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SIAMESE ORDERS.

.
@

$

There are 9 orders properly speaking, namely :—

1. The Most lllustrious Order of the Royal House of
Chakri—(in one class only ). Founded 21st. April 1882.
Given to members of the Royal Family of Siam, who are
ordinary Knights; whilst rulers of Foreign Countries
and members of the Royal Families of Foreign Countries
are made Honorary Knights, ( with the exception of the
President of the French Republic, no commoner has ever
~been made Knight of the above Order ).

2. The Ancient and Auspicious Order of the Nine
Gems.—(in one class only). Founded in 1851. Only
those of the Buddhist Religion can bhecome Knights of
this Order.

3. The Most lilustrious Order of Chula Chom Klao
Founded 16th. November 1873. This Order is in two
divisions ; one for Knights and the other for Ladies.

The Knight’s division consists of 3 ¢lasses, each class
being sub-divided into two grades, so that theve ave in

all 6 grades. The following are the classes (or grades):—
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First Class (Special Grand Cordon): Badge and
Chain, Star, Sash, and a special badge to be worn on
the breast.

First Class (Knight Grand Cross): Same insignia

as above, with the exception of the special badge.

Second Class ( Knight Grand Commander ): Badge

and ribbon, worn round the neck and Star.

Second Class (Knight Commander): Badge and
ribbon worn round- the neck.

Third Class ( Grand Companion ): Badge and ribbon

with rosette, worn on the left breast.

Third Class (Companion): The same badge and ribbon
without the rosette.

Every grade, with the exception of the last, is given
for meritorious service to the Sovereign. The Second
grade of the Third Class is, however, reserved for the
heirs of Knights of the First and Second Classes; the
heirs of Knights of the First Class are made Companions
during the life-time of their fathers but heirs of the
Knights of the Second Class are only made Companions
on the death of their fathers.

The Ladies’ division of the Orvder is divided into 4

classes but the Second Class is sub-divided into 2 grades.



There is also a certain number of Foreign Knights
and Dames but they are not very numerous.

4. The Ratna Varabhorn (Order of Merit)—(in one
class only). Founded 1st. August 1911. The insignia
consists of a badge and ribbon worn round the neck.
(No Foreign Members).

5. The Honourable Order of Rama—(in 4 classes
with two kinds of Medalsy. Founded 22nd. July 1918.
Given for Military and Naval services to the State. The
classes ere:—

1. Senéllga])at,i (Knight Grand Commander): Badge,
Sash and star ; sash worn across the right shoulder.

9. Maha Yodhin ( Knight Commander ) : Badge and
ribbon worp round the neck with Star worn on the right

breast.

3. Yodhin (Commander ): Badge and ribbon worn
round the neck.

4. Asvin (Companion ): Badge and ribbon worn on
the left breast.

(Medals: Vide chapter on Medals ).

6. The Most Exalted Order of the White Elephant—

(in 8 classes, | extra and 7 ordinary classes). Founded

in 18361. Given for meritorious service. The classes are :—
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Highest Class (Grand Cordon ): Badge and «Chain,
Sash and Star.

First Class ( Knight Grand Cross ): Badge, Sash and
Star.

Second Class (Knight Commander): Badge and

ribbon worn round the neck, and Star.

Third Class (Commander): Badge and ribbon worn
round the neck.

Fourth Class (Companion): Badge and ribbon with
rosette worn on the left breast.

Fifth Class (Member ): The same as 4th. but with-
out the rosette.

Sixth Class : Gold Medal and ribbon, worn on the
left breast.

Seventh Class: Silver Medal and ribbor, worn on the
left breast.

There is a large number of Foreign Honorary
Members of this Order.

1. The Most Noble Order of the Crown of Siam.—(in
8 classes, 1 extra and 7 ordinary classes). Founded in

December 1869. The arrangement of classes and insignia,

are similar to those of the Order of the White Elephant.



There is a large number of Foreign Honorary Members
of this Order.

8. The Vallabhdbhorn Order.—(in one class only ).
Founded 22nd. March 1919. The insignia consists of a
badge and ribbon worn on the 1eft breast.

9. The Vajira Mald Order—( for personal service to
the King). Founded 28th. May 1911. In one class only.
The insignia consists of a badge and ribbon worn on the

left breast. No Foreign Members.




Grder of the Precedence
for Knights of the different Orders.
—— P ———

1. Khnight of the Most' Tllustrious Order of the Royal
House of Chakri.

2. Knight of the Ancient and Auspicious Order
of the Nine Gems.

3. Knight Grand Cordon (Special Class) of the
Most Illustrious Order of Chula Chom Klao.

4. The Ratna Varabhorn Order of Merit.

5. Knight Grand Cross ( First Class) of The Most
Illustrious Order of Chula Chom Klao.

6. ¢ Senéngapati ? (Knight Grand Commander ) of
the Honourable Order of Rama.

7. Knight Grand Cordon ( Special Class) of The
Most Exalted Ovder of the White Elephant.

8. Knight Grand Cordon of The Most Noble Ovder
of The Crown of Siam,

9. Knight Grand Cross ( First Class ) of The Most
Exalted Order of the White Elephant.

10. Knight Grand Cross (First Class ) of The Most
Noble Order of the Crown of Siam.
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11. Knight Grand Commander (Second Class,
higher grade) of The Most Illustrious Order of Chula
Chom Klao.

12. ¢ Maha Yodhin” ( Knight Commander ) ot The
Honourable Order of Rama.

13. Knight Commander { Second Class ) of The Most
Exalted Order of the White Elephant.

14 Knight Commander ( Second Class ) of The Most
Noble Order of the Crown ot Siam.

15.  Knight Commander (Second Class, lower grade)
of The most Ilustrious Order of Chula Chom Klao.

16, * Yodhin” ( Commander ) of The Honourable of
Rama.

17, The Vallabhabhorn Order.

18, Grand Companion (Third Class, higher grade)
of The Most 1lustrious Order of Chula Chom Klao.

19. ¢ Asvin 7 (Companion) of The Honourable
Order of Rama.

20, Commander { Third Class) 6t The Most Exalted
Order of the White Elephant.

21.  Commander (Third Class) of The Most Noble
Order of the Crown of Siam.

22, Companion (Third Class, lower grade ) of The
Most Ilustrious Order of Chula Chom Klao.
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23. Companion { Fourth Class) of The Most Exalt-
ed Order of the White Elephant.

24. Companion (Fourth Class) of The Most Noble
Order of the Crown of Siam.

25. Junior Companion of The Most 1llustrious Order
of Chula Chom Klao. (obsolete).

26. Fourth Class of The Most Illustrious Order of
Chula Chom Klao. ( l.adies.) ’

27. Member (Fifth Class) of The Most Exalted
Order of the White Elephant.

28. Member (Fifth Class) of The Most Noble Order
of the Crown of Siam.

29. Member of the Vajira Mala Order.

30. Member of ¢ The Rama Medal for gallantry
in action ” of the Honourable Order of Rama.

31. Member of “The Rama Medal” without clasp
of the Honourable Order of Rama.

32, The Gold Medal (Sixth Class) of The White
Elephant.

33.  The Gold Medal (Sixth Class) of The Crown of
Siam.

34. TheSilver Medal (Seventh Class) of The White
Elephant.

35. TheSilver Medal (Seventh Class ) of the Crown
of Siam,

I
Ead aa




9

SIAMESE MEDALS.

~ ke

There are in Siam 3 categories of medals, none of
which in any way affect the order of precedence either
in the ranks of the Nobility or the various Orders of
Knighthood.

With the exception of the Royal Cypher Medals,
which are divided into classes, Siamese Medals confer
equal distinction upon wearers. In the following list,
therefore, medals will be grouped into categories the
names in each category being arranged in the order of
the medal’s institution.

L. The Royal Cypher Meduls.

These are medals conferred by the so?ereign as signs(
of Royal Favour in general. They are all worn on the
breast with ribbon, the distinction in each class being
only in the details of the badge, Wilic]l are as follows :—

L. The Royal Cypher Medals of King Mongkut.

Instituted by His Late Majesty King Chulalonkorn
on the 100th. anniversary of the late King Mongkut’s
Natal Day, 1904, and conferred upon Princes and Officials
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who have served King Mongkut, or who were Knights
of the Nine Gerns. Since its institution, comparatively
few have been conferred and there have been no new
recipients for some time past. The ribbon is yellow, with
parrow stripes of red and gieen on the edge. The badge
copsists of King Mongkut’s Cypher in a round wreath,
and 5 classes are differentiated as follows:—

1st. class: All in diamonds.

9nd. class: Royal Cypher in red enamel, with wreath
in diamonds.

3rd. clags: Royal Cypher in enamel, wreath in gold.

4th. class: Allin gold.

5th. class: All in Silver.

2. The Royal Cypher Medals of King Chulalonkorn.

Instituted by His Late Majesty King Chulalonkorn
in 1901. No more arc being conferred by the present
Sovereign except on such Officials or others who should
have received the medals during the last reign, but were
: prevented by circumstances from receiving them. The
ribbon is of one white siripe bhetween two red stripes,
each of equal width. The badge consists of King Chula-
lonkorn’s Cypber surrounded by anoval wreath. There
are five classes, the badges being differentiated in a

similar manner to No. 1.
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3. The Royal Cypher Medal of the Present Reign.

Instituted in 1910. The ribbon is vellow, with nar-
row black stripes near the edges. The badge consists of
His Majesty’s Cypher surrounded by an oval wreath.
There are 5 classes, and the badges are differentiated as
follows :—

1st. class: All in diamonds.

2nd. class: Royal Cypher in black enamel, wreath

in diamonds.

3rd. class: Royal Cypher in black enamel, wreath

inred enamel.

4th. class: Royal Cypher in gold, wreath in ved

enamel.

ath. class : Royal Cypher in silver, wreath in gold.

LI Medals for Special Services. ete.

1. *The Rama Medal, " instituted 22nd. July 1918
made of silver, oval in shape, having on the obverse the
picture of Rama vanquishing King Kartavirya and on
the reverse ‘the Royal Cypher “RR™ with the figure “6”
between  the letters and surmounted by the Royal
Grown. TIts ribbon is black with a narrow red stripe on
either edge.

“The Rama Medal for Gallantry in action” is of

the same description in every particular as the *“ Rama
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Medal ” but having a clasp symbolical of the " Vajra
( Thunderbolt ) attached to the ribbon to distinguish it.

2 The Dushdi Mald.—(medal of Royal Apprecia-
tion). Instituted by His Late Majesty King Chulalon-
korn in May 1882. The medal, which may be of gold
or silver, contains King Chulalonkorn’s profile. Its
ribbon is red and white for military members and rose

and white for civil members.  There are five clasps, viz.

(). Personal Service.
(b). Arts and Sciences.
(¢ ). State Service.
(). Charity.

(e). Conspicuous Bravery.

( The * Personal Service ™ clasp will no longer be
conferred by His Present Majesty, who instituted the
Vajira Mala Order to talke its place ).

iy

3. The Chakra Malad Medal,—for long Services, in
either of His Majesty’s forces, (15 years), Instituted in
September 1873.

4. The Chakrabarti Mala Medal.—for long service
in His Majesty's Civil Services, (25 years). Instituted
in March 1896.
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Bath the above were instituted by His Late Majesty
King Chulalonkorn, but the latter has been modified and
reinstituted by His Present Majesty.  According to the
statutes, those who have already reccived the Ch‘akra
Mala ( Military ) medal are not eligible for the
Chakrabarti Mala (Civil) medal, and vice versa.
Foreigners are noteligible as members, except under very

special circumstances.

5. The Pushpa Mala Medal—for Painting and
Photography. [Instituted by His Late Majesty King
Chulalonkorn in September 1873.

6. The Rajaruchi Medal,—for Household Service.
Instituted by His Present Majesty to be conferred upon
the members of His Household, and Officers and Warrant
Officers of H. M’s Guard Regiments and also to be con-
ferred upon the members of the Royal Household pages,
ete., in the Household of Foreign Royalty, etc.

The medal, which is of either' gold or silver, bears
His Majesty’s profile, and its ribbon is Royal blue.

(It may also be noted, that there is also a medal of
the same name belonging to the last reign instituted in
1897. It bears the profile of H. M. King Chulalonkorn
and is worn with a red ribbon.)
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7. The Rajaniyom ( Royal Commendation ) Medal, —
for Life-saving. Instituted by His Present Majesty on
the 29th. September 1912. The medal, which is of silver,
bears the I_{ing’s profile. The ribbon is yellow and black
halved.

| 1IT. Comn.zemorative Medals.

1. Centenary Medal,—instituted in 1881, to com-.
memorate the centenary of the Royal City of Bangkok.

2. The Haw Campaign Medal —instituted in 1884.
To reward those who took part in the puunitive expedition
against the “ Haw ” ( Southern Chinese ) bandits.

3. The Silver Jubilee Medal,—instituted in October
1893. To commemorate the 25th. anniversary of the
reign of H. M. King Chulalonkorn.

4.  The Prabias Malad Medal,—instituted in 1897, to
commemorate the first Journey to Kurope undertaken
by H. M. King Chulalonkorn.

5. The Queen's Medal,—instituted in 187, tocom-
memorate the regency of Her Majesty Queen Saowabha
during H. M. King Chulalonkorn’s visit to Europe.

6. The Dvidhabhisek Medal,—instituted in Octobeg,
1903, to commemorate the year when the length of H.M.
King Chulalonkorn’s reign was double that of His
August Parent.
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7. The * Record Reign '’ Medal,—instituted in
November 1907, to ecommemorate the year when the
length of H. M. King Chulalonkorn’s reign exceeded
that of all His predecessors.

8. The *“ Forty Years Reign '’ Medal,—instituted in
1908, to commemorate the occasion when the reign of
H. M. King Chulalonkorn reached exactly forty years,

9. The Coronation Medal —instituted in 1911, of
His present Majesty.

10. The War Medal of B. E. 2461,—specially in-
stituted for those who have served in the Great War in
Europe.
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