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GIST OF A NUMBER OF SPEECHES

DELIVERED BY

THE KING ON HIS MAJESTY’S

VISITS TO THE

CHINESE SCHOOLS IN BANGKOK

IN B. E. 2470.




Gist of a number of Speeches delivered
by the King on His Majesty’s visits to the
Chinese Schools in Bangkok
in B.E. 2470.

I thank you all most sincerely for the
excellent arrangements you have made to
receive me on this occasion ; for they reflect
your friendly feelings towards me. My object
in paylng visits to your schools is to show my
friendship to the Chinese who are resident 1n
this country, and also as a token of my good-
will towards the schools themselves.

The Chinese merchants have established
these schools for the education of their children
in their own tongue, to fit them for future
commerecial and other careers. Apart from
their education in Chinese, you also give them
facilities to learn Siamese and acquire other
forms of knowledge of this country. The
schools therefore are very useful ; for, in addi-
tion to providing children with knowledge which
will enable them the better to take up their
future professions, they also make it possible



2

for the Chinese to know more of the country
they live in ; and an ability to read and write in
the vernacular will certainly place them on a
more intimate footing with the Siamese.

The Chinese race may be said to be akin
to the Siamese race. In this country Siamese
blood and Chinese blood have mixed in such a
manner that in many cases it is impossible to
separate them. A large number of high officials,
both active and retired, have Chinese blood in
them. I myself have some Chinese blood in me.
Agaln, many Chinese have lived in this country
so long that they have become Siamese. For
these reasons the Siamese and Chinese have
lived amicably together for generations. I do
not wish for anything better than that they
~ should continue to live thus hérmoniously for
all time. I trust that you have the same feel-
ing as I do in this respect, and that you will
teach your children to entertain such sentiment,
In your schools, you teach your students to
love their motherland, that is, China ; that is
natural and quite right. But apart from teach-
ing them to love China, I trust that you will
also teach them to love Siam; for you who live
in this country have received good treatment



from the Government, and are given rights
equal to the Siamese themselves. Youare happy
and prosperous in this country, and the firm
standing of Siam must be your desire. If Siam
is faced with dangers and suffer therefrom, un-
happiness equal to that of the Siamese will be
your lot. I trust therefore that your feeling
towards enemies of the Siamese Government,
internal or external, is that of detestation,
and that, if occasion should arise, you would be
possessed of a desire to assist in their destruc-
tion. Should Siam at any time come face to
face with danger, it is my hope that assistance
will be forthcoming from the Chinese.

If you will try to inspire in Chinese child-
ren such a feeling as I have mentioned, the
Siamese and the Chinese will certainly live
amicably together. Such reciprocal friendly
feeling will be a source of happiness to both,

who are racially akin, and enable them to exist
in perpetual harmony.

In conclusion, I wish the Chinese merchants
and householders, the teachers and pupils of
the schools, who are assembled here, complete
happiness, absence of ailments, strength in body

and mind, and success in their enterprises.
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