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Social Life in the Reign of
King Chulalongkorn

In has been agreed that from ancient times to the present day the important Q'ﬁs of
Thai society have been the family, the willage, and the Buddhist temple. Familes were close-
knit, and bath the husband's and the wife's relatives were considered to be kin to the couple.
Life in the country was closely bound up with the production of food. We can see that most
villages were built in clusters and that the willagers cooperated in building houses of a simple style
with matenals easily obtainable nearby. Cultivated land surrounded these wvillage clusters, and within
the housing compounds were to be found family garden plots and fruts trees such as mango,
jackfruit, and coconut which supplied the households with food. Thus village communities did not
depend on oulside sources for food.

On the fringes of the wvillage was 1o be found the temple, an influential and respected,
institution of the Thal people. The abbot and the monk were important figures in the willage
community and were granted respect by all village residents.

Social life of the wilages centred around important Buddhist festivals. These were merry
occasions when the monks joined with the people in the ceremonial proceedings. The willagers
offered money and other things 1o the temple and alsp donated therr labour, befieving they would
acquire ment in this way.

At the end of the farming season the villagers would rest and relax. The leisure time
activities differed from village to willage depending on the region and the geography. For example,
there were boat races, bullfights, cockfights, shadow puppet shows, and ‘pitch and toss™ games.

The social structure of the village and that of the family were very closely integrated.
The social structure of large towns was more loose, because large towns were more cosmopolitan
and industrial. The towns depended on village labor, thus increasing the size of the towns. People
in these larger communities were changed because of the prosperity and the customs of other
regions to which they were exposed

In the reign of King Chulalongkorn the socal life of people in the capial and large towns
changed a great deal owing to the increasing use of such things as the rallroads; tramways, motor
cars, electricity, telectricity, telegraph, telephone, machines, and building materials.  Such things
as fashion, music and sports from the west entered Thailand very aquickly and had much influence
on social fife in the capital.
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The Nature of the Family
and Social Life

The Thal family was of "extended family’
type. Each family consisted of a large number of kin,
including parents, sisters, brothers maternal and pa-
ternal grandparents who were related,

When a member of the family mamed, he
of she did not establish a separate household but
continued to live in a single large house. Sometimes
new housing units were buflt connecting to the central
unit.  This kind of house with its connecting units is
typically Thai.

The houses on land were usually made of
bamboo, wood and other matenals which were easily
found in the village, Houses built on the rver of canal
bank were built on stilts with: stairs for use when the
water level fell in the dry season, Each house would
have a beal for transportation when the water was
high enough.

In the nature of Thal society the markets and
the templas were the community centers where peopla
congregated, but in King chulalongkorn’'s reign meet-
ing places of the type referred to in the West as "clubs®
were established. Some clubs were established by
toreigners, such as the Young Men's Asscciation started
by the American Presbyterian in 1907. Some clubs
were established by Thais, such as the Government
Officials Club in Trang, Club in Phuket
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The Livelihood of Thai People

The livelhood of the Thal people in King Chulalongkorn's reign was based on agriculture,
especially on grain crops, market, gardens, and fishing. The government assisted the people in
many ways promoting Irrigation by building dams in Bangkok and the provinces, anmumuini‘_ma use
of farming tools, and organizing agricultural fairs.

As for industrial enterprises and trading firms, most of these were begun with capital from
foreigners. The most important industrial enterprises were In forestry and mining. At that time many
well known English companies came to Thailand for forest concessions in the north. The first company
opened in 1889 was the British Borneo Company Lid. The manager was Mr. Louis T. Leonowens
who later left to form his own company called the Louis T, Leonowens Company. In addition to
these were the Bombay Burma Company and the Siam Forest Company which sat up sawmills:
The timber was exported abroad by steamship. Most of the sawmills were located on the Chaophya
River for this reason

Mining companies from several nations came to Thailand for concessions, but most of the
companias were English, such as the Patani Concession Limited, Mackay and Macarthur Limited, the
siam-England Prospecting Company Limited, the Samese Tin Syndicate Limited, the Siam Trading
Corporation Limited, the Toongka Harbor Company, and the Straits Trading Company Limited.

Many foreigners came to Thailand to invest ther capital and establish such firms as the
Bangkok Dock Company Limited, which was the largest distributor of machinery at that time
There were also the following ememnses : the Hang Makua Ricemill, Ramsay Store, and the
Kim Seng Li Company.






o - B0
r]
'%'..I:I'-'E‘.E AEnTOnR
A oo ol waed for scoopeng up manne e

#ong the wal




WIHLNTUW T ARNBIR T 1y

TN LAY
A he  Lamnamg:
Makho i i







W vlASNIEyaanIAnG 85
JUALN T LTeE
URrmuismanar sty
!
] LA L j[Shh)
[ EMOny 0 agncuiti

VTHHATHANT TR T TN AR YRS

¥ -+ - - - a #
ATUATEISNINSIRIAL

P

Uf WA mcke







m
aJ M& '-h bk |

. £ b i

UTeNUa R T RIS LT
OWLURTET WISWAT

v

The Bombay Burms Company Limited

Sathorn Foad, Bangkok
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Dress and Hair Style of the That People in the Reign of King Chulalongkorn
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The King's Bathing Ceremony
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Pictorial book of Social Lite in the Reign of King Chulalongkom

ISBN : 874-417-364-5
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