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Executive Summary

To revitalize and strengthen Thai traditional medicine which has been neglected for more
than 100 years to play an importance roles in providing effective, efficient, safe and evident-
based health care to Thai population, needs strong political wills and supports. From the
review of historical development of Chinese and Indian medicine shows strong evidence of
crucial role and implications of service model in development of traditional medicine system
in each particular countries.

There are 5 main policy recommendations concerning Thai tradition medicine service
model summarized as follows:

1. Roles and functions

Thai traditional medicine service model should have 3 interrelated roles and
functions as providing health care and services, knowledge generation and research, and
education and training. All of the three main functions could be linkage together to form a
service-knowledge-human resource development cycle.

Thai traditional medicine services could have features of Thai medicine, Thai
pharmacy, Thai massage, and Thai midwifery. They could integrate to western medicine in
various settings as part of western medicine hospital or separated set up as Thai traditional
medicine hospital.

Knowledge generation and research on Thai traditional medicine could be focusing
on clinical research, health system research, educational research, herbal product and
industry research, Thai traditional medicine research in the community. Networking of
clinical research should be considered as efficient model.

Thai traditional medicine education and training should emphasis on clinical
practice. Thai medicine, Thai pharmacy, Thai massage and Thai midwifery are the main
subjects for the training and education.

2. Infrastructure and Organisation structure

Thai traditional medicine service model should have Thai style architecture and
natural conservation decoration. This demonstrates the philosophy of Thai traditional
medicine which emphasis on holistic care, promoting of health by adjust balance of body

and mind, human and environment.



The organisation structure of Thai traditional medicine service model could be
developed in various settings to be relevant to the integration forms with western medicine
and public administration system. The administrative and management system of Thai
traditional medicine service model could be a government public organization, autonomous
hospital, Service Delivery Unit (SDU).

3. Human Resources

The human resources for Thai traditional medicine service model should have right
numbers, right categories of health professional, right skill mix, right attitude, and right
human resource management system.

4. Financing

The capital cost for establishment of Thai traditional medicine service model should
be subsidized from the government budget or donation. The operation cost could be
considered as cost of health and medical care, education and training, research project.
The medical care cost could be financed by a mixture of pre-paid system of various health
insurance schemes, reimbursement of civil servant medical benefit scheme, individual out
of pocket payment. The cost of Thai traditional medicine education and training could be
subsidized by government budget, educational soft loan, and payment by students or
trainees. The cost Thai traditional medicine research could be supported by government or
developing a system of revenue sharing between research institutes and researchers.

5. Policy Advocacy

Establishment of Thai traditional medicine service model should be considered as
high policy priority and proposed to the cabinet for approval of resources allocation and
budget support. A project executive committee at national level should be mandated to

execute the establishment of Thai traditional medicine service model.
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Figure 10
CAM funding is increasing significantly in the USA
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