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The bridge over River Kwal.
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KANCHANABURI, THE GOLD CITY

The province of Kanchanaburi has a long and
varied history. Though little known outside Thailand,
it is through this province that the famous River Kwal
flows on its way to the sea. It was here, too, that skeletons
of prehistoric man were recently dug up thus creating a
furore in the archaeological world.

Kanchanaburi, lying 133 kilometres to the west of
Bangkok, is one of the most picturesque pProvinces
in Thailand. Its wild jungles, great forests and rugged
hills which border on Burma have over the centuries
been a silent witness to the disasters and triumphs of
man. Here prehistoric man must have lived and died
ceaselessly battling with hostile nature to create a rudi-
mentary civilization.

Here, too, evidence abounds of man’s cruelty to
man for here lie the grim Allied War Cemeteries.

On the credit side, however, besides the awe -inspiring
beauty of virgin forest mountains and wild life, Kancha-
naburi is richly endowed with timber and minerals. The
River Kwai is responsible for the rich and arable soil.
There are also gold deposits hence the name Kanchana-
buri which literally means “Gold City”. The villagers
still pan for eold along the creeks near the Burmese
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Cruising along River Kwai
Noi.

border. Other mineral resources comprise tin, antimony,
silver, tungsten and iron. There are eight mines at Pilok
which produce great quantities of tungsten. As for iron
ore, a recent geological survey shows that there is enough
to keep an iron and steel industry going.

Apart from the famous Thai teakwood, from the
forests comes a kind of bamboo called “mai ruak’ which
1s particularly suited for the manufacture of furniture.
As because there is so much mai ruak, the Government
in 1938 set up a mill for the production of pulpwood
for paper-making.

Kanchanaburi province, with an area of 20,000
square kilometres is bounded on the west side by Tavoy
and Moulmein of Burma. Its population, according to
the latest census, is about 320,000. Most of the area is
jungles and hills. The town itself is situated on the left
bank of a river made up of two tributaries: the Kwai
Noi and Kwai Yai (Kwai means tributary).

The River Kwai, for the most part unknown until
Pierre Boulle wrote his best -seller, “The Bridge over the
River Kwai,” is during most of the year a rather shallow
river which is easily flooded. During the monsoon season.
however,itbecomesa wild torrent which is dangerous to cross.
And Tha Makham district is the setting of Boulle’s story.

During the last world war, Japanese troops invaded
Thailand and the Thai Government was obliged to s1gn
a treaty of friendship with Japan. As a part of its plan
for the invasion of Burma, Japan began the construction
of a railway up to the Burmese frontier, branching off
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In a cave.
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the Thai Southern Railway at Nong Pladuk
station and going west to Kanchanaburi, 51
kilometres away. The prisoners-of-war
English, American, Australian and Dutch
were put to work on the construction.

The course on the section from Nong
Pladuk to Kanchanaburi was not too difficult
because the land was flat. It was only when
the railway reached the banks of the Kwai
Yai that great difficulties arose. According
to the Japanese plan, 1t was necessary to
construct trestles over the two tributaries.
This terrain was completely different in cha-
racter, wild and rugged. Pierre Boulle described
so vividly in his book the hardships of the
men toiling in the tropical sun, the cruelty,
the repeated bombings by the Allied Forces.
For each sleeper laid a life was lost hence
the name the ‘“ Railroad of Death”. Estimates
were that not less than 9,000 men died from
over-work, malaria and brutalities. The
railway had reached as far as the pass of the
Three Pagodas near the Burmese frontier when
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the Japanese army surrendered. After the war, two
cemeteries were built for Allied fatalities, one at Donrak
behind Kanchanaburi railway station and the other at
lTambol Khao Poon.

Kanchanaburi was once a neolithic settlement. Until
the war in Asia, no one was aware of this, but among
the prisoners-of-war working on the railway was the
Dutch archaeologist, Dr. H.R. Van Heckeren of Leyden
University. One day when the building of the railroad
had reached the bank of the Kwai Noi, Dr. Van Heckeren
found a stone which was brought to be laid with other
stones as the foundation of the railway. His experienced
eyes told him that this was no ordinary stone. It was,
in fact, an artifact of Stone Age man. From that day
whenever he had some free time, he would search for
more and hide them. At the end of the war Dr. Van
Heckeren returned home and wrote a book about his
discovery of neolithic implements in Kanchanaburi.

Thailand had never been surveyed for evidence of
prehistoric remains and the archaeologist’s announcement
created such interest that in 1956, an American, Dr. Karl
Heider, received a grant from Harvard University to do
a preliminary survey which confirmed the opinion of Dr.
Van Heckeren.

Finally, excavations for evidence of prehistoric man
in Kanchanaburi were begun in- 1960. A Thai-Danish
Prehistoric Expedition was formed under the joint patro-
nage of the then Danish Ambassador to Thailand, Mr.
Ebbe Munck and the Director of the Research Centre
of the Siam Society, Mr. J. Boeles with the co-operation
of the Fine Arts Department. The staff also included
Dr. Van Heckeren who had discovered the first artifact.
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On November 6, 1960 the expedition team hired
boats that took them up the rapids until further navigation
was impossible. They then went on elephants through
the jungle as far as the Thai- Burmese border. The journey
proved to be fruitful as more than 2,000 tools and other
artifacts dating back to over 10,000 years ago were found
as well as other objects of later date.

So encouraged were they that they dec1ded to or-
ganize another trip, this time to look for the remains of
neolithic man itself. Again their search met with success.
In the jungle a few kilometres away from the railway at
Ban Chao, the archaeologists found more evidence that
prehistoric man had once inhabited this region. And on
January 17, 1961 the first complete skeleton of a man
and the skull of a boy were excavated from a depth of

1.50 metres. In the graves were pots containing the
fossilized remains of fish and shell.

There are so many places of interest to visit In
Kanchanaburi, the train ride from the town proper to

Wang Po (61 kilometres) is breathtaking. The jungles
are full of wild beasts which delight the naturalists and
occasionally one can hear peacocks and gibbons calling.
It is possible to hire a boat at Wang Po that will take
you in one and a half hours to Kaeng Lawa, one of
the most beautiful caves in Thailand. The cave was
discovered in 1961. The moment you enter its narrow
mouth you will come upon a sight
of extraordinary beauty : the various
structures and formations of stalac-
tites and stalagmites that burst in
all their splendour upon the view.
The Thai-Danish expedition team
found here some facts that led
to the belief that this cave was
once inhabited by neolithic man.

o/ B 4 4 dq
AAUNMINUTUATN AU IN IHRAT
9/

E
lanAsan

losing their lives in World War II.

War cemetery of Allied Forc
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Sar Yok Waterfall.
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Sa1 Yok waterfall is another favourite place for
visitors.  Although the distance from Wang Po is not
very great, the river has so many bends that it may take
as long as 10 hours by boat to reach the fall. The sight
of the waterfall dropping from the cliffs to the riverbed
In the jungle is not to be forgotten. Its beauty inspired
the late Prince Narit to compose an immortal song
"Khamen Sai Yok™”.

Further on from Saiyoke one arrives at Thong
Papoom district close to the Burmese border. The journey
by boat from Sai Yok takes two full days, or elephants
can be hired from the villagers to go through the virgin
forest full of exotic orchids and wild animals. Many
animals, fleeing from places that have been taken over
by man for cultivation, have found refuge in Kanchanaburi
jungle.

Mangkorn Thong cave, 30 minutes by motor- boat
from Kanchanaburi town is equally enchanting. One
climbs 100 steps to the mouth of the cave. This is
shaped like a dragon from which the cave’s name is
derived (Mangkorn Thong means golden dragon). Inside
1S a strange world of stalactites and stalagmites. There
1s a shaft leading to the top up which you may climb
1f feeling adventurous.

Khao Pang waterfall, 85 kilometres from Kancha-
naburi town 1s at the end of the railway. A walk of
a little more than one kilometre will take you to the
waterfall. It 1s necessary, because of the train schedule,

to spend the night and return the following morning.

Kanchanaburi, the land of prehistoric man, i1s a
world apart from the sophistications of Bangkok. A visit
to this region will prove rewarding in every way.
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The objects yielded by the
excavations: skeletons, stone
carvings, and other artifacts
unmistakably indicate that the
region was once inhabited by
prehistoric man.
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Fish trapping on canal near Mekong River, Amphoe Ponpisai, Changwat Nong Khai
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THE THAI TRADITIONAL GAME OF “SABA™

““Saba’™ 1s a traditional game played during the
Songkran New Year festival in April to provide an
opportunity for young men and women to meet and
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but later became widely accepted by the Thais in almost
all provinces with some local modifications. Ordinarily,
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The ““saba’ i1s placed on the back of
the foot ready to be pitched.
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Now 1t’s your turn.

A *“Saba” is a large, hard, flat seed of the elephant
creeper found in the forest almost anywhere particularly
in the South of the country. It has the shape of a
one-baht coin but thicker and bigger. The full - grown
seed 1s used for the game or in default of it, a round
piece of wood of about two centimetres thick and 2
diameter of 8-9 centimetres can be substituted.

Conventionally, a ““Saba” ground needs to be at
least two and a half metres wide and 12 /2 metres long.
The ground must be made as even and hard as possible to
ensure accuracy.

The game calls for two opposing sides of players
arranged 1n pairs, one women and the other men. The
number of players is unlimited but both sides must be
numerically equal. Each player has a ‘“Saba” and
which side is to play first is subject to the agreement
between them. When a side is in play every player on
the other side is required to place his or her *Saba”
in front in a straight row not too close or too far from
each other. The first players are to stand away from
that straight line of their opponents’ sabas. FEach first
player must try to place his or her “Saba” as close as
possible to the opponent’s to facilitate ““shooting” that
will follow.  Great care must be taken that his or her
saba does not go too far away. If so, or if he or she
hits another opponent’s that is not his individual
opponent’s saba, all the players on that side must go
out. It will then be their turn to be on the defensive
by placing their sabas in front in a straight row for the
other side to attack. ~And when their own turn comes
round again, they will begin from where they left off
in the previous round.

There are altogether 14 shooting positions from
which the saba is shot ranging from placing the saba on
the throat, the chest, the back of the foot to putting it
on the ground. From where the saba falls, the player
will further shoot it along the ground at the opponent’s
saba. The side which can finish these 14 shooting
positions first will be pronounced the winner.
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A loser also has to perform
a dance when asked.
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Now please answer my questions honestly.

The most popular shooting position seen anywhere
is to put the saba on the back of the foot and then
hop over half of the field before kicking it off trying to
hit the opponent’s saba with it.

The real fun of the saba game starts up when the
shooting misses the target. If the shooter 1s a woman,
she has got to sit in front of her opponent in a polite
squat with which both legs folded backwards on top
of the other. That offers the opponent ample opportunity
to ask her any kinds of question including those concerning
her heart affairs. When fully satisfied with her answers,
he will then give her back the saba and let her start
again. When her turn comes, the girl will naturally
take her revenge. And this will go on and on with no
one taking heed of the passage of time.

At present, the saba game can be seen at Phra
Pradaeng, a an Amphoe in Changwat Samut Prakan
during the Songkran festival in April every year.
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[n the saba ring no one keeps
track of time.
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Prince Vajiralongkorn at Various Functions
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H.R.H. the Prince on arrival back from England,
July 15.
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"l ‘ _ On July 15, His Royal Highness Prince Vajiralongkorn
E 2 - "L : RN T returned home from England, where he is attending school, to
| spend his summer vacation here. During his sojourn in Thailand,
His Royal Highness has accompanied his Royal Father on
various state functions and also participated in several Royal
engagements. To all the Thai who hold the Royal family in
deep veneration and affection, His Royal Highness’ presence i1s
most welcome.
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3 at Cha -am district, changwat Phetchaburai.

Presenting food
to 16 monks on the
occasion of his 15th
birthday anniversary
on July 28 at Chitra-

lada Villa.
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Accompanying his Royal Father to Erawan Camp, Lop Buri
province to witness paratroops demonstrations. His Royal Highness
on the occasion was presented with a paratrooper’s wing by the
Army Commander - in - Chief.



o (ot - d o/ <\ é G @/
A viahvignaansanas o MaEMIuG WIZTNAAA  wealulemaiuorainya
| 3 o/ = Q/ ! 9y =1 =~ 9 Qs o/
D e NINGINY 1m1uvm’)mﬂuﬂouum”lﬂmummmz‘ummumwazLﬂ'\@fiﬁﬂﬂﬂ3~au11aﬂ1i

mz1Jmmﬁ§’muﬂ§1nﬂi uazmaﬁuﬁnpﬁ:;swqﬂa o IANITZAT IAUANAAIT 1

Presenting food to monks on the occasion of Asalaha Puja day, July 21 at
Dusit Palace. Later in the afternoon, H.R.H. the Prince accompanied H.M.
the King to the Temple of the Emerald Buddha to worship and make merits.
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Laying the foundation stone of the new giant dam named Vajiralongkorn

after him at Tamuang district. changwat Kanchanaburi on July 30. The loyal

subjects turned up in force to welcome His Majesty the King and H.R.H. the
Prince.
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Spending a weekend at Pattaya, Their Majesties with their two | :
elder Royal Children are seen at leisure on the beach. His Majesty ” | =
and His Royal Highness also participated in a regatta.
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Winners of TOT Photographic Competition
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As part of the programme for ** International Tourist Year 19677,
the Tourist Organization of Thailand, with the collaboration of orga-
nizations. societies as well as private individuals, organized a grand
photographic competition at the TOT showroom, Sri Ayudhya Road.

The contest met with enthusiastic response from resident
leading photographers, professional and amateur, both Thai and foreign.
A total of 606 photographs, 118 colour and 488 black - and - white,
was submitted. It took the judges two days, July 7 and 8, to make
their final decision. Apart from cash awards, winners were presented
with return plane tickets to the neighbouring countries. Appearing

in this page are black - and - white photographs which were judged
the best of the category.

Foreign Minister Thanat Khoman, TOT chairman, opened the
exhibition of the winning photographs at TOT Showroom on July 14.
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First prize
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Second prize : ‘“ Peaceful Conversation™ by Chang Chee.

“The Nun” by C.S. Wong
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Third prize : “ Against the Storm” by Tan Ban Chong.
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Best black-apd-white photographs of tourist scene:
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First prize : *“The Temple of the Emerald Buddha at

Dawn ” by Kamthorn Chuetirarak.
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Second prize : * The Floating Market ” by Chang Chee.

\J

o A 4 . W = 4 v 13
0N © MNFD “UNAMIT® 100 HUR (eFA
Third prize : ** Worship™ by Meang Seng sae Lim.
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Best photographs of
tourist scene (colour):
First prize : * Ritual >’
by Sukpol Suriya, and
second prize : “ Nail
Dance™ by Sumit
Angkasuwansiri.
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Best artistic photographs:
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First prize : “Fantasy” by Meang Seng sae Lim.
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Third prize : ** The Way of Dhamma *
by Sukpol Suriya.
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Second prize:
“Serenity” by
Chawana Cha-

mornmar.
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Best photogranhs with human subject:
V¥ 510N - nmnro “ Getting Acquainted ™ la 9.9. M3
First prize : “ Getting Acquainted” by E.E. Carey.
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Second prize : ““ Friend in Need ”’ by Montri Vajrakhun.

2

S1NaN & NN

A 4 *
¥o “ Wheel Makers

pr
1oy 919

Third prize :
“Wheel Makers "’ by
Chang Chee.
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MUUNINTANT INTIU offerings to 36 monks headed by His Holiness the Supreme Patriarch.

[~ o o o ¢ (=
o NINIINY AUAINIZITVYUUAITAINAY 1T

o/ y @ 4 ! N
Whanwuaasiuaonhnanran@enmanansusou
< < ! N o/ <
N &b o NIMAN MG 1onIFuuns Tugiuzam
4 ' N o < 9
ngnaman@aumaNAnsu@as  mwane Uszmu
- 4 <4 19 o - G A
mssyanidodaaun iy leriungniae

e e

i e
P

July 1, H.R.H. the Princess Mother was present at the
National Stadium to preside over the 56th anniversary of the
National Scout Day. The Prime Minister, in his capacity as the
President of the Scout Movement, greeted Her Royal Highness on
arrival. The presiding personality then awarded the scout medal
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Their Majesties the King and Queen received in audience
Mr. Morisaburo Seki, Japanese Ambassador, and his wife who
called to pay respects on the occasion of his assumption of the

post here.
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German Ambassador Hans Ulrich von Schweinitz and his

wife took leave of the Royal Couple at the relinquishment of
his post here at Chitralada Villa, July 12.
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August 3 saw Their Majesties receive Prime Minister Field Later on the same day, Her Majesty the Queen, in her
Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn who presented Dr. Hastings capacity as President of the Thai Red Cross Society, received in
Kamuzu Banda, President of the RCpUbllC of Malavi. The audience Mom Kobkaew Abhakorn Na Ayudhya who presented
President on the occasion presented the Royal Couple with a to Her Majesty the Racing Committee of the Royal Sports Club
souvenir. who made a donation to the Red Cross.
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