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Abstract
Title : The study of family’s acceptance and care for persons with HIV/AIDS in
Tawatburi District, Roi — Et Province.

Key words : acceptance, care, HIV, AIDS, Family care.

This qualitative research aimed to study family’s acceptance and care for persons with
HIV/AIDS in Tawatburi District, Roi-Et province. Information included; primary care givers, other
family members who live with a person with HIV/AIDS, and a person with HIV/AIDS, of twenty
families. Data were collected using in-depth interview and participant observation. Content analysis
was conducted concurrently with data collection.

The study revealed that the mother of the person with HIV/AIDS, were mostly regarded as
primary care giver. They were three components of acceptance towards HIV infection and persons
with AIDS, which included; persons with HIV/AIDS who live with the family, care behaviors, and the
quality of care. The quality of care was categorized into unconditional and conditional acceptance.
The context of family acceptance involved two aspects, family characteristic and other factors.

There were four characteristic of the family which were; family structre , persons with HIV/AIDS and
caregiver relationship, family relationship and a person with HIV/AIDS function in living with family,
behaviors of the person with HIV/AIDS and their employer. Other factors included; beliefs towards
communicable diseases and stages of the illness. Family relationship and behavior of the persons
with HIV/AIDS were distinguishing criteria for unconditional and conditional acceptance. In the family
living with the person with HIV/AIDS, there were primary caregiver and other caregiver, who provide
care for the patient in time of need. Two pattern of care revealed in this study were; physical care
including; food, water, house, body clothes, medical-caring search, toilet and discharge care, and
psychosocial care through; touching, soothing, paying more attention and giving care closely. The
pattern of unconditional care include; caregiver paying more attention in giving care to the patient,
utilizing resource and money for proper care, strong commitment of the caregiver showing to provide
care concerning health impacts on the patient, and encouraging the patient to pursue self care
activities. The pattern of conditional care included; decision making for care without concern made
for any health impact on the patient, care being given upon request made by the patient and that the
family care giver were unable to avoid such situations.

Result indicated from this study could be applied to encourage family members in providing
effective care to the person with HIV/AIDS living in the family. While health personnal, either who
work in the community settings or the hospital, could implement such finding into actual health
information and health projects to strengthen potential of care among this group of patients and their

immediate family, effectively.
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