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CULTURAL HERITAGE ON THAI LAND

vnummminmmlvmlﬂumwmm YaRn n:vmmw‘ﬂ\mmﬂmuﬂn'] 1ann Following various surveys and excavations of shrines and
sanctuaries in Thailand conducted by the Fine Arts Department, a
great number of art works of archaeological value has been uncovered
mu\h"mﬂmm mwmmmni:Nﬂmuwﬁnmms m?mﬁm:mmmm\h:m dating back to the pre-historic period. So it has been known that
mmsumM\Armmwn haslnodegnning  usihiduaonian g q dou the Thai historic and cultural heritage is found in abundance in this
part of Asia.

Deeming it deplorable that the evidences before the 19th
Buddhist Century had not yet been widely known among students,
scholars and the public, the Fine Arts Department therefore put up
an exhibit called ‘“Cultural Heritage on Thai Land’’ at the National
Museum, Bangkok, from November 3 to December 30, 1970.
T — r«sm-uvﬁ%«! Most of the collections on exhibit are owned by the National
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Historians believe that people of the Thai race had occupied
the land which is now Thailand since the 19th Buddhist century.
The next question is that prior to 1800 B.E., who or which race of
people occupied this land and how their history and civilization
developed.

Museum of Bangkok and the National Library. Some of the items

were borrowed from private individuals.
NEANBERTHAL MAN




A A@wIINEnT AiEm13198 WNIARITIH se-oke

Wheel of law in stone, Dwarawadi period, 11th-12th Buddhist Centuries.
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At any rate, both Thai and foreign archaeologists who had conducted
archeological explorations of history and culture on the land of the Thai
had generally divided the historical structure into there eras, namely
pre-historical, transition of historical and historical eras.

The Pre-historical Period contains the Stone Age and the Metal Age.

The Stone Age is sub-divided into three periods in accordance with

the excavated stone impl viz : the Palaeolithic Period, the Mesolithic
Period and the Neolithic Period.
% In the Palaeolithic Period between 500,000 and 10,000 years, the

stone implements discovered at Kanchanaburi and Chiang Rai were of
crude type and classified as chopping implements of South and East Asia
as they had also been found in other neighbouring countries.

Appliances of the Mesolithic Period between 10,000 ana 8,000 years
excavated in several provinces, particularly in Kanchanaburi, covered four
types, namely

1. Dome-shaped bulky and embossed equipment.

: 2. Tobinian instruments.
x| 3. Short axes.
4. Choppers.
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A stone inscription found at Amphoe
Ta Phraya, Changwat Prachin Buri.
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Sri Khoraphum temple at Ban Prasart, Changwat
Surin, built in bricks in 15th- 16th Buddhist Centuries.
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Brass candle-sticks, Lopburi period around B.E.
1700 - 1750.
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Besides scaled off stone implements, there were those made of
bones and also earthenware which were considered the oldest in
Southeast Asia. They were found in ‘Pee Man’ cave, Amphoe
Muang, Changwat Mae Hong Son in the northernmost part of the
country.

The Neolithic Period lasted from 4,000 to 2,000 years.
Implements of this age found in more than 30 provinces consisted
of axes made of a square stone smoothly polished and sharpened in
the shape of an axe head and others made of bones, shells and
earthenware.

People of this age began to adorn themselves with ornaments
like holed shells, beads made of shells and bracelets made of stone
and- bones.

Following the Stone Age was the Metal Age which covered
the early part or the Brass Age and the final part or the era in
which there was a mixture of iron and brass equipment or the
so-called Dongson Culture.
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An eight-facet stone inscription at Phra Kal shrine, Lop Buri.
Dwarawadi period, 11th - 16th Buddhist Centuries. Height 1.45 metres.
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Heads of Buddha
images of various
styles.
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An image of the god Brahma, Lopburi period, discovered at

n shrine, Ch

Nakhon Ratch
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Buddha in meditation, Lopburi period,
18th-19th Buddhist Centuries.
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Roman lamps, before 6th Buddhist
Century, unearthed at Nakhon Pathom
(left) and bead ornaments of Funan period
(right ).
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The Brahmin God Narayana,
Lopburi period, about B.E. 1750-
1800, cast in bronze. Height 58 cm.
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Sea-shell necklaces. In the
foreground are stone axes.
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Beginning from 4,500 to 4,200 years was the Bronze Age.
Men of this age especially those inhabitants of Khon Kaen
were experts in casting bronze about 2,000 years even before
historical men in China. At Amphoe Phu Wiang, Khon Kaen,
a copper-headed axe of about 4,800-4,600 years of age was
found, the only and oldest axe of this age ever found in this
region.

Coloured pattern eathernware were first discovered in Udon
Thani and later in several areas in the Northeast mingled with
brass equipment, and that is why they belonged to the Bronze
Age. The Fine Arts Department had sent specimens of those
earthenware for age checking at the laboratory of the University
of Pennsylvania and it was found out that their age was about
6,000-7,000 years, the oldest ones in Southeast Asia.

During the final part of the Metal Era, about 2,800 years
ago, a mixture of iron and bronze equipment and utensils
were found in every part of the country. All these materials
were classified as Dongson Culture following their first discovery
in Doagson, North Vietnam.
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Pottery of the new stone age, found at Kanchanaburi.
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Coloured pottery discovered at Ban Chiang, Udon Thani.
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Ceremic jar of Lopburi period, 16th—17th Buddhist
Centuries.
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Bronze conch-shells of Lopburi
period (about B.E. 1700-1750) used
in religious ceremony and as musical
instrument (blowing) as well. »
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4 Bronze bowl, Lopburi period (about
B.E. 1800) used in religious ceremony
or as house utensil.




NINUA 7
Head of Gotama (the Lord Buddha before attaining enlightenment ),
unexpectedly found in a ruined stupa at Ban Tanode, Amphoe Non
Sung, Changwat Nakhon Ratchasima.
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The stone statue of the God Narayana in pill-box hat, 11th
Buddhist Century. Height 195 cm.

Following the Pre-historical Era was the Era of
Historical Transition which was the Suwannapume Era
of the Kingdom of Funan

The Kingdom of Funan was a significant kingdom
in Southeast Asia, located around the south of the
Mekong river basin and once extending so far as to
cover the middle part of the river.

In Thailand, excavations at the old town of Chansen,
Amphoe Takhli, Nakhon Sawan, revealed as follows:—

B.E. 790-983, the first part of the Kingdom of
Funan, Funan was still a village. Excavated objects
were similar to those found in Vietnam and also at
Amphoe Uthong of Suphan Buri. The most important
materials discovered were earthenware of the hardest and
oldest type and also the oldest ceramics in Southeast
Asia with the exception of those found in Tonkin.

B.E. 993- 1123, the final part of Funan, a big
village.

Besides, at Amphoe Uthong, Suphan Buri, objects
of Funan Period were also found including coins,
earthenware sedls, beads, golden ware and sculptures,
etc. Professor Jean Boisselier, of the University of
Sorbonne, France, who was several years in Thailand
for a research study of Dwarawadi Period, stated that
there were traces of culture of the kingdom of Funan
at Muang Uthong.
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Buddha votive tablets, Srivichai

period, found at Amphoe Phun Phin,
Changwat Surat Thani.
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An  architrave, Kampongphra
architectural  style, 13th Buddhist
Century, carved in stone, width 42
em., length 168 cm.

The last era is the Historical Era covering the
carly part of the Historical Era and the Thai Historical
Era.

In the early part of the Historical Era, the following
kingdoms were mentioned:—

Isanpura Kingdom ( 11th— 13th Buddhist Centuries)
It was believed to be located on the east of Dwarwadi
Kingdom and on the west of Champa Kingdom which
are now the areas in the south of Laos and Cambodia.
This kingdom was a continuation of the kingdom of
Funan. Though a Buddhist kingdom in general, the
kings rather supported the Hindu religion than Buddhism

e dmon/Tnu uamlyy

A stupa base of Wat Chulapathone, Nakhon
Pathom.
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Stucco bas-reliefs on the stupa base of the same monastery.
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Buddha image, showing Amaravati influence in the adjustment
of the robe, 10th-11th Buddhist Centuries.
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and this accounted for the fact that most of the

sculptural and architectural works of this kingdom had
* g to do with temples and gods of Hindu religion rather
than those of Buddhism. Evidences of this kingdom’s
art and culture were discovered in Phetchabun, Prachin
Buri, Songkhla and Buri Ram.

Dwarawadi Kingdom (11th - 16th Buddhist Centuries)
This kingdom, located at the Chao Phya river basin in
the central part of the nation, was one of the most
important centres of Buddhist culture. Is architectural
and sculptural works, found at various towns, had all
to do with religion.

Yonok Kingdom ( 12th —18th Buddhist Centuries )
This kingdom stretched from the northern part of the
present territory of Thailand up to Tonkin and the Shan
State of Burma. Up to the present moment, there have
been no excavations of antiques of this kingdom and
hence very little of its history and civilization is known.
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Buddha in meditation cast in terra-cotid, Dwarawadi period,

10th - 11th Buddhist Centuries. Height 45.5 cm., width 29.5 cm.
( measured at the lap).
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The oldest stunding Buddha found in
Thailand, in late Funan style, 10th—11th
Buddhist Centuries. Height 59.3 cm.
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 Mother-Child ™,  terra-cotta,
Dwarawadi style, 11th - 12th Buddhist
Centuries.

4.2

. 4 4 - %
WNNTANYS  (YWNTAMIIMN e>—a5) Aainssuaioimanszymsgl gl

o o 4
nsmauany wozmmas  mnzkzansmonibaemmanuumey
o § o o d -
uuasiesr  gufunmseauszuhamsmanaimannemud - daTammssy
G OINCIART
. oa g L3 g 5
dugmlsziamansng wiabusynedazuazsivenndnstng s§ln
4 o v < %
dasz dannnlng qlwis azl3-oluson wnsedsssuss dwsvoanshsing
El M ) M <4 o o &
Audaiiuminszunsadeysn @i uazadssaulndund

Sri Janasa Kingdom (15th—16th Buddhist Centuries) This
kingdom was believed to be located at the present territory of Nakhon
Ratchasima. No archaeological excavations have been made concerning
this kingdom.

Srivichai Kingdom (12th —17th Buddhist Centuries) This kingdom
extended from the upper part of the Malayan peninsula from Chumphon
downwards to the entire peninsula. A large part of art objects found
in this kingdom were similar to those discoverd at Sumatra and Java
islands, reflecting their close cultural and political relations. Srivichai
had been one of the most significant centres of Indianized civilization
until the 18th Buddhist century when it fell.

Lopburi Kingdom (16th - 19th Buddhist Centuries) Art objects
of this period comprised both Buddha images, Brahmin gods, Buddhist
shrines and Brahmin temples. This was because the people professed
Buddhism of Mahayan sect called ““ Trantra”, which was a combination
of Buddhist and Brahminical religions. Arts and culture of this
kingdom took after the Khmer style.
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A stone inscription at Wat
Sema Muang, Changwat Nakhon Si
Thammarat.
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Buddha images cast by Lamplun artistes,
Dwarawadi style, terra-cotta.

The Thai Historical Era was divided into Free Thai
States and the Thai Kingdom. The Free Thai States
consisted of Lanna Thai, Sukhothai, Lavo-Ayothaya,
Nakhon Si Thammarat, while the Thai kingdom comprised
three periods, namely : Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya, Thon
Buri, and Ratanakosin.

On account of its sublime civilization handed down
through various kingdoms and periods and successively
developed for more than 30,000 years, the present Thai
territory had become a wealthy treasure (rove of
archaeological interest of the world. Numerous interna-
tionally prominent archaeologists have been pouring in
to conduct research study concerning the ways of living,
political institutions, administration and various social
practices of ancient days. This was because the land
had recorded consecutive stories of evolution in history
and civilization of ancient people. This territory has
therefore become a diamond of the first water in the
world history and civilization of this region.
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The world-famed stone engraving depicting God Narayana sleeping
under the sea. It used to be the property of Ku Suantaeng Temple,
Amphoe Phutthaisong, Changwat Buri Ram. Width 63 cm., length
185 em. Lopburi period, 17th— 18th Buddhist Centuries.

A one-time architrave of Ku Suantaeng Temple, the statve is
engraved on sand-stone showing God Narayana lying on a dragon, an
animal in Chinese mythology.

The object d’art was stolen in 1964 and was later put up on
display at a museum in the US. After some negotiations between the
Thai Government and the lawyer of the *“owner” of the art object,
Thailand regained it on July 24, 1970



Changwat Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya
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A January 6, at Rincome Hotel, Chiang Mai,
His Majesty the King entertained to dinner Mr.
Leonardo Eulalio do Naseimento e Silva, Brazilian
Ambassador, who took leave of His Majesty at
the end of his term of office here.
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« January 4, Their Majesties the King and
Queen together with H.R.H. Prince Vajiralongkorn
helicoptered to various villages and districts of
Chiang Mai to visit hilltribe people.

The Royal Couple and the Prince on the
occasion distributed dried and canned food to the
border police and inhabitants, stationery and sweets
to children, and sheep for breeding to chiefs of

the Black Musso.
v
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January 13 saw the Royalty visiting another two Meo
villages at Doi Pui, Suan Songsaen and at Suan Buakha, Amphoe
Hang Dong, Chiang Mai.

At Suan Songsaen, German Ambassador Dr. Ulrich Scheske
presented to His Majesty 20 breeding sheep on behalf of the
Government of the Federal Republic of Germany.
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Another trip was made by the Royal Couple on January 11 to
Meo hilltribe villages at Ban Nonghoi, Tamtol Pongyaeng, Amphoe
Mae Rim and Ban Huay Tonpung, Tambol Bokaew, Amphoe Samoeng,
Changwat Chiang Mai.

Sheep and breeding cows were handed over to the two villages
by His Majesty in accordance with the Royal aid project to the hill-
tribes. The border police were presented with food and commodities,
while school materials and candies were given away to school-children
by Her Majesty the Queen.

The Royal Couple on the same occasion toured plantations of
the hilltribe inhabitants and observed the activities of the Royal
medical team.
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<« January 14 Their Majesties the King and Queen
proceeded from Bhubing Palace to Chiang Mai

University to preside over the commencement cere-
mony for academic year 1969-1970.
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December 31, the Royal Couple together with
H.R.H. Prince Vajiralongkorn helicoptered from Chiang
Mai to Nan, where they visited the Border Police, the
Cavalry Unit and the officials of the Highways Depart-
ment, on active service in the remote area of the
province.

M= it

-

o Z d = o £l
bd TUNAN  MIADANITLOINAAVNTZIIFA UMD

9 o v Y o o &
AVANIAINITLNGNOUTD 1INIIBINDINTDY Taasnoun

wrmimngiannioml wiadealnl Wnsadey
NBIMAUMIANTIINBUANIUR &

Tulomanildnszammuasoaglnnilng - e
Wszusun mMuAmINN LAY

4 December 24, the Royal party motored from |
Bhubing Palace, Chiang Mai to visit the headquarters
of the Border Police Region 5. |

His Majesty the King, on the occasion, delivered
gifts and an address of advice to the border police-
men.
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On the morning of Saturday, January 9,
1971 Prime Minister Field Marshal Tha-
nom Kittikachorn was present at the Royal
Plaza to preside over the military demons-
trations and displays organized by the
Supreme Command Headquarters in Com-
memoration of the Children’s Day.

About 5,000 children turned up at the
opening ceremony to listen to an address
of advice by the Prime Minister, who also
gave a motto for the Day ‘Be industrious
and do good when young so as to be happy
and prosperous in the future”.

The Day’s programme which
lasted from 7.00 to 17.00 hours fea-
tured 340 items put up by 45 units
of the Ministry of Defence.

On the same occasion, the Pre-
mier and Thanpuying Chongkol
Kittikachorn visited children of va-
rious charity institutes, distributing
to them school materials and treating
them to luncheons. About 1,300
children benefitted from the coﬁple’s

generosity on the day.
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Dr. Weldon Gibson, Executive Vice-President of the Stanford
Research Institute, was welcomed on arrival at Don Muang Airport
to participate in the S.R.I. meeting in Bangkok from January 13-16,
1971.
»
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Air Chief Marshal Dawee Chullasapya, Minister of Communi-
cations (left), inaugurated the 19th session of the Transport and
Communications Committee of ECAFE at Sala Santitham on January
13. v
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Sir. D.K. Jawara, the President of Gambid. and
Lady Chilel Jawara left’ Don Muang Airport after a
short visit to Bangkok recently.
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Major General Robert A. Hay of
Australia, took over as Chief, SEATO
Military Planning Office, from Brigadier
General Felix T. Pestana of the Philip-
pines, on January 13.

One of General Hay’s first assign
ments was to call on SEATO Secretary-
General Jesus Vargas. From left
Deputy - Secretary - General Robert
Hyslop, General Hay, General Pestana
and Secretary - General Vargas.
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Somdej Phra Wannarat,
Abbot of Wat Phra Chetupon, is
seen anointing one of the two new
DC-8 aircraft at Don Muang Air-
port. Purchased by the THAI
International, the four-engined
jet aircratf have started operating
between Bangkok-Seoul and
Bangkok - Singapore since early
January, this year.
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America’s representative to the Asian
Development Bank had a chance to meet
several leading Thai economists and bankers
at a lunch hosted by Counselor of Embassy
Mr. Konrad Bekker, January 11.

Among those attending were from left :
Chamras Chaturabatana, President of the
Thai Bankers Association, Dr. Boonrod Binson,
Deputy Minister of National Development,
Mr. A.E. Weatherbee, new US Director
of the Asia Development Bank, Yukta Na
Thalang, Comptroller of the State Railway of
Thailand, new US Director of the Asia
Development Bank and Mr. Bekker.
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Members of the SEATO Wives
Group, meeting at the home of Mrs.
Jesus Vargas, were honoured on January
20 with a visit by H.R.H. the Princess
Mother. Shown chatting with Her
Royal Highness are from left : Mrs.
Jose Reyna, Mrs. Vargas, Mrs. Wilford

Kramer, Khunying Aree Chullasapya
and Mrs. Desmond Barry.
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At Phra Srimahabhothi Mental
Hospital, Ubon Ratchathani. an American
airman helped a nursing instructor there
fixing an electro-encephalograph machine
which had been out of order.
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4 A group of finance and investment
representatives from Japan paid a call
on Nai Pote Sarasin (middle) Deputy
Premier and Minister of National
Development, at the Ministry on

January 22 on the occasion of the
former’s visit here.
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The Swedish Ambassador-designate to Thailand,

- Mr. Eric Virgin (right) arrived in Bangkok to take
up his new post here in early January. Among those

on hand to meet him at the airport was Deputy
Director-General of the Protocol Department Dej
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On January 22 at the Ministry of National Development,
Mr. Eugene Black (middle), Chairman of the Mekhong
Basin Development Advisory Board, paid a call on Dr.
Boonrod Binson (right), Deputy Minister on the occasion
of the former’s visit here. ~He was accompanied on the
occasion by Mr. William J. Tonesk (left), First Secretary
of the US Embassy.

In the right picture Mr. Black is seen with US Am-
bassador Leonard Unger.
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At a charity performance
staged at AUA on the evening of
January 18, in aid of the victims
of the recent floods in southern
Thailand. v
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H.H. Prince Prem Purachatra,
Thai Ambassador to India and Nepal,
receiving a garland presented by a
ground hostess on his arrival at Don
Muang Airport early in February
for a private visit.
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“We don’t want people to baby us. What we blind people
want most is a friend who will chat with us, come with us to a movie
or take us for a ride in a car or a boat,” said Aurora Li Sribuapan,
a blind teacher at the School for the Blind, Rajvithi Road, Bangkok.

One of the nearly 600 Thai scholars who furthered their studies
in the United States under the Fulbright Programme administered by
the Thailand - United States Educational Foundation, Aurora, at the
age of 18, was the first blind student ever to receive a Foundation
travel grant to further her education at the Overbrook School for
the Blind, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. This year the Foundation is
beginning its third decade of academic interchange between the United
States and Thailand.

After four fruitful years in the United States, Aurora returned
to Thailand in 1955 and taught at the School for the Blind in Bangkok
for five years before she was asked to help set up a school for the
blind in Chiang Mai where she said she could make use of her
administrative experience gained from the United States.

Now happily married with one small son and a 15-year-old
adopted daughter, Aurora and her partly-blind husband, Krueng
Sribuapan, run a poultry farm in Soi 1, Paholyothin Road, Bangkok,
while she herself continues teaching English at the School for the
Blind.

“My students are not all blind, you know,” she said laugh-
ingly, “many of them are housewives, doctors and teachers.”

Not the type to let gr grow under her feet, Aurora studied
on her own and obtained a teaching certificate (Por. Mor.) from
the Ministry of Education. Her next goal is to obtain a Bachelor’s
Degree in Education *although it is very difficult to get in one of
those teachers’ colleges, ” she said.

An admirer of *“ Dok - Mai-Sod ” and “ Kukrit,” Aurora longs
to see more Thai novels transcribed into Braille. “My friends and
I are now transcribing a Thai story for children into Braille. It’s
called ‘ Mai-pen-rai, Leum Sia Therd,” »* added Aurora.
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Recently returned to Bangkok was General Netr Khemayodhin,
Director of the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Secretariat.
He had been attending the sixth SEAMES conference in Saigon.
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The gift of three toy elephants in

the arms of Chakthip Pibultiam, a THAI
International air steward is to be presented

to Terminder Singh in Kuala Lumpur on

the occasion of his one-year birthday
anniversary in January. It is well remem-

bered that Tarminder was born on board

the THAI International enroute Kuala
Lumpur - Bangkok and it was Chakthip

e who administered the delivery of the baby.
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Prachaya Jumpasut (second
from right) and Supachai Kum-
choo (left), Rotary exchange
students from Thailand, showing
some young Australians how to
write Thai script in Melbourne,

Australia.
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Sirikanya Ayuwatna, an air hostess
of THAI International has been chosen to
represent the company as well as the Thai
community at the International airlines
fashion parade to be held in Sapporo City,
Japan.
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The boy scout jamboree, the largest ever
held in Australia took place for the 9th time
recently at Leppington. In the picture, leader
of the contingent from Thailand, Sutas Maoli-
kul preparing to take a photograph of two
Australian scout leaders from Sydney and Can-
berra.
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Phramanuvet Vimolnart, President of the
Supreme Court of Thailand, and his party left
recently for the 2nd Law Conference in Manila.
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Thai artist Prapan Srisuta with his works
at the Hong" Kong Hotel lobby where he held
exhibitions of his paintings recently.
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Pornphai Boonyaphat (left) and Pontip
Suntarin were two Thai girls who became the
centre of interest at the 1970 Festival of Orchids
held in Melbourne, Australia, from October 6
to 10.

The orchids they are holding were flown
from Thailand for the occasion.
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Some of Thai dancers who performed at ““Thai Night™
held at Manila Intercontinental Hotel, in conjunction with
the 20th |General Conference of PATA in Manila, the Philip-
pines at the end of January 1971.
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