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Let's Activate Our English

d1siu qﬂiﬂqﬁ M.A. (Oxon)
-
MOUN 3

Rung and Lara meet again.
Swadi Kha, Rung. Tg that right..e....Swadi ?

a1 1
That & guite right. Bwadi Khrub. 1 hope you re happy with vour work here in

Thailand.

Very happy, thank vou, simply hecause I'm doing what I have always wanted to do,
And llmt‘H teaching English. I hope ;'.'uu’rﬁ happy with yours tou.
Well, 1 ﬂii.ll‘t BaY I1m not. Only I woulld be rﬁumh happier if I had a betier command
of your mother tongue so T would Le #till more efficient in my work.
Yu_u must use Knglish a lot then.
Yes. Lara, yuite a lot. I have to do a great deal of correspondence work in English.
And T can see vou have to speak the language when you meet people from abroad,
like me, for instance.
Exactly | That’n why I}m go grateful to you for your help.
l'.‘lcmlt me.ntiun your gratitude. The pleasure is mine. Now, are you ready for more
eysrydsy expressions that you should learn ? |
Dl}; Lara; Yuu‘re really an angel. t!m always ready to learn.
All right. Lat,u carry on from where we left last time.........Here are some more of
thoaa-e:pmuinnn that you should be familiar with :

v T talk over una*s head......is to talk beyond one's understanding......Did

you know it ¥
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Im afraid T didn t. But T do now.

In that case, prove it. See if you ean put it in a complete gentence,

O.K., Lara. Here we are. Some people {alk over our heads, but you certainly don t.

y
Good | And you certainly pay atlention to what you re learning.

1 i
NoW..oees to keep one g head.....is to keep calm. For example: You should keep
i

calm in all eireumstanees,

1 ] ¥
weennt0 Bet ome 8 face against ...l the equivalent of to oppuse . So you may

L n

EAY, ‘E-I oppose evil,
wanto take the worde out of {mels mouth is like to say exactly what anothens
person wag going to aayldlt may happen thut.”

L"E'lmu- friend said just what you were going to l-“-a.jn” In other words, he said the
words you were about to say before you had the chance io open your mouth and say
them.

BBy the way, Rung, do you know the expression ‘hy worl of mmlth!?

Well, I‘ve come across it a few times and, if I1m not mistaken, it means umtIg_
duean‘t it ?
Ha..ue1s ha oo vight Loaanow Ilve got & marvellous idea, 1 give the expressions and

then you build sentences uﬂi_ng them, all right? Itii—I be mueh more interesting this
WAy, }'UL:II Fee,

Whatever you sayy Lara.

To he on the tip of nneiﬂ tongue.

The word on the tip of my témgua.

Excellent | But wait a minute, How dol k;:mw you know the meaning of the expression

you use ?
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e
Easy ! 111 just have to give the meaning in another sentence. Take the last one for

example, To show that I do know it# meaning, 1 would have to give another sentence

e

3
which would be something like I was going to say the word,

1 ¥
Full mark T m willing to give for that. And now, lets carry on. If you get this

b "
gentence, the mill employs many hande.

4 1 L] T ik
Well, the woril hands in this contex means workers. The mill provides work

¥
for many workers.

i LR ]
What sbout He lives cloge at hamd ?

2 L1 13
That 8 simple. It means He lives quite near.

11 Ty
Suppose T were to say Lend me a hand with my luggage, please !

I would be delighted to help, Lara, because you would be asking me to help carry

vour luggage,

¥
L: Now some more difficult ones. Huve you come across expressions such as these: one g

&

¥
fingers itch to begin something, one & fingers are all thumbs, to welcome someone
1
with open arms, to have one foot in the grave, to keep somebody at arm s length, to
¢ive someone the eold shoulder ?
Ouly some of what you mentioned, Lara. So you might as well give the meaning of
each., Please.......
k] b
All right. Let s hegin with the first one, If somebody suys My fingers iteh to hegin
1" bR ¥
the project. That person mesns  He longs 1o do or hegin the project.  But if a
] 1
person 8 fingers are said to be all thumbs. That # not very complimentary. He must
: 11
he very elumsy. The next one ie rather straight forward. To welcome with open

L]

arms means to give a warm welcome, You may say, for instance, that some group

] ¥
of people welcomed you with open arme. To have one foot in the grave f{s an
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expregsion for ‘tu be near :l-.mth!. You and I......we certainly ean nnt he said to have
] ¥
one faot in the grave. Now suppose there 8 gomeone T don t want you to be familiar
with, I might advise you to keep hilm at arm1=-| length ...,
R: Thank you very much, Lara let me do the last one. If someone gives us the cold
shoulder; that person avoids our company. Right?
L. Right. Helping you with you Kngligh is fun. You really want to learn. Youn always
pay attention. You make an effort. But much commendable ptill, vou seem to enjoy
making efforts (o iimprove your Fnglish, Oh! Fow T wish all my pupils were like this.

¥
R: "hanks for saying #uch niee things about me, Lara, By the way, I mustn t take up
any more of your valuable time to-day., You may want to go shopping or do your
own work,
a 1 . .
R: That reminds me. I ve got to go to Rajprasong. Bye bye for now, Ruug. See you,

R: Hye bye, Luara, and thanks,

E mueon
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