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Ancient Cham war-ship carved on the base of enclosure gallery of the Prasat Bayon constructed

in the early 13th century in Ancient Kampuchea.
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Another ancient Cham war-ship from the Prasat Bayon, carved in the early 13th century.
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Ancient Cham war-ship carved on the Prasat Bayon with Hera spewing bird decorated at the stern.
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INMMLIAD Guy Tachard, Voyage to Siam, White Orchid Press, Bangkok 1981

Royal Barge Procession seen by the French Catholic father during the reign of King Narai the Great
in late 17th century.
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SRV VEED) Guy Tachard, Voyage to Siam, White Orchid Press, Bangkok 1981

Close-up of the two barges in the Royal Barge Procession seen by the some Catholic father.

oY



metlaaniuinm i’m?ﬁﬂmq'luéﬁﬁwamﬁmﬂu o @t areluliuwvensetlusser Fadszan
»juﬁ'm'lu"iiwmﬁaﬁ']ﬁﬂwﬂmmmmmq NTUNBNANANINN Ustansunsenanivi I3 NTUNSEANT
UDNUIN IR INTUNTTAITIFNAUNYIN 1FBNTUATININT ILATTNINTUBN a"mwm‘lﬁﬁﬂﬁ':L?ﬂﬁ'ﬂé’qﬁvjumﬂlu
nsunasmsTiautne Fadstgnsivialng nsunainandie dnsuwssingauendie A nsuwsy
A1TRAUNENE  FRRUNTUVINGN NEVduAY Gavmsnenausadamiathinetirdudndramie
NSNSV @ &1 FelBimmenth © d

vuanenanamilath SFevunsueranan o & FavunsuFeiuan Fedddansuatanlngan
FEANNTANIUNDIN  Famsnsuaasesun Gefilaunsuaunssn Gaudunwszadimaniiian
athear o & dnilfing Fensueranniy o & BensuFetudie Fadslansuenanlng Feanensu

MIUNDITIE  (FRMSINTUDNATDITNE  (3DNIAUNTUIIUNDITE FauANITAGIEATEN aENaY
@ an

o o <

Inunannsamtiiaden DiFenenldings © 81 BaNuwng Fanasuan Faidinsunseimaly
v v v
uaziFaiinsunszinslvy Inuntieun vhedn wisezdr uenjuarenanliFavmstulvgieguen
v v
NUAENAN miliadn uavinet wisazan
= L av = 1 s‘a‘aa s =3 ci‘ P a (3

::mu‘lm’lmﬁmmma‘ﬂmmnuumﬂuﬂmmﬂi:muwaﬂﬂmﬂmms:mumquwmma‘wamaﬂ
uazussanFaiinmanuiifiuGaunsinsunisannsusiney  uReiulunssuwaiangrenns
wAUNTABNIAUNY

A @ ar ci'a:d I = q‘: =y =y w & | =y = =y ar =3 1 =3

NEINIANTdMIIMNeeElNUAALTY A FegUdniniee (erd Gede Gels (Gensu
warlizavien Tun.A. oave LAY W.A. ade wezumanAInssfunadnegi Tsalinssusune-
ANA dnsans nsendlugione warlinmeaniunia Jnisvinnssnetifiesasuiin Asui
ar 4=1l [ W v I ar ] = - <5 L = v
FINeN @ WITImALAINIZIaNINd IR NsmsuilFesRuunalusaliani@nuaznieama
= vl = e w o o | i & = Aday  d
ahlsalniiFanssietununamy  uazFadoumwununssnddngassdr  TuywunSenssiileoiun

v v 1 1
wAs fansswnsaieaties Fadadmiusmnunuliiirsesianis seunlufuniail & wezum
[ v v I ar Vo ﬂilq:/ s <y [

ANAINTTYRIBNINANABET NealdiTawssiilvanssumed unuGads

cll o = 1 A‘i oy =I|ql.¢ =y =sl = [

tduvdngrudnatnambefamsldiSanssids  uazGanszunulunuduueninilelananuass

é s -y as i 1

WENENATIUIALNTA 'zm:Lﬁﬂntﬁﬂu‘lﬁnnn?:muLi.viwT:ﬂgquwmmmmwamsmiuﬂmaﬁ o Ly
< ar <y - s [—3 = ar ‘3‘ [~3
WeNiU MIaTHUMEUTUNT SLNULARALREUNS SUATNINTALNTAIUSUNIAN @ NI UMALLAANS =8 L-

L b I ar
Lﬂﬁ"ll."l’]ﬂqw']

@D



NTTUIUTDONTLTVUNE N 1T IUTUNTZUTUAN

|
= e

nsldGenssitedydgwssusuamisngifuafiusnluFraloueanssiwns e wWezeaAns
TWsnStdiwsrusuAnaaauFans U RN RANLFUNERNTIATRE L INDN NS KNG
TneldGansrimlrzaussodedme sinmamiulsiadslasFanssiiinsasyriunuiunssuungmenns
GJ ar & & c!’ = cd‘ clz - - -=!l =1
WedamsrariivansfildgnsrusulnAludssAivgu o wezithgienudunsuvilsam  wiee
fruAAMsES M UINAINs LA IRa L Tws susuTnads s Ang umilaywunns v s en

vinsansruwvlUans ziuguna

® ar = cil L = e av [~ : -a; | [
AnFuniansrsruiansrusuandldnszuiuGansraanaaniiiuiinsruauiiaudnysanglusu
o v o &
wezusuAnwansiaghusulnAuazns sudtumiinslins suiungvenmsiineanamnsa (e
UN) WASMNTaLNsA (MNath) tuAe eunsusuAnanwe s ITeANg 99 Inteus b s
Taeldinssiungvenmsnanaunse lnedyidignssusuamnlssAvg uuuns v idassn Tswsatiosniy
¢ =i = s I a L% L5 v v o4
o BIA AR SDAUAANTTANSB UNsEeRsssn saldsednmanaantl soleadinian uaIRInanse
WNRTEsen  warmmMmesrsofilavieuduml nouan nszdindanes Igtmendigieatuusn
| & o oo T a e ] v
rounfusansrugUdnindwuml wo Aldiu RuldU UATIATENVBNAN AUAENTILIU
a
LATBIRN
4
- av - LY v = -.ntg a -
HAVAININNNANTEIIMNUINGINTSUSUANLAT STy N DUNBINT AT IULITE ANgULULIAREN
v X Al a Vo o |
nasfenssuaungvenan lauGenssminauiadneiml  wimenssuiungrennsraunsa laemss
v . & 1 N Y v -
Wil wezsalasansrasAlvgilssiuGanssmlaenlee waznszidngnunsnerslasanszasn
= s - o o v v oa P s o o a o
ANUTEILLWEaNT L ITINDUINUAN AUAIBIEBNUNUNAN ) AMUNLIN TTENRTENTRATNITONT T

wid mensTuiumenssuiuEedeuidun q laun

FAUIAWNS FaunAans
IFRIINTUNITHUN Godansauaudug
Falanlueviunm Faenlrenarives
IFRRINIMUNAL Fadauwnariunn
L?‘ﬂus‘aqﬁqﬂ%"mﬂ%uﬁ 13AUSAMDIARINNA
iFalnsasyuoum Falnsasy
FRAIMUATTRLNU FANLANWENY

ANUURMUMEIERUDARINIZEN WIZEN MUATUMLNAN G 1IU FaAYaR Fai (Faiden
GFaide Fanungldnineg Feav Fefudwan antuduFaumadninudiaug AdydingaTa

?WﬂJﬂTﬂﬂLlﬁ:Lﬂ?‘ﬂﬂﬁﬂ WSTTUIYMS WILTMEANUTLNUITDATANVANA WSLAULNTUAANTRATLNULAY 15D

el



UM ABNUBLENANLLIA AR VEINT L LAULVEITRLNE WAL AN AT DIAD ANLLARAVEINT LU ULVANLAN UYL

ﬂe:muwqwmmq'ﬂjam?ﬂﬁ'lﬂ'ﬂun'ﬁwe:muﬂwﬁuﬁqmﬁﬁuaiam‘é'nwma%’mma ALY
WIZUSUAWKSZIAINIBULT  MUNTTLSUAN  WSTLSUALLAINTEWMSERANNIMNTANUMITIY  MUNSS
us:uﬁwwexmwamﬁ@ws:ﬂuméqlﬁ'qagjﬁa WiLneFuniaad AN TLIILWnS L AN sl aae
Tuwdhih iy m's'a'aﬂw'a*:é’qm&‘ﬂsuw':‘:sw’;’qms‘umfza‘ﬁmu"m'lu'}"uma'?i o NOULTUNTEEIAS
ﬂ?:ﬁugmuuﬁawe:ﬁﬁﬁq Tﬂaaaﬁ'wﬁﬁmﬂnumm IAEANIZNITNTLLSUANNS LLMNALRANS -
T‘Jumé’ﬂL"q"wag’ﬁqmm.ﬂuwe:umﬂﬂ’m‘%éwe:mﬁﬁ' o FWLNTTLMAUAINTEIBUINANIIBET WTRIA
ﬂ?:ﬁuaﬁm:mﬁoms‘amumﬂa Fanlhy wezusuAnUDINszaIANa NS sLuUMANLs 2
Tannafiunu  lueendseaiamnsiaug, ﬁawa‘zﬁwﬁnﬁﬂLLé"Jé’iyL%tym:muﬁw%uﬂ?:ﬁﬁgmmﬁﬂ
ws‘:i.m'uu.'J'uﬂﬂuL?'awa“:ﬁt‘i’ﬂnsas14'uﬁmuuﬁ‘lﬂ%‘uwe:umﬁﬁmwmﬁwﬁﬁmm:L'mf}wu \Waudi
nezuuu g anssiuguna Fongzamuna e rusuanud Iwins s Samsfanssinuidans st
Tnenzeunssdannstlss Auguuuanseideinsasyaiun  Weeefiniiinenuuni  wdeniunu
we:muﬁwm:mwﬁuLﬁ@wa‘:'-aaumé’m%qag:ﬁ'umimmm:mﬁma@am:ﬁﬁqmnlm LAZ3ANT LI
UsznaudieFonssihie o éw:i"awun 507 @ ANTAUIUNDIUEN b A1 1FDUUAN I a1 150
NSLYNITUNEY & &1 ﬁﬁaéﬁﬂuﬁ@@*ﬁ’n o0 f

|
e

TaatiunisldinssuiuGenssmdylignssusuammianssaeansiilidsngannanalainlavun

AudAY I uaTue

oY



N3IAFINZUINL TN I12ANE
Tunsinuwevenasaansabuain

nedmsINsrUUGansvsuie luadealave liivdngudulawansdnisnisdnsanszuauie
LﬁmLLrﬂ'na'ﬂﬁa'J'1ﬁnﬁ‘i'%’mns:‘u”suL"“iﬂw'a‘:ﬁﬁfqiﬂ%’uw's:ﬂ?ﬁ%’wmiﬁ‘ﬂ'ﬁﬂ’lgﬁﬂ?%"mué’amﬁﬂummﬁL*ﬂu
Wrndanluadenwsziandtnmniu Aniuluadvaluiy 19194 luarans s itsunsamsanssuiuEe e

mmﬁﬂa'ﬂmué":'i']mﬁmnfi:muﬁ*‘aWi:i'mjﬁ%'ﬁﬁl.ﬂuﬂi:'é’aﬁuLwiaﬁﬂngqﬁ?aqﬁmLﬂuﬁum
TUINA L TUnNs FLAUNEVENAS NN ATUNMSNNIHI ETNINABNSIUNGY  VISBNNEEWTENFU

= e e = s i ai
Lﬂu’fﬂ ﬂfyﬂUﬂ’]‘iL’c‘im’Q\lﬂuuﬁﬂ%‘wi‘:ﬂﬂﬁuﬁﬂﬂﬁ‘i:gﬁ

éw%‘uL?ﬂW?:ﬁﬁqﬁﬁgﬂq%uTuﬂﬁﬂn?aﬂ?ﬂﬂﬁm‘&u ﬂ?’lﬂ{]’hﬁlﬂﬁﬂﬁ’]ﬂ’j’] TuFanianszian
Usamnes” W.A. wecm- 000cs) mqﬁa‘wﬁﬂwrwuanﬁu numamﬂﬁumwwmmsﬂwmﬂumq
usn  ufnasinnsnanideieEanes wudﬁﬁam?mmﬁ L?ﬂwa?muqﬁwaimmumm uAzans i
ﬁqquuqqqmmnuﬂuﬂmanauq wa? AU U UNRAUAINTIUNTIERIINNTIY (WA, becs-bloans)
wszavalaldsainans “Lﬁﬁn’m%ugwmumﬁﬂ%ﬁdmzmquwmmmﬁnama‘mm:m:mu
WENEATIVALTA Santladeiiiaet “%m:muuﬁwqmmmmﬂjamm AUAINTTUNTIBILMITY
yilsdeiidnla i lddaaenuaInnwEsuaTiRT ne ANIANTZUASATREISE AN EUFA5 T
ﬂ%’ﬁqﬁugnﬁﬂmﬂlﬂwumu,é"r«mnwﬂa%ag'ma‘:muuﬁwqwmma‘wamim AU AN LSBT

1AnsuaaEalusInszuIuINL AL

a w
LTUMIE

Tunamgiuu®

lygdulvnean

lredriuastinun

lygn1az U199

lyeasn1sdanuin  naunm
luagidnennan wezewlueasnsu
Tyginuziauneann we mwhm‘iuqm
‘l‘uma‘mqwﬁ WezENTinE
lyeiniasal Wag

lyeuns 79

aua sy

anssunalnidae
lueasn NN gne

Tygds hedhe
luessyuAnaade  aATnaayns
Waglreanndis Wezes ALK
azlveunoatng  wesaMARNIIA
lueimn, wezenualy

lendafiviy W uiiniu

loers  AdS

- éa?ﬁnwysmm&mﬁ'm, NFUARLNG, AAYINED, lbEed W1 alb.

Y IgUALN AL

ae



duu Rov a 20 Rameurs

" > .‘
Z
L Bl
- b

H'WJ'_

ANWUIF IUNSLIUNEVENASITANITA ALEALIAINSSUNTIERIINISIY INMINAD Guy Tachard, Voyage
to Siam, White Orchid Prees, Bangkok 1981

Close-up of the barges in the Royal Barge Processions during the reign of King Narai the Great.
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Ao lunssLIUNEVENASITALSA ALEAUIAIWS S 18luM91Y 9nMileAD Guy Tachard, Voyage

to Siam., White Orchid Prees, Bangkok 1981

A part of the Royal Barge Procession during the King Narai the Great's fime.
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INMNAD Guy Tachard, Voyage to Siam, White Orchid Prees, Bangkok 1981

Scatch of the procession's main part in the reign of King Narai the Great.
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Vie de Siam avec diverses Sortes des Ballons, ou Vaisseaux chinoises a rame. Se vend & Augabourg au
Negoeo com de I' Academie Impériale d' Empire des Arts libereaux avec Privilege de sa Majeaté Impériale
et avec Defense ni d'en faire ni de vendre lea Copies.

General View of the Royal Barge Procession in the reign of King Narai the Great.
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AnwsFauT ﬂz}’ynfm?eqﬁm VINAYANINTINTEUIUNENEATITANITA SUnaaunINg:-

el
Group of Rua Sae in the Ayutthaya preserved from the manuscript.

fnmuzFanang  AJENGIASLSEN AMAYANTNFINTELIUNENENATIUANITA  FUNIAAIATINSGZ-

UITERIIMITY
A group of Rua Phikhat Barges of the Ayutthaya period from the manuscript made during
the reign of King Narai the Great.
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SnwziFalauaziFolni  albegsen (NAYANIMETINTIUIUNEVEIMIIYALISA  FUNIAALIAINSZUIS e

UnN1§1Y)
Rua To and Rua Ma Nam of the late Ayutthaya period. (from the manuscipt on Royal Barge Procession

made in the reign of King Narai the Great)
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(YNAYANINTINTELIUNEVEIATITANITA SUNIAALIATWG EUITIEILNITIY)
Rua Nakha and Rua Khamody of the late Ayutthaya period.
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Rua Khotchasi of the late Ayutthaya period.

AnwziFaidevn Iy uaziFedmus aldtogsen
(VNAYANMFINSZUIUNEVENATIVALITA FUNIBALAINS XUISIENINNITIY)
Rua Liang Pha Yai and Rua Angma of the late Ayutthaya period.




dhsnizFadeavialue AdEn{vATEYsET AINAYANINGINSELIUNENEIASIYANITA SUNIAAUIAINS ZUNSIERIINIT Y
Rua Chai or Chaiya of the King Narai the Great's Reign.
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uam'mummmquﬁm1ﬁn-nns-:51quwﬂwwaugs‘nlmﬁuuu « @ aenanduFuFeanssiiouuds
sxiifusmogiinnszoumunssuauiSe ienmearihBndunileion Faagiinilailduds

Rua Khamodya, Rua Khut Khu Chak and Rua Chol Wimarn Chai in the Royal Barge Procession during
the King Narai the Great's time.
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AnwuziFagUdndn g 1wy Faldewntny uaziFednlny Fedmuz iy FegeAuns adengeafogsen
ANAYANMMTINTEUIUNEVEINTIVALITA TUNIPAATNTZUITIEIUNITIY
Barges with animal figure-heads during the King Narai the Great's time.

ansuziFaenlvevarmey uaziFeluunen alengvAsegsen
MAYANMNEINTLUIUNEVEINTIVALITA SUNIBALIAINIZUITIEIINITY
Rua Ekachai Lau Thong and Rua Khamodya of the late Ayutthata period.
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Rua Aksorn Phrom Chai and Rua Sri Samattha Chai of the King Narai the Great's time.
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The Large Royal Barge Procession held on April 5, 1982 in celebration of Bicentennial of Bangkok
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Suphannahong Royal Barge
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Royal Procession of Phra Chai Lang Chang (Buddha Image of Victory) .
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His Majesty The King and Her Majesty The Queen paid homage the ancesters during

the Ceremony of Celebration of Bicentenniel of Bangkok on April 5, 1982.
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Wood cwrving design on Ananta Nagaraj Royal Barge
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] o |
FonssdUsuiiowns mnumi&mﬁmﬂugdwymu The Krabi Prab Muang Mara Royal Barge has Hanuman
-y AJSI
nsaNTEUAY7? monkey figurehead painted in white,

Fansisysausvnl usvlvuise The Krabi Ran Ron Rap Royal Barge has monkey

ugtns=d @9 dgnui figurehead in bark purple.

e/o




Saidalaun (Saidanzenuva uazidAsuAug The Royal Barges with tiger figurehead are Rua Sua
mm:m’ﬂwu:ﬁugmﬁ'a?{f’tﬁuﬁaﬁ’u NFDIFONLIA Theayanchol, and Rua Sua Khamronsinthu, which are

luadenau ancient warships with muskets.

lyuisaids mm;m’qfwuaﬁu;ﬁiﬁa uaslniwsetlu The ftiger figurehead barges with muskets.

vraisanwm luadenay



< -
Fanavruih (deun1ande navurIunn) Rua Thong Khwan Fa meaning Golden Sky Axe
Royal Barge

Fouas auisen Four luadeegsenliidunguifaveswin  Rua Saeng was formally called Rua Sae, which
WagIdway NevaIMuImM was for the Mon volnteers during the Ayutthaya

period.
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1?8?\’?:1??3’4@1‘-‘?5‘[}1”\75 : Twut?aun:aé’mf]ugﬂmé‘lna Suphannahong Royal Barge with beautifully carved

DEMNANIY figurehead in the form of celestial swan in Thai style.













oo a .
L?i)w%‘:wumtumﬂmmfm Anekachat Bhujong Royal Barge.




Faionlveiiunn? Rua Ekachai Heurn Hao Royal Barge.
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Fonum ; (Faidenzenua uaziFaideAsudug

Rua Phikhat Royal Barges with tfiger figurehead : Rua Sua Thayanchon and Rua Sua Khamron Sinthu.

(FoAgMnsa lnsins

Garuda Royal Barge
/e



1569 U NFEUIUNGNEIATIVANITA

Rua Dang Barges in the royal barge procession.
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Sanssivsudewns - lnudadusmunu aniFassnifiesi
Monkey figurehead royal barges : Royal Barge with Hanuman figurehead from the Ramakien epic.

] <
LTB@F)E‘WF?E‘SJLJJBJ 2 Twuwmfiugﬂqm?w (TUTAUAY) INULTDV SwNesA

Rua Sukrip Khrong Muang has the figurehead of Sukhrip from the Ramakien epic in the shape of red monkey.

(~{°}
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(Foogrgines
Half Demon half bird Royal Barge called Rua Asura Wayuphak

fyuiFaagmiumia

The Garuda figurehead of Rua Khrut Heurn Het.
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The Garuda figure-head of the early Bangkok period in the Nationnal

Museum, Bangkok.
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Anekchat Bhujong, another important royal

barge manned by the oarsmen in red. They also
row the barge in the fashion of flying bird. The
signaler holding peacock tail is seen at the stern.
This throne of the Kenya type with canopy is
placed in the middle of the Anekchat Bhujong
Barge.

The stem of Anekchat Bhujong. The beaver
of Victory flag is seated at the stem.
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The stem of Asura Wayuphak

royal barge.
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The stem of Anekchat

Bhujong royal barge.
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Rua Dang Barges, Rua Thong Khwan Fa and Rua Thong Ba Bin.

PR

[ <oy

> A
~ \

Ty gz rryas Ty

aln



0. ANWNUZITIONTY (TRIONTEIAUMIIUALISDIEN T
WA NANITDAIAT

. MenFaiendt Junasidyse deegvnese
o Anwusvsousy  (soum  daulidygiulaeldselun
BEgNATE MTINANITRANAGY

1. Rua Ekachai Heurn Hao and Rua Ekachai Lau Thong.

2. The stern of Ekachai Royal Barge

3. The typical Saeng type barge has the signaler
bearing flag at the stern. In the middle of the
barge is placed a pavilion.
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The oarsmen of Rua Saeng, or Rua Sae,
in white shit with red strip at the collar
and the wrist; dark blue trousers thighten

with red cloth, and red hat.
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The throne in the middle of Anantanaga-
raj is the Kanya type decorated wiht
wood carvings around the oulline. The
stern is of the seven-headed Naga.
alternating with a creature of half naga,
half man. The lotus base also has the
caryatid figures of half naga, half man,

in the gesture of adoration; and the

intertwined nagas.
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Royal Barge Procession

Though the royal barges of Thailand are the last of their kind, the spectacular pagent
on water can sfil be seen in Thailand. And this legefndory procession seems fo have
originated in the capital of Sukhothai Kingdom, probably as early as in the 13th century.

The earliest historical evidence concerning royal barges dates from the Sukhothai
period, which mentions briefly some names of royal vessels participated in certain waterborne
state ceremonies. The names of barges mentioned are Rua Prathinang Praphat Saeng Chan
(Royal Barge for Appreciation of Moon-light), Rua Prathinang Chai Chalerm Tharanin (Royal
Barge of Victory over the Land); and Rua Prathinang Chai Sinthuphiman (Royal Barge of
Victory on the celestial River).

From the later historical evidences, we learn that in the subsequent Ayutthaya period,
the magnificent processions included a large fleet of royal barges aligned on the rivers and
canals at the island capital of Ayutthaya. During this period the most important royal barge
processions had been organized for the royal Kathin ceremony. Once a year at the end
of the rainy season the Ayutthaya kings went to their royal monasteries to offer robes and
other monastic paraphernalia to the monks. Towards the end of the period, it seems that the
royal barge processions had also been held for other purposes than the Kathin ceremony.
The kings then visited Saraburi once a year t'o pay homage to the newly discovered foot-
prints of the Buddha. The earliest detailed account on the royal barge procession hand 3d
down to us was compiled during the reign of King Prasat Thong (1630 - 1655) in the late
Ayutthaya period, which mentions that a number of new barges were constructed particularly
for the king's Kathin ceremony. In the following reign of King narai the Great (1656-1688),
the monarch had his court scribes to make specified records on royal processions both on
water and on land. This particular document is enfitled ‘The Royal Processions of King narai the
Great's Reign". It is inferesting to notice that this literary descriptions are almost alike with the
procession scenes illustrated in the murals at Wat Yom in Ayutthaya. The original murals have
since been deteriorated, but their copy on Khoi manuscript made in the beginning of our
century still exists in the National Archives.

According to many other records, several of which were made by European
missionaries, fraders and envoys, we can conclude that the Royal Barge Procession in the
reign of King Narai the Great had been spectacular, in accordance with the prosperity of
the kingdom at the time. At least the reign was the golden age as long as the royal barge
procession was concermned. The procession continued on to the last reign of the Ayutthaya
period, but was in a much smaller scale. Many of the remaining barges deteriorated gradually,
and many master barge builders were killed during the Burmese invasion. Towards the end of
the Ayutthaya period in 1732, King Boromakot (1732 - 1758) sent a diplomatic mission to

Burma, along with various presents including ornate barges. According to a literary work
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entitled ‘Lilit Krabuanhae Phra Kathin payuhayatra’, the Kathin Procewsion during late

Ayutthaya period was composed of 33 types of royal barges aligned as follows.

1. Rua Pratu (one pair)
For royal relatives

2. Rua Krap
Equipped with oarsmen wearing a pair of trousers and a shirt with ‘mongkol” (auspicious)
diagram in red and black.

3. Rua Sua Tayan Chon and Rua Sua Kamron Sin
A pair of barges with tiger figure-head for officials.
The helmsman on the stern wore embroidered costumes tied with a belt. They also
wore golden head-dressed.
The cabin in the middle of the barge was of two-storey, and a pair of long weapons
like spear was tied on each of the pillars.
On the stem was installed a small cannon, or musket.
The barges were manned by 30 oarsmen in red trousers, shirts and head-bands.

4. Rua Sae Charakhae Chanit Khanong Nam, and Rua Sae Charakhae Khamram
This pair of barges were crocodile-shaped, equipped with Burmese volunteers.

5. Rua Sae Phiphathanachon and Rua Sae Anonsamut
Manned by Mon volunteers

6. Rua Sae Chang called Satam Khocha Ram Ban Yin and Khocha Sarnsinthu
These elephant figure-head barges for the Mon people, with oarsman wearing multi-
petalled head-dres specially woven in red.
They also wore head-bands as amulet. At their sterns were instalied red flags.

7. Rua Krap
Manned by the representatives from all the six Departments

8. Rus Klong Khaek
This was the drum barge which led a pair of Sae barges.

9. Rua Krap
For the deputy-chief of Police Department, carrying one of the four outer sections.

10. Rua Sang
Composed of two barged called Rus Chan Chon Sin and Kham Haeng Han, aboutf 18
meters long

11. Rua Kilen Loy Bon Sinthu and Rua Kilen Lin La Samut
A pair of barges with Kilen (Chinese mythical creature) figure-head

12. Rua Mongkon Chamlaeng and Rua Mangkon Phlaeng Rit
A pair of Makala figure-head barges

13.- Rua Hera Sinthu Loy Long and Rua here Thong Thang Samut

A pair with sea-horse figure-head
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14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.
22,

23.

Ria To Khameng Khreun and Rua To Feun Samut

All the above-mentioned barges had animal figure-heads, and were equipped with
oarsmen in red trousers and shirts made of Patsatu fabric.

The helmsmen wore trousers made of specially woven cloth, shit tied by a belt, and
multi-petalled head-dress in gold fabric. ‘

The arms-bearer also wore red trousers and shirts, but in pointed petalled caps.

Rua Khrue "Asurawayuphak” and Rua Khrue "Asurapaksi Samut"

These barges had demon-king figure-heads, ornamented with gilded decorations on
black lacquer background.

A pair of long weapons were tied on the pillars of the cabin.

On the stem was installed a cannon or musket.

The oarsmen wore red frousers and shirts, and their heads fied with twisted ropes
as amulet,

Rua Krap Kanya

This particular barge was for the Deputy-Chief of Police.

The oarsman also wore red trousers and shirts, and twisted ropes around their heads
as amulet,

Rua Khreu "Krut Hern Hed" and "Krut Trej Trai Chak”

The canopy was outlined by ornate border.

The eaves were adorned with golden embroidery and tassels.

Rua Ekachai Hern Hau and Rua Ekachai Lau Thong

A pair of barges led the main part of the procession.

Five pairs of animal figure-head barges

Elaborately adorned with gilded decorations against black lacquered background.

Rus Sri Sunthorn Chai

This was the barge to carry monk's robes, as the king's offering to the monks in the
royal monastery, placed on the throne in the middle with ornate canopy.

Its oarmen wore red shirts, but green trousers and pointed petalled caps.

Rua Klong (drum barge)

Rua Phrathinang Chon Pimanchai

A throne was placed in the cabin, decorated with curtain, a staff carried a five pointed
flag on the stern.

Rau Phrathinang Mongkol Suban

This particular barge had Garuda figured-head, and a cannon on the stem together
with three Western men in charge of the arms.

Four high-ranking courtiers were in front of the throne, on which were placed various
royal articles including swords, pipes, candle sticks, water pot and various other utensils.

In front of the throne was fied a long musket about 2 meters long, together with three
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25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32,

33.

musketeers and three Department officers.

Behind the throne were two lesser courtiers, two staff members from Phra Pusamala
section to carry the unbrellas, and two doctors of traditional medicine.

Rua Phrathinang Chai Suphannahong

This was the second most important in the whole procession, which if necessary replaced
the most important one called Hera Rao Kham Samut. Either one called Hera Rao Kham
Samut. Either one participated as the prime barge in the procession.

In fact they were identical. except that this one had red oars with grooving in gold
alongside;’ three pronged flag on the stem and stern; other two officers behind the
throne carrying Khathin robe offerrings.

Rua Krap Kanya Group

A group of barges belonged to the Police Department

Rua Ongaraksa

Barges of honour guards from the Interior Military Department

Rua Pratu Lang

A pair of barges marked the end of the main part of the procession

Rua Tang Phrasaliang

To carry the small palanguin

Rua Phra Klot Khan Yan Song Sert

To carry the canopies

Rua Rong Khanot Cheuak

To carry the robes

Rua Saeng Sanphayuttha

To carry royal palanquine

Rua To Ray

To carry the arms and bullets, supervised by two officers

Mu Rua Chao Tang Krom

A group of barges for carrying officials from various Departments, which

had a cabin in the middle, and the stem tied with colourful fabrics and tussels.

At the end of the Ayuitthaya period,

The barges participated in royal procession on water can be categorized into three groups.

This assumption is from the Royal Barge Procession written by Prince Thamathibet (Choa

Fa Kung.) brother of King Uthumphon, the last king of Ayutthaya.

oYl

Rua Tom Group

The first group had four barges with Garuda, Hamsa, Sri Smath Chai and Krai Soramuk,

respectively.



2.  Rua Ekachai Group

The barges in second group were small, but equipped with the rhythmmen to control
the tempo of tossing of the oarsmen.
3.  Rua lao Saen Yakorn

The last group was composed of those with magnificent figure-heads, with their specific

names as follows:

3.1

3.2

33
3.4
3.5
3.6

3.7
3.8

Rua Rajasiha : a pair of royal lion figure-head barges;the lesser for Phraya Maha
Ammat, and the greater for Smuhanayok, the Minister of Civil Office.

Rua Kagjasiha : a pair of elephantion lion figure-head barges : greater for Smuha
Kalahom, the Minister of soldiers and the lesser for Phraya Thamma Trailok.

Rua Ma with horse figure-head for Phraya Rajamukum

Rua Singha with lion figure-head for Phraya Yommarat

Rua Naga with Naga figure-head for Phraya Pholathep

Rua Mangkorn with Dragon figure-head for Phraya Choduek from the Navigation
Department.

Rua Liangpha with Mountain goat figure-head for Phraya Thep Orachun.

Rua Nok Insi with eagle figure-head for the Royal Household Department

The information on the Royal Barge Procession during the Ayutthaya period can also be found

in the literary work of Hon whose fite was Chao Phraya Phra Khiang. entitled Lilit Phayuha

Yatra Phet Phuang written in 1797. This particular work is believed to have been encouraged

by the royal wish of King Rama |, the founder of Bangkok, in the hope to revive the

magnificent tradition flourished in the Ayutthaya period.

The barges mentioned in this particular work included following barger in order :

Rua Sua : Tiger barge to clean the river vy collection the floating debris prior to the procession.

Rua Phikhat : Six barges to carry the courtiers of Royal Vessel Department

Rua Phuak Mon : A pair of Rua Sae of the Mon people, namely Rua Sae Sak Bowaret and

Rua Sae Sarasin

Rua Phuak Mon : The Second pair Rua Sae of the Mon people called Rua Phiphatchon and

Rua Anantasamut.

Three pairs of Rua Sae barges for Phraya Choduek :

A pair of Rua Sae Bowonwari and Rua Sae Sri Samut,

A pair of Rua Sae Sinthu Sawat and Rua Sae Phiphat Sakhon, and

A pair of Rua Sae Chaiyan and Rua Sae Chop Sakhon

The aforementioned groups were followed by eleven pairs of the Chai group :

1. Rua Chai Khan Chau and Rua Chai Khan Tharanen

2. Rua Chai Khan Wannawas and Rua Chai Suban Daodas
3. Rua Chai Khachon Phachi and Rua Chai Sri Asadorn
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Rua Chai Chana Kagjakala and Rua Chai Chamnan Kagjakarm
Rua Chai Chana Reucha and Rua Chai Reuyot

Rua Chai Athikarn and Rua Chai Thayanthip

Rua Chai Reuleut and Rua Keud Reuchaiyot

Rua Chal Thaleung Chai Chamna and Rua Chai Phiphat Mongkhol

o R S L

Rua Chai Reung Rit and Rua Chai Phisanu
10. Rua Chai Wai Tharani and Rua Chai Nathiwan
11. Rua Chai Nakhon and Rua Khachon Chai

Barges with animal figure-heads :
1. Rua Kagjasiha Noi and Rua Rajasiha Noi
2. Rua Kajasiha Yai and Rua Rgjasiha Yai
Fore-runners of barges with horse figure-heads:
Rua Arachun Chai Chat and Rua Rawang Ragjaripu
They are followed by barges in derveral pairs of
1. Rua Angma and Rua Rajasura Phiman
2. Rua Sinthu Paksi and Rua Insi Thip
3. Rua Wikhalai and Rua Ramphai Bin
4. Rua Wong Wing Wari and Rua Sri Sucholathi
Rua Phuak Asa Hok Lao: (Six Groups of Volunteers)
Rua Nok and Rua Kilen ; equipped with volunteers from six ergiments
Rua Thaktho :
Rua Sorn Samdaeng Rit and Rua Sithi Kamhaeng
Rua To :
Rua To Mahannop and Rua To Chop Trai
Rua Naga Urakharat and Rua Naga Nayok
Rua Naga Hera Rat and Rua Nagawa Sukri
Rua Pratu Nai :
Rua Chai Sawat and Rua Chai Ratana Phiman
And then the procession was followed by the four pairs of Police barges and another five small
lesser barges of :
Rua Chon Phiman Chai
Rua Kraisorn Mat
Rua Sri Phiman Chai
Rua Krai Chakrarat (installed an image of a divinity, Phra Thewa Kram)
Rua Sorn Phrohm Chai (installed an image of Buddha, Phra Chai)
Rua Phra Thinang,the throne bearing barges:

1. Rua Phrathinang Hema Phiman Banyong
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2. Rua Phrathinang Kraisorn Muk, the second most important barge cairying the cubic cabin
with royal coach

3. Rua Phrathinang Suwanna Hong, anather second important barge in the procession

This was the end of the official part to the procession, marked by

Rua Sri Sunthon and Rua Krai Sornchak.

This was the end of the official part of the procession, marked by Rua Sri Sunthon and Rua Krai

Sornchak.

The rear part of the procession was of unofficial vessels of :

1. Two barges to carry Western trainees

2. Two barges for volunteers

3. Two barges for police

4. Two barges for inner police

5. Two barges of Rua Thong Khwaen Fa type, one from Ban Pho Rieng, the other from Ban
Mai village

6. Rua Heun Hau and Rua Lau Thong

This section of the procession was followed by Rua Ekachai barges from the Deputy King's

Palace known as Wang Na, and Rua Chai barges of the princes who were in charge of

various Departments.

And then came a group of animal figure-head barges, which were in pairs of dragon, Naga.

and lion.

The tail ot the procession had small barges of Police, and those for the three ranks of courtiers.

The end of the procession was guarded by two police barges.

Altogether, the number of barges parficipated in this particular procession amounted more

than one hundred.

It is interestiong to notice that there are slight differences in the alignment of barges among

the documents on procession. However, the fantastic pageant on river in general can be

divided into three parts in width as follows :

1. The Middle part, namely the royal process, has various barges bearing elaborate,
conopied thrones.

2. Inner section on the left and right supportive group of smaller barges

3. Outer section on the left and right guarding group of smaller barges

In length the whole procession is divided into five parts.

The front-most part comprising is divided into five parts.

The front-most part comprising barges of soldiers was followed by those of honour guards

which bore thrones.

This main group was again protected on either side by those of honour guards, which was

followed by the barges of soldiers.
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In between these five groups was found a particular barge which separated each of the
five groups.

During the war which brought about the fall of Ayutthaya in 1767, the royal barges were
lost along with other treasures and the records of the Kingdom. When King Rama | ascended
the throne in 1782, to become the first king of the present Chakri Dynasty, he considered the
renewal of national arts and crafts and maintenance of tradition, an early priority. This
included construction of new royal barges.

In the Dynastic Chronicles of the 4th reign (1851-1868) the accounts of the coronation of
King Mongkut also describes ‘The Royal Tour of Bangkok by Water" following the King's land
tour. The King reflected that since there were many royal and other barges that were kept
but never used or seen, the King desired to arrange a royal procession by boat, so the
population might be able to view him again.

The Dynastic Chronicles alko mention that it was contemplated by King Mongkut that the
past three kings had had royal barges built in their honour. However, up to that time a royal
barge had not been constructed in his honour. King Mongkut therefore requested that the
Ministers of the Civil Service, of Military Affairs, and of Harbours search for the required fimber,
There was dlready at that fime, a barges with a figure-nead of a Garuda so the King ordered
one of the new barges to have the figure-head of a Naga, a seven-headed snake, with the
name of Anantanagaraj A total of seven new barges were constructed. Following his
coronation, King Chulalongkorn also made a Royal Progress by Water, around his capital city.
During his long reign of 42 years, visits by the King to present Kathin robes and other giftts to

the King travelled by royal barge and the procession always brought crowds of people to the
river banks of filing decks of ships at anchor.

Both King Vdgijiravudh (Rama VI, 1910-1925) and King

Prajadipok (Rama VII, 1925-1935) had coronation barge processions and for Kathin ceremonies
as well, but not as often as King Chulalongkom, their late father. King Vajiravudh found it
necessary during his reign to have some of the loder barges replaced, however they retained
the original figure-heads. It is believed that there had been two kinds of Royal Barge
Processions according to the scale, the Greater and the Lesser.

However, owing to the lack of historical records, it is not possible to have detailed descriptions
of them. Many aftempts have been made to reconstruct them. The most important among
them made by Prince Nakhon Sawan Woraphinit when he served as the Chief of Navy during
the Reign of King Rama VI. Unfortunately, his achievement was not as successful as he wished
it to have been. He studied the available sources and complied the two processions, which
he reported to the King on November 4, 1927, as follows :

The Greater Royal Barge Procession composed of four groups was aligned in the following

order.
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4.

. 1.1 a pair of fore barges.

1.2 a pair of barges for dispelling evil spirits

1.3 eleven pairs of small barges

. 2.1 the inner sectfion of the procession has four pairs of- animal figured-head barges;from

rear to front,
Garuda, monkey, monkey-king and giant demon

2.2 a pair of drum barges

2.3 a pair of police barges

3.1 Ekachai barge, the most important in the procession, to bring monks' robes, Buddha
image, or an offering, depending upon the purpose of the procession. Also carried
are arficles of royal regalia, such as the three-pronged flag, trumpet, conch, etc.

3.2 a pair of barges called Ekachai Heurn Hau and Ekachai Hau and Ekachai Heurn Hau
and Ekachai Lau Thong.carrying trumpet, conch and bronze cattle drum.

3.3 The barge carrying the king seated on an ornate throne was decorated with royal
regalia and three-pronged flag.

3.4 another barge with ornate cabin with throne

3.5 a secondary barge also with throne

4,1 a pair of police barges

4.2 two pairs of soldier barges

4.3 a pair of barges marking the end of the procession

The Lesser Royal Barge Procession Composed of two major groups

1

2
3.
4

o o

9.
10.
1k
12
13.

a pair of fore barges)

a pair of barges for dispelling evil spirits

seven pairs of small barges

four pairs of animal figure-head; from the rear to front, Garuda (carrying the Victory drum),
monkey, monkey king and giant demon

a pair of drum barges

a pair of police barges

Ekachai barge with throne to carry monks' robes, Buddha image and offerings

two barges called Ekachai Heurn Hau and Ekachai Lau Thong, carrying trumpet, conch,
and Bronze cattle drum

King's barge with royal regalia, but without the flag

The secondary barge with an ornate throne

a pair of royal police barges

two pairs of soldier barges

a pair of barges at the end of the procession
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King Rama VI. was satisfied with the report, and had the processions on river organized
according to it on November 15in 1927. This revived tradition continued on to the subsequent
reign, the first of which was the King Rama VII's coronation parade on water. However, if we
compare the royal barge procession in the reign of king Rama VI with the earlier ones in the
time of King Mongkut (Rama 1V), we find that several barges werw replaced in the later
reign, and more pairs of animal figure-head barges were added to the procession, including

those of dragon, lion, kilen, figer, efc.

All the afore-mentioned barges had oriinally been constructed in the reign of King
Ram |, and thus become much deteriorated by the time of king Rama VI, except a pair of
tiger figured-head barges. The interesting point notficed in the alignment of the figure-head
barges is that in the reign of King Mongkut, the monkey figure-head barges were the first in
line, followed by those of giant demon, monkey king and finally Garuda. This order was then
changed in the procession of 1927 as mentioned in the list above This was again corrected
back to the order of King Mongkut's time in the procession organized for the 150™ anniversary in

1932. The lay-out of the procession was as follows.

Rua Krab kanya Rua Krab Kanya

Rua Phikhat Sua Kamron Rua Phikhat Sua Thayan
Sinthu (figer figure-head Chon (tiger figure-head
barge) barge)

Rua Dang Rua Phra Tamruat Nok (outer Rua Dang

Royal Police barge)
Rua Dang Rua Dang
Rua Dang Rua Krabi Prob Muang Marn Rua Dang
(Monkey figure-head barge)\
Rua Krabi Ran Ron Rarp
Rua Dang Rua Klong Nok (drum barge) Rua Dang
Rua Dang Rua Asura Paksa (Demon- Rua Dang
King figure-head barge)
Rua Asura Wayuphak (Demon-
King figure-head barge)

Rua Dang Rua Dang
Rua Dang Rua Krut Tret Trai Chak (Garu- Rua Dang
da figure-head barge)
carying 6onch and frumpet

Rua Krut Heurn Hed

Rua Dang Rua Dang
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Rua Dang called Thong Rua Klong Nai (inner drum Rua Dang call Thong Babin
Khwan Fag barge)
Rua Ekachai Lau Thong Rua Ekachai Heurn Hau
carrying bronze kettle drum carrying bronze kettle drum

Rua Phra Thinang Suphanna

Hong (Golden Hamsa figure-

head, the most important barge

carrying canopied throne)

Rua Anekchat Bhujong (the

second most important barge

carrying lesser throne)

Rua Tamruat Luang (Royal Rua Tamruat Luang Rua Tamruat Luang

Police barge) Rua Tamruat Luang

Rua Krab Kanya (the rear Rua Krab Kanya (the rear
barge marking the end of barge marking the end of
the procession) the procession)

In the procession organized on the auspicious occasion in the celebration of the 150"
Anniversary of Bangkok, naturally, the main- barge did not carry any article of offering
as if had been for Kathin ceremonies, and the king did not wear the royal aftire because
he was not going to pay homage to the Buddha. it was only meant to celebrate the

Kingdom's anniversary.

Therefore, the procession was organized according to the lesser scale, with some variations

as follows:

1. The animal figure-head barges which had not normally been included in the Lesser
procession also participated: four pairs of them from the 8" to the 11" lines, replacing
small barges of the same number.,

2. The king's barge had a throne of Kanya ftype which had not formerly been considered
appropriate.

Since the government system of the Kingdom became constitutional from absolute in 1932,

many changes took place in the country. King Rama VIl left the Kingdom, and the annual

Kathin ceremony on the Chao Phraya River ceased for 30 years until 1959 when the present

King Rama IX revived the ancient royal tradition.

Royal Barge Procession in the Reign of King Rame IX
April 1932, was the 1580th Celebration of the Chakri Dynasty and Bangkok as the capital city.
King Praojadipok crossed the lower span of the Buddha Yodfah bridge and embarked on the
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barge Suphannahong to travel by barge procession to the royal boat landing at the Grand
Palace. Although no one knew it at that time, it was tfo be the last Royal Barge Procession
of an dabsolute Monarch of Siam, for the following June a coup d'etat changed the
government from an absolute to a constitutiona monarchy.

The barges sustained severe damage during the bombing of Bangkok in World War Il soon
after his return from school in Europe, the present King, H.M.King Bhumibol Adulyadej, went
tfo see the barges in their dry dock on the Bangkok Noi canal. Noting their deterioration,
His Majesty ordered their restoration; and decided to reviver the ancient tradition of the
Royal Barge Procession for auspicious occasions. Artists under the direction of the Fine Arts
Department spent more than a year repdairion the damage. In 1972 this dock was then

established by the Fine Arts Department as the National Mueeum fo Royal

The first Royal Barge Procession of the present reign took place on May 14, 1957, as part of
the 25th-century celebration of the Buddhist Era, with 39 barges in the flofilla, for the King's
Katnin Ceremony at Wat Arun. The Barge Suphannahong carried an image of the Lord
Buddha; the Anantanakargj carried the Holy Scripture; and the Royal Escort Barge
Anekkachatbhuchong carried a group of Buddhist monks. The royal barge procession turned
to be smaller than the Traditional Lesser Procession, and several changes made to this

procession, as follows:

I place of missing monkey and Garuda figurehead barges and Rua Khuchak barge,
Rua Phayawanon and Rua Asura were included. To make the Rua Dang type of barges
complete, 11 pairs of them were newly consfructed in cooperation among the three
responsible authorities; the Navy and the Fine Arts Department and the Royal Household.
In the case of animal figurehead barges, some old heads were reused and new ones were

carved to make the set of eight pairs complete.

After the procession in 1967, the royal barges were not seen in procession again for 15 years,
until the Bicentennial Celebration in 1982, Before the barges could take to the river,
extensive renovation was again necessary for the Navy Department and the Fine Arts

Department, and required several months of concentrated work.

In the celebration of the Bicentennial of Bangkok on Aprii § and 13 in 1982, the Thai
government organized two grand royal barge processions. The second on was particularly
for the people to pay homage to the Buddha Sihing image by spinkling the image with lustral
water as it had always been on the Phramen ground on the traditional Thai New year's Day.
This was specially designed for the auspicious occsion. In fact the two processions were
almost identfical except that the one on Aprii 13 did not include the magnificent
Suphannahong. H.R.H. Princess Chulabhon was the Chief of the organization committee for

both processions.
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The Featural Characteristics and History of the Royal Barges for the Procession

on River

The royal barges of the kings in ancient ftiomes can be divided info two large categories
of Rua thong (Golden Barge), and Rua Mai (Wooden Barge).

Rua Thong barges had elaborate carvings which were black lacquered and gilded to
assume ornate decorations. They were for the important state ceremonies on river. In contrast,
the Rua Mai was made of plane wood for the king's use on ordinary occasions.

The barges participated in the royal procession on river were of diverse shapes and sizes
with their particular names.

Their featural characteristics, functions and other details according to their positions in the
procession are as follows:

1. Rua Pratu

Similar to Rua Krab, this type has a simple open-sided pavilion in the middle, particularly
called Rua Krab Kanya. This type has the function of leading the procession carrying the
deputy minister of the responsible ministry.

2. Rua Phikhat

This type is a kind of ancient war-boat with a musket on the stem during the Ayutthaya
period. It is said that King Narai the Great had five pairs of such bargesking Rama | the
founder of Chakri Dynasty owned six pairs; and King Rama VI only one pair which are
known as the figer figure-head barges called Rua Sua Thayan Chon and Rua Sua
Khamron Sinthu.

As mentioned already, such barges have the tiger figure-head and in the cabin at the
centre sits a military officer of the Ammat rank, particularly in the processions organized
in the Bangkoko period. In contrast, during the Ayutthaya period, the barge was then
equipped with, besides an officer, a helmsman and oarsman, altogether 31 as the crew.

3. Rua Dang

This type is a simple wooden barge painted black with oil, plain and simple without any
decorations. They are alighned on either side of the main line of procession. In the middle
of the vessel is installed an open-sided cabin, where sits an officer. There are on board
four musketeers, master, a helmsman and 29-35 oarsmen depending upon the size of the
barge. Also found on the barge are a couple of rhythmmen who hit the stem with a long
post to control the oarsmen's rowing tempo.

During the Ayutthaya period.the barges with rhythmmen were those of the Rua Chai type
which had the pointed-upward stem similar to that of Rua Ging. However, it is not possible
to point out the differences now, except that the Rua Dang at present has gilded stem,
if it had painted design on the fore part of the barge.

This particular type is for officers.
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4. Rua Klog Nok-Klong Nai

This type barges belong to the Krap categoty.

Rua Klong Nok in manned by an officer, a helmsman, and 30 oarsmen. The deputy director
and his assistant of the procession sit in the open-sided cabin, and the rhythm keeper is on
the stem. In contrast, Rua Klong Nai has the director of the procession in the cabin with his
assistant. On both barges are found two flute-blowers and two drumbeaters.

5. Rua Tamruat Nok-Tamruat Nai

They are also of the Krap type, having an officer, a helmsman and 22-27 oarsmen. The police
officers sitting in the cabin are of the iank of director of the department,

6.Rua Rup Sat (Barges with Animal Figure-Head)

Royal barges of this category have animal figure-heads not only real but also mythical,
which seem fo have been influenced by either Ancient Khmer or Indian tfraditions.

- Ancient Khmer Influence

This idea Is derived from the fact that in some stone reliefs at Angkor Wat carved in the middle
of the 12th century, are found barges with Hamsa, Naga, Hera-Dragon figure-heads, probably
intended to make the boats beautiful.

- Ancient Indian Influence

In aneient India the carriages particiapted in processions had emblems to represent the
officials's positions. And it is possible that when the Thais received the influence, they put
the emblamatic decorations on the stem and stern of the barges, the purpose of which
was in fact similar to the Indian prototype. At present, however, though the officer is not
found in person on board, the barges alone participate in the procession on water.

However, judging from the historical evidences, it seems that the origine was from Indian
tradition rather than Khmer. This is from the fact that the Ayutthaya up to the early Bangkok
period, all the government departments had their emblems in various mythical animal forms.
This had dlready codified as early as in 1455 durling the reign of King Traillokkanath in the
early Ayuttaya period.

The accounts on animal figure-heads for barges are also found in the royal chronicles. The
earliest one written in 15633 says that King Maha Chakraphat transtormed Sae type barges
to the Chai type by pufting animal figure-heads. This was also to install muskets and cannons
on the stems.

Judging from the dalignment of the animal figure-head barges which coincide with the
hierarchy of the officials, it becomes obvious that they represent the ranking in the court.

In the early Bangkok period, some new alterations were made of the figure-heads. For
instance, in the reign of King Mongkut, Vishnu was added on the Garuda figure-head which
had been carved in the previous reign of King Rama |Il.

In the same reign new figure-heads were also created, such as the two monkey King

figure-heads were also created, such as the two monkey King Figure-heads known as Pdli
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Rang Thawip and Sukrip Rong Muang. to include the departments whose emblems were
monkey.

According to the ancient boat song written by Prince Thammathibet (Chao Fa Kung) in the
end of the Ayutthaya period, the Garuda figure-head was: not only Garuda alone but holding
Nagas in both hands.

The animal figure-head barge of the king Mongkut's reign which are known to us are four as
follows:

A pair of Garuda barges, named Krut Heurn Het and Khrut Tret Traichak

A pair of monkey barges; Phali 'Rang Thawip and Sukhrip Rong Muang

A pair of giant demon barges: Asura Wayuphak and Asura Paksa

A pair of monkey barges; Krabi Ranronrap and Krabi Prap Muang Mara

Among the four pairs of animal figure-head barges with the elegant appellations, three of
them are different from those known in the reign of King Rama |, as follows:

Asura Paksa, had been known as Asura Paksi

Phali Rang Thawil, as Phali Lang Thawip, and

Khrut Heurn Het, as Khrut Heurn Rahet

All the animal figure-head barges have a cannon on the deck. The tradifional Thai weapons
are also found on the barges, including spear. joveline, etc.all of which are decorated with
peacock fail feathers. They are manned with an officer, helmsman, rhythmkeeper, a flagman
and 37 oarsmen. In former time all the flagmen carying the three-pronged flags were
from the Royal Police Department.

In the cabin of the monkey and demon figure-head barges are found an officer with his four
soldiers, whereas on the monkey-king and Garuda figure-head barges carrying victory drums
are found 10 drum-beaters with their drums. The number of such barges can be either one or
two pairs.

The animal figure-head barges still remaining amount ten; their names and details are
as follows:

1. Rua Krut Heurn Het

The former Garuda barge built in the rieng of King Rama | and destroyed during the World
War I, had the figurehead against black back ground, measuring 12 wa long The present
one which was built on April 21, in 1962 weighs 7 tons, 1.59 meters wide, 27.50 m. long and
0.59 m. deep; manned by 38 oarsmen and 2 helmsumen.

2. Rua krut Tret Trai Chak

The former one damaged by bombing during the Word War Il was black, and its
figureheads at the stem and stern are conserved by the Fine Arts Department The present
one was constructed on June 22, 1968, weighs 5.97 tons, 1.90 m. wide, 27.10 m. long 0.52 m.
deep 0.29 m. under the water when floated on water; manned by 34 oarsman and two

helmsmen.
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3. Rua Phali Rang Thawip

The former one was also black. The present one with the monkey-king figurehead is as long
as those with Garuda figureheads. Its stem is big enough to install @ cannon in the mouth
of the animal figure head, which is elaborately carved and painted green. The barge is
manned by 34 oarsmen and one helmsman.

4. Rua Sukhrip Khrong Muang

The former one was again black. The present one is almost identical with the other monkey-
king barge except the colour which is not red.

5. Rua Krabi Prap Muang Marn

The former barge was like others had background, which had slso been damgaged during
bombing. The stem and stern were preserved by the Fine Arts Deparfment came to assume
new body which was constructed in 1967. This particula barge is as big as the other barges
with animal figureheads, and is manned by 36 oarsmen and two helmsmen.

Amusket of 66 mm.in diametre is installed underneath the white monkey-king figurehead at
the stem.

6. Rua Aswarawayu Phak

This particular barge Is decorated with the mythical creature of half giant in the upper body,
half bird in the lower part. The creature is painted purple.

7. Rua Asura Paksa

The barge is almost identical with the previous one except that the figurehead is green.

8. Rua Sae

The type barges have painted decorations at the stem and stern. Two important barges
belonged to this type are those with figer figureheads called Rua Sau Thayan Chon and Rua
Sua Khamron Sin. Particularly in the reign of King Mongkut these barges were manned by the
Mons.

9. Rua Saeng

The barges belong to the riavy and have cabin in the middle.

Usually two pairs of them participate in the procession.

10. Rua Riu

Pua Riu means dll the barges aligned along the length of the procession. Usually all of them
carry their flags.

In the case of the barges with curving upturned stem and stern bear two flags, one at
the stem, the other at the stern. The rest including those with animal figureheads carry flag
installed at the stern,

11. Rua Ging

Rua Ging barges which carry items of royal regadlia. appeared in the Reign of King Prasat
Thong or that of King Song Tham (1620-1628) during the Ayutthaya period. According to

the chronicles, the King ordered branches with blossoms to decorate The barge. Later, the
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artists painted the branch on the stem instead of the real ones. This particular type barges
are for high-ranking royal personages, if not to cary the monastic robes, robes to clothe
Buddha images, or elaborate floral offerings. Since the Ayutthaya period several barges
played that paricular role one ofter another. At present Annotanakharaj with Naga figurehead
is employed as the Rua Ging in the procession.

Jn the reign. of King Narai the Great, there were nine Ging barges in the magnificent
procession, which had ornate throne in the middle. A couple of royal umbrellas either seven
or five tiered were found in front and the rear or the throne, underwhich were placed the
royal offerings or other items of royalty.

These barges were manned by one umbrella bearer, one sun-shield, one fanner in the rear.
In front of the throne are four Thai Trumpet blowers, eight Westermn trumpet blowers, and two

boat singers and flag carrier.

In the reign of King Mongkut, the didtribution of officials one the two Ging type barges are as

follows:
Anantanakharg; : two officers
two helmsmen
54 oarsmen
Pra hassaracha 2 officers

2 helmsmen

43 oarsmen
The oars are gilded and the oarsmen's gesture is of flying bird. The origin of the barge is
believed to have been influenced by the large trading barges from Burma, because they are
almost identical except that the Burmese barges do not have the floral branch decorations.
12. Rua Chai
The Rua Chai type barges have up-tumned stem and stemn, similar to the ging barges.
Originally, this type was for the officials participated in the procession; and had a rhythm man.
When a royal person was on board this barge was called Rua Ekachai.
According to the verses on the Thawatosamas Royal State Ceremonies, Rua Chai Heunhau
and Rua Lau Thong Ekachai barges were draped with red cloth on the canopy, and the
body was gilded on black lacquer. The barges had a flagman on the stem and stern, a
bronze kettle drum, a trumpet; and had javelins, swords and spears, tied with red tussels.
This type barge is about 7 tons in weight, 2 metres in weight, 27.5 metres in length, 0.60 metre
in depth; and manned by 38 oarsmen and two officers at the stem.
13. Rua Khamotya
Literally, Rua Khamotya means a barge with decoration on the stem with certain pigment.
However, it seems that this type barges during the Ayuttahay period had simple up-turned
sfem and stern, and had lotus petal carvings to tie the cloth. A cabin was placed in the

middle of the barge which had red cloth tied on it.
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14. Rua Phra Thinang Song

This is the barge for the king which had a thone in the middle and state umbrella and other
items of regadlia including parasol, fan, flag and four swords, one at each corner of the
canopied throne, and their bearers. There were two high ranking officers in front of the throne.
The king's barge during the Bangkok period was one of the three barges; Sri
Suphannahong. Ananatanakharagj,or Sri Sommec:’rchc:i:

The Barge Suphannhong is probably the largestdug-out' in the world; weighing 15 tons, she
is 45 meters long and three metres wide, made entiely from one piece of tfimber, except for
the figuredhead of the golden swan. The flatbottomed barge is made of ‘Mai Yong" (Dipter-
ocarpus spp.) wood, and is omnately carved and gilded. The Suphannahong-as well as the
Anantanakaraj and Anekchabuchong-is manned by 54 oarsmen, two helmsmen, two officers,
and one flagman. The silver and gold paddies are raised in the air at the end of each stroke,
controlled by a rhythm keeper who taps the butt of his silver spear on the deck in time with
the chanting of ancient boat songs. The large 'tassel’ which swings from the beak of the
golden swan, according to tradition, the "PHuU" signified the King was aboard the barge.

In 1987, as a part of the 60th birthday (the 5th cycle) of His Mgjesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej,
the beautiful state barges will again take to the water on October 16. His Majesty His Majesty
travelled from Vasukr Landing to Wat Arun for the Tod kathin ceremony. The Royal Thai Navy
has repaired the boats and the Fine Arts Department restored the artwork, the painting and
gilding. The Roya Household bureau had the responsiblility for the interior decorations of the
barges. The Navy oarsmen first practiced the specialized rowing tfechniques on land, in
dry-dock sheds. Later, they took to the river rowing longboats. Before the actual day of the
procession, there was a dress rehearsal-in 1982 the Growds were almost as great on those
days as on the actual procession day, for it presented a wonderful opportunity for getting
photogrphs of boats an of boats and crew, close-up

No matter how ofter a Royal Barge Procession is seen, one is always eager and ready for the
next. Otherwise, how can one be sure such a wonderous sight was really seen, and not

just dreamed.
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