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Abstract

The Development in Thai Classical Dance and Drama Costumes: The Lakorn Nai' of the
Fine Arts Department

Costumes of Thai classical dances are generally base on traditions and styles of
attires for special occasion worn by the high ranking people. This style of dance costume

is called “Yuen Khreung” which imitates the attires of kings or roya 'elslgitheved to be

XQ’) tire,
A
forms and materials used in the Lakorn Nai costumes haveﬁ 5/—7 N.. to

originated as early as the Ayutthaya period. Despite the imi ol the

the royal dance trope.
' Lakorn (The Thai dance-drama)

The Thai dance-drama, when fully developed, has bgﬂﬂlﬂte\&'xo two
kinds of plays, namely. “Lakorn Nok”. and “Lakorn Nai” Lakorn Nok means “the
dance-drama (of the people) outside (the royal palace)”. Formerly only men acted in this
kind of drama. Lakorn Nai means “the dance drama (current) inside (the court)”.
It came into existence later having been adapted by the king from the Lakorn Nok.
Formerly only women in the palace acted in this kind of drama and the performances
were given inside the royal palace. Later on, men were not restricted to Lakorn Nok
women to Lakorn Nai. Again, Lakorn Nok and Lakorn Nai have borrowed the technical
features of each other. But the borrowing are only in respected of minor technicalities. In
the case of the major features, however, each kind of drama keeps its own individuality.
Below an attempt is made to distinguish between some of the special feature of Lakorn
Nok and Lakorn Nai, as far as can be done in words. In spite of the fact that a clear

understanding of the subject can gained only by actual observation.
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