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Cane-peeling may be seen on the left, and framework - making on the right
of this picture.
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Workman applying heat from a charcoal

stove to the piece of cane he is bending into
shape
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Binding the joints with strips of cane-peel
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Two workers in the process of coating rattan furniture with lacquer
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A sketch of head-boards for the bed
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mmmazm:qdnm Tunirinnsaniounae Some of the hand tools used in rattanwork
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Samples of rattan furniture and
household items
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(two above pictures) In front of
rattan products shops
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NWINAM rattanwork competition organized by the Industrial Promotion
Department....
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ROYAL ACTIVITIES

On March 10 at Chitralada Villa, His Holiness the Supreme
Patriarch, President of the Ecclesiastical Council paid a visit to His
Majesty the King, who had just recovered from an illness.
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His Majesty the King signs a royal
proclamation appointing M.R. Kukrit
Pramoj the country’s prime minister.
The House Speaker, Mr. Prasit
Kanchanawat, (left) presented the
document to His Majesty at Chitralada
Villa on March 14.
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Her Majesty is shown receiving Mr.
Mario Prunas, Italian Ambassador, and his
wife, who paid a courtesy call on Her Majesty
at Chitralada Villa on March 11.
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Visiting a border police patrol unit at
Chiang Kham district in Chiang Rai on March
1, Her Majesty the Queen and her two royal
daughters (Princess Chulabhorn, far right,
acting as secretary) are seen here listening to
a report from one of the policemen.
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Her Royal Highness the Princess Mother seems to
be telling the child strapped to his mother’s back to be
a good boy. His mother, a hilltribeswoman, visited the

Princess’ private mobile medical unit on duty at Mae
Rim district, Chiang Mai, on March 18.
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The Princess Mother (far right) is chatting in-
timately with an elder when she visited the people and
presented Colours to village scout units at Pa Sang
district, Lamphun, on March 22. Her daughter,
Princess Galyani Vadhana, (seated at the back) is also
present.
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His Majesty the King is pictured re-
ceiving credentials from Dr. Edgar von
Schmidt-Pauli, German Ambassador, in an

audience granted at Chitralada Villa on March
27.

n



NIILNW 1 3@ 100 THua?
BANGKOK: A HUNDRED YEARS AGO

v Wi . Parnpipop-Leela Bridge in the reign of King Rama V (1868 — 1910). In the background are
the familiar spires of the Grand Palace.
luavesonien « The tamarind encircled Pramane Grounds on the right now serves as the site for a
vear-round weekend market. State ceremonies and public sports were held here a hundred vears
ago as they are today.
Seen in, this picture are four means of transportation in those days (from left) a horse-drawn
carriage, an automobile, a rickshaw, and a boat ( far right) in the canal.
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House-boats along the bank of
the Chao Phya River, a peaceful
scene which has not quite vanished
in spite of the modern way of life.

A general view of the compound
of an old palace on the bank of the
Chao Phya River in Thon Buri. the
twin city of Bangkok. The palace
now serves as headquarters of the
Royal Thai Navy.

4 fort in front of Burapa Palace (which has since given way
to a shopping arcade). In the foreground is one of the ty pical
public water taps erected along the main roads of the city.

Hua Lampong Railway Station complete with rickshaws

waiting for an in-coming train.




Two buildings of the tional Museum, named (left)
Sivamokepimarn Hall and (right) Buddhaiswan Hall, form part
of the National Museum, then as now,

Part of China Town on Yawaraj road. The site has still

remained to this day both a business centre and residential

quarters for the Chinese community in Bangkok.

fa

Mahanak canal, an important water-way of the city

Boats and house-boats in the Chao Phya River, life-line of the
country
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A room arranged for the chil-

dren to learn about nature — some

_ flowers, trees and their branches —

and love them as well as create

artistic flower-arrangement out of
them.
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A fingers exercise for small
children will do good to their
hand and arm muscles and thus
contribute to good hand-writing
and indefatigable use of hands.
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Children of K.G. 2 are demonstrating simple ways of flower
arranging, using midribs of coconut leaves,......
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....Egypt reeds,....
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e
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....stems of water hyacinths (above), or a small branch of a tree
(right).
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WHAT DO WE TEACH IN A KINDERGARTEN *

Thailand had its first kindergarten in 1928 when Mater Dei
School opened its class with about twenty-one children.

At present, this country has approximately 400 privately-
owned kindergartens, some running separately and some forming
part of their elementary and/or secondary schools. Each school
has tried to adjust and improve its administrative work, curricula,
and teaching methods with the new tech;tiques it has received
from within the country or from abroad. Many of the owners,
administrators and teachers of these kindergartens have had special
education in this field.

A Catholic girls’ secondary school of the Ursulines, situated
on Ploenchit Road, Bangkok, Mater Dei has been keeping this
department up to standard. The class had the honour to enroll as
its pupils two future kings — H.H. Prince Ananda Mahidol in 1930
and H.H. Bhumibol Adulyadej in 1932. The school has now about
200 children under the supervision of eight teachers. Adapting the
teaching methods of several countries to the physical and mental

circumstances of the Thai child: Mater Dei kind ten aims at
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Acting to the rhythm of a drum or music during
an English language class — a way to let the children
learn the language with pleasure and also learn to keep
the rhythm, time and unanimity.

hing the child

to help th Ives as much as possible — a
theory put in practice by Montesorri 3}Id Frebel, founder of this
educational system.

Mater Dei kindergarten has two classes: Kindergarten I and
IL. The children of each class are separated into three classrooms.

Only children over four years old are admitted.

hi . "

Besides using d or easily made
with good effect, the school adopts a method to prevent
drowsiness among the children by having them change their classes
every thirty minutes.

The pictures presented here are from the 3rd exhibition of
the Mater Dei Kindergarten, held on February 28 this year. The
event was aimed at giving a chance to the parents to see by
themselves how their children study and play and to enable them
to come into close contact with their teachers. It was also held as a

ing off the chil

means of sh ’s work and as well as

affording an opportunity for those from other schools to observe

its work and exchange views and experiences.
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CONSERVATION OF NATIONAL HISTORIC STRUCTURES
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The Fine Arts Department has been
repairing several historic structures of the
country, besides its routine renovation
work. Modern techniques are applied to

gthen the old ¢ ions, for in-
stance, the injection of a chemical soluti
and insertion of stainless steel rods in
order to hold them firmly together as well
as the rubbing of a chemical solution over
their surface for protection against air
pollution and rain. The work has been
done with intense care to preserve as much
as possible the original appearances of the
objects.
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Renovation of the main prang or
pagoda of the Temple of Dawn (centre) in
Bangkok, which has been in a dilapidated
condition because of its agedness and a
thunderbolt, was completed last Septem-
ber. What remain to be done are the
satellite prangs and pavilions in four direc-
tions. The main prang, built in 1842 in the
reign of King Rama II, is considered a
masterpiece of the Thai architecture.
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A part of the main prang, before and after the repair. Almost all of the ancient decorative ceramic pieces on this
part were destroyed and had to be replaced by new ones.
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The assembly hall of Kongkaram Monastery in Ratchaburi province (below)
which was built more than 200 years ago and has one of the most splendid Thai style
mural paintings. It was badly damaged by some people who, out of the desire to
reconstruct it and the lack of foresight, had pulled down the balcony’s columns and
dug in the base of the building.

(below left) One of the carved door panels of the assembly hall which sunk
below the floor level on the same account.
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M.R. Kukrit Pramoj, head of the Social
Action Party, (centre, background) called the
first meeting of his government at the
Government House on March 20. Also a
coalition of 16 parties, this government
replaced M.R. Seni Pramoj’s which lost a vote
of confidence after its policy’s statement in
the House of Representatives on March 6.

w39, Angng Unluy weniguuni
pnlny
M.R. Kukrit Pramoj, new Prime

Minister and younger brother of M.R. Seni
Pramoj whom he succeeded.
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A folk-dance (above)

staged by small pupils of

the Thai Women’s Associa-
tion’s school on March 9
preceding a long school
holiday.
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The Australian Minister for the
Media, Semator Douglas McClelland
(second from right), and bis party during

iscussions with the D I of
the Government Public Relations Depart-
ment, Major-General Prakorb Charumani
(far right), and staff at the Public Relations
Department on March 18. The Minister
was in the course of bis inspection tour of
Australian Information Services in South-
east Asia.
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The largest number of
American AFS students to
ever arrive bere at one time,
25 persons, was greeted at
Don Muang airport March
25 by former Thai AFS
students. The Americans
will study in Thailand for a
year, living with Thai
families.
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Table Wonderland 1975 — a gathering of different styles of table setting — was organized on March 6 at the residence of Prince and
Princess Rangsit in Bangkok for the benefit of the Foundation for the Welfare of the Crippled under the Royal Patronage of H.R.H. the

Princess Mother.
Besides a display table graciously sent for the event by Her Majesty the Queen, there were 15 displays and 36 entries which

fantastically made the place a real table wonderland.

“The Traditional Table for
Thai Royal Family” arranged for
display by “Plaineun Palace.”

“Tzommalng” ge9imer

v,
ng

“Thai Food Table” arranged for
display by Baan Thai Restaurant.
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“Children’s Clown Fantasy Party’’ by Florine L. West, the
first-prize winner in the original class.

NUVRI8997U

Some leave with new ideas for
themselves.

Genwd “emmadisesaulnomngannaiis” ve9 8. innad $adn salngian Funwe

“Thai Breakfast” — a coffee boat, part of everyday life of the Thais living along the
waterway — arranged by Kesya Kitchen for Princess Vibhavadi Rangsit.
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A Cultural Fair was held for three days from March
7 to 9 in the compound of the National Council of
Women, Bangkok, in observance of the International
Women's Year 1975. The fair features demonstrations of
traditional ceremonies for such occasions as engagement,
wedding and New Year, as well as a display and
de of craf
and vegetable carving.

such as flower-making

‘Saba’, a traditional game played by young boys and
girls of ‘Mon’ descent during ‘Songkran’
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A “Khanmak” procession, leading a would-be groom to his
bride-to-be’s home with several t ! gifts and end foran

engagement ceremony.
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Pouring scented water into the hands of the elders is a gesture of
showing respect and wishes for their happiness on the occasion of
‘Songkran’ or the Thai traditional New Year, which usually falls on April
43,
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(above and left) ‘Bangkok Dolls’ has their fantastic products
on display in the fair.

Vegetable carving demonstrations
captivate a good number of fair-goers.
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Various groups of Kasetsart University fanned out into the

country to help in community development during the long summer
holiday in March and April.
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Happy and proud of their work — the building in the
backgroud.
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Members of a Develop Vol Camp are helping
villagers in the construction of a school building in Phichit

province.
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Helping hands for food cooking at adevelopment camp in Nong _,_-A'

Khai province. |
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Members of the university-villagers group are helping teach
children in a school in Kanchanaburi province,
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Stand by for a national flag’s raising before . starting con-
struction work of a school-building in Chaiyaphum province.
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