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Executive Summary

This academic paper is to review background knowledge and information and to evaluate
situation as related to the development of the research project titled “Health Information System for
Thai People”. The paper is commissioned by the Health Research Institute, under the Ministry of
Public Health to Dr. Pracob Cooparat, the consultant to the Distributed Education Center, Asian
Institute of Technology. The paper has 2 main objectives, (1) to review related literature gathering
essential information, the existing state of the arts, and related conditions to “Health Information
System for Thai People”, (2) to formulate concepts, frame of research questions, and synthesize
concepts for the research proposal of “Health Information System for Thai People”.

The paper has 4 chapters related to “Health Information System for Thai People” focusing
on 4 types of media with potential for study in the project; (1) radio and television (2) printed
materials (3) emerging digital technologies, and (4) online learning for promoting health. The
research project will require 18 million Baht during the period of 3 years. The funding sources of 9
million Baht will be via the Health Research Institute, and the other 9 million Baht will be from other
sources.

During the first year of research, there will be activities as follows: (1) setting up of the
academic advisory committee (2) meeting for setting up the related frame and concept of
research operation (3) meeting for the detail plan for conducting sub-research projects and
developing research questions (4) recruiting appropriate researchers and staff (5) conducting
research projects according to approved plan, and (6) synthesizing and providing inceptive
reports, gathering suggestions, and adapting the research plan according the more available
information, suggestions, and changing context.

The benefits of the research projects will be in 5 areas as follows:

1. The creation of academic network and collaboration among selected groups, called
“Health Information Transformers” researchers, research users, research managers, and
related organizations. It will help expanding know-how with the “multi-disciplinary
approach”

2. The enabling tools and mechanism for organizations/ research users to create “Health
Information Transformers”, making valuable information as related health promotion to
Thai people. It is aiming at creating good pools of resource persons in creating and

promoting health related information for Thai people.



3. Concern for developing policies, roles, and mechanism for managing health related
information for Thai people. It is to evaluate, validate, monitoring, and provide quality
assurance for health related information for Thai people. These activities will be in line with
the mission of “Health Reform in Thailand”.

4. Enabling research users’ organizations/units to manage mechanism to create health
information system for Thai people available in the modern world, suitable to various types
of users.

5. Enabling prototypes for modern health information services, in responding to new
opportunities already available in developed countries, and rapidly coming and more

available in Thailand. It is to act pro-actively to the new opportunities and challenges.
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(Resume)

Associate Prof. Pracob Cooparat, Ph.D.
329 ana19138 as.ilsznay quiaw
Consultant — Distributed Education Center,
Asian Institute of Technology
Postal Address:
P.O. Box 4, Klong Luang
Pathumthani 12120, Thailand
Tel: (66-2) 524-6615
Fax: (66-2) 524-6618
E-mailing Address: pracob@ait.ac.th

Website: www.dec.ait.ac.th

General Background:

Date of Birth January 30, 1946
Age: 56 years
Place of Birth Bangkok, Thailand
Citizen of Thailand.
Marital Status Married.
Dependents Wife: Assistant Prof. Dr. Nattanipha Cooparat,

Wife occupation: Assistant Professor at the Department of Educational
Administration, the Faculty of Education, Chulalongkorn University,
Bangkok, Thailand 10330

Children’s name and ages:

Miss Oraprapa Cooparat, 26 years old

Mr. Prach Cooparat, 21 years old
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Education and Training or Academic Background:

Institution/School Dates Certificate, | Field, Major

Attended Diploma,

Degree
Dhebsirin Secondary School, 1959 1964 | High School | -
Bangkok, Thailand Certificate
Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, | 1964 1968 B.A. Education
Thailand
Kansas State Teachers College, 1968 1970 | M.S. Educational
Emporia, Kansas, U.S.A. Administration
Kansas State Teachers College, 1970 1972 | Specialist Educational
Emporia, Kansas, U.S.A. Degree Administration
University of Oklahoma, Norman, 1975 1978 Ph.D. Educational
Oklahoma, U.S.A. Administration and
Higher Education

Self-learning gained from the various tasks assigned or committed during the past 20 years:

Computer and Communication: concepts and skills.

- Information Technology - Network Development at the institutional, national, regional, and

global levels.
- Project planning, feasibility studies.
- Strategic planning.
- Innovative academic management.

- E-learning, Courseware development.

Employment Experience:

In 1973 I started my civil service career as an instructor at the Faculty of Education,
Ramkamhaeng University, Bangkok, Thailand. The university was the first open
university designated to serve open opportunity for Thai fast emerging middle-class
offspring, who the more traditional institutions of higher learning could not
accommodate. I had worked at Ramkamhaeng University for 7 years, which then
included spending 4 years at the University of Oklahoma for my Ph.D. Program

In 1980 T asked for permission to be transferred to the Faculty of Education, Chulalongkorn
University, Bangkok, to work for the Department of Higher Education, which was
more appropriate to my academic training and life goals. I had worked at
Chulalongkorn University, at the same time serving in various administrative
positions as well as practicing my professional career as educational consultant,
innovator and writer as well.

I served at Chulalongkorn University as the Vice President for Academic Affairs for the term of 4

years under the presidentship of Prof. Dr. Charas Suwanwela.
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The following are records of my past and present achievements:

Positions at Ramkamhaeng University:

1972

1973-1974

1979

Lecturer, the Faculty of Education, Ramkamhaeng University,

Bangkok, Thailand.

The secretariat of the Faculty Senate, Ramkamhaeng University, Bangkok,
Thailand.

Deputy to the Dean, the Faculty of Education, Ramkamhaeng University,
Bangkok, Thailand.

Academic and Administrative Positions:

1980

1981-1983

1985-1988

1989-1992

1994-1997

1997-1998

1998 - 2001

Lecturer at the Department of Higher Education, the Faculty of Education,
Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand.

Deputy to the Dean, for Planning and Development, the Faculty of Education,
Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand.

Head of the Department of Higher Education, the Faculty of Education,
Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand.

Vice President for Academic Affairs, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok,
Thailand.

Director of The Computer Center for Education and Development (CCED),
the Faculty of Education, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand.
Director of the Project: “Ph.D. Program on Higher Education” the Department
of Higher Education, Faculty of Education, Chulalongkorn University, using
mixed mode instruction, with Online education and classroom activities, with the
aims of

Extending opportunities to administrators of institutions of higher learning in the
provincial areas

Creating on-line database on Higher Education and Management

Experimenting on innovative teaching and learning using appropriate
Information Technology and

Self-reliant project financed by various sources.

Deputy Director for Administration & Communication for the Secretariat of the
Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization - SEAMEO

Secretariat - www.seameo.org

Professional Experiences and Achievement:
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1980-1981

1989

1993

1993

1994

1994-1996

1993-1994

1998-1999

Head researcher of the study project on “The system of Higher Education in
Thailand” The Office of the National Education Commission - ONEC,
Bangkok, Thailand.

Head of the Researchers, “Directions of the Private Colleges and Universities in
Thailand” for the Ministry of University Affairs - MUA, Bangkok, Thailand
Advisory Member to the Minister of Education, “The Direction of Thai Education
System - the 3 Decades Plan for the Ministry of Education” www.moe.go.th
headed by the Minister of Education, Mr. Sampan Thongsamak.

Visiting Scholar on “System and Development of Higher Education” to the People
Republic of Vietnam, in collaboration with the Department of Higher Education,
the Faculty of Education, Chulalongkorn University

Head Researcher on “System of Higher Education” for the Office of the National
Education Council - ONEC, Bangkok, Thailand

The Academic Advisor to the President of Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok,
Thailand

Consultant to the ASEAN Secretariat at Jakarta, Indonesia, with Dr. Amelia
Ancog from the Philippines, on the planning for “the ASEAN University
Network” Proposing

Creating the Charter for the AUN.

Human Resources Development for Modern University Management as a joint
degree program by participating member universities.

The AUN Electronic Library. The AUN started in 1997 with 12 leading
universities of the region participating in the project.

Researcher for The Office of the National Education Council - ONEC, "Higher
Education Reform in the United Kingdom" a part of documental Research,

providing information and ideas supporting the Education Reform in Thailand

At Chulalongkorn University:
1989-1992 as the Vice President for Academic Affairs, under the leadership of Prof. Dr. Charas

Suwanwela, The President, had created or proposed the followings:

1. Introducing Loan without interest for staff members to buy PCs, in order to promote

“Computer Literacy” through self-learning at home.

2. Proposing extending the service time of the Central Library from the formerly closing

time of 17.00 o’clock to 21.00 o’clock. It was determined to make the University

Library to be opened till midnight.

3. Proposing “Inquiry Learning Strategy and Curriculum Development for Chulalongkorn

University”. The project has the document of 27 pages introducing the master plan for

academic development at Chulalongkorn University.
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Proposing “Modern Student Evaluation” lead by Prof. Dr. Utumporn Chamornmarn, in
collaboration with the University of Cambridge - UCLES. It is the first step of “Quality
Assurance for Higher Education” at Chulalongkorn University.

Promoting “CAI - Computer Assisted Instruction Project” directed and managed by
Prof. Dr. Chalerm Varavit, and Dr. Pison Chutrakul, from the Faculty of Medicine,
Chulalongkorn University.

Promoting “English Language Testing” by the Language Institute, Chulalongkorn
University. It was aimed to develop the high standard of English testing equivalent to
TOEFL.

Promoting “Computer Proficiency Testing” creating a task force lead by Asso. Prof.
Somchai Tayanyong from the Computer Center, Chulalongkorn University, and
Assistant Prof. Dr. Sukree Rodpothong from the Department of Educational
Technology, the Faculty of Education, Chulalongkorn University.

Promoting “Child Creativity” lead by Associate Prof. Dr. Prasarn Malakul Na
Ayuthaya, a distinguished educational psychologist, formerly, the dean of the Faculty of
Education, Chulalongkorn University.

Promoting Human Resource Development through “Continuing Education Activities”
with Associate Prof. Dr. Wanchai Rijiravanich, Director of the Continuing Education

Center, Chulalongkorn University.

Creative Projects as related to Information Technology:

1993-1997 Director, the Computer Center for Education and Development CCED,

Chulalongkorn University, creating as an example of “reengineered unit within
the university” establishing the autonomous computer center without directly

spending the university budget.

1994-1998 Consultant on Human Resources Development and Information Technology

1996

Development to SEAMEQ Center for Higher Education and Development
(RIHED).

(See www.rihed.seameo.org )

Consultant to the GTZ - Germany, under the supervision of Mr. Eberhard
Blanke - Planning for “The Computer Based Training and facilities for the
Office of Accelerating Rural Development at the Prachantamkam, Prachinburi”
the Ministry of Interior, Thailand. The project was the proto-type of computer
centers created to serve the Human Resources Development programs in Thai

rural area.

1996-1998 Chairperson - Siam CyberEd , the leading company promoting Computer Based

Education in Thailand

(See www.cybered.co.th )




1996 Research Project head: “Teacher Education Reform: Global Survey” gathering
related information via Internet search for the Office of the National Education
Council - ONEC Bangkok, Thailand. It was among the first research projects in
the field of education, using the WWW database.(See www.onec.go.th )

1996-1997 Directing the creation of “Teacher Education Reform HomePage” for the Office
of the National Education council - ONEC Bangkok, Thailand. It has the
database of more than 10,000 pages of information in Thai language, related to
Education in Thailand.

( See http:// www.cybered.co.th/pracob/UKhied/ )

1996-1998 Consultant for the “Internet - Intranet Development for Narasuan University
1997-1999” Pitsanulok Province, Thailand. Aiming at creating the computer
network with activities covering the area of 9 provinces of the Lower-Northern
region of Thailand.

1997-1998 Consultant for the “Internet - Intranet Development Plan for the Nursing
College - Bangkok 1997-1999” aiming at linking 39 nursing college campuses
with computer network (See www.bcn.ac.th )

1997 Directing the creation of “Virtual Library for Nursing Education” for The
Nursing College - Bangkok Campus

1997-1998 Consultant to SEAMEOQO Secretariat for the “Development for SEAMEO IT
Networking 1998-2000”, under the leadership of Dr. Suparak Racha-Intra, the
Internet network among various SEAMEO offices and related organizations,
using uplink-downlink via Sattelite, with integration of national network of each

country (See www.seameo.net )

1998-2002  Consultant to Mahachulalongkornrajavidhyalaya Bhudhist University, with
17 campuses in Thailand, for the development of educational network supporting
Bhudhist monks, students, and clients of the university. (See www.mcu.ac.th )

1998-1998 Consultant to the College of Management, Mahidol University, IT
Development Plan, supporting students in its International Program and its future
plan to provide education on-line countrywide (See www.cmmu.net )

1998-2001 Deputy Director for Administration & Communication, The Secretariat of the
Southeast Asia Ministers of Education - SEAMEO Secretariat (See
WWW.seameo.org )

1998-2001 Proposing SEAMEONet, the network for education linking all educational

institutions in Southeast Asia, with appropriate network design and technology,
enabling network accessibility with the shortage route and most cost

effectiveness (See www.seameo.net )




1998-2001

2001

2000-2001

2002

Director of SEAMEO Darakham School Network - the network of 14 schools
and 4 other education related offices in Thailand with 30,000 participants
through the appropriate network sponsored by the Ministry of University Affairs
via UniNet, and SEAMEO Secretariat Office (See www.seameo.org )

Director of Information Technology Center for Education - ITCE, supported
and endorsed by the Foundation for Children, Child Institute, and other
collaborative organizations (See www.itce.in.th )

Managing Cosultant - Courseware Development (DSD-CBST) for the
Department of Skill Labor Development, Ministry of Labor and Social

Welfare - Bidding Projects with loan from Asian Development Bangkok - ADB,

awarded to Lertvilai Company (See www.dsd.go.th )
Consultant, Asian Institute of Technology, Distributed Education Center (AIT-
DEC)

Social and Voluntary Services:

1985

1985

1987-1995

1997

2001 -

Member of the governing board of The Foundation for Children, Bangkok,
Thailand. (See www.ffc.or.th )
Member of the governing board of The Komol-Keemthong Foundation,

Bangkok, Thailand (See komol.hypermart.net)

Vice-President of The Slum Child Care Foundation, under the patronage of the
late Royal Highness Princess Mother.

Chairman of the Board, The Child Institute, under the support of the Foundation
for Children, Bangkok, Thailand. (See www.childthai.org )

Director, Information Technology Center for Education, supported by the
Foundation for Children, promoting Online education, education without

boundaries (See www.itce.in.th )
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