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Admiral Richelieu

about

King Chulalongkorn

Admiral Richelien whose return home we announced yesterday has received a number of
welcomes from many friends both far and near. We yesterday sought the Admiral in his
beautiful residence, King George’s Palace, in order to ask him to tell us a little about the state
of affairs in the Far East, where we have many Danish interests.

The Admiral received us very kindly and was very glad to comply with our wish
and gave us for publication in the Dannebrog, a most interesting article which he had written

on the voyage specially for publication in this paper.

We today reproduce the first part of Admiral Richelieu’s most interesting manu-
script.

Indian Ocean
December 1908,

The King of Siam’s 40 years Reign Jubilee has just been celebrated in Bangkok with
great pomp and splendour. The unlimited rejoincings of the people were not only for the
sake of the length of the 40 years reign. But the light in which the King’s Jubilee must be
seen may best be judged by his own expressions to me when I saw him on a day soon after
my arrival at Bangkok.

I arrived at Bangkok on November 3rd. at 2 p.m. and was most cordially received
by some Siamese officials in authority and FEuropean officials, old friends made during my
tenure of office in this Government service.

After having installed myself in the quarters which had been provided for me by
the Government and after having dressed myself in the Siamese Navy uniform I proceeded at
4 p.m. to the King’s new Palace in the spacious and beautiful Dusit Park which he had planted
during the last ten years.

As soon as I arrived at the Park and even before I had reached the Palaceitself I saw
the Royal carriages halted at a large open square where a large gathering of people were
busily occupied in erecting a mighty great canopy over the equestrian statue of the King which
was still covered. This statue which was to be un-veiled on Jubilee day was a gift to the King
from his people, the whole country having contributed voluntarily towards it. The funds
collected was found much in excess of the amount necessary for the statue. More than four
- times its cost had been raised. It is intended that the balance should be used towards the
erection of a hospital in Bangkok.

Further ahead the people were engaged in erecting triumphal arches and decorating
the roads with miles of garlands, thousand of flags and large covered pavilions were built for
the King and Royal family, the court and all the invited guests including all the titled people
and those holding rank and position in Siam.
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When I saw the Royal carriage standing there it struck me that the King would be
in the vicinity therefore I got out of my carriage and walked toward the veiled statue where the
crowd was thickest and right in the middle of it I saw the King standing in plain clothes
accompanied by quite a few who were also in plain clothes. They were walking about among
the crowd inspecting the preparations for the coming festivities.

Looking at the great unveiled equestrian statue which the people had erected for
their King and looking at the King himself as he walked about I could not help thinking that
the monument, by far the most beautiful which the people had erected for him was in token of
the love and esteem they bestowed upon him which made it possible that he, who without a
doubt is now one of the most absolute monarchs of the world, acknowledged to be the paramount
head of the Buddhist religion, after a reign of 40 years could walk quietly about without a guard
neither police nor soldiers, in the midst of a great crowd of people consisting of all classes of
society with nearly all the nations of the Orient without his or our having any occasion for fears
that any one should do him any harm.

As soon as the King saw me he walked at once in my direction and received me
most kindly. He showed me different preparations for the Jubilee, when he soon afterwards
entered his carriage he asked me to accompany him as he wished to show me all the new roads,
streets, canals, and buildings which had been constructed since the last time I was at Bangkok,
Then we drove about for a couple of hours until it was getting dark the King and myself in
the carriage without any escort whatever. I saw all the improvements he had made and when
we come to talk about the Jubilee the King said, “Of course it is a source of great pleasure to
me that T have been allowed to reign on Siam for 40 years, longer than any of the former Kings
of Siam but it is not only that I have been on the throne for so many years which give me such
great pleasure but the fact that my long reign has enabled me during the many years to work
the accomplishment of those schemes which upon my accession I had formed for the develop-
ment, progress and prosperity of country and my people. Several shorter reigns would hardly
have been sufficient to bring about the same object with the same power and perseverance which
had enable me to do this and I believe that there are many good results to rejoice over when
I look behind and around me. But about this you who have been along with me, nearly from
the beginning must be able to judge. Besides when you have the difficulties internal as well
as external which had stood in my way how often have I had even against the wishes of my
people been bound to force the way on to the course of progress and development.” Yes the
King was right. I had seen the long and sometimes tedious ways which he had to follow during
these many vears since I first arrived in Siam 40 years ago and since 34 years ago I entered his
service and have admired the energy, perseverance, foresight and unselfishness which he had
displayed and is still displaying in order to secure a safe position for his country and happy
conditions of life for his people even at the cost of the abandonment of much of his inherited
power and privileges.

I look back on affairs as they existed in Siam when I first arrived in that country
and compare them with the present state of this country and the difference is almost incredible:
when I arrived there the King was an absolute feudal ruler.  All the land belonged to him.
All the revenues were his and could be used only according to his direct orders.

The laws of the country were laws which had come down from the time of former
Kings, a mixture of oriental autocracy and patriarchal government maintained by the whip
and irons. For above all the laws however was the King’s absolute power and tribunals had
forth with to alter the laws as soon as one ordinance or another issued by the King himself
or by his private secretary was different from that in force at the time.

eSS SIS S




- | & 1
&b dathns N em AN @
e R P R R
Since many years ago the King gave up the right to all the land when title deeds
were issued to all those people who for a number of years had cultivated their lands and who
quite unexpectedly and to a certainty became the owner of that which he had formerly the
right to use. All uncultivated land was settled on the State which has now the right to parcel

out same to the people for cultivation.

All the revenues of the country which formerly belonged to the King for different
purposes he has now made into one whole, according to English models and there is now a
splendidly organised Ministry of Finance. For himself and his household he has only stimulated
for a certain yearly allowance.

Several years ago there was established a Ministry of Justice with the aid of several
Siamese who had received a legal education in Europe and the employment of a considerable
number of European legal advisers of English, French, American, Belgian, and Japanese
nationalities who had throughly revised all the laws of the country and brought them to the
same standard as the most humane European laws.

The sound of the whip and the clanking of iron over the whole country was stopped
by the order of the King and all the new laws are now administered by different tribunals
established all over the country. The Judges are highly educated Siamese lawyers aided by
European legal advisers who sit as assessors in many of the tribunals. These legal advisers
are employed in order to obtain the proper interpretation of the laws and to ensure an absolute
equality of the laws for all and they have also to take special care of all cases between Siamese
and Foreigners. At the head of the Ministries of Finance and Justice are two of the sons
of the King brought up and educated in England while the Ministry of Agriculture which had
to do with the cultivation of the country throughout its length and breadth is under a Siamese
nobleman of great ability.

When I first arrived in Siam there were no railways, no tramways, no telegraphs,
no postal communication in the interior and only a fortnightly steamship connection with
Singapore and Hongkong maintained by a couple of small steamers, Even the sending of
letters by these steamers had to be done through the different Foreign consulates as at that
time there was no Government postal system.

All these affairs have long ago been put in order by a Minister of Traffic. Trains
are now running from Bangkok in six different directions, and will in the course of some few
years be spread over the whole country.  These railways have already opened up 1000 of
square miles of fertile land which hitherto lay inaccessible, and during the last year the traffic
had been so great that though the rates are very cheap the Government Railway Department
was however able to report a net profit of over 59 of the whole funds.

Telegraph lines are now traversing over the whole country and telephone service
in Bangkok is now being reorganised according to the Swedish system.

Electric tram cars are running from one end of Bangkok to the other and all the
streets and Government buildings are lighted by electricity. :

Internal postal service by the aid of railways, mails steamers and local communica-
tions is organized and extended over the whole country. For many years past the Siamese
postal service has entered the postal Union and foreign mails are forwarded from here as
carefully and with as much certainty as from any other part of the world. The former fort-
nightly service between Singapore and Bangkok has now been changed into constant stream
of steamers which nearly every day and often several times a day leaves and arrives at this port.
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The great German steamship Co. the N.D.L. has thus about 50 large steamers trading
between Bangkok and Singapore, and Hongkong and other Chinese ports.

Qur own E.A.C. has gradually developed a complete net of mail, passenger and
cargo boats trading in the Siamese Coasts. It has also established a direct route between
Bangkok and European ports with Copenhagen as the home port.

When I first arrived in Siam the administration of the interior of the country was
divided between four Ministers, each of whom was ministering their respective provinces
independent of each other and after different methods.

Since the year 1893 the whole of the administration of the interior had been brought
under one ministry, this ministry known as the Ministry of the Interior is under the control
of the extremely capable and energetic Prince Damrong, who is well known in Denmark through
his visit to the country in 1891. He has been one of the King's very best supporters in his
great schemes of reform and he is besides a very patriotic and progressive man who has offered
his whole life, all his power and his great ability to obtain a well regulated state of affairs
combined with a happy condition of things for the population of a large country, the size of
which is that about that of France.

In this matter he has succeeded to a very high degree and the administration of
the interior or the country may now be said to be in a very advance state.

The central administration now commands complete control over everything and
the administration is distributed in the same manner as the English methods in India in such
a way that nearly every man in the country comes directly under one or other official whose
duty it is to help and support him in his trade.

As coming under the Ministry of the Interior may be mentioned the provincial
Gendarmerie which must be given a position of honour as everything is now quiet and well-
regulated, so much so that Siam is now so safe that an European can travel without any pro-
tection all over the country with absolute safety, even in the further-most provinces.

The Gendarmerie consists of about 8000 men, an excellently trained corps, distributed
over the whole country with about 400 stations. The whole system has been organised and is
under the control of Colonel Schau.  In this he has carried out a great work aided and supported
by Prince Damrong. Under Colonel Schau there are 20 Danish officers who are distributed
amongst the different provinces and each of them is responsible to Colonel Schau for peace
and order in his province.

Regarding the condition of the Army and Navy not much could have been said
when I first arrived in Siam. A standing army, so to speak, did not exist, but on the other hand
a very considerable force could be raised armed mostly with out-of-date weapons quite sufficient
to maintain Siam’s position against her neighbours who at that time consisted of Burma,
China, Tonking, Anam and Cambodia but certainly not corresponding to the present demand.

The fleet consisted at that time of a few gunboats, with one single exception, all built
of teak wood and mostly armed with old mazzle loaders. There were neither workshops, dry
docks, ete. nor schools for education of the officers and crew.

All the ships or the Navy are now built of steel, there are numbers of cruisers of
3000 Tons and downwards all armed with the latest quick-firing guns. Besides there is a big
27 knot Destroyer, several first-class sea-going torpedo boats and a considerable number of
smaller vessels for coast and river service.
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The naval college now counts over 200 cadets, and the other schools are training a
proportionate number of them. ¥

In the way of workshops there is dock that can take the largest ship of the fleet.
There are now a sufficient number of barracks, arsenals and hospitals, and the large crew for the
fleet is recruited from all the provinces in the coast. The present Commander-in-Chief of
the fleet is Prince Boriphat who is also well - known in Copenhagen through his visit there,
together with the King of Siam last year.

A number of Danish officers and engineers are still in the Naval service but their
number is somewhat smaller than it used to be in my time. -

As for the Army an immense change has taken place during the last few years, since
the time Prince Chira, also well-known in Copenhagen during his stay there for many years,
became Commander-in-Chief of the Amry he has with great ability and a vast amount of energy
abandoned the whole of the old system and with the present based on cempulsory conscription
he has organized a considerable fully trained and up-to-date equipped army stationed in the
different principal towns in the country.

It is not my attempt to describe the festivities and processions during the King's
Jubilee, as Mr. Rosenberg who was here at the time is sure to do so but I cannot refrain from
describing the Military Review and a march past which an army corps performed on this
occasion.

In connection with the Jubilee festivities there was on the programme a Review of
an army corps and in this connection Prince Chira had collected from the station nearest to
Bangkok nearly 25000 men of all arms completely equipped in European style.

These 25000 men were on the day of the Review put together in battalions on a large
open space situated just outside the Palace in Bangkok and they were arranged in such a
manner that there was room enough between the battalions for the inspection to take place.

In the middle of one side of the ground a row of pavilions were erected, one of which,
in the middle, was for the King and Royal Family and the rest on each side were for the invited
guests, who consisted of the Foreign Minister and the diplomatic corps and a large number of
Siamese and European officials in Bangkok.

The King arrived at 4 p.m. precisely in a carriage followed by Prince Chira, the
Chief of the General Staff Klang, who is also well-known through his stay in Copenhagen,
together with the several generals of the Army who were all mounted.

The King then drove through the ranks from battalion to battalion and from
regiment to regiment till he had inspected the whole of corps.  He then walked up to the
pavilion erected for him, and the filing past of the troops began.

Squadron after squadron, battalion after battalion now marched past the King
and although they were in half companies, the march lasted more than two and half hours till
the whole army corps had passed. In the meantime it had become quite dark. The whole
filing was however done in the most beautiful order and with accurateness and bearing which
would have been considered satisfactory in any European army.

Gradually as the battalions passed by, they marched up to a large open space opposite
the King in such a way that when the filing was finished the whole army corps was drawn up
opposite the Royal pavilion.

When every thing was over the King expressed his thanks to Prince Chira for the
satisfactory result in which he had achieved and his pleasure that he was able to see on that
day the greatest number of soldiers equipped in European style which he had never seen collected
in Bangkok parade ground before.
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The King was then about to leave but as he arose from his seat in the stand which
was brilliantly lit by electricity and walked a few spaces forwaid to look at the thousands of his
soldiers who stood in front of him in the darkness, there broke out from these 25000 men a real
enthusiastic shout of the Siamese words *“Ho-Hiu” equivalent to our expression “Hurrah”,
This exclamation burst forth irresistibly from the regiment up and down the vast parade grounds,
a mighty homage from a grateful people.

The King stood for a while looking at the soldiers in the darkness, which if possible
made the scene still more imposing and I believe his thoughts were the same as mine namely that
this enthusiastic homage was their heartfelt thanks to him from his army because he had proved
himself to be a good man who out of the goodness of his heart had transformed their parents
from a state of slavery into a free and happy people, and it was also to assure him that every
one of them was ready to lay down his life for him.  After the King had looked on at his soldiers
for about half an hour and still noticing that their cheers did not seem to abate, he appeared
to be deeply moved, saluted the army and leaving the pavilion entered his carriage and drove
away. And it was not till his carriage had disappeared through the gates of his Palace that the
cheering ceased.

A few words of command were then heard, all became quiet except the sound of
footsteps and the army corps marched off to their respective quarters. As the spectators who
had been in the immediate vicinity of the King, we, that is myself, the ministers accredited to
the Foreign powers and the highest nobles and officials of the land, still looked on for yet a while
and then took leave of each other. I am sure that they all felt that a new chapter had been
written in the History of Siam and that a new link had been added to the development in the
far East and I really wondered, how few of Europeans present did understand the difference
between the picture which have been unrolled that day before them.

At the present time there is established all through the country a number of public
and high schools, where instruction is given both by Siamese and European teachers.

As an instance of how well these schools are intended it may be mentioned that in
one of the great processions on the occasion of the King’s Jubilee 10,000 school children all
from Bangkok marched past the King. They were all dressed in white trousers and gray jackets
and straw hats marched in sections just as soldiers do.

The King was satisfied with this part of the procession and I heard him say to the
Minister for Ecclesiatical afTairs “the quantity we now have, take care that we have the quality
too™, but one of the greatest things which the King has done during his reign and which will
preserve his name and memory in grateful remembrance amongst the people as long as Siam
exists is abolition of slavery. When the King ascended the throne nearly half of the population
of Siam were slaves. All the prisoners of war from the olden times and their descendants,
comprising a great number belonged to the Government. They employed in the Army, and
in the Navy, and in all Government works, and they were bound to serve several months in
the year from their eighteenth year, with little or no compensation as long as they lived, and
their children after them had to do the same.  Further more every man or woman in the
country could lend money against security of their person. For such a loan a judicial document
was issued according to which the borrower became the slave of the lender till he could pay
back the amount. But as the borrower had to give according to which the borrower the slave
of the lender till he could pay back the amount. But as the borrower had to live according
to the instruction of the lender and have to give all his time and labour as compensation for



- o
@00 ﬁﬂll'lﬂ‘a' ‘fl]ﬂ @m I.fiIJ m

— ——— e i
the interest on the loan and without re-com-pense other than board and lodging. Then it

" was, as a rule, nearly impossible for the borrower to buy himself free again and in this way a large
number of the population had become slaves.  Even the children of the parents who borrowed
under these conditions belonged to the lender, and were thus born slaves. The master had
great power over such a slave, he could use him for all purposes possible, flog him, put him in
irons or send him to prison almost at his own direction. The only chance a slave had against
a too cruel master was to get some other person, more humane, to repay the amount to his
former master, against which he had to go and serve the new master.  But the road was long
and narrow with many lions prawling about in it for prey. Sometime after the King had
ascended the throne he issued a proclamation which ordained that all the children who were
born of slaves should after the date of the proclamation be free and that amount which a slave
owed should not be allowed to be raised and that from the original loan a certain amount should
be deducted monthly as compensation for service rendered and that when the whole of the loan
should thus be paid off the slave was to become free and further again that no slave contract
should be made from the date of the proclamation. These arrangements had the effect of
frecing all the old slaves, and the King also released all the descendants of prisoners of war
from compulsory service and then the whole population of the country became free and they
became equal in the eye of the law.

These great changes in the most intimate relations in public life were effected with
the great tranquillity and order and everything now exists under these new conditions. The
people of Siam are now like most peoples of the other countries subjects to compulsory con-
scription to render to the Government and beyond this they are free, free with, in the full
meaning of the word, free, not only from slavery and compulsion, from powers above, as well as
from powers below, but allowed to live and to work as and when they choose. These develop-
ments of the country and the freedom of the people have contributed much towards the rise
of the revenues and it may here be mentioned that the revenue which in 1892 was Tics, 15,000,000.
had increased in 1907, fifteen years later to Tics 57,000,000, 13 being equal to 18 Kroner.

It seems indeed that the greatest results have been obtained during the King's
reign, but the King has told me himself that there is still much to be desired and one may
therefore hope for the benefit of his country and his people, that the King may have a long
and prosperous reign before him.

The endeavours of the King to raise Siam to the height of the highest civilised country
have been well understood by the European Powers and America and has been met with the
highest appreciation but at the same time they have not been able to protect his country from
encroachments which have been deeply felt and will not soon be forgotten especially as they
come [rom places for-where they have been least expected.

And these encroachments are certainly the only dark events in the King of Siam’s

—
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long reign.

Notes : Admiral Richelieu entered the service of the Royal Siamese Naval Department in
April 3 rd, 1875. He was a Danish, working as Commander of several His Majesty Ships :
Regent, Muratha, Siam Mongkut, Vesatri, Maha Chakri, Ubon Burathit. He followed
King Chulalongkorn on all his trips to sea, up river, inland, to Java, Singapore and other
European countries. He was promoted in title, rank and position from time to time. He
was made Phya Chaulayut Jotin in 1891, Rear- Admiral in 1893 and Commander in Chief
of the Royal Navy ih 1901. His long service with the Royal Navy totalled 27 years.
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