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Lakon Nok “Phra Abhai Mani”
A Part on “To Escape From The Sea-Giantess”
Presented By
The Fine Arts Department
At The National Theatre
On Saturdays & Sundays at 12.00 a.m. & 3.00 p.m.
Commenced From 17th August 1974
Admission Tickets 30, 20 and 10 Baht

(Students in uniforms 5 Baht)
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Four Scenes
From

Phra Abhai Mani
A Poetic Drama

By
The Great Thai Poet Sunthorn Bhu
Presented By

The Fine Arts Department

Introduction : Phra Abhai Mani Playing a Flute.
Scene : At The Seashore.

Act I : Finding the Way to Escape.

Scene : Inside the Miraculous Cave of the Sea-Giantess

Act IT : The Hot Persuit of the Sea-Giantess.

Scene : In the Sea.

Act TII : Help from the Hermit.
Scenc : On the Island,



Synopsis of the Part of
Phra Abhai Mani
On “To Escape Form the sea-Giantess”’
That is actually staged

Introduction : Phra Abhai Mani Playing a Flute.
Scene : at the Seashore.

Phra Abhai Mani and Sri Suvarn were the sons of King Sudasana
and Queen Pradum XKesorn of Ratana Country. They Were both driven
away from their palace due to the fact that they had studied subjects of
unsatisfaction to their father, that is to say Phra Abhai Mani had studied the
gentle art of flute-playing and his brother, Sri Suvarn had studied self-defence.
Thus the two brothese had to set out on a journey to the wide world
without destination. They passed through fields and meadows, skirted
mouhtains and valleys, wallg\ing all day and taking their rest at night.
Finally, they reached the sea coast and stopped to rest there undera
banyan tree. At that moment, it happened that the three young brahmins-
Mora who could bulid big boats out of straw,Sanon who could summon
the wind and the rain, and Vichien who could shoot seven arrows at the
same time and make them all hit the target as he was an expert archer -
came across that spot and met the two brothers. At soon all of them
became intimate to each other and later eagerly exchanged their information
and ideas including their exceptional skills. All the three brahmins were
surprised to have heard about the power of flute of Phra Abhai Mani,
and so insisted him to play out. Phar Abhai Mani lifted the flute and
1stated to play. Exquisite notes dame forth from the instrument, notes of
such a plaintive and tender quality as to pluck the heartstrings,” forming
a melody which was sweet-and soporific. All the listeners Were entranced
and soon fell fast asleep, leaving Phra Abhai Mani alone sitting at the
seashore. At the same time, a sea-giantess called Pisua Samudr, came
up from her palatial cave at the bottom of the ocean to the surface of the
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water. When she saw a handsome young man playing on flute, she fell
in love With him and desired him for her own. She then strode to Phra
Abhai Mani, picked him up in her hand, then she ran, plunged into the
water, and took Phra Abhai Mani into her cave.

Act I : Finding the way to escape
Scene : Inmside the miraculous cave of the Sea-Giantess.

Phra Abhai Mani had unwillingly lived with the Giantess for
eight years during Which a son was born to them whose name was Sin
Samudr, “The Treasure of the Sea.”” He.was pondering over the way to
escape till a chance was open to him and his little son. One day, while
the Giantess wWas away hunting fish, Sin Samudr had moved aside a big
piece of stone that covered the entrance to the cave and went to play
outside in the sea. There he saw an old merman and with all his strenngth
he could muster, the dragged he merman into the cave to show his father.
Fearing of his death, the merman asked Phra Abhai Mani to spare his
ifle promising that he could assist Phar Abhai Mani to escape from the
Giantess, and the later agreed upon this That night, the Giantess had
a dreadful nightmare. She dreamed that her cave was destroyed and that
she herself was killed. Awaking, she was trembling with fears and asked
Phra Abhai Mani for his advice. Seeing the opportunity to escape, Phar
Abhai Mani told her to go to lie at the foot of a mountain for three days
and nights without stirring the place. Believing this, the Giantess set
out for a high mountain where she hoped to shaked off the effects of the
evil dream By now Phra Abhai Mani-and Sin Samudr made ready to leavae.
They left the cave and Were joined by the merman, his wife and his
daughter, Phra Abhai Mani riding on the back of the mermhn and Sin
Samudr on the back of the merman’s wife with the young mermaid follow-
ing behind, they set out a quick journey towards an island where lived
an aged hermit who was endowed With superhuman power. When the
Giantess came back to her cave and learned thet her husband and her
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son had left already, she fell into deep grief and cried out of her great
sorrow. Then she made a hot persuit to catch them pack again.

Act II : The Hot Persuit of the Sea-Giantess.
Scene : In the Sea.

For more than three days the party of Phra Abhai Mani had
journeyed without reaching their destination. Then a fearful storm arose
behind them. Alas. the Giantess had discovered their way and was undou-
btedly persuing them. The old couple of mermen knew that their lives
might be put to an end bacause they were both already exhausted and could
no more carry Phra Abhai Mani to the expected island. So they handed
Phra Abhai Mani. over to the mermaid and told her to take him to the safe
island. Thus Phra Abhai Mani eventually arrived safely at the island while
the poor couple Were killed and eaten by the Giantess in place of him.
For Sin Samudr, just playing on tricks with his mother .For a while, he
took a deep dive, disappeared under the sea, and then joined his father on
land later.

Act I : Help from the Hermit
Scene : On the Island.

Here, on the island, lived the wise and powetful hermit,, attended
by a hundred shipwrecked men of all nationalities-Chinese, Brahmins, Indians,
Thai, Javanese, Englishmen, Hollanders, and other Europeans. He lived in
a cave on a hill, anh subsisted on vegetables and herbs which were plentiful
on the island. He was deeply venerated by all for his pietey and kindfulness.

Phra Abhai Mani immediately went to pay his respect and to seek his
protection. No sooner had he done this than huge waves lashed the island
and the Giantess appeared. She Was more furious than ever, having been
deceived by the mermen, whom she had torn to piece and eaten already.
Now she wanted her husband. She stood there, towering over the island

on Whose hallowed soil she could not step.
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The hermit came down from the hill to remonstrate with her. But
the Giantess merely used abusive language and acused him of acting beyond
the bounds of his duties. So the hermit took a little magic sand and blew
it in her direction. The Giantess knew that she wWas poWerless against his
magic charms, and so retired baffled and angered.

THE END
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