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Historically speaking Lop Buri as early as the sixth
century, the beginning of the Dvaravati period, was occupied
by a people calling themselves “Lawa”. Later during
the tenth century at the beginning of the Angkor period,
the Khmers, who held away over the whole Chao Phya
River basin, founded the capital called Lawo which became
the centre of administration where a number of Khmer
temples were built, remnants of which still exist today.

By the thirteenth century, the Khmers were subdued
by the Thai kingdom of Sukhothai and the name of the
town was then changed to Lop Buri. In the olden days
this town was considered of great importance on account
of its strategic position midway between the Sukhothai
Kingdom in the north and Ayudhya in the south. In
fact the importance of Lop Buri was evidenced by the
fact that as far back as in the early days of Ayudhya
the eldest son of King Uthong who founded Ayudhya
had taken up residence in the town.
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As time went on Lop Buri assumed more and more
importance. In King Narai’s reign, for instance, it was
accorded the status of the second capital next to Ayudh-
ya. This was how it came to pass. Thailand was
carrving on a thriving foreign trade especially with the
Dutch. But as time went on this trade relationship with
the Dutch was marred by a serious quarrel which threa-
tened to worsen into open hostilities. In these circums-
tances King Narai considered that, being located near
the sea, Ayudhya was vulnerable to an attack by Dutch
war vessels. The King consequently ordered that Lop
Buri be strongly fortified to serve as the capital in a crisis.

The work of reconstruction was carried out with
the aid of the French community in Ayudhya. Hence
the obvious French influence in the architectural style.
King Narai was increasingly fond of Lop Buri. He spent
three quarters of the year there and the rest of the year
at Ayudhya. Thus it is no wonder that the town was
frequently visited by foreign diplomats and merchants.
After King Narai’s reign, the popularity of Lop Buri
gradually decreased until the reign of King Rama IV or
King Mongkut of Chakri Dynasty who also favoured
the idea of Lop Buri as the second capital. King Mongkut
also ordered the restoration of the old palace and many
new buildings were erected such as the present Piman
Mongkut Hall which at present serves as the office of
the local unit of the Fine Arts Department.
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Those tourists who wish to visit Lop Buri, which is 154
kilometres away from Bangkok, can do so both by rail and car.
The train journey takes about three hours but many prefer to
travel there by car or bus as it takes less time. For those
who are busy a one-day visit during the week-end to the old
capital full of well-preserved monuments and shrines will be
found highly rewarding.

Following are some places and monuments of interest
in the historic town of Lop Buri:

Phra Prang Sam Yod (The Triple Prang)—a Khmer-style

shrine erected by Khmer craftsmen in the 13th century. They were
built of laterite and sandstone with stucco decoration. To the
east of the central “prang” is a “viharn™ built by King Narai’s
command. The said “viharn™ contains a large stone image of
the Lord Buddha of the Ayudhya period in meditative attitude.

The Hindu Shrine— a shrine built for the Brahmins, standing
north-east of the royal palace.  This brick structure is also the
work of Khmer craftsmen.  There are three large stupas in the
groups, the middle one, the largest, housing the Siva’s lingam for
Siva’s worshippers. Repairs of the shrine were carried out by
King Narai’s order.

. , < . A -~ <
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Middle and bottom pictures : Sections of the old palace
“ Narai Rajniwes "’
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The Triple Prang—built by
Khmer craftsmen in the tenth century.

Rama’s Arrow Shrine—The monument is situated

in the market area of the old town. It is believed that
the shrine was built at the time of the foundation of
the old Lop Buri. A legend has it that Rama, desiring
to build a town as a reward for Hanuman, his monkey
general, shot an arrow into the air proclaiming that
wherever the arrow landed, the town would be built.
The arrow, so the legend goes on, fell in a plain called
Tung Brommas, so the town was constructed there. The
intense heat generated by Rama’s arrow, it is believed,
scorched the earth in Lop Buri turning it into chalk
which is found in abundance in the province.

Royal Old Palace—King Narai’s palace or ““ Narai
Rajniwes Palace” built about 1765, was a favourite
retreat for many successive monarchs. It comprises four
halls, namely :-

1. Chandapisal Hall—in Thai style built of brick
covered with stucco on the site of the old hall of Prince
Ramesuan, the eldest son of King Uthong. This hall was
restored in King Rama IV’s time and is at present used
as the local branch of the National Museum.

2. Piman Mongkut Hall — built in the reign of King
Rama IV and at present used as an office of the local
branch of the Fine Arts Department.




o ] CISORT S SR Ay .
Jawizedung  ofvdaaeiianyi  @uaziuan  dijoneasiesznuni
.y TRy O NI T
wanwgavanomis wilanadialuaivensisung Yauihlsen wAs waznszmsl

MmN

¢ d - MLt v,
MANITNMNUAZNANTAN TN Al mermpanyimasalzivnanig

Wy v d v R T Y = TN -
Igmin dumagu asegsumasal daniilainsneasisiouusulmi ason
PP U e . 4 4 )
gu@usanebeeAnmas  lumarsznmaimadans  ymeaEen o
i 4 4 P 4 q 4 NICRE]
Wiz dunmamivaovesnaieann wemamanszn mlszaialg
mansznmnes aimashnnesivsmuduilizdugivey
s v R T I T
TuInwmani b uian Hdi01HB0Y AamaeN
a o ¢ d oAy £ \ it o o
andwuouni  duanadanuudiusmulne ogmanmmiove Ay anu
4 = Joa iy [
wanouauauay  veanow  diamanin  nansunwms lunduAuIR NI

: Wy o s A A
wnwsimnylaododiiony nowduauay veanow yhmmIdiunaun

N

YA . % d 5 -
whmaalansgnymuusimdnamy - @imszeIn

Aad 430 - “ 4 Ay y
ANUUNNIIUNIT “UIUHDNITUNYNA rmvunm\mvmnn'\umwm

w00

wwms

3. Dusit Sawan Dhanya Mahaprasart — located to the south of
Piman Mongkut Hall. It was built in Thai- French style. It was in
this hall that King Narai granted audience to Chevalier de Chaumont,
the first French envoy from the court of Louis XIV who presented
him with a me:

sage from the King.

4. Sutha Sawan Hall —built in the reign of King Narai. It
was famous for its magnificent decorations and the historical fact
that King Narai passed away here.

Wat Phra Sri Mahadhart —a large temple built during the
Khmer era. This temple was restored with certain additions by
several monarchs. It is well-known for its “chedis” of various
shapes and sizes and Buddha images of exquisite workmanship.

Phra Kan (Lord of Death) and Narai Shrines — These are the

two shrines that meet the visitor’s eyes as soon as he steps off his
train as they are located near the railway station.

In Phra Kan Shrine is installed a four-armed idol behind
which is the other temple where an image of Narayana is enshrined.
Both are considered very sacred sanctuaries. A very unfamiliar sight
for new visitors is a big herd of tame monkeys swarming about both
shrines.

ai’s

Residence of Vichayen — located to the north of King Nar
palace. Built in Thai- French style, it was a place where lived
Constantine Phaulkon, King Narai’s Greek adviser who became very
powerful and was given the high title of “Chao Phya”. He is
known to have spent the remaining years of his life there.

0
Left —
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Bottom —

=nouuRIuRmaNTENI
Dancing is often staged as
thank - offering to the sacred
image of Phra Kan at Phra
Kan Shrine.

At fuazinin
Young village belles at work
pounding and winnowing rice
at Ban Mi, Lop Buri
Begauazuil nmanszmm
Mother monkey nursing her
baby at Phra Kan Shrine.
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$ Commemorating the anniversary of the demise of the late King
Rama VI, a fair known as Vajiravudh Fair was held from November

25 to December 3, 1968, at Saranrom Gardens, Bangkok.

His Majesty the King graciously opened the Fair on the afternoon
of November 25, observed as Vajiravudh Day.

The Fair is annually organized and the proceeds usually go to
the construction and repairs of places and buildings dedicated to the
late king. At this year’s Fair, the Organizing Committee invited
public contribution to the fund in aid of servicemen and members
of the police force at present involved in suppressing the terrorists
in the border area and abroad.

The Fair, featuring various kinds of entertainment, stalls and
display of activities of several Ministries and Departments, was as
usual highlighted by the Miss Thailand contest.
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After performing the opening ceremony
His Majesty the King was presented with
gifts by owners of the stalls set up at the
Fai
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His Majesty touring the Fair in the

royal car.



Beauty contestants at a
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A morning rehearsal
and a phase of the contest.
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Top left and right — Mitira Pattranawik and Chanta- Lower left and right — Netsai Chalatharn and Srimai

porn Surinpao. Tipmonta.



Wudngalo ngaies Mg
umadon whnad uuon

Saengduen Maenwong is being crowned
Miss Thailand by Thanpuying Sawai Charu-
sathira on stage.
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After a month-long suspense and frenzied speculation among the

Thai and fore

ners alike, Saengduen Maenwong was crowned Miss

Thailand after the five-day contest held at Vajiravudh Fair. The

nineteen - year - old beauty, whose vital statistics were 35-23-36, was

sponsored by Muang Thong Company Ltd.
The announcement was made at 24.00 hours of December 3,
1968 thus entitling Saengduen Miss Thailand of 1968. She was crowned

on the occasion by Thanpuying

awai Charusathira (top picture). And
in the lower picture, Apantri Prayuthseni, Saengduen’s predecessor, who

was also present on the stage, helped adjust the title sash for her.
Nicknamed *Toom”, Saengduen was born in Thon Buri and
was a graduate of Suksanari School in that twin city of Bangkok.

Saengduen received a cash award of 80,000 baht, a diamond

crown, a diamond locket, a cloak, a gold cup, a gold wrist-watch, a

TV receiving set and two round - trip tickets to Japan.

Saengduen stated at an interview after being pronounced the
winner that she now belonged to the public so she was ready to do
she would

anything for the nation. She said, if called upon to do so,

be ready to visit the Thai contingent in active service in Vietnam. *“I

would help take care of the wounded and boost their morale”, she

concluded.
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Top  — Ginning of cotton picked from the farm.

naw 138978
Middle — Now cotton fibre is made fluffy.
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Bottom — The fluffed-up cotton fibre is being wound
on to spools.
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ROBES IN A DAY

Buddhist Lent observance lasts three
months from the 15th day of the waxing
moon of the eighth lunar month to the same
date in the eleventh lunar month. During
the three- month lenten period, monks and
novices confine themselves to their monas-
Jteries or another place of residence of their
choice. They are not allowed to spend the
night outside their prescribed quarters or
travel about to propagate the Lord Buddha’s
teaching. The main reason is during this
period which coincides with the rainy and
sowing season wandering monks are likely
to do damage to the crop as they actually
did in the Buddha’s time.

However, after the termination of Lent,
monks and novices are free to move from
place to place and to journey forth on pilgri-
mages. According to the regulations, monks,
who have completed the observance of Lent,
are fully qualified to accept monastic robes
presented by the faithful as a kind of tribute
for their strict observance of the monastic
discipline. Hence on the termination of
Lent, there i a custom of presenting robes
to the monks at various monasteries called
“Kathin” which lasts a month from the
end of Lent, that is on the first day of the
waning moon of the eleventh lunar month.
The new robes come in very handy for the
monks for they really need new clothing
when they are free to journey forth on
pilgrimage.

This age-old ceremony of presenting
the Kathin robes has been observed since
the Sukhothai period. In fact, this kind of
merit - making is in keeping with the general
disposition of the Thai who one and all
have an itch to travel. As the presentation
of the robes usually takes place at a far
away monastery it affords an ideal occasion
for combining merit-making with the plea-
sure of travel derived mainly from a few
pleasant hours spent in the company of
one’s choice, sightseeing, eating and drinking
and having a good time generally.

There are two ways of presenting the
Kathin robes. As a rule monastic robes
and the accessories to be presented are to
be brought to the monastery before-hand
by the sponsor of the Kathin. The sponsor

U4 — swgaenuLuAhe
Top  — Girls lend their hands in spinning thread.
naw Tudunneyynaa

Middle — Everyone is doing his bit to contribute to
the worthy cause.
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Bottom — Skeins of thread.
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These three pictures show skeins

of thread being dyed yellow and
then wrung to dry later.



just goes to the monastery to present the
robes. This is called “Maha Kathin”,
the more popular and usual form.

There is, however, another way of
presenting the Kathin robes called ‘““Chula
Kathin™ or smaller Kathin which is rather
complicated and relies to a great extent
on the co-operation of a great many parti-
cipants. Above all the co-operation of
skilful weavers must be enlisted for the
robes have to be made on the spot and,
what is more, within one day. Owing to
the pressure of time and the labour involved
this kind of Kathin is becoming a rarity.

Traditionally speaking, the making of the
Kathin robes starts with picking cotton from
the plantation, then all cotton is sent to
the cotton gin for separating the fibre from
the seeds. Next the cotton fibre will be
spun and wound into thread on to wooden
spools. The skeins of thread, after being
dyed yellow and completely dried (usually
with the help of charcoal stoves) are set
in hand - looms and shuttles and the weaving
then begins by a group of skilled weavers.
The yellow cloth will then be cut and sewn
as monastic robes. As mentioned above,
the whole process has to be completed
within a day.

Photographs shown here were taken
from the Chula Kathin ceremony at Dee-
duad Monastery, Thon Buri, by a group
of 75 devout Buddhists from Ban Haad
Siew, amphoe Si Satchanalai, Sukhothai.
They began picking cotton at 5.00 hours
and the robes were finished and presented
on the same day at 19.30 hours.
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Top and middle—Thread is dried in the hot sun and
with the help of charcoal stoves.
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Bottom — Preparing thread before feeding it into the
loom.




lidmgovione Experienced  wea-
e vers both male and female
are greatly needed to speed
up the weaving of the cloth.
The cloth is then cut and
made into monastic robes.
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begging bowl, one of the
eight requisites of a
Buddhist monk.
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On December 11, 1968 Prime Minister Field Marshal Thanom
Kittikachorn presided over the opening ceremony of 304 and 331
highways at the Friendship highway junction dedicated by US
Ambassador Leonard Unger.

The construction of the 360-
kilometre-long strip joining Sattahip
and Nakhon Ratchasima began in
1965 under the Thai-US Agreement
on communications aid.

The road-building was done by
the 23rd Royal Thai Army Engineer
Battalion and the 538th Engineer
Battalion of the US Army Support,
Thailand.

At the conclusion of the open-
ing ceremony, the Prime Minister
proceeded to a model development
village at Bansiew, tambol Nadee,
amphoe Kabin Buri, changwat Pra-
chin Buri.  The inhabitants of this
village number over 10,000.

Being the first completed model
village in Thailand, the community
has a temple, public hall, library,
fresh water supply and 100-kilowatt
electrical system.
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Top — Prime Minister Field Mar-
shal Thanom Kittikachorn
shaking hands with US
Ambassador Leonard
Unger.

Middle — The Prime Minister cutting
the ribbon opening the
highway.

Bottom — Distinguished guests and
contributors to the con-
struction work posing for
photograph with the Prime
Minister ( fourth from
left).
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The Inland Road — This 124-kilo-
metre highway extends from Sattahip
to Phanom Sarakham and is the final
link in the Nakhon Ratchasima to
Sattahip road network.
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The Nakhon Ratchasima to Kabin
Buri Highway — This two-lane 136-
kilometre highway winds through both
low - lying rice paddies and mountainous
terrain.
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The dam at the Bang Phai
Reservoir covers an expanse of 2,400
rai and can store almost 8 billion litres
of water.

« A completed building in the model
village — The village has electrical and
water systems as well as up-to -date
housing, a new library, a temple and
an animal husbandry centre. The
community was constructed by the
villagers with assistance from the 23rd
Royal Thai Army Engineer Battalion
and the 538th Engineer Battalion of
United States Army Support, Thailand
( USARSUPTHALI ).
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The annual International Letter Writing Week was held at the Post and
Telegraph Department from October 6 to 12, 1968. During the week the Exhibition
aturing postage stamps, designs made of stamps, postal services and telecommu-
nication services, was organized and open to the public.

The event attracted great crowds.
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A display of stamps of
various nation:
An exhibition featuring
satellite communication.
mpetition of pictures
formed by montages of
stamps on the theme
“Constitution™. The
winner is shown in the
bottom left picture depic-
ting His Majesty the
King granting the new
Constitution, made up
of 10,000 stamps.
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His Majesty the King is seen
here having a warm hand- shake
with the King of Laos (top pic-
ture) after the former had performed
the ceremony of inaugurating the
power line across River Mekong.
His Majesty in the lower picture
is pressing the button to open the
power line from Ubol Ratana Dam
to Udorn sub-station while the
King of Laos in the bottom right
picture is pushing the button
opening the power line across the
river to Vientiane. The historic
ceremony took place on December
16, 1968 on a raft moored in the
middle of the river.

Later on the same day, His
Majesty helicoptered to Khon
Kaen University, changwat Khon
Kaen, where he conferred degrees
upon the first batch of the Univer-
sity’s graduates in Agriculture and
Engineering numbering respectively
35 and 24.
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.R.H. Krommuen Naradhip Bongsprabandh. Deputy Prime Minister,
presented prizes to winners of an essay contest on the occasion of the UN Day,
(xmbu 24, at the Foreign Affairs Ministry.

Winner of the first prize is Nangsao Sudhawinee Guptastira (top picture )
whlio St prize goes to Nangsao Somlak Tosakul
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Kriangsak Chamanand, Deputy Staff Chief, National Security
is admiring one of the Alsasian puppies presented to the headquarters
Air staff here for official service.
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The Second German TV team, Mainz, recently arrived at Don Muang
airport for filming here. In the picture from left : Tina Sinatra, daughter of
singer Frank Sinatra, who played the leading role; Peter Hassenstein, chief came-
raman and Herr M. Pfleghar, one of Europe’s noted TV directors.
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Pinnarat Thananchai, Miss Thailand runner-up of 1967 (middle), prior
to her departure for London to take part in the Miss World Contest, was pho-
tographed with her two chaperons Chao Lawan Na Chiang Mai (right) and
Sumrerng
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Air Chief Marshal Dawee Chullasapya, Deputy Defence Minister, is seen
cutting the ribbon opening the road joining amphoe Nangphok with Lerng Nok

Ta built by the contribution of the UK Government. Standing next to him is
UK Ambassador to Thailand Sir Neil Pritchard.
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Al vans of the National Security Command are parking

Three new medic;
in front of its office ready to travel to remote areas upcountry to render medical

treatment to the inhabitants »
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Nai Sukit Nimmanhaeminda (third from left)
Secretary-General of Southeast Asian Ministers of Education
led the Thai delegation to Taipei at the invitation of
Nationalist China. Nai Sukit was accompanied by (from
left) Dr. Tawee T: , Nangsao Thida Jalichand
and Mr. Preecha Pisitkasem.
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Prior to the Christmas time, Thailand welcomed two Queens of Lights from
Sweden who are Camilla Jill (left) and Britt Marie Sunback (middle ). The two are
seen here at an interview programme on the Army TV, while in the picture at right
Camilla Jill is sharing fun with two Thai girls at a reception at the Oriental Hotel



On September 10, His Majesty the
King together with H.R.H. Prince Vajil
longkorn proceeded by car to changwat Sara-
buri where His Majesty presented the Phra
Buddha Navaraj Bophitra Image to the
province

His Majesty is seen sprinkling the
Image in the upper picture while in the
picture at right his subjects are seen waving
welcome to the Royal Father and Son.
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’%’ T0 THE DEFENDING THAI CHAMPIONS
AT SINGAPORE BOWLING CHAMPIONSHIPS
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At the ceremony of signing the con-
tract to participate in Thailand International
Trade Fair by the Government of the Re-
public of China on October 11. Representing
the country was Mr. Lui Yung-li, Coun-
sellor (Economics ) of the Chinese Embassy
(left) while signing on behalf of Thailand
was Col. M.L. Juanjeun Kambhu, Economic
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4 Nine top bowling players from
Thailand left Don Muang airport to contest
for Singapore Bowling Championships held
in in and i
in by eight Southeast Asian countries.
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A farmer group from various parts
of the country and officials of the Agricul-
ture Ministry numbering 30 received an
orientation prior to their departure for
Taiwan for a one - month observation tour
starting in late September.

The Thai International on the occa-
sion also sent its staff members to brief
the group on air travelling.
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The last glimpse of the last tram in Bangkok, whose service has been sus-
pended since October 1, 1968,
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gof an expert group of users and prod
cers of statistics of children and youth from six ECAFE-
region countries opened in Bangkok on November 11,
organized jointly by ECAFE and UNICEF.
In the picture from left : ECAFE Executive
ecretary U Nyun, Nai Bundit Kantabutra, Secretary-
f the National Statistical Office, and Chairman
ting and Mr. Brain Jones, Director of
UNICEF’s East Asia and Pakistan Region.

+ g E g A o e
NAAT NITIDNIINABD NIunNUuUNTUNI) o

. 1
JONNNTTHUAT

nImeUNUANNVIN Ty I TV 10
m3 mle. TumnolszTon wassnina  udaumInnds B
i . (b A
Woalml o dninauamnsAnning uie «o tloou
HR.H. Krommuen Naradhip Bongsprabandh,
Deputy Prime Minister, presented an education fund
sponsored by SEATO to Nai Prayote Puthirakul of Chiang
Mai University at the National Education Council Offi
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Dr. Serm Vinicchayakul, Thai
Finance Minister (centre), is seen
chatting with Thai Ambassador to
England Sunthorn Hongladarom
and an English distinguished guest
at a reception at the Royal Thai
Embassy in London held on October
17 in honour of Dr. Serm on the
occasion of his visit to the UK as
the country’s guest.
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General Pra-
pass Charusathira,
Deputy Premier
(centre), was pho-
tographed with a
group of Thai com-
munity in England
at a reception held
in his honour on
October 21 at the
Royal Thai Em-
bassy in London.
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In the course of his recent tour of Australia
Dr. Thavil Kuptabutra, Dusit Zoo’s istant
director took the opportunity to visit Taronga
Zoo of Sydney In the picture Dr. Thawil is
admiring a Kuala bear held by Mr. Ronald
Strahan, the director of Taronga Zoo.
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Nai Niyom Purakam, (extreme right) Chief
of the Statistical Techniques Division, National
Statistical Office, Bangkok, intent on discussions
at the Asian Statisticians conference in Sydney
on September 11,with other overseas delegates.
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Dr. Visid Prachuab-
moh (third from left),
Director of the Popula-
tion Research and
Training Centre of
Chulalongkorn Univer-
sity, at a tea break
during the Sydney Con-
ference on the Scientific
Study of Population,
which he attended in
mid September.
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Seen here at centre is the delegation of Thailand headed
by Foreign Minister Thanat Khoman (fourth from left, front
row) hearing the general debate at the UN General Assembly
in New York, October 2.
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Pinnarat Tananchai, in London before competing in the
Miss World Competition, seen talking with Rongrucha Sihasura-
krai of the BBC Thai Service. Seen at left in the picture is
Mr. Michael Watts also of the BBC Thai Service.
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Alighting from the steps of the THAI International plane
which brought her back from Tokyo on November 25, Rungthip
Pinyo, who won a runner-up title as well as Miss Photogenic in
the Miss International Contest, waved to the crowds that came to
welcome her back at Don Muang airport.

The 20-year - old beauty was sponsored by the Press Associa-
tion of Thailand.
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