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On February 10, 1969, Thai people from all walks
of life went to the polls as the ““General Election™ took
place on that day throughout the kingdom.  This was
the tenth election since the change-over from absolute
monarchy in 1932 and the first one since the coup d’état
of 1959 staged by the late Prime Minister Field Marshal
Sarisdi Dhanarajata. According to the latest census, the
total number of voters throughout the country was
14,705,577 of which about 609 went to the polls to
elect their representatives to sit in the House.

Despite the fact that these representatives were
elected from the various provinces they do not exclusively
represent the provinces from which they are elected but
also the whole nation. That is to say in their deliberations
and voting they must think beyond the narrow bounds
of parochial interests.

Of the total number of 1,522 candidates from 71
provinces who ran for the 219 seats in the House of
Representatives, the greatest number was 65 from Ubon,
and the second one was 62 from Bangkok. Twelve

political parties sent in their candidates, namely, Saha
Praja Thai (United Thai People Party), Prachathipat
(Democrat Party) Naew Prachathipatai (Democratic Line
Party), Naew Prachachon (People’s Party), Naew Ruam
Sethakorn (Economic Front Party) Summacheep Chuay
Chao Na (Aid to Farmers Party ), Raeng- Ngarn ( Labour
Party) and Seri Prachathipatai (Free Democracy Party).
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Election campaign at
Phramane Grounds.
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A woman candidate

on the war path at Lumpini
Park.

These 12 political parties put up 653 candidates
while the rest were independent. It should be placed
on record that there were 34 women candidates who
campaigned as earnestly and vociferously as their men
confréres. The final results showed that six of them
were successful.

As it happened, the election campaign of the various
political parties got off to a somewhat slow start about
one month before the election but as the election day
drew nearer it became more and more hectic.

The election which cost 100 million baht was
conducted on the basis of one representative for 150,000
inhabitants.

With the cooperation of all concerned, the general
election went off smoothly and vote counting at each
polling unit began the moment the polls closed. Election
returns were despatched by radio direct to the Election
Supervision Centre in the Interior Ministry and were
soon posted on the tally boards in front of the Ministry.
The returns showed that the ‘Democrats won in Bangkok
and Thon Buri while the UTPP carried the day in several
provinces.

Following is the breakdown of the 219 seats in the
House of Representatives.

UTPP or Saha Praja Thai 75 seats
Independents TEE
Democrats 37
Naew Prachathipatai T
Naew Ruam Sethakorn &y
Naew Prachachon 2
Summacheep Chuay Chao Na 1 seat
Seri Prachathipatai ds2e

By common verdict this successful general election
augurs well for the future of the country which can from
now on be regarded as on the true path of democracy.
The people now have their representatives of their own
choice who have pledged themselves to protect their
interests in the most effective manner possible. The
historic event also means that the present government
which has governed the country for about 10 years will
be relieved of its responsibilities pending the advent of
a new one.



LERRFRLE )

A

Checking their names

before going
polling booths.

into

the

4y yvo u 4o < o vy v 4 A o
M3vz00 lanmsmenamdise Wuaiaoansau wu

o T | Y v o '
inasuadmsuls g ng waziiumsnamnman
srvoulizntllas  Taolszanyuannsandnsmendunu
e 5 1 me v e
‘\IrlH{HﬂthllhﬁllJ‘]ﬂl‘“ﬂlﬂ IhHVHUZIH\JUMHUlg@] wam
v ¥ A ¥ 4 1
Hinu HoNNUY MIANAIIUIDUHIITDINI
4 o A yvo 3 S 49
UV U IilIE\H”H‘\H'r}}Hﬂl]:l\l\(ll“““lV\H so0 VLAY
5 v a8 4 =
H\Zl:l‘ﬂ\hh\”ﬂ[” Hagunsm ﬂl]|!IJIthIH‘“Ull’”ﬂ]

an luan (L

w.a
nns W lsansvesan
A group of servicemen

queuing up for vote-

casting.

<4

" i
Usznaruuazdunude

v R 4
wavu Wsesuilaramsmen-
K]

Mempbers of the public
and m media men all
agog for the returns.
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Prime Minister Field
Marshal Thanom Kittika-
chorn, Thanpuying Chong-
kol Kittikachorn and
Interior Minister General
Prapass Charusathira
exercising  their  voting

right.
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Namechec-
‘(}g'{"’ king before
getting a ballot.
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Processing of ballots
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Making sure that his
ballot goes into the box.
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The time is up at 17.00
hours. Now it’s the time
to open the ballot box.
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recording.
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HIS MAJESTY OPENS PARLIAMENT

On the morning of February 27, 1969 at 9.40 hours,
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His Majesty the King motored from tralada Villa to
anta Smakom Throne Hall to open the National

ssembly. Soon after his arrival at the Throne Hall,
His Majesty seated himself on the Throne under the

nine-tiered white umbrella on a raised s behind a
lden curtain.

At 10.00 hours, amidst the fanfare of conch-shells
and metallic drums, the curtain was drawn revealing the
King seated on the Throne. His Majesty then read a
proclamation opening the National Assembly.

He first congratulated the Assemblymen on having
received a mandate from the people to participate in the
administration of the country. The convening of the
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A group photograph of the members of the Senate taken in
front of Ananta Smakom Throne Hall.
v

House, he stated, was another step forward in the
execution of the provisions of the Constitution — ““a highly
gratifying initial step”

His Majesty then said, “From now on the National
Assembly will fully exercise its legislative power in
accordance with the Constitution.

““As members of the National Assembly, you should
keep in mind the paramount importance of your duties.
You are fully responsible to the nation and the people.
So it is your bounden duty to use your abilities to further
the ends of the Constitution.

“You should use your mental powers and dedicate
yourselves to bring about national stability, security and
progress.

At present the nation is being seriously threatened.
The Executive who will soon take office will have to
shoulder onerous duties. Solidarity is the only factor
which will safeguard the national security.

“All deliberations and decisions of the National
Assembly should be geared to the national and public
benefits and the desire to see to it that the best possible
results are achieved.”

After the opening address, His Majesty conversed
for a while with the President of the National Assembly
before he took leave.
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Bottom picture — House members belonging to the Democrat
Party.
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PATA MEETS HERE
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Representatives from Nepal
arrived in Bangkok to participate
in PATA Conference.

Thailand was accorded the honour of hosting the 9th Pacific
Area Travel Association (PATA) Workshop and its 18th Annual
Conference from January 23 to 31, 1969. The Workshop was held
on January 23 and 24 in Chiang Mai, a tourist site of great charm
slated for promotion and development while the Conference took
place in Bangkok from January 27 to 31.

Forming a milestone in the travel history of Thailand, the two
meetings saw a record attendance of 1,123 delegates with their spouses
from 36 countries in the Pacific Ar Among these were hundreds
of luminaries of the travel industry. All of them were heartily
welcomed with the proverbial red carpet spread before them. They
were regaled with everything that Thailand can offer to make their
stay happy and rewarding.

In Chiang Mai where the dLILgdlL\ attended a 2-day Workshop
held in the Auditorium of the Faculty of Medicine, Chiang Mai
University, the atmosphere was delightfully informal, which is typical
of that charming city. During the meeting, delegates and their ladies
wore the native dress provided for them and a very interesting tour
programme was arranged for them free of charge. They visited the
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Foreign Minister Thanat Khoman
arrived at Chiang Mai Airport to be
greeted by Lt.-Gen. Chalermchai Charu-
vastr (middle) Director-General of the
Tourist Organization of Thailand and a
Chiang Mai belle who is seen pinning a
flower on him.
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Nail dance was performed on the
opening day of PATA Workshop in the
grounds of Chiang Mai University.

National Park where a special demonstration of
elephants at work was held for their benefit. They also
observed all the handicrafts for which the city is famous
in the many local workshops. They saw the numerous
ancient monasteries and shrines not only in Chiang Mai
but also in the neighbouring Lamphun and Pasang. A
visit was made to Mount Suthep, where the quaint age-
old monastery “Wat Phra That Doy Suthep” is located
at an altitude of 3,500 feet. Also included in the tour
was a visit to Bhubing Palace, the summer residence of
Their Majesties the King and Queen.

A ladies’ programme was also arranged for the
delegates’ wives. It was designed to get them acquainted
with the traditionai culture and handicrafts of Northern
Thailand. They had the chance to see the silk and handi-
crafts of Northern Thailand. They had the chance to
see the silk and cotton weaving and the production of
silverware, teakwood articles, lacquerware, celadon pottery
and colourful umbrellas. In brief, they were initiated
into the wonders worked by the human hand. They
also witnessed a local welcoming ceremony at the resi-
dence of the traditional ruler of Chiang Mai and also the
ceremonial fingernail dance performed by beautifully-
costumed northern dancers. To crown all, they were
entertained to a traditional *“Kantoke” dinner enlivened
by a variety of native dances.
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In Bangkok, several
tours were conducted to
enable the delegates and
their wives to see the various
attractions of the city, among
which were the Floating
Market, Thai traditional
boxing, the Grand Palace
and the Royal Chapel as
well as the National Mu-
seum. Also there were out-
of-town trips to Khao Yai
National Park, Pataya beach
resort and the ancient cities

Nakorn Pathom and
Ayutthaya.

For the sport - minded,
a special regatta at Pataya
and a golf tournament at
Bang Phra Golf Course were
arranged.
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Left and middle pictures—
The Thai Foreign Minister is delivering
an address opening the Workshop
at the Medical Faculty Auditorium
of Chiang Mai University

Bottom picture — A dance to
wind up the closing ceremony.

Pictures in the next two pages
show the reception and activities in
Chiang Mai.
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Top and middle pictures— Delegates
at the northern traditional
dinner called *‘ Kantoke™
held in the grounds of the
Chiang Mai Railway Hotel.
Bottom picture — Hermit Holt,
Editor of the Chicago
Tribune at a reception with
Chiang Mai girls.
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The ladies had a chance
to see a fashion show of
Thai traditional costumes
at Suan Pakkard Palace
which is famous for its
magnificent Thai objets d’art.
They also saw the training
of dancers at the School of
Dramatic Art and were
briefed on Thai musical in-
struments. They were shown..
Thai feminine arts including
the preparation of Thai_
dishes and dessert and flower
arranging. However, to the
ladies nothing could have
been more._enjoyable than
a visit to the shopsof Thai
silk and cotton, jeweller
handicrafts and antiques
The conference could
be termed a great succe
and the Director-General
of the Tourist Organization
of Thailand Lt.-Gen.
Chalermchai Charuvastr was
awarded the PATA life
membership in recognition
of his leadership of high
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Top picture — TOT Director-
General (left) is discussing a special
PATA programme on Lampang TV
Channel 8 with the station’s staff.

Middle and bottom pictures—
4 visit to Bosang Village, famous
for umbrella making.
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quality and his service to
the cause of travel and
PATA.

Succeeding him, Mr.
Robert Austin, General
Manager of the New Zealand
Government Tourist and
Publicity Department was
elected the new PATA
President. And New Zea-
land was also selected as the
site for next year’s PATA
Conference.

As the outgoing Presi-
dent of PATA, Lt.-Gen.
Chalermchai at the close of
the Conference pledged his
country’s and -his own
support to the ideals of
PATA and the cause of
tourism in the region. He
told delegates that the atten-
dance of 1,123 delegates
and wives to the Workshop
and Conference in Thailand

by far the
record. It was also the
largest international gathe-
ring of its kind ever to be
held here.

WFLCOME

PATA

TELEGATES
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Prime Minister Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn was present at Santitham
Hall on January 27 to preside over the inauguration of 18th PATA Annual Confe:
rence. In the picture he is flanked by Lt.-Gen. Chalermchai Charuvastr (left), TOT
Director - General and PATA President, and Mr. Marvin Plake, PATA Executive

Director.
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After the opening ceremony, business
sessions were held in the ball room of the
Narai Hotel, where the TOT Director - Gen-
eral is seen addressing the delegates in the
left and lower right pictures
Bottom left picture—M.R. Kukrit Pra-
moj, Director of the Siam Rath Daily is
giving a talk about tourism
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Lt.-Gen. alermchai
concluded that TOT did try,
in some measures, to carry
out two of the most impor-
tant themes while the dele-
gates were in Thailand—* A
Pleasure to Serve” and
““Send Them Home Happy ™.

“1 sincerely hope we
have attained those objec-
tives,” he said.
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tbove pictures—The Foreign
Minister —and  Khunying Molee
Khoman are greeting guests at the
dinner reception hosted by them on
the lawn of the National Theatre,
where Thai classical dancing was
subsequently performed.

In the picture at left, a
Malaysian delegate is offering to
host the next PATA Conference
in Kuala Lumpur in 1972. The
offer met with favourable response.
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While the man delegates were
in session, a special programme
was arranged for their ladies to
visit various f of cultural
interest. Pictures in these
pages show their visit to S
Pakkard. Palace where a f:
parade featuring
staged, Jim Thompson’s Thai
House aud Ban Moh Residence.
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the countries
in the Conferenc
Narai Hotel.
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The Royal Couple is seen talking to soldiers wounded in their
fight with the communist terrorists during a visit to Lom Kao Hospital,
changwat Phetchabun, on January 12, 1969. His Majesty on the occasion
donated to the hospital medical ejuipment and supplies as well as a sum

of 13,000 baht
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On one of her pleasure rides H.R.H. the Prin-
cess Mother paid a private visit to General Kricha
Punnakanta, Director - General of the Public Relations
Department at his house early this year.
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After attending the state function of
opening the National Assembly on the
morning of February 27, 1969 Prime
Minister Field Marshal Thanom Kittika-
chorn is seen here being importuned for
an interview by enthusiastic reporters.
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On February 25, 1969 at Chitralada Villa, Prime Minister Field Marshal
Thanom Kittikachorn was granted an audience with His Majesty the King when
he submitted for royal approval a list of persons to be appointed members of the
Senate.
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On the occasion of their visit to Thailand Mr. H.I. Fader, Thai Consul
General in Melbourne, Australia and his wife were received in audience by His
Majesty the King on February 4, 1969.
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H.R.H. the Princess Mother recently opened Petcharat School and presented
gifts to school - children and inhabitants of Koke - a village, changwat Prachin
Buri.

Her Royal Highness on the occasion posed for a group photograph with
some border patrol policemen.
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General Prapass Charusathira, Interior
Minister opened the Thai traditional sports
at Phrmnn Grounds on January 23, 1969
¢ of the committe
membe mr ihe Tha al Sports Asso-
ciation
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National Development Minister Pote Sarasin
( fourth from right) opened the new Foremost dairy

plant at Rangsit, changwat Pathum Thani, on Febru-
ary 25, 1969
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ieutenant - General Sir Peter Hunt, General Of Com-
manding, United Kingdom Far East Land Forces in Singapore, visited
ATO Ik.ulq\mm s on February 19, 1969. He is seen here with
the SEATO Se: Ge , Lieutenant - General Jesus Vargas
(left) and the Dq‘\ll\ Chief of the SEATO Military Planning Offi
Captain Chob Sirodom (right), Royal Thai Navy.
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South Vietnamese Vice- President Nguyen
Cao Ky (left sharing a_joke with Thai
Deputy Defence Miniler Atr O hief Marshal Dawee
Chullasapya during the former’s stopover at Don
Muang_Airport on his way to Paris on the eve-
ning, of Ecbruasy Sl
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Late in January 1969, H.R.H. Princess Ubol Ratana paid a to the US Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, USA
In the picture from left Thai Ambassador to the US Bunchana Atthakor, Khuny ¢ Atthakor the Commandant of the Academy Rear Admiral James
Calvert, H.R.H. Princess Ubol Ratana and Mrs
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On January 11, 1969, 11 scout masters of King
of Siam’s Own from Ist Balham and Tooting Scout

!

1l Thai Embassy in London

e group was welcomed
ngladarom, who is seen  here
b Lhhlaas by oot Wnperinbe dant K5,

Warner




Sir Con O'Neill is discussing in a BBC Thai Service
interview with Professor Sanoh Tanbunyuen his forthcomir
visit to Bangkok. Sir Con, who became a Director of the
London Merchant Bankers Hill Samuel and Co., headed an
important trade and banking mission to Thailand early this
year
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The Committee for the Second United Nations Develop-
ment Decade held its first meeting on February 25, 1969 at UN
Headquarters in New York. Thailand was represented on_the
ccasion by Nai Anand Panyarachun, Thai Ambassador to the UN
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Pramote Srisitanachai (left) and his brother Preecha
impressed audience at the *Culture and Arts of Thailand ™
evening with a spirited demonstration of Thai boxing. The event
was recently organized by the Australian - Thai Association in

Ibourne
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Sritawat Kitipornchai is
discussing some academic
problems with Professor N.W.
y, Dean of the Faculty
ngineering, Monash
Melbourne, Austra-
Sritawat did very well in
gaining honours in

subjects.

AR 5
dszmaluieds Halasumsin

ausuogludszmainauan

o o wda
UMNAD IMANUI
4

(AUN & 1DZ & LD
AN
msvuanFuaun lunodnu
A1 35U 759U
dszmelnono find AnAgun
m (vnga unmi) -
MINANINMIVHFINILN
‘Ten traffic engineers from
nine Asian countries taking a
course in New Zealand had a
group photograph taken with
two New Zealand senior traffic
engineers (first and fourth,
row) Transport
ence Room
in Wellington
ding the course
from Thailand was Kitti Kitti-
sunthornvat of the Land Tran
sportation Department
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‘Three Thaistudents under
the Colombo Plan are seen
shopping for warm clothes in
aleading department store soon
after their arrival in Wellington,
New Zealand. They were to
enroll in a unive
technical institute.
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Phra Buddha Bath

(Buddha’s Footprint)
Shrine of Saraburi
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