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Prapatsorn Panichkul, Miss Thai-
land 1966 photographed in the course
of her tour to Japan.
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MISS THAILAND AND HER MISSION
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It is a pity that Miss Thailand 1966, Prapatsorn Panich-
kul is under age for the ss Universe Contest.

It is a matter for national pride that two Misses Thailand
have for two consecutive years been successful in the contest:
one Apasra Hongsakula as Miss Universe of 1964 and the
other Chiranand Swetanand as the first runner-up in the Miss
Universe contest of 1965

< 1
v o X o y o 4 N ]
AvamsusEnmsuy Insaeusimanuiulaan  aoana
On arrival at Kaitak airport, Hong Kong, Prapatsorn
received a warm welcome by the Manager of the Thai Interna-

tional Airline in Hong Kong
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Paying a courtesy call on the Governor of Hong Kong
and delivering to him a goodwill message from the Mayor of
Bangkok.
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Prapatsorn then posed for a photograph with Miss

Hong Kong and the Manager of the Thai International
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Paying a visit to a
hospital for children and an
orphanage where Prapatsorn
made a gift of fruit.
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At a television interview in Tokyo, Japan.
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An occasion for the new Miss Thailand to spread Thai culture and to acquaint the TV audience with the

beauty and accomplishments of Thai womanhood.
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Prapatsorn is only 17, but her measurements of 36-
224-35 and her height of 164 centimetres and particularly
her unsophisticated and innocent charm have won the
admiration, affection and sympathy of all. She has been
aptly dubbed a Cinderella since, as she said, her win was
most unexpected and she had really no one but herself
to take care of her all through the contest.

But her selection is approved by all and she is
proudly presented at various functions. Recently she flew
with a group of Thai mannequins for a fashion show in
Hong Kong, Japan and Taiwan, sponsored by Thai
International. With her unassuming simplicity, her native
loveliness, Prapatsorn has captivated the hearts of all
wherever she appeared and she can be counted upon to
reap more laurels before the year is out.
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AT AGRICULTURE FAIR
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Under the sponsorship of Kasetsart University, an annual agricultural fair
took place on the University grounds at Bangkhen from January31 to February 5, 1967.
February 4 and 5 saw the holding of the morning market that attracted a great
many visitors. The fair was featured by a variety of stalls, demonstrations of agricul-
tural machines and devices, contests of farm produce, livestock and orchids.

As the fair covered a vast area, the University arranged for fair-goers to visit
various spots by trucks and vehicles used for agricultural purpose. Besides serving
as a rally for agriculturists from all over the country, the fair attracted great crowds

from Bangkok and the nearby provinces
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In the fair precinct
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The fair attracted the young and old alike. Those who did not want
Is could go right into the Universty market

to buy products from the stal
The right picture shows the so-called

garden to pick out what they wanted.
iron buffalo, a tractor invented by a Thai agricultural expert
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An exhibit of farm prod , home- made
animal traps and skeletons of livestock
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Touring the Ancient City of King Narai
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Lopburi, or the ancient capital of King Narai the

Great is located about 133 kilometres to the north of
Bangkok by rail and 155 kilometres by car on the Pahol-
yothin highway.

The northern section of the province is a stretch of
highland reaching well into the west but the other parts
are lowlands annually flooded for three months from
October to December. The important waterway of the
province is the Lopburi river which branches off from
the Chao Phya at Bang Putsa, Singburi.

Divided into five districts, the population of Lopburi
is about 300,000 engaged in rice farming, fruit and vege-
table cultivation, fishing, lumbering and small trade.

Lopburi had been an important town during the
Dvaravati period (6 th-11th century A.D.). The original
town was probably situated east of the present railway
line. During the construction of the new town of Lopburi
in 1937, a brick stupa bearing the same carvings as those
found at Nakorn Pathom was discovered in front of the
present Lopburi post-office. Many stucco figures of
deities, demons were also unearthed and are now on

display at the National Museum of Lopburi.
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Narai Rajnives Palace.

to rule over Lopburi. After his father’s death, Prince
Ramesuan returned to rule Ayudhya. Later on, however,
he had to abdicate in favour of his uncle, King Borom-
rajathiraj I and go back to resume his governorship of
Lopburi, where he stayed for 38 years and had his palace
built on the same site as the present Narai Rajnives
Palace.

After Sukhothai had been merged into the Ayudhya
kingdom, the town of Lopburi became less important
and no Royal Princes of Ayudhya were sent to rule
over Lopburi. The fortified town was only used as a

stronghold in the Ayudhya line of defence.
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Monkey families have made Phra Karn shrine their
home for centuries. At right is the cast image of King
Narai covered with gold leaves.

Early in the 10th century, the beginning of the
Angkor period, the Khmers founded their capital at the
town of Yasodharapura and rapidly extended their power
to the town of Lavo or Lopburi. As a result, many
monuments in Khmer style were erected in Lopburi such
as the Hindu shrine, the Kala shrine, the main prang
of Wat Phra Sriratana Mahathad and the Triple prang.
Many monuments dating from that period, as well as
Buddha images and Buddhist votive tablets, which have
been classified as Lopburi style, still exist in abundance.

Meanwhile the Thai had already migrated from the
About the
middle of the 18th century, King Sri Intharathit, the
founder of the Sukhothai dynasty fought against the
Khmer and declared the independence of the Thai setting

north and settled down in this country.

up his capital at Sukhothai.

After King U-thong, the founder of another Thai
dynasty had founded Ayudhya as his capital and ascended
the throne in 1350, he sent his son, Prince Ramesuan
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Subsequently in the reign of King Narai the Great
(1656-1688), Thailand in pursuing a flourishing foreign
trade had a quarrel with Dutch merchants. A Dutch
flotilla once came to blockade the Gulf of Thailand.
Realizing that Ayudhya was too near to the sea, King
Narai - ordered French architects to build Lopburi as his
second capital. The architectural style at Lopburi in the
reign of King Narai was, therefore, half Thai and half
western as can be seen from the Royal Palace, the recep-
tion house which is commonly called Wichayen (Con-
stantine Phaulkon)’s House, Wat San Paulo and various
forts.  After the construction at Lopburi had been
completed, King Narai went up to stay there 8 to 9

months every year, spending the rest of the yearat Ayudhya.
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The National Museum of
Lopburi
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The sand-stone Buddha Image in Lopburi style
forms one of the art treasure of the National Museum
of Lopburi.



After the reign of King Phetraja, unfortunately the
Lopburi Palace was abandoned until 1754 when King
Borom Kote went there to trap wild elephants and probably
stayed in King Narai’s palace. Later on the palace was
deserted again until the reign of King Rama IV or King
Mongkut of the present Chakri dynasty (1851-1868). King
Mongkut entertained the same idea as King Narai, viz,
to have a second capital where the King could reside

during the war with a seafaring nation. He therefore

had the town of Lopburi and the old royal palace of

King Narai restored and many new buildings were added.

The royal palace was then named Phra Narai Rajnives

and King Mongkut went to reside there in 1856 and 1862.

Many ancient monuments in the town of Lopburi
have been restored by the Fine Arts Department. To
many visitors, the resemblance of Lopburi to Rome is
striking particularly in one respect. In both cities, ancient
monuments and modern buildings stand side by side.
The Fine Arts Department has also collected art objects
and archaeological finds in Lopburi and housed them
in Narai Rajnives Palace which becomes the National
Museum of Lopburi. Other ancient monuments of the
province are also kept in good repair for the benefit of

the tourists.
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In the compound of the
Palace.
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Top left — Chedis at Wat Phra

na Mahathad

Top right — The guest house for
foreign envoys during
King Narai’s reign

Right — Stucco images at the
base of Stupas at V
Phra Srirata
thad.
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The Triple Prang,
which has become a
symbol of Lopburi,

dominates the lands-

The elephant kraal in
the compound of Narai
Military camp.

One of the residential
buildings in an advan-

ced state of disrepair.
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In the course of their official tour of Thailand, Mr. Abba
Eban, Israel Minister for External Affairs and his wife were
granted Royal audience on March 2.
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His Majesty the King received on February 9, His
Holiness the Supreme Patriarch and party who took leave
of His Majesty prior to their departure for Ceylon at the
Government of Ceylon’s invitation.
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Received by His Majesty the King on February 24
was Navy Commander-in-Chief Admiral Charoen Chalerm-
tiarana, who presented to His Majesty Admiral Peng Chi-
Chung, Navy Commander-in-Chief of the Republic of China
and three other senior officers on the occasion of their visit
to Thailand.
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On February 28 His Majesty the King graciously
conferred decorations upon high-ranking officers of the three
Armed For civil service officials and private individuals
who have rendered services to the Government.
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Mr. John Steinbeck, famous American writer and
winner of the Nobel Prize together with his wife were
granted Royal audience on February 22 on the occasion of
their visit to Thailand to study and observe Asian culture
and living condition.




People from all over the Kingdom flocked to
the annual festival held at the Buddha’s Footprint shrine
during the month of February.

The festival takes place again in March. This
time it is meant for pilgrims from the neighbouring
countries such as Burma, Laos and Ceylon

In the olden days, the pilgrimage meant weeks
of tramping or riding through the jungle. Another
means of transportation was the bullock cart.

Bangkokians had to travel from the capital by
boat and continue the journey either by cart or walking.
At present a motor trip can be made to the shrine
on a newly-built highway and the distance from Bangkok

is only 137 kilometres.
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Merit - making at the
shrine by both Thai and
Chinese Buddhists.
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Buddhist monks also make a pilgrimage there
where they camp under their huge umbrellas which
can be converted into tents. At right can be seen

stalls selling local and forest products.
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These two pictures were taken at the
recent floods in the southern provinces.
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In the course of his fact-finding tour of South-
East Asia in March, Brigadier H.L. Martins, Director
of the Royal Australian Army Corps of Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers visited SEATO Military
Technical Training School in Thailand. He presented
on the occasion a plaque marking Australian
cooperation to Air Vice Marshal Chamras Vinagupta,
Commandant of the school
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I'wo Conservative members of the British
Parliament, Mr. Charles Fletcher Cooke and Mr.
Anthony Royle, are visiting Thailand in the course
of a fact-finding tour of South-East Asia They
are shown e with the Secretary-General of the
South-East Asia Treaty Organization, Lt. Gen
Jesus M. Var at SEATO Headquarters. From
left: Gen as, Mr. Fletcher-Cooke, Mr. Royle
and Mr. W.W. Copeland, Director of the SEATO
Public Information Office
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The board of trustees of the future Asian

Institute of Technology visited prospective sites
for the campus of the institute in the area north
of Bangkok. In photo, Dr. Puey Ungphakorn
chairman of the Board (second from right) and
Professor Aroon Sorathes, assistant Dean of the
SEATO Graduate School of Engineering, are
shown examining a map of the area, while Sir
Stephen Weir, New Zealand Ambassador and a
trustee, and: Dean Milton E. Bender, President
look on

of the Institute
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The Bangkok Christian College team
(two at right) won the latest in a series
of radio quiz programme sponsored by
SEATO. Runner -up was the team from
Thepsirin School
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Their Majestes the King and Queen on January 25 proceeded
to Kampaengpech province where they officiated at the ceremony
of thank-offering dedicated to King Naresuan the Great of
Ayudhya period.

1967 . OIS

o 4 v
UIUNT JUUAT LAZUNIINY-

Y v "o ~d¥ g
mavud Ing s luisuane
Also present at the
function were the Prime
Minister (second from left)

and senior officers.
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PREMIER’S INSPECTION TRIP
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Prime Minister Field Marshal Thanom
Kittikachorn together with Lady Chongkol
Kittikachorn and party made a 10-day in-
spection tour of various provinces in the central,
western and eastern parts of the country.
The party left Bangkok on the morning of
February 14 first for Nakorn Pathom and
then proceeded to provinces in the border
areas. In the course of his inspection tour
the Prime Minister took the opportunity to

visit the inhabitants and inquire into their

well-being.  Also included in his programme
were visits to military camps both of Thai
and foreign troops, inspection of the activities
of the development units and briefing on the
aims of the present Government.

On the way Lady Chongkol Kittikachorn
stopped over to visit schools, orphanages and
charity organizations. She spent a great deal
of time chatting with the inhabitants and
distributing medicine and clothing to children
and people of poor circumstances.

Problems confronted during the Prime
Minister’s trip are to be brought before the

Ministerial council’s meeting
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Ceylon Tour of Thai Supreme Patriarch.
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His Holiness the Supreme Patriarch is seen leaving
Katunayake Airport escorted by Kandyan dancers and Sesath
bearers

At the invitation of the Ceylon Government, His
Holiness the Supreme Patriarch together with four
priests and two laymen paid a 9-day visit to Ceylon
as state guest from February 11.

The visit of the Thai Buddhist Chief primate
has been termed highly successful. The Ceylon
Government honoured him with an enthusiastic
welcome. The capital and towns of Ceylon were gaily
decorated and wherever he went tens of thousands
of pmplc turned up to greet him.

A highlight of the Thai Buddhist
leader’s visit was a trip to Kandy, Ceylon’s
former capital where he took part in a
special exposition of the Sacred Tooth
Relic of the Buddha. Apart from
Colombo, His Holiness also toured other
important cities such as Polonaruwa,
Anuradhapura and Mahindara covering
about 1,000 kilometres.

During his stay in the capital, the
Supreme Patriarch met and held
consultations with Mr. William Gopallawa,
Governor-General of Ceylon, Prime
Minister Dudley Senanayake and leaders
of three Buddhist sects. At the public
receptions organized for His Holiness in
Kandy and Colombo, he stressed the
world-wide co-operation of followers of
all religions to bring about world peace.
<
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At the Gal Vihare (rock-hewn temple) at
Polonaruwa, constructed by King Parakrama
Bahu the Great in 12th century A.D. The statues
at the temple are carved out of stone.
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Worshipping the relics of Sariputta and Mogal-
lana Theras, the two chief disciples of the Lord
Buddha at Maha Bodhi Vihare in Colombo.

Tuly yavsoz lunioaunua
At Asgiriya Temple in Kandy
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A visit to Ambathala Temple at Mihintale. The stupa contains
sacred relics of Arahat Mahinda, son of Emperor Asoka who brought
Buddhism to Ceylon 2,300 years ago.
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Mr. Dudley Senanayake, the Prime Minister of Ceylon is introducing the
visiting Supreme Patriarch to the congregation in Colombo.
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Making a floral offering at the Shrine of the
Tooth, Kandy, where a special exposition of the Sacred
Tooth Relic of the Buddha was held. On the Sangha-
raja’s left in ceremonial robes is the Diyawatana Nilame,

the lay custodian of the Shrine
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Delivering a sermon to women students at the
University of Ceylon, at Peradeniya near Kandy
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Paying homage to the sacred bo tree at Anura-
dhapura (branch of bo tree at Buddha Gaya under which
the Lord Buddha attained Enlightenment) brought to
Ceylon by Sanghamitta Theri, daughter of Emperor
Asoka, 2,300 years ago.

) A
IR WIL TINTIV AT DONIINMIUTUDIN NONAUNIZUAT
» 4 ' . 4 My -
A0 1NIMANNINIITUTAINNUTZNNUDIN NI 1DINVDITUIAY

" 4 a4 ) ve o - v
yirdmnwaoneinaoy asthaam  dduienymsaim  oal)

wommINeMNEATNeA T TUATIINININIANEIUA
BITNAIM

A grand send-off at the Ceylon airport, highlighted
At his left is
: Mr. William Gopallawa, Governor-General of Ceylon
and at rear is Mr. I.M. R.A. Iriyagolle, Ceylon Minister
of Education and Cultural Affairs.

by a performance by Kandyan dancers.
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Mr. Manit
Varin, head of
the Thai Infor-
mation Service
in London poses
with some of the
letters written by
King Rama IV
(widely known
as King Mong-
kut) which he
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auction held in
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Enjoy your tours in THAILAND

with

U.l. TRAVEL SERVICE

(UNITED INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL SERVICE)
100 MANSION 1, RAJDAMNERN AVENUE,
BANGKOK, THAILAND.

P.O. Box 2226, Cable ‘“UISERVICE’ BANGKOK Tel. 22724

BRANCHES OFFICES:

ERAWAN HOTEL Tel. 56910

PENINSULA HOTEL : Tel. 37000

PENINSULA HOTEL

SURIWONGSE ROAD
BANGKOK, THAILAND.

P.O. Box 2226, Cable “PENHO” BANGKOK, Tel. 37000

The most modern and comfortable hotel, swimming
pool, completely air-conditioned rooms with private
bath & shower, coffee shop, bar, restaurant, dining

room “KRUNG THONG” & night club. Situated in

the centre of business and shopping district.
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