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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to compare
the unit cost of the main Public Care units with that of
the sub Primary Care Units in Nakhon Ratchasima
Province.

The sample group for the study comprised 96
public care units. These public care units represented
one main primary care unit and two sub primary care
unit from each district in Nakhon Ratchasima Province.
Stratification sampling technique was used for the

selecting the target groups from 350 sites of population.
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The instrument used for collecting the data
were the questionnaires adapted by the researcher from
the manual for the unit cost analysis of Sub district
Health Care Costing developed by Virote Tangchareonsatien
and Yarnwautti Rungkitkamwattana the researchers of
the classification of the primary care units into 15
subunits according to its responsibility. The contents of
the questionnaires were approved by 5 specialists. The
validity of the questionnaires was tested against three
similar public care units.

The statistics used for the analysis of the data
were percentage, minimum and maximum means,
standard deviation and t-test.

Results of the study

1. The average unit cost of the main primary
care unit was 1,869,841.50 baht while that of the sub
primary care unit was 1,480,915.33 baht. As the costs
were analyzed according to the ratio of the amount of
the expenditure spent from the largest to the smallest
consecutively. The ratio of the cost analysis was shown
as followed: labor cost: material cost: depreciation cost.
The ratio of the costs of the main primary care unit was
shown as followed 57.55: 26.61: 15.84. On the other
hand, the ratio of the cost analysis of the sub primary
care unit was shown as followed: 61.62: 25.26: 13.12.
As all costs of primary care expenditure for each costs
of primary care expenditure for each activity was
considered, it was found that the medical and nursing
cost were the highest of all. The amount of cost was

considered to be one third of all the costs in primary



care service. The cost for consumer protection was
considered to be the lowest.

2. When the unit cost of main primary care
unit was compared with that of the sub primary care
unit using t-test, it was found that there was a
statistically Sig.nificant difference at the level of 0.01
which coincided with the hypothesis. When the unit costs
of the main primary care unit and that of the sub
primary care were compared, it was found that there
was a Sig.nificant difference at the level of 0.05 in terms
of the labor cost, the material cost and the decreased
value cost. However, it was found that there was no
Sig.nificant difference in terms of the average means of
the primary care service between the main primary care
unit and the sub primary care un.

3. The ratio of the circulation of the capital of
main primary care units and the sub primary care units
had the value of more than 2. This means that the main
primary care units and the sub primary care units got
more capital than debt. When the ration of the fast
capital was analyzed, it was found that some primary
care units had the value less than 1, which means that
these primary care units had reserved much more
materials than necessary. When the debt was paid, the
primary care unit might not have enough budgets to
spend
Key words : district health promotion hospital; unit
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