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Breathes there the man, with soul so dead,
Who never to himself hath said,

This is my own, my native land!

Whose heart hath ne’er within him burn’d,
As home his footsteps he hath turn'd,
From wandering on a foreign strand!

O Caledonia! stern and wild,

Meet nurse for a poetic child!

Land of brown heath and shaggy wood,

Land of the mountain and the flood,

Land of my sires! what mortal hand

Can e’er untie the filial band,

That knits me to thy rugged strand! etc., etc.
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INTRODUCTION

The planning of the present handbook on the saga of the Ramakien follows
the suggestion of the proprietor of Bangkok Dolls who made the request some
considerable time ago. It follows the fuller works on a similar topic from my
pen, namely The Ramakien published in Thai asa memento to His late Royal
Highness Prince Rangsit of Jainad in 1952 and also an article in English contri-
buted to the Journal of the Burma Research Society & published in 1962,

A glossary of names of the more prominent characters in the saga has been
added for the convenience of readers since the story is very long,

A note on transcription is also added at the end.

Bangkok, 27 February 1968

ffor

Dhani, Kromamun Bidyalabh.
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The khon, or masked play, is always performed on the subject of the Ramakien.
This is not, as is often stated by scholars and others, a Siamese version of the San-
skrit epic of the Ramayana by Valmiki; but the classical dance drama written by
His Majesty King Rama I and completed in 1798 was on the subject of the identical
hero Rama of Ayodhya in India. The story no doubt had an Indian origin; but has
been handed down through the Srivijaya Kingdom and greatly added to by local
interpolations.

The Siamese Ramakien, though obviously written for performance, is not divided
into acts and scenes as the drama modelled upon the classical Indian or Greek types.
It is one long story without division though accompanied throughout by stage direc-
tions. For the sake of clarity we may treat the long story as composed roughly of
three parts: (1) an introductory part, dealing with the origins of the three races
inhabiting the world of the time adopted for the drama, namely: the human, the
demoniac and the simian, tracing origins mostly from the Hindu heavens as accepted
in Buddhist Literature; (2) a narrative of the story of Rama following in main details
the gist of the world renowned Sanskrit epic of the Ramayana, though probably
fully developed before that epic took its present shape; and (3) another war, not
unknown to Sanskrit literature though not included in the classical epic of the Rama-
yana with an additional episode of the wandering of Rama in the forest to relieve
his mental agony in losing again his beloved Sida, remarkably told with geographical
locales reminiscent of the valleys of the Caopraya and the Mékhon.

Before going on to the main plot which we have arbitrarily partitioned into a
second part, it is but tempting to add that the initial episodes of the preceding section
seem to testify to a knowledge of the Sanskrit Purana. There are of course prose
works in Siamese known as the Narai Sibparn, i.e. the Ten Incarnations of Vishnu,
which might have been the basis of our Ramakien, though here shorn of its sacred
nature.

Considerable divergence of opinion exists as to where the plot begins. The murals
in the galleries of the Chapel Royal of the Emerald Buddha commence with the
discovery in the bowels of the earth of Sida. Versions of our neighbours, such as the
Ramayana of Valmiki, the Javanese Ramayana Kakawin and the Cambodian Ramker,
commence with the reign of Dasaratha, Rama’s father, prior to the birth of his four
sons. The bas-reliefs of Prambanan begin their story with the circumstances leading to
the birth of Rama and his brothers, tracing it back to the invitation of the gods extended
to Vishnu to reincarnate in the world to exterminate the evil race of demons. We have
decided consequently to begin our narration with the birth of the hero and his brothers
as well as that of Sida from Montd, Queen of Lonka. The baby-girl’s horoscope
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indicates disaster for her father and his family of demons. Toakanth has her
thrown into the waters; but she is picked up by Janok, King of Mithild, who had
doffed kingly robes to assume the life of a hermit in the forest. Feeling the impro-
_priety of a hermit celibate living alone with a female even though she is a mere baby,
he buries her in the ground, praying to heaven to take care of her till she grows up
and able to take care of herself. Meanwhile the young sons of Tosaroth of Ayudhya
(Ayodhya) grow up under a training destined for royalty. Rima is then sent with Lak
(Lakshman) to the forests to the rescue of hermits who have been molested by the
demon crow and her inhuman ruffians, whom he succeeds in exterminating. Wan-
dering forth further with their preceptor they come in to Mithila where King Janok
i1s holding a tournament to lift an ancient bow the prize of which is to be the hand of
his daughter, Sida, now restored to her father’s court and grown to be a beautiful
damsel. When all the contestants had failed in the tournament, Lak is sent in by
Rama, and though he is able to lift it he does not consummate the effort, leaving it
to his brother, who of course lifts the bow and wins the hand of the princess.

We are then told about the intrigue of King Tosaroth’s young queen in extracting
the promise of the throne from her ailing husband for her own son Prot (Bharata) to
be coupled with the exile for 14 years of the rightful heir Rama. Rama insists upon
observing his father’s promise to the letter and leaves with his consort Sida and his
favourite brother Lak for the forest. The ailing King, To$aroth, is heartbroken and
dies. The claim of the young queen for the throne on behalf of her son Prot is
rejected by all including Prot himself who is too loyal to his brother to accept the high
honour. He heads a deputation to discover Rama in his exile in the forest to invite
him back to reign in accordance with his right. Rama however refuses to break his
father’s promise and at the insistence of Prot gives the straw sandals he is wearing to
Prot to place on the throne to signify his personal rule.

Rama with his wife and brother Lak go further into the forests and meets with a
series of adventures. First of all they meet a young demon maiden, a sister of King
Tosakanth of Lonka, named Sammanakha (Sirpanakha), wandering about in the
wilds in search of males. She makes love to, both brothers and threatens Sida. Lak
is furious and drives her away after cutting off her nose to defame her looks. She
hurries to report the wrong done her to her brothers, Tit, King of Carik and a brother
of Tosakanth, who goes out indignantly to avenge the dishonour rendered his sister
but is killed in battle. Another brother Khorn meets Rima and is duly killed in battle.
Yet another, Trisian, meets a similar fate.

Sammanakha now goes to Toéakanth and succeeds in pursuading him to try to
abduct Sida from their hermitage. Mari¢, a relative of the King of Lonka, disguising
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himself as a golden deer walks past the hermitage and arouses Sida’s wish to possess
the beautiful golden animal. She begs her husband to go and catch it. Though at
first reluctant to leave her and rather suspecting that deer, Rima cannot resist his
wife’s desire, and, leaving her in charge of his brother Lak follows the deer and
shoots at it in the suspicion of something foul. The demon cries out in Rama’s voice
for help; and Sida sends Lak much against his good sense to rescue Rama. To$a-
kanth now appears in the guise of a hermit; abducts Sida on his flying chariot and
speeds away. Rama returns to meet Lak and both hurrying back to their hermitage
find that Sida has disappeared. To$akanth on his aerial flight meets with the King
of birds, Sadayu, who tries to bar his way but is killed, though not before meeting
Rdma and Lak to whom he relates what happened.

Another incident of their peregrination is the meeting with the monkey Hanuman
who turns out to be Rama’s most valuable officer. The latter is instrumental in effec-
ting an alliance between Rama and Sukrip King of the simian kingdom of Khidkhin,
who places his simian army at the disposal of Rama for the recovery of Sida. This
force is augmented by another simian army of Jompd.

A reconnaissance party led by Hanuman, Jompiipan and Onkod is now des-
patched; and, meeting with the eagle Sadayu’s brother, is taken on the bird’s back to
obtain an aerial view of the enemy terrain. Coming back to the eagle’s nest, Hanuman
Jumps across the ocean to Lonka, and discovers Sida confined to the royal park.
She is desolate and just about fo commit suicide by hanging. Delivering Rama’s
message he offers to take her back; but Sida refuses on the ground that it would seem
improper to be carried about first by a demon (To§akanth) when he abducted her and
then carried back by a monkey. She sends back however a message urging Rama to
hurry up rescuing her from the demons by coming at the head of an army and heroi-
cally vanquishing the enemy. In a wanton mood for revenge Hanumin wrecks the
park. Successive forces are sent to catch him; but do not succeed till the redoubt-
able Indra_]lt champion of the demons, comes out and brings him by force into
King To$akanth’s presence. Every imaginable method is used to kill the monkey
warrior without avail till, in answer to ToSakanth’s enquiry, Hanuman suggests
clogging by fire. This done personally by the Demon-King, Hanuman j jumps about
setting fire to every corner of the palace and escapes. On his return to Rama’s camp
he is rebuked for thus destroying building even though it belongs to the enemy.

Rama now moves his camp to the seashore opposite the enemy’s citadel in Lonka.

Meanwhile in Lonka f’iﬁek, Tosakanth’s brother, urges his brother to be fair
and restore Sida to her husband. He is banished for this advice. Being an astrologer,
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he sees doom threatening the race of demons, an incarnation of Vishnu being already
on earth in the shape of Rama to work out their extermination. In the hope of lighten-
ing the national tragedy he goes straight into the camp of Rdma; and, on being caught,
offers his service on condition that he should not have to inform against his relatives
except when asked by Rama.

Tosakanth now resorts to a ruse by which his niece, Pipek’s daughter Benyakai,
is disguised as Sida floating in the waters as if dead past Rama’s camp in the morning.
Rama, coming down to the seashore, is deceived; but Hanuman, ever clever, suggests
and arranges for a cremation of the dead lady, who of course rises into the air to
escape and is caught by the monkey general. She confesses and after some
punishment is set free.

Rama then orders bridging of the channel of sea. The monkey leaders Hanuman
and Nilapat head the workers but quarrel and come to blows. The latter is sent back
to Khidkhin by way of punishment. Hanuman is in sole charge. Finding that stones
thrown into the sea disappear for no apparent reason he dives below only to find a
queen-fish leading her fishes carry away the stones. She is caught by Hanuman; the
two fall in love; a promise is made by the queen-fish to cease the obstruction. The
queen-fish duly gives birth to a son in the shape of a monkey with a fish-tail, who in
later years becomes one of the leaders of Rama’s brother’s army fighting later demon

enemies. Rama now crosses over the causeway and sets up camp on the island of
Lonka.

In order to be correct in etiquette Rama sends an official envoy, Onkod, into the
citadel of Lonka to offer terms of peace. The mission is a prominent feature in most
versions of the epic and is believed to have served as one of the early dramatic episodes
for the Indian shadow play.

To satisfy his curiosity of the strength of the enemy, To$akanth sets up his gigan-
tic canopy over the citadel on which he and his court go up. Sukrib is sent up to des-
troy this contrivance with the result that To$akanth and his party fall headlong to the
ground, which indignity is highly resented by the demon-king.

The war in Lopka may now be said to commence from this point, and instead
of following the detailed narrative we need only give just a summary of the battles

since the successive demon leaders who take part in the battles provide many artistic
marks.
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I. The campaign of Maiyarab, the Magician, with its fanciful account of obstacles
set up by him down to his citadel in the bowels of the earth. Maiyarab is
finally killed by Hanuman.

2. The campaign of Kumbhakarn, brother of the demon-king, in four episodes;
but is finally killed in battle by Rama.

3. The campaign of Indrajit, son and heir of To§akanth, who values him as the
most redoubtable of his commanders. After causing a lot of trouble he is
killed in the fifth battle.

4. Mankarakanth fighting a delaying battle during Indrajit’s sacrifices loses his
life also in battle.

5. The death of Indrajit brings out Tosakanth to battle without result.

6. Next comes Sahassadeja, a gigantic ally distinguished for his lack of intelli-
gence; followed by demon leaders, namely: the former’s brother Miilaphalam,
Sexj-atlt nephew of To$akanth, Satalun and Trimegh, the latter also a nephew

of To$akanth, all four distinguished for valour, take their turns but are finally
killed. .

The King of Lonka now comes out to battle without any result.

Just before this last battle ToSakanth holds a great sacrifice underground to
attain invulnerability but is foiled in the attempt by three leading simian generals. He
summons therefore an old ally Satthasira and another nephew Viruncamban to his
aid. The former has a short battle and is killed; the latter an expert spearman and a
redoubtable horseman who can disappear at will with his mount gives some trouble

but escapes to the ocean hiding himself in seafoam. He is tracked and killed by Hanu-
man.

Tosakanth now appeals to the Brahman ancestor of the demon world, Malivan,
who comes down to earth to try to effect reconciliation. Holding a trial at which the
King of Lonka is plaintiff and Rama is defendant he gives judgment in favour of the
latter on the strength of the evidence of witnesses; and thus enrages the demon-king
who decides to hold another sacrifice with the object of demolishing heaven where
the denizens have been witnesses in favour of Rama. In order to prevent the planned
gotterdimmerung the god Siva summons Pali, now a deva, to foil the sacrifice for at
the sight of him the valiant Tosakanth recoils quickly.
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As on former occasions of disappointment the King of Lonka gives battle and
this time succeeds in wounding very seriously Prince Lak brother of Rama. He is
however revived af‘ter a difficult search by Hanuman for rare medicaments. Other
relatives—a brother Tapanasura and two sons by an elephant mother—are sent into
battle and lose their lives. Tosakanth is finally killed on the field of battle after Hanu-
man and Opkod have secured his physical heart and crushes it in sight of the owner,
Tosakanth.

Though here we should have reached the chmax, the romance goes considerably
further. On the march back home after crowning Pipek as King of Lonka and the
famous ordeal of fire insisted on by Sida to prove her innocence during her confinement
at the demon court, Rima is caught up by Asakarn, an ally of ToSakanth, who is
killed by Rima. A son of the demon-king, Banlaiyakalp, who has been brought up
in the court of his maternal grandfather the King of the Naga-world, tracks the army
of Rama and is met by Hanuman who succeeds in putting an end to him.

There is yet a considerable amount of material concerning further wars and
Rama’s domestic trouble which we have taken the liberty for convenience’s sake to
designate as the third section of the whole story. The narrative commences with
the rule of Pipek in Lopka, where the learned king, lacking in military experience, faces
a revolution and is only saved by Rama sending Hanumdn to put things in order.
The affair is aggravated by the interference of Cakravat King of the demon state of
Malivan out of his sense of loyalty to his friend, Tosakanth, Deeming it unwise to
leave things as they are even though the revolution has been successfully put down,
Rama carries war into the Malivan territory with his brother Prot in command. The
description of this war is but a parallel of the one in Lonka. In place of Rama and
Lak, we have Prot and Satrud (Bharata and Satrughna) the army of Khidkhin
accompanies the princes but instead of Hanuman as a champion, even though he is in
that army, we have his rival, Nilapat. On the demon side we also have parallels: for
in place of Tosakanth there is King Cakravat with his three sons who take the places
of Kumbhakarn, Indrajit and Mankarakarn. The gigantic Sahassadeja is replaced by
King Vayatal. After details of fighting which is considerable though not as lengthy
as in the case of the war of Lonka Cakravat is killed and the war ended.

We are now told of a court intrigue. In an absence for the day by Rama, a maid
becomes possessed by the spirit of a rakshasi bent on vengeance and implores Sida
to draw a picture of the demon-king of Lopka. As soon as the drawing is finished
Rima returns. Fearing the anger or jealousy of her husband Sida pushes the drawing
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under her lord’s bed. Its magic spell makes Rama restless and unwell. Searching
for the cause of his indisposition Rama discovers the drawing which Sida admits
having drawn for the curiousity of her maid. Jealousy is aroused to such an extent
that Rama orders his brother Lak to deliver a severe penalty by killing his beloved
consort. Lak accompanies his sister-in-law out of town and leaves her in the forest
instead of killing her. Sida eventually takes refuge with the hermits. She eventually
gives birth to a son who is named But. One day she goes out to gather fruits for
daily sustenance leaving her baby in the care of the old hermit but later comes back to
fetch it. The hermit in his meditation does not notice Sida coming back; but later
opens his eyes to find that there is no baby left. Alarmed at having lost his charge
he creates by magic another baby to take its place. On Sida’s return she is delighted
to find another baby, Lob and the two are brought up together as twin brothers. As
the boys grow up they are taught the letters as well as martial prowess as becoming to
royal children. Their archery practices stir up atmospheric commotions to such an
extent that it is heard in the capital of Ayudhya. Rama sends Hanuman to find out
what it is all about by following a royal horse-mount labelled as such with the law
quoted that whoever mount it commits an act of treason. As it wanders into the
forest it comes near the hermitage and the boys catch the horse and ride on it for
pleasure with the remark that we dont care or know what treason is. Hanuman
advances to catch the boys whom he has no means of recognising; is caught and bound
up by the boys. Prince Prot who following with soldiers tries to rescue Hanuman and
is forced to use his bow against the boys eventually succeeding in capturing the elder
of the two, who is brought into town and exposed for punishment in the middle of it.
The young boy finally escapes back to the hermitage. Rama now comes out to catch
the boys and has to use his weapon though without avail. Upon enquiry Rama discovers
that they are his sons. He tries to tell them but they would not believe him and escape
to the inner room of the hermitage. Meeting Sida here Rama apologises for his
treatment of her and tries to pursuade her to return which the princess refuses, though
allows the children to return with their father. Every means for the restitution of
their normal relationship failing Rama sends Hanuman to bring Sida back to a
feigned cremation of himself. On discovering the fake she uses her right of returning
to Mother Earth by a magical submergence into the ground to take refuge with the
King of the Naga-world, who has a separate palace built for her.

The last part of this third section describes how desolate and worried Rama be-
comes that he invites Pipek to Ayudhya to advise him about his trouble. The latter
recommends a year’s exile which Rama carries out. The exile is to be towards “the East
where malignant spirits still abound”. Lak and Hanuman are to go with him and
Prot, Satrud and the two sons remain to take charge of state affairs.
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The exile to the East is accompanied by a few adventures. First a gigantic demon
eagle seizes Rama and his brother from which Hanuman and Sukrib manage to
rescue them. The simian leaders who have by now joined Rama carry on the fighting
till the eagle is killed.

In his wandering in exile Rima with his simian army trespass into the park of
King Unaraj, a demon chief, who at once engages Rama in hostility. He is finally
vanquished and sent flying by force of the hero’s grass-arrow to a cave wherein he is
doomed to remain in punishment for some 100,000,000,000 years, stuck to the ground
by the grass arrow.

Having concluded his term of one year’s exile Rama returns to his capital. Siva
in heaven learns now how desolate Rama is owing to the refusal of Sida to be recon-
ciled; summons both parties and effects a reconciliation.

There remains yet another expedition to be carried out. The King of the demi-
celestial ‘kondhan’ (gandharva), represented in Thai art as demoniac people, tours
the forest and comes to molest hermits who have come out for solitude and medita-
tion; and advances to the city of Kaiyakes, the King of which is related to the House
of Ayudhya. The latter appeals to Rama for help. Rama sends a combined army of
his own men of Ayudhya and an army from the simian state of Khidkhin under the
command of Prot, Satrud and his own sons. The aged monkey general, Jampiivaraj
1s delegated as envoy to warn the enemy. This being ignored hostilities commence
with the result that the two sons of Rama kill the gandharva king and his son. The
four princes then enter Kaiyakes and later go out to seek the aged monarch of that
state, the maternal grandfather of Prot and restore him to his throne. The princes
return to report to Rama who in turn sends his two brothers, Prot and Satrud back to
Kaiyakes to assist the old king. Here all ends happily.



GLOSSARY

Owing to the numerous characters appearing in the saga of the Ramakien, it is
thought advisable to give here a brief glossary of them under racial divisions together
with their complexion and headdresses by which one can mostly distinguish one
character from another. The Sanskrit names of Valmiki’s Ramayana are given in
brackets.

For the Sake of brevity the following abbreviations have been adopted in the
following glossary:

comp. for complexion
HD. head-dress
Sk. Sanskrit of Valmiki

Human:
Rulers of Ayudhya (Sk. Ayodhya)
Anomatan, founder of the dynasty, complexion natural, Headdress royal crown.
Ajabal, his son & successor, comp. natural; HD. royal crown.
Tos$aroth (Dasaratha), his son & successor, comp. natural; HD. royal crown.
Rama, his son & successor, ‘comp. green or natural; HD. royal crown.
Prot, his brother (Bharata), comp. red or natural; HD. royal crown.
Lak, their brother (Lakshman), comp. golden; HD. royal crown.
Satrud, their brother (Satrughna), comp. purple or natural; HD. royal crown.
But, Rama’s elder son (Kusa), comp. green or natural; HD. infantile coronet.
Lob, Rama’s son (Lava), comp. green or natural; HD. infantile coronet.
Sumantan, minister of Ayudhya (Sumantra), comp. natural; HD. coronet.
Kukhan, forester (Guha), comp. tawny; no headdress.

Simians:

Pali (Balin), former King of Khidkhin (Kishkindha), comp. green; HD. royal
crown.

Sukrib (Sugriva), his successor and leader of the simian forces; incarnatjon of the
sun, comp. red; HD. royal crown.

Onkod (Angada), heir of Khidkhin, comp. green; with a goat’s mouth. HD.
gourd crown.

Wt



Jampivardj, an old monkey general, comp. dark red; HD. crown.

Jompﬁpa"in, (Jambavan), but is a monkey not a bear, & an incarnation of Siva,
comp. pink; HD. royal crown.

Jompii, King of, also a monkey here, comp. blue; HD. royal crown.

Nilanol, incarnation of Agni, comp. light red; HD. coronet.

Nilapat, incarnation of Kala, god of death, comp. black; HD. coronet.

Nilardj, incarnation of Samudra, god of the sea, comp. sea green; HD. coronet.

Hanuman, champion of Rama’s army, whose implied parentage is attributed to
no less a god than Siva, with Pra Pai (Vayu) acting in loco parentis, comp.
white; HD. coronet.

had two sons
by the Queen Fish, Macchanu, comp. white; HD. coronet; and by

Benyakai, daughter of l')if)ek, Asuraphad, comp. white; HD. coronet.
Demons, or giants.
A. of Lopka.
Lastian, the righteous, comp. white; HD. feathered gourd crown.
his sons - :
Kuperan, (Kuvera), ruler of Kalacakra, comp. light purple; HD. flame crown.
Tappanasiira, ruler of Cakraval, comp. dark red; HD. triple plaited crown.

Tosakanth (Ravana), King of Lonka, succeeding Lastian, comp. green or
golden; HD. royal crown with three tiers of visages.

(his offsprings given below separately)

Kumbhakarn, (Kumbhakarna), comp. green or golden; HD. coronet.

Pipek, (Vibhishana), comp. green; HD. gourd crown.

his daughter Benyakai, comp. natural; HD. crown.

Khorn, (Khara), ruler of Romkal, comp. green; HD. plaited crown.
his sons:-

Mapkarakarn, (Makaraksh), comp. green; HD. serpent crown.
Seén-atit, ‘the sun’s rays’, comp. red; HD. flame crown.

Tit, (Dishana), ruler of Carik, comp. dark purple; HD. flame crown.
his son:-
Wiruncambary, comp. blue black; HD. feather crown.
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TRANSCRIPTION

The transcription of Siamese into Roman characters has been a problem which
remains unsolved to this day. It should be realised that the Siamese alphabet, though
derived from an Indic origin, which is philologically speaking the most scientific of
all alphabets in the World, does not express every sound in Siamese. It nevertheless
expresses more sounds than any other alphabet such as the Roman. The choice,
therefore, of our ancestors of the Indic alphabet is justified from the point of view of
philological science. When it comes however to writing Siamese names in a western
language the difficulty arises. Our language is 2 monosyllabic one with a tonal system.
Several systems of transcribing Siamese in Roman characters have been tried but none
gives complete satisfaction. An extreme case of a phonetic transcription is that of the
Lao system, in which the inventor, probably a foreigner, does not care how the national
language is written. His late Majesty King Rama VI suggested a system in which
transcribed words could be identified with the original Siamese but it was found to be
too unphonetic to be recognised by a foreigner ignorant of the language of the original.
In the system experimented here certain modifications have been adopted to indicate
the phonetic side. The tonal system is ignored altogether.

The vowels follow the Italian sounds with certain specific dipthongs which are
not found in Italian : thus
- L3 - — < ” - e 4 - q ~
IR R 0 TR G R TR 181 VRGOSR TR S (T R
' i o . . < - ‘
6 o0; o lo; oe 1po; Oey lou; au (1p1; ua 97; e, ia 1DU; ia 9.

The consonants are more difficult to transcribe. Their classification was based
upon the Sanskrit alphabet of Panini; but we use it with reservations owing to the
nature of our language, thus-
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. Thai |Sk. hard | Sk. hard | Sk. soft | Sk. soft semi- ,

. flats | tenues |aspirates| mediac | aspirates nasals | yowels | spirants
— |
Gutturals! kn kh v g f gh % N3 | hwus l
Palatals | ¢y | ¢ha | jv | jho [ g | yo S fl

\

Cerebrals | d g t g thy | dm | dhw [ no £t S o

Dentals d s tn th o tn dh 5 nu ] o s

|
| G
Labials b1 i py |phufd|pwph| bha | mu [wv 2

NOTE. The cerebrals of the Sanskrit are pronounced in Siamese as if they were dentals. (excep-
ting of course the R)
The Sanskrit aspirates (II1 & V) are unaspirated but pitched on a high tone.
The cerebral, dental and labial soft mediae have the sounds of the English D T, and P
respectively and are marked T and I”; the unaccented T and P are pronounced as in
French.
The soft aspirates (IV) are pronounced unaspirated.
All spirants are pronounced as dentals, i.e. a simple S.
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The study of the development of nature-worship in human
culture provides striking parallels between far-flung cultural centres.
We know, for instance, of old Teutonic mythology in the West
centered on the Lord of the Heavens in the person of Wotan
or Wodan; we are familiar too with the Greek system of mythology
in which presided Jupiter surrounded in both cases by minor deities
of fire, water, and the elements such as thunder, whom ancient man
felt it imperative to placate for the sake of his well-being. We
know also of the ancient gods and goddesses of Aryan Iran and
India, so eloquently portrayed to us in the ancient classics such as
the Rigveda. In the West these nature gods and goddesses were
swept away by Christianity. In India, since the Buddha seemed to
have started as a Hindu reformer, the gods were not subjected to
such a drastic fate; but, becoming illogical in the Buddhist system of
reasoning, they were relegated to a less important status, even de-
prived of their immortality, suffered as it were to remain mere
artistic embellishments in architecture, in literature and in the arts.

By the time Indian culture reached our shores the high
position of the deities became further modified. Rama, a divine
reincarnation of Vishnu, was still the hero—a glorious one indeed of
the greatest epic of literature. The nature gods survived in per-
sonified forms of Manimekhala and Ramastira who carried on their
seasonal chase year in and year out.

To make my point clearer let us examine the narrative of the
epic Ramakien'. Three episodes deal with the allegories of the
monsoon indicating the change of status of the deities.

The first episode (pp. 96-100) is a scene among the clouds at
springtime. Celestial denizens of the heavens gather to hold high
festival in honour of the season of joy by dancing, singing and music.
Among the throng is Manimekhala, guardian of the seas, who holds
in her hand a gem which flashes the lightning, Another celestial,
described as a demon, yaksh, comes also to the festival. This is
Ramasura, wielder of the axe which causes the roll of the thunder,

similarly as the Teutonic Donner. He is regarded by fellow celes-

1 The Ramakien, first-reign version, 1797, original Siamese text.
Teachers Association edition, in 4 vols,, 1951. 2976 pages. Review in
English JSS.XLI.
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tials with fear and disdain. Puffed up with the sense of his own
prowess and the effectivity of his axe, he goes about quarrelling
with all and often gives vent to his rapacity. Noticing on this
occasion the blinding flashes of the gem in Manimekhala’s hand he
tries to take possession of it by force without avail. Tantalised by
the mocking enticements of the lady he makes up for his failure to
snatch the object of his rapacity by wielding his fearful axe at her.
At this point appears another celestial, Orajun (Arjuna), who,
emerging from between the clouds, comes up unexpectedly between
Manimekhala and her pursuer. Ramasiira at once takes offence
and engages Orajun in fight with the result that he catches hold
of the latter’s feet and hurls him to death against the mountain
top of the “barrier of the world”. Thus we have the allegory
of the thunder roll preceded by the lightning which causes death:
and havoc.

The second episode (pp. 421-430) though not written as an al-
legory of the monsoon, yet carries on another exploit of the demon
Ramasura with a rather interesting exchange of words between the
combatants. The narrative commences with the return home of
Prince Rama who had won the tournament of lifting the ancient
bow of Siva, thereby being awarded the hand of Sida (Sita) by
Janok, King of Mithila, who had brought the lady up as his
daughter. On this journey Rama is leading the van of his father’s
army. Ramasira bars his way. He is described here as a “dweller
of the lower heavens, fierce and powerful like unto heaven’s fire,
whose name is dreaded everywhere, whose disposition is base
and jealous, aggressive to all and generally avoided by all”. Rama-
sura has his axe hinged to the waist with bow in hand. As he
wanders round the forests and streams enjoying the exuberance of
nature he becomes aware of the presence of men; horses and
chariots, the noise of which rumbles like thunder. He comes
then upon 'the vanguard of the Ayudhya army. Posting himself
astride the way, he shouts out “Hear, ye of diminutive sizes, who is
your leader, whence have ye come and what is the object of your
wandering in the forest?”” Seeing the gigantic demon thus chal-
lenging them, men of the vanguard of Rama’s army gasp in sur-
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prise and fear. The bolder among them answers: “Our commander
is King Tosaroth of Ayudhya, who is returning home after cele-
brating the nuptials of his son, Rama, who by lifting the bow of
Siva won the hand of the Princess of Mithila. Art thou so ignorant
as to have to ask this? Art thou not afraid of Prince Rama's
prowess? Thou wilt surely be reduced to dust by this insolence.”
Grinding his teeth in anger the demon says: “Your leader, Rama,
said to be so mighty, will today lose his life for fate is overtaking
him”. So saying, he raises his bow, and, bold as a lion-king, runs
forward striking right and left, scattering the soldiers of Ayudhya.
Coming up in front of Rama’s chariot, he shouts: “In bringing a
woman across my path and usurping upon thyself the name of
Rama thou wilt have to pay for the insolence with death and the
woman will be mine”. Rama answers: “Is it thou then who art
going to take from me my wife, thou impudent wretch. I am the
Narayana who have come down to earth as Rama to rid it of evil
demons. Who art thou that dost not know that this insolence is
going to cause thee death”. Ramasira clapping his hands with
irritation says: “I am Ramastira the mighty god who can shake the
world. A mortal as thou art canst never be a god’s incarnation as
thou hast boasted. A firefly like thee canst never rival the sun.
Boast not of thy prowess for even the mighty Orajun succumbed to
these mighty hands of mine. Thou seemst now destined to die”. So
saying the demon wields his axe; a storm arises blurring the figure
of the demon from view; and fearful peals of thunder rend the sky.
Thereupon Rama shoots his bow Palacandra which clears up the
mist, revealing the demon. The latter takes up his bow and shoots
arrows at Rama but they turn into a discus which encircles him as if
paying respect. Rama. then shoots the bow Agnivat which pierces
and destroys the demon’s discus. Ramastira now hurls his axe and
torrents of rain pour down over the battlefield. He now rushes
towards Rama’s chariot and takes hold of the standard pole thereof.
Rama jumps down and thrashes the demon with his bow. Feeling
great pain the demon suddenly sees the four-armed Vishnu in the
person of Rama; and, realizing his mistake in defying the godhead,
begs for forgiveness; With a smile Rama accepts his apology and
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admonishes him to refrain from aggressiveness in future. The
demon shows his gratitude by presenting his victor with an old
bow which Siva gave to his ancestor Trimegh. Rama throws the
bow into the heavens with a request to Pirun (Varuna) to keep it
till it is wanted.

The third episode (pp. 2567-2571) occurs towards the end of
the story. The recurrence of the theme of rain and thunder and the
mention of the season of the monsoon makes it clear that the
allegory is given prominence. Book 89 of the standard Ramakien
of the first reign (1797) relates that the campaign against the
demon state of Maliwan coincides with the south-west monsoon.
Some doubt being expressed at headquarters of the Ayudhya army
regarding an immediate return owing to the condition of the
weather, Prince Prot, the commander, decides in the affirmative.
As the army wends its way homewards a violent storm breaks out.
Rain falls in torrents and havoc is wrought to the parched country-
side; whilst overhead in the skies Manimekhala darts about play-
fully with her dazzling gem at which Parot, another celestial demon,
gives chase to get possession. Ramasiira too, bent on a similar quest,
hurls his axe again at the lady causing rumbles of thunder. The
story goes on to say that Prince Prot, a good shot like his brother
Rama whom he deputi-ses for on this campaign, shoots an arrow
upwards to “scatter rain” and thereat the gods Valahok, Parot,
Ramasura and Manimekhala take to flight.

Those who are familiar with features of a tropical monsoon
will recognize the allegory of nature above described. The south-
west monsoon heralds the season of the rains when it finds a
countryside parched with heat. It is invariably accompanied by an
electric storm of lightning followed by thunder. In our narrative
this order of the natural phenomena is kept, thus: parched country-
side, Manimekhala with her lightning, and the demon Rimasira
with his rolls of thunder.

Each of the above three episodes has a distinctive feature. In
the first episode we have three principal characters. Ramasira is
no doubt the Puranic Brahman Para$u Rama, sworn enemy of the
princely caste. In classical Sanskrit literature he was the victor of
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the monarchical champion Karttikeyya whom he vanquished. The
latter appears in our story here as Orajun. The Brahman is de-
scribed as a yaksh. The late King Rama VI of Siam identified
this name with the classical Sanskrit term Rama nyaksha, Rama the
Lowly, though the narrative having come so far from its original
home paints him somewhat differently. Whoever it was that repro-
duced the story in its Siamese garb did not seem aware of the
significance of the term nyaksha and turned it into yaksha which
was more than familiar. That Para§u Rama was counted as one of
the incarnations of Vishnu escaped the attention of the Siamese
poets. The second character is that of the lady Manimekhala often
shortened for convenience into just Mekhala. The lady is a goddess
of the seas in the Jataka®. She has nothing to do with a nobler
character in Tamil literature® who is a pious lady. The third
character is Orajun, who appears earlier in the story as the
vanquisher of Tosakanth. His feats of arms are told in the
Uttarakandha of the Ramayana where as King Karttikeyya of
Mahishmati he fought, bound and then pardoned the villain of
Langka. The identification is supported by the dialogue of defiance
in which he boasts of his victory over the “ten-necked, twenty-
armed Tosakanth.”

The second episode has a dialogue of defiance reminding us of
Valmiki’s Ramayana in its portrayal of the enmity between Rama
and Parasu Rama. It has counterparts in many Sanskrit dramas
which drew their inspiration from the classic work of Valmiki®*.
Reference to the phenomena of nature is less detailed than in the
first or the third episodes.

There is hardly any comment needed of the third episode ex-
cept that it introduces more characters into the narrative. Parot

2 Samkha-]Jataka, no 442, and Maha-Janaka Jataka, no 539 of the
Siamese series of the Nipata Jataka.

88S. K. Aiyankar: Manimekhala. London 1927.

4 cf Keith: Sanskrit Drama, Oxford 1924, where references to Parasii
Rima are thus given: Mahaviracarit, act 1V, pp. 189, 194; Anargha
Raghava act 1V p. 228; Balaramayana act IV p. 233; Prasanna Raghava
act IV p. 245; Hanumannataka act I p. 271; also Adhyatmaramayana tr.
L.B. Nath p. 21 and Raghuvaméa Engl. version canto XI, pp. 130-4.
Calcutta 1901.
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performs the aggressive acts of Ramasiira of the first episode. It
would seem that they are identical. Siamese poets were not very
accurate in their knowledge of Hindu mythology. The stage has
followed suit in this case by differentiating the two characters
in their portrayal. Parot wears a mask of purple complexion while
Ramasira is green. Their crowns are also different.

I would like to suggest that this is none other than the Vedic
Parjanya, whom the late Professor A. A. Macdonnell described in
his Vedic Mythology (p. 83) thus:

“The shedding of rain is his most prominent characteristic. He

flies around with his watery car and draws downwards the

watery skin. Like a charioteer urging on his horse, he displays
his rainy messengers; when he sheds rain water, the roar of the
lion resounds from afar: with thunder he comes shedding rain

water as our divine (asura) father. He is besought for rain
and is implored to withhold rain after shedding it.”*

Similar themes have not been detected in the versions of
adjacent countries. Perhaps this is but a detail which has been
overlooked by scholars, though, according to Dr. Sylvain Lévi®
the murals of the Chapel Royal of the Crystal Buddha in Pnompenh
include this episode. The narrative, however, as told by the Pro-
fessor, does not suggest to us a story older than that of the Standard
Siamese Ramakien of 1797. This is understandable, for the Royal
Palace itself was built in a way as to lead us to believe that it was
planned and inspired by the Grand Palace at Bangkok. The story of
Rama in the gallery of Ankor Wat at Siemreap is, however, much
older and nearer the original Indian version. The story as told by
Professor Levi is so Thai as to adopt the illiterate Thai pronun-
ciation of names like Orajun as Worajun.

Scf. also Sathien Koses and Nagapradip: Mekhalda and Ramasiira
in Thai which notes that the myth was known and mentioned in the 14th
century Tebhimikatha of Litai, King of Sukhodaya Sajjanataya.

¢ Indian Historical Quarterly, Vol. VII, no 1. 1931.
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