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FROM PLANT CONTEST
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Under the aegis of the Plant
Association of Thailand, the horticul-
tural contest for 1966 was held at Kai
Shou Hall, Petburi Road from Septem-
ber 2-4. At the invitation of the
President of the Association, Her Royal
Highness the Princess Regent presided
over the opening function and presented
shields and prizes to winners of various
categories.
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Flowers arranged in the shape
of a dome on a raised tray.
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Prize garlands.
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The function is

highlighted by a display

of orchids of various
families.
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Presentation of a prize to a winner
of the competition.
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Flower arrangement contest.
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H.R.H. the Princess Regent
is seen admiring orchids.
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THAI BOXING
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Salute to the King.

Thai boxing originated as a form of self-defence
and only later became a sport. Even today it is taught
and cultivated in the military and police academies as a
sine qua non for men to whom physical fitness and
fighting ability are essential. ~The Thai people are very
proud of this traditional sport which they regard as a
national asset and it is a household word among the
Thai that only a Thai can kick and use his elbows and
knees in this manner. At any rate, high kicking, elbowing
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Part of the ceremonial dance
preluding the fight.
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Special music is a requisite for
Thai boxing. This is provided by
a small four-man band.
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A high kick and how to parry
it. In Thai boxing high guard is
usual to ward off such akick. Note
the position of the knee which
has a defensive as well as offensive
use.

and kneeing come natural to all Thai. No wonder
then that one often sees Thai youngsters practise kicking
and kneeing wherever and whenever they can. It is also
assumed that every Thai masters at least the fundamentals
of this traditional boxing. In the old days even kings
and princes indulged in this sport in their spare time.
According to Thai history, an Ayudhya king was so
enthusiastic about boxing at which he was a great expert
that he frequently went incognito to temple fairs where
boxing matches were held to demonstrate his pugilistic
prowess.

Thai boxing should not be considered apart from
the Thai cudgel play with which it is closely bound up.
In the Thai cudgel play when a man’s stick is knocked
out of his hand by his opponent he will automatically
resort to kicks and punches. Besides, the music used
for boxing and the cudgel play is almost identical.

A salient characteristic of Thai boxing is the use
of the feet, elbows and knees besides the fists. The
mainpoint is to know how to combine various blows,
when to use the feet, the elbows or the knees for maxi-
mum results. A great deal of training and coaching by
a past master is required to develop this skill. Considered
from this point of view, Thai boxing is at once a science
and an art. This point cannot be over-emphasized in as
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Typical kneeing to thesolar plexus. ~ This is a
very effective blow which often knocks the stuffing
out of the opponent.
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The follow-through of
a blow with the elbow resul-
ting in both men losing
balance.
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How to cover up when
pressed on by the opponent. Note
the position of the left elbow
which is held ready to swipe the
face of the lunging opponent.

much as many foreign spectators seem to labour under
the delusion that Thai boxing is a primitive no-holds-
barred affair where two men are out to maul each other

anyhow. Some have even compared it to all-in wrestling
which it does not even remotely resemble. True, to
inexperienced eyes, there is a certain amount of clinching
but clinching is not wrestling and in a Thai boxing match
throwing one’s opponent is discouraged as much as possi-
ble and might result in the loss of points. Nor are
butting, eye-gouging, smothering with a gloved hand
permitted.

To foreign visitors, a Thai boxing bout must be
fascinating to watch. Everything will appear out of this
world to them: the ritual before the bout, the music
accompanying the fight etc. But what seems odd and
tickles him is taken very seriously by the fighters and
their trainers and, in the instances of the ritual and music,
is hallowed by age-old tradition. The ritual before the
fight is in fact a form of prayer to the sacred things
held in veneration by all the Thai and homage to ins-
tructors and trainers. This is followed by homage to the
king whether or not he is present for boxing bouts were
often in the past command performances. The homage
to the king takes the form of an elaborate salutation
with a graceful sweep of the hands to the head. Then
follows some shadow - boxing meant to loosen up muscles
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A kick at the thigh goes a long way to take the sting
out of your man’s kicking. So this is especially
recommended when you are up against a powerful
kicker. A well-known foreign champion of inter-
national-style boxing once challenged a Thai champion
to a Thai-style bout presumably making little of the
damage that could be done with the feet, elbows and
knees. To his dismay, he found in no time that he
was unable to keep on his feet let alone to dance about;
so completely was he paralyzed by kicks at the thighs
and the soft spots just behind the knees.

and strike fear into the opponent’s heart. Eeach boxing
team has its own style of shadow-boxing. So an exper-
ienced boxing fan can detect at once where a boxer comes
from.

A few words may be said about the music. This
consists of a pipe, two long drums with both ends open
and cymbals. Though almost any tune can be played on
these instruments the actual repertory of boxing music is
made up of tunes prescribed for the purpose. The tunes
vary with the phases of the fights. Thus there is a tune
for the ritual, another for the shadow-boxing. During
the actual fighting the piper can change the tune or the
tempo to suit the action on the canvas. For instance
when he finds that the fight begins to drag, he can ginger
it up through his music.

A word of explanation should be given concerning
the boxers’ dress. A Thai boxer wears ordinary boxing
trunks with a protective cup sewn on inside to prevent
injury from stray kicks and kneeing. So much for physical
protection. As for spiritual protection, Thai boxers,
like many other boxers of whatever nationalities, believe
in all kinds of charm and talisman. That is why a Thai

boxer wears lustral thread around the head and rings of
charms around the biceps.
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The ““flying knee™ is another
powerful weapon in the armoury of
Thai boxing.
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Kneeing can do a great deal of damage.
Consequently it is a favourite weapon in Thai boxing
especially in in-fighting and clinches where full-arm

blows and kicking are not possible.
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A straight right versus
kneeing. Thai boxers trade
blows all the time and what
is more, blows can come
from any quarter and at
any moment. A good boxer
must, therefore, be cons-

tantly on guard and develop
a sense of anticipation.
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SUAN PAKKAD PALACE
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Suan Pakkad Palace, with its pointed, gracefully
curving roofs, emerald green lawns, exquisite Lacquer
Pavillion and priceless antiques which offer more than a
glimpse of ancient Thailand, provides the itinerant visitor
with an atmosphere of repose and tranquility.

The building is comprised of five picturesque wooden
houses, combined to form a reception house and museum
section.  Originally these houses came from different
locations and were assembled here at the behest of the
late Prince Chumbot of Nakorn Sawan, whose home they
became. Indeed two of the buildings had belonged to
one of the prince’s ancestors, Somdet Ong Noi, who was
a regent during the reign of the famous King Mongkut
in the mid 19th century. Prince Chumbot had a great
love of Thai antiques and — distressed at the way in which
old Thai works of art were being neglected —took any
opportunity that arose, to keep specimens from being
destroyed or lost to man’s eyes forever. For this eminent
reason Suan Pakkad houses a unique collection of old
Thai art.

In this edition of Thailand Illustrated, we have the
pleasure in taking you into this ancient Thailand.

On entering the ground floor of the first house (nor-
thern) the initial objects which strike the eye are six
magnificently made and polished drums. At the foot of
the staircase leading to the first floor is a sitting stone
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The main object of interest in the first room (top
floor) is a stone image of Buddha in a Thai-style golden
pavilion of wood flanked by two smaller images. The
room walls are hung with ancient Thai weapons - muskets,
spears, shields etc. Against one wall stands a wooden
““altar”, converted into a swordstand which contains a
number of swords of various shapes and sizes.

The prize of the collection of important stone sculp-
tures in the second room is the feminine torso which
represents Uma, consort of Siva, the Hindu God and is
believed to date back to the 6th century.

The first house is joined to the others by a long
wooden bridge. Standing on the wooden boards of the
bridge, the sightseer cannot help but feel that he has
stepped into Thailand’s past as he casts his gaze over
the sloping roofs of Suan Pakkad basking in the sun,
the only sounds being the hum of the insects and the
murmur of voices from the servants’ quarters behind the
house where Princess Chumbot lives. Once across this
bridge the visitor enters the cool darkness again to he
confronted by valuable Thai art treasures.




This next house is divided by a hallway which, in turn, leads to a
chapel and a dining room. The hallway is flanked by a room on either
side. In this hall are various bric-a-brac-- wooden elephants, ecclesiastical
fans, a Thai toilet set, a wood screen (formerly in use in northern Thai-
land as a candle stand) and a gong with two elephant tusks as supports.
The room to the west of the hall, the guest room, contains authentic Thai
furniture, including a bed, a toilet set, and has also on display, some
beautiful food receptacles of inlaid mother - of- pearl (17th and 18th centu-
ries). The reception room, east of the hall contains a palaquin and an
umbrella indicative of the rank of Prince. Gold and silver trees flank the
umbrella. These were presented by H.M. the King to Prince Chumbot’s
great-aunt on her 90th birthday.

Next to greet the visitor’s eye is a veritable treasure trove of anti-
quity, the chapel. A mother-of-pearl panel, situated between the chapel
doors, strikes a beautiful note in decor. This panel which is believed to
date back to the late 17th or early 18th century, was once a door panel
in a Buddhist temple.
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Images of Buddha
of various periods.
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Buddha Images on a carved altar.
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The chapel itself contains many fine Buddha images
carved in the Davaravati, Lopburi, U-Thong, Chiengsean
and Ayudhya periods as well as some done in Tibetan
style and some figurines of Hindu gods. Here also are
Burmese works of carved ivory.

Leaving the chapel and stepping out on to the terrace
again, a set of wooden paintings, hanging on the upper
part of the building, are to be remarked upon. These
tell the story of the Vessantara Jataka (one of the Buddha’s
previous existences) and provide a counterpart to the
paintings in the corridor of the first house, which tell the
fascinating story of Buddha’s life. An unusual aspect
of these latter paintings is that in some parts Buddha
is represented by a lotus instead of the popular image.
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A carved panel
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A palaquin indicating the princely rank, flanked
by silver and golden trees.



Taking leave of this bvilding, visitors come to the
Lacquer Pavilion which resembles a jewel in its emerald
setting as its roofs glisten in the sun at the further side
of Buan Pakkad’s green lawn. Though small, the pavilion
is a unique masterpiece of Thai art and architectural
design, its interior abounding in perfect examples of Thai
lacquercraft.

Originally the Lacquer Pavilion stood in the grounds
of the Ban Kling Monastery near Ayudhya. It is rumoured
that before this it was part of a royal residence in Ayudhya
itself. ~ Today merely an inner room surrounded by an
enclosed gallery, it previously at Ban Kling consisted of
two separatebuildings--a library (Ho Trai) mainly used
for the storage of Buddhist manuscripts, and a room
containing painted murals (Ho Khien).

Approaching the Lacquer Pavilion the two aspects
which strike a visitor most are its architecture and the
magnificent carving on the outside of the panels.  The
roof, its gilt ridges outlined against the blue sky, provides
a classic example of the Thai artistic shape, while a further
touch of beauty is added by the wooden stilts on which it
stands, primarily for the purpose of protection against
termites.

Ascending a flight of wooden steps the sightseer
enters a gallery enclosing a smaller room.  On the outside
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A toilet set and a bed used in the olden days.
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A swordstand containing swords
of various descriptions and sizes.

walls of this gallery i.e., the inside walls of the panels,
are the murals representing the story of the Buddha from
his enlightenment to his death.

The art in the pavilion is distinguished by the even
distribution of the light and dark values.

The work in the pavilion reflects the two basic aspects
of Thai life, which not only pertain to the 17th century
(which the work dates back to) but to today-religion
and the character of the Thai people.

On the religious theme the panels portray with vivid
intensity many scenes of Buddha’s life. And many of the
panels contain scenes of Thai village in the 17th century
and portray in intimate detail the costumes of the period
while in others scenes from town and court are depicted
with the same wealth of detail.

In the bright Thai sunshine once more the visitor,
having participated in the life of ancient Thailand, crosses
the green lawn, his mind still alive with the colourful
asemblage of characters drawn from reality and myth
which he has beheld. He sees again the royal personages,
their lineage apparent in every stroke of the artist’s brush,
the humble peasant, the host of French and Dutch,
Chinese and Arab, demon and animal figures depicted so
faithfully and so ruminating, steps into contemporary
Bangkok’s teeming streets.




siadniunszng

A stone image of Bodhisattva, 13th
century A.D.

case containing objets
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Ecclesiastic fans
indicative of various
ranks in the hierarchy
of the Thai Buddhist
Church.
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An ancient bronze drum.

4
Howou
The famed Lacquer Pavilion.




AFTER SIGHTSEEING

THAILAND

OFFICIAL YEAR BOOK

This is the first major official work
embracing all significant facets of Thailand
and its people. It comprehensively covers
the history, culture, economy, education,
religion, legal system, government, poli-
tics, defence, and many other national
characteristics that uniquely combine to
make Thailand a distinct nstion-state as
it is today.

A 700-page book carefully written by
distinguished authcrs of individual
subjects-matters, for general readers
and scholars alike at the price of
40 baht.

“ A timely, well-documented and
concise publication that has never
before appeared in the book-market,
encyclopaedic in content, massive in
volume, and most reasonable in
price.”

Now available at the leading bookstores

and at the following addresses: -

I. Technical and Planning Office (Ministry
of National Development)

2. Public Relations Department.

3. Board of Investment.

4. Tourist Organization of Thailand

5. Government House Printing Office.
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September 21 saw H.R.H. the Princess Regent
proceed by air to Nongkai province to attend to
the relief of flood victims and comfort them in
their plight.

A

H.R.H. the Princess Regent is
seen receiving from Lt. Gen. Kricha
Punnakanta, Director-General of the
Public Relations Department a cheque
to the amount of 615,529.55 baht
contributed by the public towards
the fund for the relief of flood victims
in the northeast.




General Ne Win, Chairman of the Revolutionary Council of the
Union of Burma and his wife made an unofficial visit to Thailand as
guests of the Government from September 26-30. Gen. Ne Win was
granted an audience by H.R.H the Princess Regent at Chitralada Villa
(top picture ). He also held consultations with the Thai Premier and senior
officials at Mananga Sila Mansion (two lower pictures). Pictures in the
next page show Gen. and Mme. Ne Win being entertained at dinner
given by the Premier and Lady Chongkol Kittikachorn at the Government
House and the friendly game of golf with Thai leading personalities at
Bang Phra golf course.
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Subscription Rates for THAILAND ILLUSTRATED

Local Six months ( 6 issues) : 45.00 baht
One year (12 issues ) : 90.00 baht

Postage included.
Single copy : 8.00 baht
Overseas Six months ( 6 issues) : 60.00 baht
One year (12 issues ) : 120.00 baht

Postage included.
Please contact directly The Public Relations Department,
Rajd. n Avenue, Bangkok, Thailand. Tel. 48880
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The 8th session of the Asian African Legal
onsultative Committee was opened at Santitham
Hall on August 8. On the same evening a reception
was held in honour of the participants by the Premier
at the Government House,
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The Prime Minister in his capacity as President of the University
Council is seen presenting to H.R.H. the Princ Mother an honorary
degree of Doctor of Social Work in a ceremony held at Thamasat University
on August 4. H.R.H. Krommuen Naradhip, the Deputy Premier (extreme
left) was also present.
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In the course of their visit
to Thailand, members of the South
Korean Parliament called on Gen.
Luang Suthisarn Ronakorn, Pre-
sident of the Constituent Assembly
(extreme left ).
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Nine-year-old national hero, Krittisak Sasnakool has been voted the most outstanding
scout hero in the Far East Region for the Period 1964-1966. Krittisak is the first awardee of
the honour medal offered by the José Antonio Delgado Memorial Foundation for his heroic
deeds in saving two children from drowning in two successive years when he was seven and
eight. The presentation ceremony took place in Taipeh, where the meeting of scout commanders
of the Far East was held from October 9-15.
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Distinguished guests were entertained at a reception given by the Prime Minister at the Government House on the occasion of the

16th anniversary of the signing of ag

on ec c and

co-operation between Thailand and the US on September 19.
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H.M. the King granted an audience to Dr. Adamietz, Public
Relations Officer of the Senate of Bremen, who introduced to His
Majesty German press representatives requesting an interview at Park
Hotel, Bremen, West Germany
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His Majesty received at King’s Beeches Royal Residence in
England on September 18 three Thai Ministers of (from right)
National Development, Finance and Foreign Affairs, who reported
to His Majesty on various aspects of the national affairs.
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A group photograph of the Royal Family was taken on Sep-
tember 17 at King’s Beeches where a luncheon was graciously given
by the Royal Couple to all staff members of the Royal Thai Embassy
in London

Sria a0 ey iy Ns N d oy
v indoulnoaiannimnasgedwn halssmai@iug - semmsunumi

manneluanmasansusou ve i vounmmeds  unmnilavauassoinlsznan

uaz IdFumatan « Ao

, Thai students of Silliman University, the Philippines pose for
a group photograph in front of the Thai pavilion erected on the
65th anniversary of the University. A contest of floats was also
held and as it turned out, the Thai float won the first prize.
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Representatives from 14 countries have participated in the
14-week training course in rural broadcasting for 1966 held in
Sydney, Australia. Among them are two participants from Thailand:
Tipawadi Paksuwan and Ramyong Sakornpan, both from the
Public Relations Department (fifth and eighth from left, front row)
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Phanchitt Nuchasuwan shows a popular Thai dress at a
fashion parade “*Spotlight on the Orient™ organized by the Univer-
sity of Melbourne’s International Club, Australia
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A Thai nurse, Sanguansak Yuttayong of
Konkaen Hospital is seen attending a young patient
at the Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne, where
she is studying hospital administration.
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Virangrong
Ratanacha;
Bangkok discusses
the programme
with Penelope
Wood (left), se-
cretary of the
International Club
on the evening
“Spotlight on the
Orient” organized
in Melbourne,
Australia.
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Scouts from Thailand have been given speciai permission to bring to England a
1,000-year-old Buddha Image of the Chiengsaen period which will be placed in a
Buddhist Temple to be erected at Gilwell Park scout camp. A party of Thai scouts
here look on as Thailand’s Under- Secretary of State for Education Abhai Chandavimol
presents the Buddha to Mr. John Thurman, the camp chief.
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Two Thai students, Valaiporn Eksangsri (middle) and Theerayuth Kangsanant
(right) are seen chatting with Mr. G. Warren Smith, a representative of the Australian
External Affairs Department at the recent annual dinner of Colombo Plan Students’
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Members of the
Thai National De-
fence College ex-
amine guns from
various countries in
an exhibition hall
of the Imperial War
Museum which they
have recently visited.
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Mr. D.J. Burns (left) who is to be
Second Secretary at the British Embassy
is learning something about Thailand from
Princess Vimalachatra, a Thai announcer
at the BBC. At extreme right is Mr. Yau-
Fong Chann from Hong Kong.
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Uraikorn Panditkul from Thailand
(right) and Murugeshan Andiappan from
India are among a party of 20 teachers
and broadcasters from 13 countries who
are now in London attending a three-
month course at the Nuffield Foundation’s
Centre for Educational Television Over-
seas.




Enjoy your tours in THAILAND

with

U.l. TRAVEL SERVICE

(UNITED INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL SERVICE)
100 MANSION 1, RAIDAMNERN AVENUE,
BANGKOK, THAILAND.

P.O. Box 2226, Cable “UISERVICE” BANGKOK Tel. 22724

BRANCHES OFFICES:
ERAWAN THOTEL Tel. 56910

PENINSULA HOTEL : Tel. 37000

PENINSULA HOTEL

SURIWONGSE ROAD
BANGKOK, THAILAND.

P.O. Box 2226, Cable “PENHO’’ BANGKOK, Tel. 37000

The most modern and comfortable hotel, swimming
pool, completely air-conditioned rooms with private
bath & shower, coffee shop, bar, restaurant, dining

room “KRUNG THONG ™ & night club. Situated in

the centre of business and shopping district.
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