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AN INTRODUCTORY NOTE ON COSTUMES
THROUGH
THE HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL PERIODS

One of man’s basic needs is clothing. In the primary stage of
development they want something to wear and cover their bodies as a protection
against insects and the elements such as cold and heat. In the second stage, in
order to satisfy their aesthetic sense they decorate some parts of their bodies
with bracelets, anklets, armlets, necklaces, pendants, and other forms of jewelry
and headdresses. The materials used for these ornaments are wood, clay, bones,
animal’s teeth, metal, gold, silver and precious stones. Their clothing and
ornaments have from time to time evolved and become more beautiful. Finally,
man’s clothing is not only used for protection against the elements, but also to
beautify mainly the body. There is a popular saying among the Thais which
says, “Fine feathers make fine fowls; dressing beautifies man.” It has been
repeated since time immemorial.

The significance of man’s clothing and ornaments is not only to satisfy
his needs and to offer man a good appearance, but also to distinguish his or
her social status or rank. So that is why some people can wear some kinds
of costumes which are taboo for others and some laws and regulations are
enforced to forbid some people from using certain kinds of clothing. Apart from
these, clothes can tell us something about the wearer’s nationalities and ecological
settings of their countries or localities. Therefore the study of man’s costumes
will certainly be of historical and archaeological value and also an excellent
approach to other branches of knowledge such as anthropology and sociology.

In 1967 it was planned that on the day Their Majesties the King
and the Queen proceeded to the National Museum, Bangkok, to perform the
inauguration ceremony to the new exhibition buildings, the Fine Arts Department
would present to Their Majesties the show of costumes as used through the
archaeological periods, So I requested H.S.H. Prince Yachai Chitrabongse,
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who was then a special grade architect of the Fine Arts Department and officer
in charge of the restoration of the Pimai Sanctuary to study and draw costumes
used during the Lopburi period. At the same time Mr. Ponsak Phonprat was
assigned to draw costumes worn by the people in the Dvaravati kingdom. Both
H.S.H. Prince Yachai and Mr. Pornsak successfully carried out their essignment.
Than a new idea came to my mine. Instead of the show of costumes, we
presented to H.M. the King on May 25th, 1967 a series of archaeological
dances, which was staged in the Isravinitchai Hall, National Museum, Bangkok.
On that day H.M. the King presided over the opening ceremony of the two
new exhibition buildings in the National Museum. The dancing was afterwards,
staged for the public in the National Theatre for several times. Later on I
received a letter from the Director of the International Council of Museums
(Icom) in Paris asking the Thai National Commiitee for Icom to join in the
celebration of the 20th. anniversary of the Icom by organizing a celebration
in Thailand for a duration during October 1967 and August 1968. Being an
appropriate item for the occasion, the show of costumes through the archaeological
periods was reconsidered. I called a meeting attended by the officials of the
Fine Arts Department such as the Deputy Director — General, curators, artists etc.
The agenda was the study of decorative patterns and costumes existed on the
reliable antiquities and art objects. The meeting decided to assign the work
to the following artists.

1. Dvaravati Period (6th. - 11th. Centuries A.D.) Mr. Sanit Disatabandhu
was assigned to draw costumes of the antiquities and art objects belonging to
this period.

2. Srivijaya Period (8th.—13th. Centuries A.D.) Mr. Prapath Yotha-
prasert was entrusted with the work of drawing costumes based on the antiquities
and art objects dating back to the Srivijaya Period.

3. Lopburi Period ( 11th.-14th. Centuries A.D.) the work of drawing
costumes based on the antiquities and art objects of this period was assigned

to Mr. Rapisakdi Chatchavalaya

4. Chiengsaen Period (12th.-20th. Centuries A.D.) The work was
assigned to Mr. Sanit Disatabandhu.

5. Sukhothai Period (14th.~ 15th. Centuries A.D.) Mr. Seri Nilpraphun
was assigned the work of drawing costumes of this period based on the antiquities
and art objects.

(6)
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6. Ayudhya Period (1350 A.D. - 1767 A.D.) Mr. Prapath Yothaprasert
was assigned to draw costumes based on the antiquities and art objects of the

Ayudhya Period.

7. Bangkok Period (1767 A.D. - 1934 A.D.) Mr. Thaveesak Senanarong
was entrusted with the work of drawing costumes based on the antiquities and
art objects of this period.

In order to encourage students and the general public to take more
interest in and profitably study of antiquities and art objects, a show of costumes
based on the archaeological evidence is being staged and the students from the
School of Fine Arts and the School of Dramatic Arts are playing the role of
the wearers of costumes in those days. Photos of models wearing some styles
of costumes appeared in the following pages.

After having perused the book and admired the illustrations, the
readers will realize that our task is in fact a first step reading to further
research. You will fine no full details such as the specific class or group of
the wearers, the occasion for wearing the costumes, the material used or the
siyles of ornaments used in each period. However, I hope that historians,
archaeologists and all those interested in costumes will help us to carry on
this task till our goal is reached. Our work will add more data for study of
the future researchers.

DHANIT YUPHO

The Fine Arts Department
Bangkok, Thailand.
February 28th., 1968.
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Buddha image in the attitude of descending from
the Tavatimsa Heaven.
He was flanked on the right by Brahma holding a yak’s
hair whisk and on the left Indra carrying an umbrella.
Stone bas-relief, Dvaravati Period.
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Costume of a man. Dvaravat? Period.
Based on the bas-relief of Indra,
who stood near the Buddha and held an umbrella.
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Stucco figures. Dvaravati Period

Found at Kubua,

Muang Ratchaburi District,
Ratchaburi Province.
Exhibited in the National Museum,
Bangkok.
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Costume of a man, Dvaravati Period.
Based on the stucco figures from Kubua.
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Buddha in the attitude of descending from the Tavatimsa Heaven.
Standing on the head of Brahmanaspati,
He was flanked on the right by Brahma holding a yak’s hair whisk
and on the left Indra carrying an umbrella.
Stone bas-relief. Dvaravati Period.
National Museum, Bangkok.
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Costume of a man. Dvaravati Period.
Based on figure in the bas-relief showing
the Buddha descending from the Tavatimsa Heaven.
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Costumes of a man and a woman. Dviaravati Period.
Based on the stucco and terra-cotta figures from Kubua. Dvaravati Period.
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Upper and below Stucco figures. DviAravati Period.

Drawing

Found at Kubua, Muang Ratchaburi District, Ratchaburi
Province.

of a figure based on a terra-cotta figure of a woman
looking out of a window. Dvaravati Period. Exhibited at
the U-thong National Museum. Suphan Buri Province.
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Female hair-styles.
Based on terra-cotta and stucco figures. Dvaravati Period.
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Terra-cotta figures.

Dvaravati Period.

National Museum,
Bangkok.
Found at Kubua,
Muang Ratchaburi District,
Ratchaburi Province.
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Costume of a man. Dvaravati Period.
Based on the Terra-cotta figure from Kubua, Ratchaburi.
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Stucco and terra-cotta figures.
Dvaravati Period.
Found at Kubua,

Muang Ratchaburi District,
Ratchaburi Province.
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Figures showing hair-styles and sheets
of decorative patterns.
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Beads found at U-thong District,

Supan Buri Province and Nakhon Pathom Province.
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DRAWINGS OF COSTUMES

SRIVIJAYA PERIOD

8th - 13th Centuries A.D.

Drawn by

MR. PRAPATH YOTHAPRASERT
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Costume of a man.
Based on a figure of a Bodhisattva.
Srivijaya Period.
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Avalokitesavara Bodhisattva.
Bronze. Srivijaya Period.
National Museum, Bangkok.
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Padmapani Bodhisattva.

Bronze. Srivijaya Period.
National Museum, Bangkok.
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24 Costume of a man.
Based on figures of Siva and Bodhisattva. Srivijaya Period.
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Head of Siva. Stone.

Srivijaya Period.

National Museum, Bangkok.
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Bodhisattva.
Bronze. Srivijaya Period.
National Museum, Bangkok.

25


nic
nlt


D)
UUU ¥

4

wamfﬂ%” ng
\L:T::\.wf W/NBVW 6 RFN ‘W‘BJW(JW (71'-1 N 'j/‘l"’\{wzlﬂqw
1oy ey dyvnialn
& v
LAsaIAINI8dNg

o 49 o

wﬂumauuumﬂwsﬂwmmu,awwsmﬁﬁm AN IINY

Costume of a man.
Based on figures of Bodhisattva and Vajrasattva. Srivijaya Period.
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Padmapani Bodhisattva.

Bronze. Srivijaya Period.
National Museum, Bangkok.
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Vajrasattva.
Bronze. Srivijaya Period.
National Museum, Bangkok.
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Costume of a man. Based on a figure of Poh Mor Thao,
who was an expert in the rounding-up of elephants. Srivijaya Period.
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Poh Mor Thao,

who officiated at the
ritual of rounding-up
of elephants.
Bronze.
Srivijaya Period.
National Museum,
Bangkok.
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Back of the above figure.
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Costume of a woman.

Based on the figure of Tara.
Srivijaya Period.
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32 Costume of a woman.
Based on the figure of Tara. Srivijaya Period.
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Tara.

Bronze. Srivijaya Period.
National Museum, Bangkok.

UNAG

o\
GRMY
% A o

aNUAIIYY

WASAUMEDIULTITIR  Woosims

Tara.

Bronze. Srivijaya Period.
National Museum, Bangkok.
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DRAWINGS OF COSTUMES

LOPBURI PERIOD

11th - 14th Centuries A.D.

Dyvawr by

MR. RAPISAKDI CHATCHAVALAYA
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Costume of a man. Lopburi Period.

Based on a figure carved on a stone lintel, Pimai Sanctuary.
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Costume of a man. Lopburi Period.
Based on a ﬁgufe carved on a stone lintel, Pimai Sanctuary
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Costume of a man. Lopburi Period.
Based on a bronze figure. Pnom Bakeng style.
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Head of a Bodhisattva and
a figure of Yogini.
Bronze. Lopburi Period.
National Museum, Bangkok,
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Costume of a man. Lopburi Period.

Based on the head of the Bodhisattva and the bronze figure of Yogini.
Exhibited in the National Museum, Bangkok.
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44 : Costume of a man. Lopburi Period.
Based on the bronze figure of a dancing Mara. National Museum, Bangkok.
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Costume of a woman. Lopburi Period.
Based on a photo of bronze figures, Lopburi Period.
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Costume of a woman. Lopburi Period.
Based on bronze figures in the National Museum, Bangkok.
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Costume of a woman. Lopburi Period.
Based on the bronze figure of Patiftaparami in the National Museum, Bangkok.
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Costume of a woman. Lopburi Period.
Based on bronze figures in the National Museum, Bangkok.
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Costume of a man. Lopburi Period. 49

Based on a bronze figure. Lopburi Period.
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Pannaparami. Bronze. Lopburi Period.
The National Museum, Bangkok.
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Costume of a woman. Lopburi Period.
Based on a bronze figure of Pafitiaparami in the National Museum, Bangkok.
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Apsaras on a bronze pedestal. Lopburi Period.

" Found in Kuchinarai District, Kalasin Province.
Exhibited in the National Museum, Bangkok.
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Costume of a woman. Lopburi Period.
Based on a figure of Apsaras on a bronze pedestal in
the National Museum, Bangkok.
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Bronze figure of a woman.

Lopburi Period.

& -
NIV

oN
a9
o <
antanys
TURANSAUNADIULIITIR  WIeuAT

Bronze figure of Pafifiaparami.
Lopburi Period.
National Museum, Bangkok.
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Costume of a woman. Lopburi Peried.

55
Based on a bronze figure in the National Museum, Bangkok.
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DRAWING OF COSTUMES

CHIENGSAEN PERIOD

12th - 20th Centuries A.D.

Drawn by

MR. SANIT DISATABANDHU
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Bronze figure.
Chiengsaen Period.
National Museum, Bangkok.
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Based on a bronze figure, Chiengsaen Period.
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Costume of a man.
Chiengsaen Period.
Based on bronze figures in the National Museum, Bangkok.
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An elephant with a mahout.

Bronze. Chiengsaen Period.
National Museum, Bangkok.
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Bronze figure of a goddess.
Chiengsaen Period.
National Museum, Bangkok.
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Costume of a woman. Chiengsaen Period.
Based on the bronze figure of a goddess.
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66 Drawings based on bronze figures of gods and goddesses.
Chiengsaen Period, show the costumes of a man and a woman.
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Photo of bronze figures of gods.
Chiengsaen Period.
It shows the back side of the figures.
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Bronze figure of a man.
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Bronze figure of a god.
Chiengsaen Period.
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Bronze figure of a man.
Chiengsaen Period.
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Costume of a woman.
Based on the mural paintings in the Phumin Monastery, Nan Province. 71
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DRAWINGS OF COSTUMES

SUKHOTHAI PERIOD

14th - 15th Centuries A.D.

Drawn by

MR. SERI NILPRAPHUN
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Costume of a Monarch.
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Sukhothai Period.
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Costume of a woman.
Sukhothai Period.
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Costume of a woman.
Sukhothai Period
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Costume of a woman.
Sukhothai Period.
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Part of engravings on a Buddha foot-print.
Bronze. Sukhothai Period.
National Museum, Bangkok.
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Costume of a woman.
Sukhothai Period.
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Costume of a woman.
Sukhothai Period.

84 Based on the bronze figure of Uma.
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Costume of a man.

Sukhothai Period..
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83 Costume of a man.
Sukhothai Period.
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Sangkalok Doll.
Sukhothai Period.

National Museum,
Bangkok.
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Sangkalok Doll.
Sukhothai Period.
National Museum, Bangkok.
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Costume of a man. Sukhothai Period.
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Sukhothai Period.
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Costume of a man and a woman.
Ayudhya Period. '
Based on the paintings in the Tri- phumi manuscript. Ayudhya Period,

‘/rzwv-wv

95


nic
nlt


1
~
Anvna Ls@a;ﬁ%{wmm(nmp
mm%gmmﬁ?ﬁ?[m@ Bl
z{w@@lﬁm
q/ ]
TNAHNNSANITIEN oo
1 ! ~\
mzéﬁg]mum«hm

4 v A v
tATAINAINIEKHA S ﬁﬂlﬂﬂi!ﬁﬂ’l

4 4 N S
waut,aﬂmmumwmmﬂsm?uayﬂ‘lmqu
ﬁu‘”ﬂagﬁm

Costumes of women. Ayudhya Period.

.96 : Based on the paintings in the Tri - phumi manuscript.
: Ayudhya Period.
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Costume of a working woman.
Based on Ayudhya paintings.
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Costume of a woman. 99
Based on a woodcarving and paintings in a Thai manuscript. Ayudhya Period.
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Costume of a man and a woman.
Ayudhya Period.
Based on the paintings in the Tri-phumi manuscript. Ayudhya Period. 101
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Costume of a working man.
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Costume of a woman takihg food to offer to the monks in a monastery.

Based on paintings in a Thai manuscript. Ayudhya Period. 103
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Costume of a working man.

Ayudhya Period.

Based on paintings on a laquered and guilt cabinet in Hor Khien,
104 Chumbhot - Pandip Museum, Bangkok.
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DRAWINGS OF COSTUMES

BANGKOK PERIOD

1767 A.D. - 1934 A.D.

Drawn by

MR. THAVEESAK SENANARONG


nic
nlt


o a ¢
RUYTAULNTUNS

1 v o a € 'Y ¥ < 'Y '
MILnIneaNgsaulnauns  Juvzsusnaslansnena gnsIALasH

(] v 4 v a ' I 2 v W
sgsneuLlany ummammwmma"lﬂmmanumaq%ﬂ ez laTUIMU ST

o 1 a | =] ol v a
ALIUNN  LUUDBIUTLUNULRZNITILA JﬂTHﬂdlﬂﬂﬂu‘lﬂWTNﬂuﬂuUN

1U59n89 0 - m Nmﬂuaw“hmumawm"hmmﬂmammm Tune
laudn udIﬂldﬂi”Luu wmua"l:mwmoun meLm”lmummummaumm Wi
m"lm’l';umauumwumamwan uamhanmuu mummﬂma'luuﬂmma'mm
gammsmm

lusnan « wnumﬁmﬁmwszﬂamﬂﬂ?w’ﬁaa;m"v"[ﬁﬁﬂwﬁﬂv;an"mh""a
WAL MTuAInEIsItITTMeTe  SaldaeguiuasnTanth  dau
wrymm“lu ldidanaunszuan uamham QU nﬁﬂmﬁnﬁamnaﬁwﬂ’nﬂua}n
'lﬂmaﬂanammn"lu

'Y < o (Y (Y] P
Tusgnian & wnumammwsz'«mamnaﬁmagm nManaInnn o

™~ % a a 1 ' P v [y [} A
Lﬂmﬂizwmqhﬂum ANSWAMITULAINEIRINTI LA mINIn L3 1uene 1wt Uaew

+ [] g & ] f- 7 L v
mnmm“l,umlmamn”lu"wnuwaw.umm ANULAINIBATOIADEY  HAANG

va A

‘If\‘)Lﬁl’]u’IEILLEWﬁﬂﬂIMN\‘]L‘U%N RLREY

t va o % 1 o A
'l.ui"]fﬂ'lf‘]“fl b) Lﬂ?ﬁ]\‘ll,m\‘]ﬂw\lﬂ']'J@Ellﬂﬂ’]‘iﬂlulﬂﬂu”ﬂﬂ NNBUSLATD
[ v al da . a 4 o ‘ a
LLVNﬂ']El‘Ilﬂ\‘]ﬁ:ﬁﬂﬂu‘lﬂ;ﬂuﬂuﬂ&mu Nlﬂ?ﬂ\‘lﬂﬁ’/ﬂULLU‘UﬂN ""] UUFAITY

[ e P ] 1 Ay v a a v Y a !
WsTman o 1ATIUAIMEaNT LATUANT WAL T RAAY ngo‘la

% ' a
Lﬂa"lummu @dﬁﬁmmmm WﬂLLﬂ\WnEINTEIULL'E‘I”V]NMEIT]LLUUVI'I\‘) ‘V] NﬂTU')

mnﬁﬂa ﬂ’]%al;'ﬁ'ltllﬂl,ﬂﬂuﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ ﬂi"ﬂ&lVi']Lﬁdﬂ uammamamamauws‘m


nic
nlt


A& v ~ . o [
LATDILAINIDANT Glui’l‘ifi;’i’luﬂ

v o N\ c.’ @ 4
ANYIAUTAAUNT  STMAN ©—an

Costume of a courtier.
Bangkok Period.
Used during the reigns of King Rama I—King Rama IIL 107
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Costume of a man,
Bangkok Period. ,
108 Used during the reigns of King Rama I-King Rama IIL
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Costume of a woman.
BANGKOK PERIOD.

Used duing the reign of King Mongkut. 109
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Uniform of a civil servant.
Bangkok Period.

Used during the reign of King Chulalongkorn.
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Costume of a courtier

Bangkok Period.
Used during the reign of King Chulalongkorn.
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Costume of a lady. : Costume of a woman.
Bangkok Period. Bangkok Period.

Used during the reign of King Vajiravudh. Used during the reign of King Prajadhipok.
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[12 . Bangkok Period. Used during the reign of King Prajadhipok;
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(Upper) Group of models
wearing costumes of
Chiengsaen Period.
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wearing costumes of

Bangkok Period.
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Models wearing Dvaravati costumes.
Models wearing costumes used from the early Bangkok period to the
reign of King Prajadhipok.
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Models in Lopburi costumes.
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Models wearing Chiengsaen costumes.
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Models wearing Sukhotnai costumes.
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Models in Ayudhya costumes.
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