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PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT TO LAOS
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Prime Minister, Field Marshal
Thanom Kittikachorn together with
Lady Chongkol and party paid an
afficial visit to the Kingdom of
Laos as guests of the Laotian
Government.  The party left Don
Muang Airport on the morning of
March 28 and arrived in Vientiane
on the same day to start their tour.
A whole-hearted welcome was
extended to Field Marshal Thanom
and his suite wherever they went.
After spending four days in the
country, the Prime Minister and
party flew back to Bangkok on
March 31.
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Top The Premier and party
arrive at Vientiane Air-
port where Prince Sou-
vanna Phouma, the Lao
Premier is waiting to
greet them.

Middle The Premier and his wife
are presented with bou-
quets by Laotian girls.

Bottom  Admiring the beauty of
Chieng Tong Monastery
at Luang Phrabang.
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Royal audience granted to the Thai
Premier by King Swangwatana of Laos and
to Lady Chongkol Kittikachorn by the
Queen at their palace in Luang Phrabang.
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At the propitiatory ceremony held in
honour of the Prime Minister and his party.
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The Laotian Prime Minister hosts a dinner in
honour of the Thai Premier and party at Larn
XChang Hotel and the performance by Laotian ladies
at another reception given by the governor of Laung
Phrabang.
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Amidst a large gathering of distinguished personalities,
the Thai Premier confers upon Prince Souvanna Phouma
the Grand Cordon of the Most Exalted Order of the White
Elephant.
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At the ceremony of signing the Lao-Thai joint commu-

niqué.
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THE FASCINATING SAMUI
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The Island at dawn
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At Lamai headland.
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A six-hour trip by motorlaunch from the southern province of Surasdhani will take one
to Samui island.

The first impression of the island is delightful shadiness owing to its serried rows of
coconut palms and other tall trees. Though the beach does not look attractive as it is cluttered
up with dry coconut husk, the sand is so fine and soft and the water limpid and inviting.

Administratively, Samui is part of Surasdhani stretching over an area of about 247 square
kilometres and consisting of about 64 small islands with a population of over thirty thousands,
the island is renowned for its two million coconut trees which monthly produce from two to
three million fruits. Besides coconuts, Samui also abounds in durian and lansa. There is
some rice-farming on the island as well as mining. One of the main ports of the country,
Samui has about 13-15 cargo ships calling monthly for coconuts.
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Samui is ideal for those who want peace and tranquility away
from all the worries and cares of city life.  There are good roads
winding over miles and miles of shaded rolling country. Samui has
several scenic attractions, one of them is the “Sila Ngu™ or “Stone
Snake” Pagoda, a shrine containing Buddha’s relic.

Apart from the Stone Snake Pagoda, there are also a few
waterfalls, of which the bestknown is the Na Muang fall. It is a
sheer precipice rising to the height of about 30 metres with water
thundering down into a vast basin scattered with rocks. Besides
the clear, cool and refreshing water, there is an additional attraction
in the form of a bewildering variety of ferns and orchids Another
fall which should not be bypassed is the “Hin Lard” a wide stream
with a number of basins.

“Laem Lamai” is another attraction which is a ‘must’ for
every visitor. Its beauty lies in the thousands rocks of all shapes
and sizes worn smooth by the action of water with which the
waterside is strewn.  Here too peace and serenity prevails as it does

everywhere else on this delectable sea-girt haven.
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A German Buddhist monk taking up
residence at Kao Ngu temple.
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Na Muang Waterfall.
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A group of holiday-makers from
Bangkok touring the Island.
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Another view of Lamai headland.
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PARACHUTING IN THE CAUSE OF FRIENDSHIP
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About five years ago, two Army officers-one American and one
Thai, arrived at a provided school at Ban Yang village, Prachinburi
province. The sight of the dilapidated school gave them a desire to

raise funds on a voluntary basis for the improvement of rural education
facilities in Thailand. Their determination later gave rise to the erection
of the “Mitraparb Foundation™ for the purpose.

With the assistance and cooperation of many others, the two
officers organized a committee named *Operations Mitraparb” and
initial fund raising campaign began in July 1961.  The majority of
funds raised were collected at **sky-diving” and parachuting demon-
strations conducted at Korat, Saraburi, Nakorn Srithammaraj, Cha-
chengsao by both Thai and U.S. military personnel. Additional funds
were donated by businessmen and private individuals. Within a month
more than sufficient funds were on hand to build a new school

In September, 1961, as a result of encouragement from other
interested persons, it was decided to carry on *Operations Mitraparb ™

a permanent project, and to register it as the Mitraparb Education

Foundation. Since that time, the organization has continued to raise

funds through parachuting demonstrations, other sports events, and

through an ever-increasing number of donations from individuals and

businessmen of all nationalities.

Since its inception, the Mitraparb Foundation has completed or
raised funds for 35 schools in various provinces. Eleven of these schools
have been dedicated. Apart from Thai and US servicemen, private
citizens including women also participate in these demonstrations which
include several highlights attracting a record crowd. The most
prominent one was that taking place on February 10, 1963 in Bangkok

when American and Thai soccer players made up of volunteer American

sport parachutists and members of the Royal Thai Ranger Battalion
dropped from altitudes of up to 5,000 feet to play soccer. This was
as a matter of fact, the first airborne entrance in the history of the sport.

Also jumping with them were a 17-member band, the umpire and

linesmen.
Another highlight of the day’s exhibition was a People in many areas of Thailand have had
20-second delayed free fall from 5,300 feet by two men. opportunities to witness the daring performances.

The event that day was graced by the presence of Meo tribespeople walked for two days to Mae Hongsorn
. & o @ to witness the show that too! ace last year. a r
Their Majesties the King and Queen and the Royal X L_ - it took place last ,\u.r Rather

than disappoint these people, the sky-diving troupe

Children. . 3 .
contended with unfavorable weather conditions and
These dare-devil demonstrations however, have successfully carried out their jumps as usual.
once brought about a tragic incident. It was the Eight shows are scheduled to be held within this

year in various provinces including Petburi, Prachuab
Kirikan, Sakol Nakorn, Roi-Ed, Sukhothai, Utaradit,
Satul and Pattani. Sky-divers who participate in these

death of an American Army sergeant Floyd A. Ross who
died during a practice parachute jump last year. A

school at Batun village, Yala province was named . Q . .
= P! demonstrations are U.S. and Thai servicemen and

after him in dedication to his self-sacrifice. It was private citizens including women who volunteer their

the eleventh school erected by the Foundation. time and skills.
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Top - Parachuting Demonstrations
at Petburi province.

Middle - The opening ceremony
performed at Tak province.

Bottom - A Mitraparb or friendship
school at Yala province
constructed as the result of
* friendship parachuting”.
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In the course of their recent holidays in Chiengmai,
Their Majesties the King and Queen together with H.R.H.
Princess Ubolrat paid a visit to Maew tribesmen of
Nonghoi village, Maerim district, Chiengmai province.

They inquired about their welfare and also presented them
with clothing and other useful articles.







AFTER SIGHTSEEING

THAILAND

OFFICIAL YEAR BOOK

This is the first major official work
embracing all significant facets of Thailand
and its people. It comprehensively covers
the history, culture, economy, education,
religion, legal system, government, poli-
tics, defence, and many other national
characteristics that uniquely combine to
make Thailand a distinct nation-state as
it is today.

A 700-page book carefully written by
distinguished authers of individual
subjects-matters, for general readers
and scholars alike at the price of
40 baht.

“A timely, well-documented and
concise publication that has never
before appeared in the book-market,
encyclopaedic in content, massive in
volume, and most reasonable in
price.”

Now available at the leading bookstores
and at the following addresses: -

. Technical and Planning Office (Ministry
of National Development)

Public Relations Department.

Board of Investment.

Tourist Organization of Thailand
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Government House Printing Office.
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His Majesty the King
presents prize to Chintana
Sooksathit, winner of this
year’s gold gramophone record
at Amporn Gardens.
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Their Royal Highnesses Princess Sirindhorn and Princess
Ubolratana are seen offering food to priests on the occasion
of their birthday anniversaries respectively on April 2 and 5
at Klai Kangwol Palace, Hua Hin.
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New Zealand Defence Minis-
ter Dean Eyre paid a four-day
visit to Thailand starting from
March 21. The top picture shows
him having a cordial chat with
the Thai Premier and the lower
pictures are visits respectively to
the SEATO-sponsored Vehicle
Rebuild Workshop at Rangsit,
the New Zealand Engineering Team ¢
at Mahasarakam and the Tourist
Organization of Thailand.
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His Majesty the King together
with Her Majesty the Queen paid
a private visit to Thammasat
University where His Majesty
joined the University’s band as
saxophonist as well as pianist.
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At the recent Miss Trade Fair Contest, Ajchara
Paisitkriangkrai was indeed the winner. In the lower
picture she is seen proudly posing with the four
runners-up.
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H.R.H. Princess Mother returned for a sojournin Thailand.
She is greeted on arrival at Donmuang airport by Their
Majesties the King and Queen.
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Thirty-nine student representing
five countries in South-East Asia
received their Master’s Degree
in Engineering on March 24 at
the SEATO Graduate School of
Engineering. Shown here are from left
Yun-Pin Chin from Taiwan, Sukum
Sukapanpotharam from Thailand,
Mow-Woo Lee from Malaysia,
Fausto Ili Ilasin from the Philippines
and S.M. Ataur Rahman from
Pakistan.
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SEATO Secretary-General
Jesus Vargas addressing the March
meeting of the International Women’s
Club at the Grand Hotel. General
Vargas’ subject was *“ The Essentiality -
of SEATO”.
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The Premier is seen conversing
cordially with members of the 4-H
club who called on him at the
Government House recently.

o 4 v 4 N
HWY!ﬂiﬁll\lﬂ?”ﬂ’lmﬁﬂ'ﬁiﬂj“ﬂﬂ A UNVITNAIIINMI
v v 4 v 4 ouvd
WHIAMN 1D & NI llﬂ:’hﬂlilﬂfﬂﬂlnﬂll]u]]ﬁiﬁIU

ad S d v -
Tunﬁﬂ:rmmn}mmnmnmmwﬁm

The Prime Minister hauls a carved gable ornament
to the top of Maneebanpot temple in Tak province
on April 7. On the same day he performed the
foundation-stone laying of Tak town hall.
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Received by the Prime
Minister at the Government
House on February 7 were Mr.
S. Aldewereld, World Bank
Vice-President (seated in the
middle) and Mr. P. Cargill,
Director of Far East Operations
Department.
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Nai Puchong Yuvapurna and Nangsao Dasni Leenawatana, two Thai students in New Zealand are seen conversin
with Mrs. H.W. Tingey, of Palmerston North, at the Society for International Fellowship’s annual garden party anc
reception at Wharerata Homestead, in the grounds of Massey University of the Manawatu, New Zealand.
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I'wo student nurses from Thailand, Srisukon Suwarnkanti (second from left) and Choetip Wichitpan (extreme
right) are learning how to take care of patients at a hospital in Melbourne, Australia.




Air Chief Marshal Dawee Chulla-
sapaya, Deputy Defence Minister and
Military Chief of the Joint Staff, and Lt.
Gen. Kriangsak Chamanand, Deputy
Chief of Staff, Central Security Command
Isecond and first from left) are seen
barticipating in a conference of the Thai-
Malaysian Border Committee held in Kuala
Lumpur in February this year.  Sitting
hext to the Air Chief Marshal are Dato’

r. Ismail, Malaysian Interior Minister
ind Lt. Gen. Dato’ Tunku Osman, Chief
f the Joint Staff. During his short visit
here, Air Chief Marshal Dawee presented

Lt. Col. Mohamad Nasir the third
flass of the Most Noble Order of the
“rown of Thailand conferred by His Majesty
he King.
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Mr. Visit Srinava, Chief of
the New York Office of the Tourist
Organization of Thailand, was a
guest speaker to the audience of 500
travel agents at the meeting of the
New York Chapter of ASTA-Ame-
rican Society of Travel Agents held
at the Astor Hotel, New York City,
on February 17, 1966.
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Vanna Chiaraphan is being made up by an Australian friend before taking part in a Thai
classical dance performance while in the lower picture Malinee Pramualratana is being helped
into her costume prior to a performance at a recent variety concert in Canberra, Australia.
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Two sisters from Thailand, private
students at Chilton St. James School,
Wellington, New Zealand, perform a
Thai classical dance at Victoria Univer-
sity International Club social evening.
Left is Pranee Vatananan, aged 16
years, and Supattra Vatananan, aged 17
years. They have been in New Zealand
six months.
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This photo shows (from left) Mr.
Korn Dabbharangsi and Mr. Douglas D.
Scholten of Aruba, the Netherlands-
Antilles, with the certificate they received
after being named to the 1965 All-New
England Soccer Team. Both men are
students at Clark University, Worcester,
Massachusetts.
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PENINSULA HOTEL

SURIWONGSE ROAD

BANGKOK, THAILAND.
P.O. Box 2226, Cable “PENHO” BANGKOK, Tel. 37000

The most modern and comfortable hotel, swimming
pool, completely air-conditioned rooms with private
bath & shower, coffee shop, bar, restaurant, dining

room “KRUNG THONG” & night club. Situated in

the centre of business and shopping district.

Enjoy your tours in THAILAND

with

U.l. TRAVEL SERVICE

(UNITED INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL SERVICE)
100 MANSION 1, RAIDAMNERN AVENUE,
BANGKOK, THAILAND.

P.O. Box 2226, Cable *“UISERVICE ™ BANGKOK Tel. 22724

BRANCHES OFFICES:
ERAWAN HOTEL : Tel. 56910

PENINSULA HOTEL : Tel. 37000
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