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Ban Prasat
Archaeological Site

Introduction

During the last quater of 1982, prehistoric objects
which are similar to grave goods from burial sites of North-
east Thailand were found selling at Wat Maha That flea
market, Bangkok. Investigations were conducted to locate
the origin of these antiques at many suspect sites such as
Amphoe Sung Neun, Amphoe Non Sung, and Amphoe
Non Thai, Nakon Ratchasima Province without success.
Until March of 1983 that the looting activity was reported
to the Sixth Regional office of the Fine Arts Department,
and 6 thieves who plundered the site at Ban Prasat Tai,
Tambol Tarn Prasat, Amphoe Non Sung, Nakon Ratcha-
sima Province were arrested.

To bring the information to lignt, a through primary
survey of this site and test excavations were conducted
in 1983 and the following year. Meanwhile on July 1:5‘
1983, the Ministry of Education made and announcement
that declared the following restricted areas in Nakon
Ratchasima Province as National treasured sites according

NATIONAL LIB

)|

I

to the Ancient Monument, Antiquities and Museum Act
1961.

1) Ban Prasat Moo 7, Tambol Tarn Prasat Amphoe
Non Sung,

2) Ban Tanod Moo 7 Tambol Tanod, Amphoe
Non Sung,

3) Neun U-Lok Moo 9 Ban Nong Na, Tambol Phol
Songkram, Amphoe Non Sung, and

4) Ban Tong Lang Tambol Phang Team, Amphoe
Non Thai.

In the 1991 fiscal year, the site is included in the
Tourist Promotion Development Plan of the Northeast
Region. Budget was provided for excavations which
disigned not only to reveal the past information of the
site but also to present it in the form of open site museum,
where the evidence was scientifically conserved in situ.
In this way the visitors may enjoy the site by using their
self-experience in understanding and interpreting the way
of life in the past.
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Rice storage at Ban Prasat
Village
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Ban Prasat
Archaeological Site

The site is located at Ban Prasat Tai Moo 7, Tambol
Tarn Prasat, Amphoe Non Sung, Nakon Ratchasima
Province or at grid reference 48 PTB 180868, Latitude
15 44 40 North Longitude 102 22 30 East, of Military map
series L 7017, sheet 5439 Il.

Ban Prasat Tai site can be approached by taking
Route 2 (Mitrapap Road) from Bangkok passing Nakon
Ratchasima Province about 44 km. Then taking a left turn
on an asphalt paved road to the village which is 1,200
metres away.

The site is an oval shape earth mound laying in
east-west direction. The maximum length measures 750
metres and the width measures 450 metres. The elevation
of the mound is about 5 metres above the surrounding
area. Tarn Prasat stream, one of the tributeries of the
Mun River, flows in the north of the mound. In the south
there is a trace of a moat which most part is shallowed
and transformed into rice peddle fields. The surface of
the mound is scattered with pot sherds. Unfortunately,
many looting pits lie across the whole area of the mound.
The village, which consists of approximately 175 householes,

is situated in the south section of the mound. The typical
one-storey wooden houses with high open space under-
neath the residential floor are built closely together and the
relationship among the villagers is one of the extended
families.

Water is available all year round, therefore, the
occupation of villagers is mainly agriculture. They work
in the rice field and vegetable garden as well as keep
some farm animals such as pigs, chickens, and cattles.
Women spend their free time after their field season
weaving reed mattress and making other handicrafts from
reed product.

All peeple joins in village ceremonies and festivals
which mostly concern with the wealth and the well-being
of the village. Although the villagers are Buddhists but
they still believe in anamism and ancestor cult. Annually
the villagers pay homage at the Ancestor Shrine and lead
the procession carrying a female cat to ensure the quantity
of rain at the right season in May, celebrate young rice
festival in October, and the harvest festival in January.
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The condition of Ku Than Prasat monument. Stone artifacts were
found associated with the earthen mound
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Village roads cut across archaeological site which reveal abundant pot
sherds.
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Chemical was sprayed over the
earth around the skeletons to
protect them from humidity.
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The village was surveyed and a systematic grids was laied over the
area before excavation.
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Temporary roof was constructed over the first excavation square.
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Temporary roof was setting up over the second
excavation square by the villagers.
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The excavation in the first excavation square
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The excavation in the second excavation square
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A stone door step was discovered in the excavation of
Ku Than Prasat monument.
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The profiles of the excavation squares were sprayed to prevent
humidity and to consolidate.
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The Excavation

Since the aim of the 1991 field season is to excavate
for making an open site museum, a special method was
designed for this excavation that the evidence is kept
intact and scientifically conserved in the excavation pits.
By this method difficulties were expected for the full length
study and analysis of artifacts and archaeological context
as well as for the conservation treatments.

Three best locations were desired for excavation
to test the distribution of archaeological evidence on Ban
Prasat earth mound. However, our selections are quite
limited, firstly, because we must select the most probable
locations that would reveal as many aspects of prehistoric
society as possible and could be presented in the form of
site museum. Secondly, because the whole site was
disturbed by looting activities, the scarcely undisturbed
areas are belonged to the villagers, which in this case,
the Department of Fine Arts required permission.

The excavation reference followed the 4 metres
square grid system with a 2 metres working baulk between
each square which was laid covering the mound area from
the previous archaeological work at this site.
Excavation Square No. 1

The location of this square is around the centre of
the village on the land of Mr. Chu Buakeo. The reference
number of this square is SE 105 and it was excavated
to the depth of 4.60 metres. The excavation revealed
evidence of prehistoric settlement. The site supervisor
decided to enlarge the excavaition area to the east and
south and therefore, squares SE 106 and SE 105/1 were
excavated respectively. The excavation could not enlarge
further because of the Iand owners refusal. After the

ion s ‘baulks were removed
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which create a L-shape thrench of 5.50 metres deep.
Excavation Square No. 2

This square is located near Ku Tan Prasat mound,
northwest of the village on the land belongs to Mrs. Keo
Prasatklang. The reference of this square is NW 617.
It was excavated to the depth of 4.80 metres. This square
reveals very few but interesting artifacts such as mould
of bronze adze and crucibles. Moreover, the soil features
such as burnt ground, charcoal sports and disturbed
layers indicate the working area of the prehistoric men.
Excavation Square No. 3

This square is located southwest of the village on
the land belongs to Mr. Yod Kobangklang. The reference
of this square is SW 1322. The excavation reveals lower
part of six skeletons buried closely in the same orienta-
tion. The head and torso of these skeletons disappeared
in the east wall of the square. The supervisor decided
to enlarge this square by including 2 metres baulk,
therefore, the size of this trench is 4 x 6 metres. The
excavation was done until it reached the sterile at the
depth of 5.50 metres.
Investigation at Ku Tarn Prasat

Ku is a local word refers to single religious structure
such as stupa. The place called Ku Tarn Prasat is just an
earthern mound where broken bricks were densely spreded
on its surface. North-south and east-west trail trenches
across the mound were designed to investigate the condi-
tion, the orientation, and the size of the structure. The
excavation could not answer any of the proposed object-
tives because years ago this place had been plundered
many times. All bricks were turnmg upsuie down and
even the foundatson of the S royed At

' tthe mound i ' :
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Artifacts form Ban Prasat archaeological site.
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Red slipped potteries from Ban Prasat site.
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Trumpet rim globular pot.
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Trumpet rim globular pot with
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The Artifacts

Artifacts are considered the most important evidence
for archaeologists to investigate the past. All artifacts from
Ban Prasat site, either from scientific excavations or from
looting activities, are worth study because they were found
in both habitation context and in the burial context. Follow-
ings are classifications of these artifacts.
Earthenware

In hot and humit country of Southeast Asia and the
like, burnt clay is aimost the only material survives thousands
of year while other materials deteriorate. Furthermore,
burnt clay artifacts were found in abundant even in the
prehistoric time. Like basketwork clay can be moulded to
any desired shapes, but the hardness, the durability and
the ability of tolerating the thermal shock while reheating
or cooking over fire are the superior qualities. Artifacts
made of burnt clay are varies. Followings are burnt clay
artifacts found at Ban Prasat Site.

1) Pottery The pottery technigues, styles, surface
treatments and decoration, sizes and shapes are good
reflections of social development, especically when they
are found associate with other archaeological contexts.
At Ban Prasat site three series of potteries can be recog-
nized.

Red Slipped Pottery This type of pottery is found
in the lowest level of the site stratigraphy. Potteries were
handbuilt with the help of peddle and anvil which sometimes
leave cordmark design, especially, around the bottom,
where the clay need to be strengthened. Red slipped
potteries are found mostly as ritual items in burial context.
Potteries of similar shapes without red slip were found
both in the ritual and secular contexts, therefore, they were
found successively through the stratigraphy of the site. It
can be dated approximately from 2500 - 3000 BP.

1.1) Globular pot with trampet rim This is the
highlight of artifacts found at Ban Prasat Site. They were
found in the earliest burials. The pot consists of three
part built separately, the bottom the upper body and the
flared neck which when joined from sharp crest and valley.
Rounded bottom was strengthened by padding with peddle
and anvil which leaves cordmark on the exterior surface.
The interior and the upper part of the exterior surface
which =~ slipped with red clay.

1.2) Globular pot with trampet rim and foot This
type is similar to the globular pot with trampet rims only
with small foot attatches to its bottom.

1.3) Round bottom plate with pedestal This pottery
type is use as serving container. It composes of a round

i

bottom plate sitting on pedestal of various height. The

interior surface was polished. The exterior surface is bare
and the colour is black or red decorated with incised line
decoration around the rim.

1.4) Conical bowl with flat base The contour of
the body is straight rather than concave. The upper body
is indented before the rounded rim or the flat rim. The
surface of the this type of bowl is bare without any treat-
ment.

1.5) Globular pot This pottery is practical in daily
life as well as in the burial ritual. The mouth of the pot

is widely open with slightly flare short neck to prevent
spiling. The bottom of the pot was strengthened by
paddling with paddle and anvil which leaves cordmark
pattern on the exterior surface and some pots have polished
surface

1.6) Potted jar The shape of this jar is similar to
globular pot but the flat base indicates its storage function
rather than cooking. At its shoulder there is a line of
appligue decoration which divided the pot into upper
and lower parts. The upper part is decorated with red
paint with curvilinear design and the lower part is decorated
with vertical red paint over cordmark design.

1.7) Small pot This small pot is decorated with
cordmark. The bottom of the pot is quite flat and the
contour of the body is quite straight. The neck is long
and slightly flare.

1.8) Tubular jar The body of the jar is slightly
concave. The bottom is flat and the rim is straight. The jar
looks like a slender barr2l. The body is thick. The hardness
of the body indicates a well controlled high firing. Both
interior and exterior walls are polished.

Carinated family pots are found in the site dated
from the prehistoric period until approximately the 13th
century AD. They are very popular among the Dvaravati
societies which existed during the 6th and the 12 centuries
AD. The surface of these pot were decorated with polish
technigue, aplique, and cordmark. Followings are three
types of Carinate pots found at this site.

1.9) Round bottom carinated pot

1.10) Flat bottom carinated pot

1.11) Round bottom carinate pot with foot.

Phimai Black Pottery family Followings are five
pottery types from this family. Phimai Black is commonly
found in the area of Nakon Ratchasima and nearby
provinces. It can be dated approximately from 1500 -
2500 BP. Black body with polished surface is the main
charactor of this family, however, ones found at this site
are sometimes greyishd yellow or partly slipped with red
clay.
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1.12) Round bottom bowl The shape of this type of
bowl is semisphere with rounded rim, flat rim, or indented
rim. These bowls are polished with tool which leaves
polished mark on both exterior and interior surface of
red or black pottery. Some of these bowls has red slip
over the interior surface, however, the slipped surface was
also polished in the same fashion, This surface treatment
is a typical charactor of Phimai Black Pottery. Sometimes
two bowls of the same size were placed rim to rim forming
a casket for secondary burial.

1.13) Globular bow! with foot This type is similar to
the round bottom bowl but with base. These bowls are
included in the Black Phimai family. The exterior surface
is yellowish grey with some fire clouds and the interior
surface is black. This charactor indicates that the bowl
were fired upside down in the open firing.

1.14) Round bottom plate This is another type of the
Black Phimai family. The shape is similar to the round
bottom bowl but much shallower.

1.15) Round bottom small bowl This is another type
of the Black Phimai family. The feature is similar to the
round bottom bowl where it was contained.

1.16) Small conical bowl This Is another type of the
Black Phimai family. The contour of the body is straight
rather than concave. The upper body is indented before
the round rim and the flat rim.

2) Earthen Spindle This is another type of artifacts
which is commonly found in archaeological sites since
prehistoric period. Until recent earthen spindles were used
in the cottage weaving in the rural area. Moreover, there
are cases that the villagers used these earthen spindles
as fishing net weights.

There are many earthen spindles discovered from
Ban Prasat site. Mostly, they were made crudely in a
wide base truncated cone or truncated rhombus. Many
of them have some finishes such as red slipping, polishing,
and incising. The maximum diameters range from 2.1 -
4.8 cm. They were found in both habitation and burial
contexts.

3) Anvil This is an important tool in making pottery
especially, before the wheel-turn was invented. The clay
was shaped by coiling method over the mould. A
mushroom shape earthen anvil was placed inside the pottery
to shape. The peddle which is made of wood or wood
coiling with cords was used in association with anvil. The
result not only the shape was formed but also were the
cordmark impression and the clay strengthened.

4) Clay pillet These pillets were used for hunting
small animals such as small birds, mices, and squirrels,

e

Some of these pillets are sun baked and others are simply
fired probably in the bonfire. The sizes of these pillets
range from 1.3 - 2.3 cm. in diameter.

5) Mould Because of its ability to torerate thermal
shock, earthen mould is practical for shaping smelted
metals. Three pieces of mould were found at Ban Prasat
site, one of them is an axe mould.

6) CrucibleThisis another equipment in the process
of metal smelting. Earthen material is used because of
its ability to torerate thermal shock. Metal, which at this
site is bronze, is smelted in this container and poured into
the mould.

7) Woman figurine A torso of pragnent women
figurine are found at this site. It measures 3.1 cm. wide
and 4.4 cm. tall. This kind of figurine is commonly found
in the ritual context of proto-historic societies, however,
is an exceptional in prehistoric period.

8) Bead A number of beads were found in all
cultural stratigraphies. Clay beads are slipped with many
colours such as orange, red reddish brown. These beads
were grouped into three main shapes, round, tubular and
disk.

Bronze

Most of bronze artifacts discovered at Ban Prasat
archaeological site are ornaments. Some tools are also
discovered. They are found in both habitation and burial
contexts However, the quantity of bronze artifacts in each
stratigraphy varies.

1) Rings Rings were ornaments for both fingers
and toe fingers, therefore, the diameters are varies from
0.8-2.3 cm. for the fingers and from 2.5-3.7 for toe
fingers. Some rings were ornated into shape of animal
head, and more common, ‘are two rings attatched to one
another forms into one ring.

2) Bangles The diameter of these bangles ranges
from 4 - 6 cm., and the sections are in round, square and
thin sheet. One of the bangles is hollow inside which fill
with bronze pillets.

3) Earrings

4) Bells This is a hollow ball which a small pillet is
placed inside from its bottom to creat sound when ring.
On top of the bell there is a ring which it would hook to
other things. Some of these bells are single and others
are double bells. The sizes measure from 1.1-1.6 in
diameter.

5) Bronze coil This type of artifact was found in
the late occupation period of this site. They were formed
by coiling bronze wire of 0.6 - 1.5 cm. bronze wire three
to eleven times to form a ring of 0.6 cm. ring. These bronze
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coils were found only in the association of habitation context.

6) Face ornaments Forehead ornaments were
found in the context of two burials. One is a forehead
band with coil endings which lock the ornament at both
cheeks. Another is a crescent shape sheet of bronze
decorated with short curve wires.

7) Bronze axe Two bronze axes were found at
this site. First is a socket axe with a curve edge found
in the habitation context. The edge is 3.2 cm. wide and
the length from the edge to the socket is 6.6 cm. long.
Second is also a socket axe found in the burial context of
the earliest period. The axe was found in the chest area
of the skeleton where the sternum, ribs and vertebrae were
crashed, therefore, it is an undoubted reason of the death
of this man.

8) Bronze ring with iron cover These rings are
found in association with bronze coils. The diameter of
these rings ranges from 3.5 - 4 cm.

Iron

Iron artifacts were found in the habitation context.
All of them are rusted and only few of them still maintain
their original shapes. Among them there are knives, axes,
spearheads, and iron disk with hole.

Stone

Stones were implied into many forms of equipment,
tools, and ornaments which are seculary and ritually
essentual in the life style of prehistoric people.

1) Polished stone adze Both local and import
stones are suitable for making stone adzes. Although
some of these adze have some retouchings or damages,
most of them show no sign of use. Therefore, these adzes
were probably used mainly in the ritual ceremonies and
not in everyday life.

2) Beads Carnelian and agate are two materials

| RER -

which are popularly used for luxury ornaments of pre-
historic societies in Thailand. At Ban Prasat site, orange
carnelian beads are found in ball shape and elongate
with septagonal or octagonal section. Tubular shape and
barrel shape agate beads in either black and white or
brown and white were found.

3) Pendant All pendants found at this site are
made of agate. Generally they are rectangular, however
turtle shape and pointed shape were also found.

4) Bangle Two skeletons at Ban Prasat site were
found wearing marble bangles. In burial No. 14 SE 105
the skeleton is wearing one marble bangle on each arm
and the third one was found in Burial No. 7 SE 105/1.
Glass

Glass is found only in forms of bangle and bead.
Only fragments of bangles made of blue and deep blue
glass were found. Glass beads were found in many
colours, deep blue and navy blue glass beads were found
respectively in the largest quantities. Beads in yellow,
amber, light blue and green colours were found in small
amount.

Shell

Shell ornaments at this site are found also in forms
of bangle and bead. Most of the shell beads are small
and thin look like small disk, few of them are tubular.
Shell bangle are thick and big. An average diameter 8 cm.,
however, one bangle measures 16 cm. in diameter.
Furthermore, at this site core of these bangles were left
at the production site at this village.

Bone

Only few pieces of bone artifacts are found at this
site. However, deteration is expected in this climate. Two
pieces of pointed tools or clubs were discovered.

oo
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The Burials

The excavation in 1991 revealed 66 prehistoric burial
features. Most of them are primary burials, which corpses
laid flat on their back, and some of the adults ankles had
been tied when buried. Only eight secondary burials were
discovered in this excavation. Bones of infants were
unearthed and reburied in pottery urns. Burial ritual
associates with grave goods such as potteries of various
types and ornaments. No weapon were found in the
ritual context.

At present, it is difficult to define the stratigraphic
relations between these 3 squares. However, the possi-
bility of both they are not the same community groups
and there are some cultural exchanges between groups
connot be overlooked.

The first excavation square

According to the condition of the skeletons only 22
out of 38 burial features are worthy to be described. The
evidence from this square noticeably reveals 2 periods of
burial practice with a transitional peroid in between. The
earliest period, which can be seen approximately in the
level from 4.6 - 5.2 m. depth. Skeletons from this period
buried in the same orientation which their head points to
the direction of southeast. The grave goods and their
locations in these burials are similar which indicate ritual
practice. They consists of many special shapes of red
slipped potteries, globular and carinated pots, beads and
bangles made of shell and with few numbers made of
stones. Potteries are placed near the head and feet of
the skeletons. Only one skeleton from this period associates
with bronze, however, from the analysis of bones, both
bronze and man were foreign to the people of this period
at this site.

Skeletons from this periods were exhibited and
labeled as follow :

1) 7 SE 105/1 This is an adult male skeleton. The
torso was disturbed. He is wearing a marble bangle on
his right wrist and a black agate pendant on the right
elbow. There is a group of 3 red slipped globular pots,
a black globular pot and a black round bottom plate with
pedestal. Near his feet there is a group of black and red
slipped globular pots.

2) 5 Baulk SE 105 This is an adult male skeleton.
He is wearing shell bangles, three on his right wrist, one
on the body and one above the skull. Shell beads are
scattered about the ribs. Although only half lengthwise
of his body appears in the square, there are 49 potteries
recovered around his body. Most of these potteries are
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red slipped globular pot with trampet rim and round bottom
plate with pedestal.

3) 6 SE 105/1 This is a child skeleton which has
been disturbed. There is a black agate pendant on the
child’s left knee. There is a group of 4 red slipped globular
pots and a black round bottom plate with pedstal near
the head and a group of red slipped globular pot and a
cordmarked globular pot near the feet.

4) 7 SE 106 This is a child skeleton. The torso
area was disturbed. Near the child’'s head there are 3
cordmarked globular pots, a garinated pots, a red slipped
pedestal pot, a round bottom plate with pedestal, and
pig bones, Near the feet there are a painted carinated pot
and ond each black and cordmarked globular pots.

5) 3 Baulk SE 105 This is an adult male skeleton.
The whole length of his legs still bury in the ground. He
is wearing a shell blangle on his right wrist which lay over
his hip bone. Shell beads are scattered about his torso.
Near his head there are red slipped globular pot with
trampet rim, red slipped bowl, and globular pots. Near his
right hand there is a small red slipped globular pot. There
is a bronze axe piercing his chest which smahsed his
sternum, ribs, and vertebrae and brought this man to
death.

6) 13 SE 105 This is an adult female skeleton.
She is wearing shell bangles 15 on her left arm and 8
on her right arms. Shell beads are scattered about her
neck and torso. Near her head there are cordmarked
globular and carinated pots, and near her feet there are
globular pots, carinated ports, and red slipped round
bottom plate with pedestal.

7) 4 Baulk SE 105 This is an adult male skeleton.
He is buried with 12 of the red slipped globular pots with
trampet rim and the globular pots near his head.

The transitional burial period lies in the depth between
3.3-4.6 meters. The burals has no exact orientations.
The grave goods are gradualy decreased and the location
is mainly near the head of the skeletons. They were limited
to a few types of red slipped and carinated. The use of
shell and stone ornaments disappeared from the strati-
graphies.

Following are labeled skeletons from this group.

1) 6 SE 106 This is a child skeleton and the head
points to the northeast. The child is wearing shell bangles
in its arms. There are a cordmarked globular pot and a
black round bottom plate with pedestal near the head.

2) 14 SE 105 This i i fem eleton and
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her head points to the south with a little of east deviation.
The body had been tied and her fingers are kniting together
on the abdomen. She is wearing a large marble bangle
on each wrist. Shell beads are densely discovered over
her neck and torso. Near her head there is a group of
potteries consisting of a globular pot with trampet rim
and a round bottom plate with pedestal. Near her feet
there are 3 globular pot with trampet rim and a covered
pot.

3) 12 SE 105 This is an adult female skeleton and
her head points to the south. Both of her hands are on
her hips. There are a carinated pot and red slipped globular
jars near her head. There are a red and a black round
bottom plates with pedestal and a small globular jar buried
near her left foot.

4) 11 SE 105 This is an adult female skeleton and
her head points to the west. There are a red slipped
carinated pot and a conical bowl with flat base near her
left shoulder. There are two carinated pots one buried
near her left knee and another near her left foot.

5) 10 SE 105 This is an infant skeleton. The baby
was buried next to be the left arm of the 11 SE 105 female
burial in the same orientation, its head points to the west.
Therefore, it is presumed her child who died at the same
time.

6) 5 SE 105/1 This is an adult female skeleton
and her head points to the west with a little of south deviation.
There is only a red slipped shallow plate buried near her
skull.

7) 5 SE 106 Because of the deterioration of the
bone, sex of this skeleton could not be identified. The
head points to the northeast direction. Near the head
there are a burnished red carinated pot and a cordmarked
globular pot. On left side of the body there is a group of
potteries.

8) 4 SE 105/1 This is a child skeleton and his head
points to the northeast. Near the head there is a partly
slipped cordmarked globular pot and a rim sherd.

The later period was found in the depth of 1.9-3.3
meters from the soil surface. The burial context is different
from the earlier periods. The orientation of the skeleton
are restricted, however, the head could point to either
north or south. Except the globular pot which is found in
all periods, the majority of potteries involved in the burial
are in the Phimai Black family. Furthermore, no shell
ornaments is found and there is only one head made of
agate. Ornaments of this period were made of bronze
and glass of different colours. There is no weapon or
tools in the burial context. The locations of he grave goods

are not regulated. These unlikenesses suggest different
burial rutuals among these periods.
Following are labeled skeletons from this period.

1) 6 SE 105 The sex of the skeleton could not be
identified. The head points to the south. There is a red
conical bowl with flat base cover his face and agate beads
are lined near the skull where unhusked rice and crumbs
of charcoal were found densely around it. Blue glass
beads are found near left hand while fragments of bronze
are found near the right. There are black and red cord-
marked potteries lined along the length of the right leg.

2) 1 Baulk SE 105/1 The sex of this skeleton
could not be identified. The head points to the north.
There are 3 bronze bangles in each wrist and there are
2 bronze rings on left fingles. On the left knee there are
2 spindles. There are maize corns scattered about the
ribs area.

3) 5 SE 105 This is an adult male skeleton and
his head points to the south. There is a bronze face
ornament on his forehead and a sheet of bronze on the
right of his body. There are 5 bronze rings in his left
index and ring fingers and his right index fingers. There
is a fragment of blue glass bangle near his left hand.

4) 3 SE 105 This is an adolescent female skeleton
and her head points to the south. She is wearing 9 bronze
bangles at her upper left arm. There are black pottery and
some cordmarked pottery buried in the burial. She was
shot dead presumably by an arrow which was shot at her
forehead through the back of her skull.

5) 2 SE 105 This is a child skeleton and the head
points to the south. This child is wearing 14 bronze bangles
all together on his right and left legs. There are many blue
glass beads scattered over his face. Black and cordmarked
potteries were buried on the left side of his body.

5) 1 SE 105 This is a child skeleton and the head
points to north. He is buried next to the 2 SE 105 skeleton.
This child is wearing 4 bronze bangles at his right upper
arm and 10 bronze bangles at his right ankle. Blue glass
beads are scattered over his chest and the ends of his
left and right arms. Globular pots are placed at his chin
and near his feet.

6) 2 SE 106 This is an adult skeleton, however,
the sex of this skeleton could not be identified. The head
points to the south. Hands are on the abdomen, and a
black globular pot is placed over them. At the ankle there
are some animal teeth. The forehead is decorated with
bronze ornament.

The second excavation square
Seven burial features were discovered but only 2 of
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themn could be described Both skeletons were found
associated with Black Phimai Pottery and bronze ornament.
The combination of bronze objects covered with iron sheet
indicates the new introduction of very late period of occupa-
tion at this site.

Burial No. 8 NW 617 is buried 240 cm. in the ground.
The skeleton is badly deteriorated. Artifacts associated
with this burial consist of 14 bronze rings lining across
the skull, one at the right leg and 2 groups of four rings
at the toe fingers.

Burial No. 3 NW 617 is buried 160 cm. in the ground,
the head points to the south with a little east deviation.
The skeleton is badly deteriorated. The body is wearing
7 bronze bangles in each arm. Many bronze rings are
scattered near the head. Moreover, there is a small iron
covered bronze disk with a hole at its centre discovered
near the hip bones. Black pot sherds were placed at the
left elbow, right hand, and right foot.

The third excavation square

Fifteen burial features were discovered but only 10
skeletons could be described, There are 2 burial periods
revealed in this square but mainly are burials from the
first period which were buried in the depth between 3.7 -
4.1 meters. Seven out of nine burials from this period
were children and other two are females. All of them have
their head points to the east. Common grave goods are
red slipped potteries, spindles. Few shell and bronze
artifacts are found among these early burials. Pig
phalanges and ochre powder were placed near the skulls
connecting with sherd. sheet which was practice at this
site as well as in other prehistoric burials in the Sakon
Nakon Basin. Sherd sheet is burial ritual associates with
rank system of the community. Pottery were smashed
and laid beneath or over the corspe, especially around
the torso, legs and feet.

1) 8 SW 1322 This is a child skeleton. Smashed
potteries are found all over the corspe, and many pots
are placed at many parts of the body. Red slipped and
cordmarked potteries are common types. A group of
globular pots with trampet rim were smashed over the
head. On the left side of the skull there are a group of
cordmarked globular pot, a half of a bivalve shell, ochre,
and a spindle.

2) 11 SW 1322 This is an.adult female skeleton.
Smashed red slipped plates and globular cordmarked
pots were found in her burial. A half of a bivalve shell
is found between her.torso and right arm.

3) 12 SW 1322 This is a child skeleton which
‘smashed red slipped plate, globular and trampet rim
ies covered the cor eft of his skull ther:
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there are some cordmarked pot sherds and a red slipped
spindle.

4) 13 SW 1322 This is a child skeleton and is
buried next to 12 SW 1322. A group of pig phalanges
is placed on the left of his skull. A group of smashed
globular pots is at his left leg and a red slipped spindle is
on his right knee. At his feet there is a group of red slipped
trampet rim pots and plates. The similarity of the grave
goods and the location of these two burials suggest that
they were buried at the same time,

5) 4 SW 1322 This is an adult female skeleton,
her skull is missing. Her knees and feet were tied together
when buried. All potteries were smashed and placed at
many parts of her body, namely her shoulder, leg and
feet. Cordmarked globular pots, trampet rim potteries,
and red slipped plates are found in her burial. Four pieces
of pig phalanges are placed over her right shoulder.

6) 9 SW 1322 This is a child skeketon. There is a
group of cordmarked globular pots on his right arm. A
globular pot is placed on his left upper torso. Over his
left knee there is a black spindle and a conical bowl with
flat base. Plain and cordmarked globular pots were found
at his feet.

7) 7 SW 1322 This is a child skeleton. A group of
smashed red slipped and cordmarked globular pots and
trampet rim potteries. Pig phalanges are piled on the left
and right sides of the skull, and on the right side there is
also a pile of ochre powder.

8) 6 SW 1322 This is a child skeleton. He is
wearing bronze bangles 4 in his left arm and on his right
arm there are 3 bronze bangle and a shell one, A red
slipped spindle is placed among the pig phalanges on the
right of his skull and on the left side there are only five
pieces of pig phalanges. There is a group of red slipped
and cordmarked potteries at his feet and beneath them
a pile of ochre powder was found.

9) 5 SW 1322 This is a child skeleton. A group of
smashed potteries was covered his corspe from his ribs
to his feet. Among them they are red slipped, cordmarked,
red slipped painted, and red burnished potteries. On the
left of his skull there are 3 pieces of pig phalanges, and
on his right cheek there is a pile of ochre powder.

Only one skeleton is belonged to the late period
which burried approximately 1.48 meters in the ground.
Skeleton No. 3 SW 1322 has its head points to the west.
The bones are badly deteriorated. There is a bronze ring
on the skull, and on the left there is an iron covered bronze
ring. There is a bronze bangle at each arm, and 8 bangles
at the legs. Bronze rings and coils are densely found all
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Painted potlery is similar to Ban Chieng
culture.
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Days Gone by at
Ban Prasat

The northeastern part of Thailand is geographically
known as Korat Plateau. This plateau is framed by Mae-
Kong River in the north and the east, Dong Phraya-Yen
Ranges in the west and Phanom Dong Rek Ranges in
the south, therefore, the land is generally sloping from
west to east. The plateau is devided into two basins by
Phu Phan Ranges Sakon-Nakhon Basin in the north and
Korat Basin in the south.

Archaeological evidence suggest that prehistoric
people first settled in Sakon-Nakhon Basin around 5,600
years ago. The fertile land of Sakon-Nakhon Basin is
blessed with approximately 1,250 ML. annual rainfail.
Early agricultural communities developed and the land
was used extensively, and by 3,000 BP. some groups of
people migrated to Korat Basin which is considerably less
fertile but full of rock salt. The immigrants brought with them
knowledge and technology. From the start the settlements
in Korat Basin was in the developing stage of agriculture.
Irrigation was established, net work of moats and dikes
provided water for rice paddy field and for domestic use.

Ban Prasat archaeological site is another example
of early immigrants to Korat Basin. This mound was
selected near water but saved from flooding. Dikes and
moats connecting with Than Prasat Stream not only provided
water to the rice field but also served as drainage in
the rainy season and as reservoirs in the dry season.

The prehistoric people at Ban Prasat produced their
own potteries, unique high quality red slipped - burnished
trampet rim globular pots. Their painted and carinated
potteries are similar to Ban Chieng and Sakon-Nakhon
Basin's types. The discovery of spindles at this site indicates
the knowledge of thread making and weaving. Tools and
body ornaments are results of technological development
in polishing and drilling different materials such as stone,
shell, and bones. Furthermore, a quantity of sea shell
ornaments indicates the communication between this site
and shore communities or with prehistoric trade centre
in Central Thailand. The excavation also rervealed some
domestic animal bones such as pig, cattle, and water
buffallo as well as hunted animal bones such as deer
families fish and turtles which are presumably included
in their diet.

The communities developed for 500 years, and the

lifestyle was gradually complicated and finally clearly

distinguished from their origin. Black Phimai pottery, which
is found densely around Nakhonratchasima Province,
replaced red slipped and painted potteries which became
less popular and eventually disappeared. Bronze produc-
tion was introduced. Crucibles and moulds for socket
axes were discovered in the excavation. Towards the end
of this period, the technology was futher developed, iron
was used in association with bronze. By this time metals
were widely used for tools and ornaments while shell,
bone and stone decreased their roles in the society life
but somehow retained some ritual important such as stone
beads and pendants.

Rice became staple carbohydrate source. Moat
system was more prominent. Domestic animals such as
pig, dog, cattle, and buffallo were common as they are
today in the rural Thailand. The evidence of rice husk in
pottery components an iron sickle, and unhusked rice
scattered over the burials indicate that rice was fully cultivate,
and its role in the society was important for being a symbol
life. About 1,500 years ago Indian culture was introduced
to Southeast Asia. Adopted by local states, Buddhism
and Hinduism were brought into practice. Evidence of
Buddhism coexisting with Hinduism at Ban Prasat was
associated with the influence of two main streams of culture

Dvaravati and Khmer respectively - A small brick sanctuary,

known today as Ku Than Prasat, as well as its Buddha
image were constructed about 1,000 years ago in Dvaravati
style, however, there are many elements declared the
influence of Khmer culture such as sandstone base for
Diety figure, sculpture of Diety, architecture ornaments and
brownish green glazed potteries. An acquaintance of this
site and proto historic communities shorterned the social
development process of Ban Prasat community into historic
society. Unfortunately the span of historic hahitation of
this site disappeared shortly after the 10th Century.
People always wonders about the life span and the
size of our ancestors. The skeleton analyses gave various
results among prehistoric sites in Thailand. Male skeletons
at Ban Kao site, Kanochanaburi Province, measured 160 -
170 cm. while female skeletons measured 146 - 160 cm.
Measurements from Ban Na Di site, Khon-Khen Province
are 164 - 183 cm. for men and 152 - 172 cm. for women.
At Kok Phanom Di, Chorburi Province male skeletons
red 163 - 17¢ . .
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154 - 163 cm. At Ban Prasat the measurements are 166 -
179 cm. for males and 154 - 190 cm. for females, which
are slightly taller than present habitants. However, these
results were calculated from formular for westerners. If
the formular for Asian people is applied, the average height
of Ban Prasat people should be slightly shorter. The
average height for male is 166.41 cm. and for female is
155.38 cm. which similars to the average height of modern

Thai people.

There was a high mortality rate among children before
reaching the age of five. The average life span for adults
is 36 years for males and 34 years for females. This
estimation is considerably little longer than prehistoric
people from other sites. Noticeably, not all of them died
naturaily at least four of them were murdered in the fight
or by accident.
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