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Abstract
Title : Models of Health Publication Communication Development and Health Publication
Communicators Development

Researchers : Boonruang Niamhom, Ph.D. , Kampol Dumrongwong, Ph.D.

The purposes of this research were: 1) to study the publishing processes of health
communicators, 2) to study health communicators’ opinions toward guidelines of the
development of health communication in publication for the public, 3) to propose a model of
health publication communication development and a model of health publication communicator
development, 4) to propose a model of Internet-Based training on writing and information
retrieving skills for health communicators, and 5) to assess and follow-up the Internet-Based
training model from trainees. Samples were 20 health communicators, 9 writers, and 32 trainees
from Public Health Centers. Research tools were interviews, model evaluation forms, Website
and questionnaires.

The findings were as follow:

1. The model of writing composed of factors involved in support writing: planning,
writing, evaluation, and dissemination. The processes of writing article or writing feature were:
making a plot, classifying information as plotted, writing a draft with accurate, obvious, precise,
understandable, readable, and powerful language, and proposing main idea. The processes of
short story writing were: making a plot, identifying characters , settings and context, plotting
conflicts, information, points of view and theme. The next step is writing a draft using
information and conversations from the introduction to detailed story then ending with conflict
solving. The final step is revising and editing with literary style and stimulating language in order
to attract and entertain readers. Cartoon writing was similar to short story writing, but the
conversations should be short and meaningful. The story description should be used when it is
necessary. The pictures should express emotion and feelings.

2. The model of health publication communication development composed of the
development of factors supporting writing as follows: 1) publishers should be promoted with
production capacity of high quality, correct and reliable health publications: 2) the health
publication dissemination system should be made widely and directly to the public and learning
centers by using appropriate tools, 3) people should be encouraged read and have reading

habits, as well as having easy access to health publications, 4) learning centers , community



libraries and public libraries are centers for health publications for the public. They should be
developed and supported by responsible organizations with budget to purchase enough health
publications for the public, 5) the health communication network, linking health research
organizations and health information centers, should be set up and developed as research and
learning resources for health publication communicators. In addition, health communicator
clubs or associations should be established to be resource for giving advise and act as
consultants for health publication writing.

3. The model of the development of health publication communicators composed of: 1)
the development of factors supporting health communicators, 2) the development of health
communicators through formal education by constructing curriculum and instruction of health
communication program in the Faculty of Communication Arts, Mass Communication or Public
Health Education in higher education institutes, 3) the development of health communicators
through non-formal education with training , conferences and seminars to study and exchange
writing knowledge and opinions and to criticize writing works, 4) the development of health
communicators through informal education by providing settings and environment in order to
educate health communicators. These could be learning resources, networks of health
communicators, health communicators club or association to exchange experiences and provide
advice on health publication writing, 5) the development of health communicators by financial
support on writing, publishing and distributing, and 6) follow up and evaluation.

4. The model of Web-Based training on writing skills was a hybrid one which composed
of training in class and training on the Web for self- study and writing practices for health articles
and short stories . The learning activities on web were designed with self-directed learning
concepts.

5. According to the follow up of the trainee, it was found that most samples expressed
their opinions in a high level. They learned more knowledge and skills of writing and had ability
to apply knowledge from Web-Based training in writing health articles or features for the public.
However, their ability to apply knowledge in writing health short stories was still low.

6. The organizations that are responsible for continuing Web-Based training on writing
skills should be the educational institutes that offer Public Health Education and Mass

Communication or Communication Arts.
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