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SILPAKORN THEATRE

LAKON NOK
a new version
prepared by the Gine _Arts Department
of the romance of
SUWANNAHONGS

Episode of The Restoration of The Horse
On Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays

One performance on Fridays at 8 p.m.

Three on Saturdays and Sundays at 10 a.m., 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.

Prices of Admission 30, 25, 20, 15 and 8 Balht
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LAKON NOK
A NEW VERSION
prepared by the Fine Arts @epartment
of the romance of
SUWANNAHONGS
EPISODE OF THE RESTORATION OF THE HORSE

| DEPARTURE FROM MATTANG
SCENE: A GARDEN PAVILION IN MATTANG

Il LOSS OF THE MOUNT

PART 1. A NIGHT IN THE WOODS
SCENE: A PAVILION IN THE WOODS

PART 2. A FIGHT FOR THE HORSE
SCENE : AT MATTANG,

Il SEPARATION
SCENE : ON THE BANK OF THE SINDHUMAS

IV BACK HOME
SCENE : IN THE ROYAL PALACE OF AIYARATNA

V  RESTORATION OF THE HORSE BY KUMPOND

PART 1. PURSUIT
SCENE : ON THE BANK OF THE SINDHUMAS AT ANOTHER SPOT

PART 2. RESTORATION OF THE HORSE
SCENE: A GARDEN PAVILION IN AIYARATNA

First performance at Silpakorn Theatre, on Friday, March 6, 1959.




CLASSICAL SIAMESE THEATRE

or

SIAMESE CHOREOGRAPHY EXPLAINED
by

DHANIT YUPHO
Ghe Journal of the Siam Society [ JSS]1 ( January, 1952) :—

Mr. Yupho's versatility is now again displayed in a volume under the
above title. A graduate of the ecclesiastical doctorate of Siam, he has brought
his knowledge of Oriental Classics to play upon the knowledge he has later
gained from directing the Bureau of Entertainments in the Department of
Fine Arts with its School of Classic Dancing and thus produced a scholarly
brochure dealing with the technique of the Classic Dance and of folk dances.
No one interested in this aspect of Siamese Art can fail to profit from his
collection of explanatory notes of all classic and popular dances as well as
excerpts from the big khon or lakorn pieces such as the Ramakien, Inao or
Phra Lo. Each such note is illustrated with figures displaying the respective
movements. In most cases each note gives the history of the dance

described. — D. N.

On Sale at the Booking Office
of
THE SILPAKORN THEATRE
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LAKON NOK

A NEW VERSION

prepared by the Gine _Arts @epartmen’t

of the romance of
SUWANNAHONGS
EPISODE OF THE RESTORATION OF THE HORSE

The story prior to what is being performed:

In 1951 the Fine Arts Department staged an earlier episode of the romance,
which was named “Phram Lek and Phram To volunteer to bring Suwannahongs
back to life” and often shortened to just the episode of “ Phram Lek and Phram
To”. This episode, presented no less than 70 times, covered the love of Suwan-
nahongs for the Princess Kessuriyong of Mattang, his falling into a trap laid to
frustrate him by the Princess’ maids and his consequent death. Kessuriyong then
disguised herself as a Brahmin (male) and in company with Kumpond, also
similarly disguised, came to Aiyaratna where the dead body of Suwannahongs lay
in state. Together they restored him to life. Suwannahongs suspected the Brahmin
to be his wife in disguise. There was however some suspicion of her complicity
in the laying of the trap. Naturally resenting this she effected an escape from
him, leaving a missive revealing her identity.

The story runs further by describing Suwannahongs’ discovery of the
letter left at his bedside, his pursuit and discovery of her in Mattang, his conflict
with the King thereof who was her adopted father, whose death in the conflict left
vacant the throne of Mattang which he filled and lived in happiness thereafter.

Our present performance takes the story from this point, as follows:

ACT I DEPARTURE FROM MATTANG
Scene: A garden pavilion in Mattang

We find the young couple sitting on the pavilion in the garden of the

alace of Mattang, where Suwannahongs tells Kessuriyong that he would like to

go back to his native state to visit his parents. Kessuriyong insists on her accom-

panying him and Kumjond is left to be regent of the Kingdom. Having thus left

their rule in good hands they leave the palace on their all-knowing horse through
the air.
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ACT II LOSS OF THE MOUNT
Part 1 A night in the woods
Scene: A pavilion in the woods

Part 1 opens on the air-flight of the couple being continued till they alight
at a pavilion in the woods, where they take rest, leaving the horse on guard outside.
In due time there appears the owner of the pavilion who happens to be a demon-
king named Viruli-megh (Rain-cloud) on one of his regular rounds in quest of
flesh-food. Seeing the horse and the couple asleep his appetite whets for demons
are man-eaters. He is challenged by the faithful mount, whom he eventually got
the better of by holding his mane and jumping on to his back. The horse unable
to do anything better flies into the air and brings his rider to Mattang.

Part 2 A fight for the horse
Scene: At Mattang

Part 2 At Mattang the horse calls out for help from above. The regent,
Kumpond, happens to be seated within the palace precincts in council with the
chief ministers of state, sees his master’s favourite mount in distress, takes his
mace and flying into the air engages the demon-king in a mortal combat with the
result that he kills the demon. Enquiring the horse of the fate of their master
and mistress they decide to set out the next day since by this time night was
already falling.

ACT III SEPARATION
Scene: On the bank of the Sindhumas

The Prince and his beloved consort in search of the horse arrive on the
bank of the Sindhumas$, the “Golden River”. They set out to go back to the
Prince’s native town of Aiyaratna, as soon as they are convinced that the horse
cannot be found. Here by the bank of the river a female ogress who is sitting
by the river spots the young couple: and, falling in love with the Prince at
first sight, hears them say that they would like to find some means of crossing
the river. Disguising herself as an old woman paddling a boat she comes near
and offers them a lift which they accept. In the middle of the stream, however,
a storm arises through her magical power. As the Prince is paddling in front
she pushes the Princess into the river without him seeing. She now assumes the
form of Kessuriyong and lands with him on the other side, from where they walk
on together without Suwannahongs detecting the foul fraud. The real Kessunyong,
in the meantime, is taken care of by mermaids who take her to their home in the
bed of the river below.
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ACT IV BACK HOME
Scene: In the royal palace of Aiyaratna

Back home the parents of Suwannahongs, the King and Queen of
Aiyaratna are thinking and talking of their son who went in pursuit of the
Brahmin suspected to be his wife in disguise since they have had no news of him
at all. A maid comes in at this juncture to announce the arrival back home of
Suwannahongs and his consort which the parents hear with great pleasure. The
Princess, however, is excited by her surroundings which she does not seem to be
familiar with to such an extent that the parents are somewhat puzzled and the
Queen suspects that it cannot be the same lady of noble birth that her daughter
in law had been. Her questionings of Suwannahongs almost evoke in him similar
suspicion but his great devotion for her makes him attribute her strange attitude
to the hardship of travel which she has been through. He suggests magical cures
which the father seems to concur with but the mother still suspects though
undecided what to suggest. At any rate they give permission for the couple to
retire and rest after such a fatiguing journey.

ACT V. RESTORATION OF THE HORSE BY KUMPOND

Part 1 Pursuit
Scene: On the bank of the Sindhumas at another point

We now turn back to the bank of the “Golden River’’, where the real
Kessuriyong sits with the leader of the mermaids, Jalikarn, who calls upon her
following to dance by way of entertaining their guest. Kumpond with the horse
now reaches the spot and, approaching the mermaids in order to enquire after
their master and mistress, notices Kessuriyong without the Prince and fears for the
worst. They ask Kessuriyong and are told of what had happened. They decide
to follow in pursuit and suggest that the Princess go with them. Kessuriyong
now bids farewell to the mermaids. Jalikarn gives her a golden vase as a souvenir.
She mounts the horse and flies into space.

Part 2 Restoration of the horse
Scene: A garden pavilion in Aiyaratna

Part 2 brings us to the garden in the palace of Aiyaratna, where Suwan.
nahongs is passing his time in dalliance with the disguised ogress. The entry of
Kumpond whom she does not know but is instinctively aware of his nature
frightens her. Kumpond detects at once her real nature and begins to give news
to Suwannahongs of his beloved Kessuriyong. The surprised Prince points out
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his Kessufiyong to him and induces her to greet Kumpond who he points out is
but an old friend. Her discomfiture convinces Kumpond to such an extent that
he makes his suspicion known to Suwannahongs. The latter is indignant at his
suspicion and says that if she is not Kessuriyong he is to produce the real one
there and then. Kumpond now calls in the horse whom Suwannahongs recognises.
Kessuriyong—the real one—is now ushered in. Suwannahongs is stunned by the
two claimants to the title of his consort. Kumpond and the horse therefore
commence a series of implied threats and action calculated to unsettle the ogress’
presence of mind till she eventually gives vent to anger and unconsciously reverts
to her real nature of an ogress. Suwannahongs is highly indignant at her vile
ruse and orders Kumpond and the horse to take her to the river and execute her
there. Suwannahongs and Kessuriyong then leave the garden to return to the
royal residence.

Photographing in the Theatre is forbidden
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The Preliminary Course of Training
in Thai Theatrical Art

By

EDﬁanii Cyupza

On Sale At

Silpakorn Theatre Price 19 Ticals
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