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Coronation.

6

of the service in Baisal Hall the Right Reverend Phra Sasanasobhon will make-

a public oration every evening. His Majesty will attend some parts of every
service, each of which will be followed by the usual presentation of food on

the next day, this series terminating on the morning of the 25th, the morning.

of the coronation proper, when the Most Reverend Somdech Phra Vanarat,.

Archbishop of the North will extinguish the Candle of Victory in the Hall of

Amarindra. This will mark the end of the Buddhist part of the coronation.

Meanwhile Brahmin priests will tend the sacrificial fires in honour of
the Hindu Trinity in a pavilion apart and generally make sacrificial prepara-

tions for the coming rites. They will offer to the King, each ‘evening at the
Buddhist services of Benediction, purificatory water from conch shells and

leaves with which the King will brash himself in a manner symbolical of an.

idea of purification according to Brahminical tradition.

On the morning of the 25th the King will proceed to Baisal Hall, where

Princes of the Blood Royal, Foreign Representatives of Ministerial Rank, and

higher officials of state are assembled.  After due profession of the Faith on

the King's part, at'9.53 a.m. the time being auspicious, the High Priest of Siva

will invite His Majesty to take a ceremonial bath of purification and anoint--

ment on a specially erected pavilion between Baisal Hall and the Residence
of Chakrabarti Biman. - The anointment will consgist of (a) Water from the
five principal rivers of the Kingdom—the Menam Chao Phya, the Nagor Jaisri
river ( Meklong ), the Rajapuri rviver, the Bejrapuri river and the Bangpakong
river—supposed to be in analogy for the famous classical five of ancient

India—the Ganga, Mahi Yamuna, Sarabhu and Airavati; (b) Water of the

4 ponds of Subarna which arve sanctified through constant usage in every State-

ceremony where there is an anointment ( murdhabhisek ); and (¢ ) some of
the water from the 17 circles which had been consecrated as already men-

tioned above. Before rising the King will receive benediction and anointment

from their Royal Highnesses Prince Bhanurangsi and the Prince of Nagor

Svarga as well as from the Prince Patriarch.

During the time while the king is to be anointed. there will be a fanfare-
of drums and trumpets, and Siamese music; ancient guns will i)e fired within
the Grand Palace. The 80 priests, assembled in the Chief Residence, will
recite stanzas of Benediction. Thereafter the King will retire and again
appear in Baisal Hall in full regal robes, preceded by Brahmin priests and
learned men of the Court ( Pandits ) in the following order:—
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Your Majesty take upon Yourself the business of government, and, for the
good and happiness of the populace, rveign on in righteousness ! %

The King says, also in Pali,—

* Be it 5o, Brahmin.

The Pali dialogue is again repeated in Siamese.

The priest now takes the Royal Crown from the bearer in the procession
and hands it to the King, ‘who puts it.on his head, thereby signalising
the supreme moment of this Coronation. Salutes will be fired, and the usual
music and fanfare will resound in the palace, and in the whole Kingdom.
Buddhist priests, awaiting in other parts of the Chief Residence, will recite
the Blessing. The Hight Priest of Siva will go on to hand other regalia to
“His Majesty, whilst the High Priest of Vishnu will hand him the ninetiered
White Umbrella of State, the symbol of authority, with a similarly con-
structed speech,  to which the King will make an almost identical reply,
with again Siamese repetition. A Branmin priest wlll then chant hymns in
praise of Siva with accompanying music on ceremonial instruments, viz.
conches, Pandava drums, metal drums and the gong of Vicicry. Another
Brahmin priest will chant hymns in praise of Vishnu, with the usual
accompaniments on ceremonial instrum(.én'bs. At the conclusion of this, all
Brahmin priests will render homage before His Majesty, and the High Priest
of Siva, kneeling in front, will thus pronounce a final benediction —

“May His Majesty, the Supreme Lotd, who now reigns over the kingdom
here, triumph over all and everywhere alway.”

His Majesty will pronounce his first command as a fully anointed and
crowned king thus :—

“ Brahmins, now that T have assumed the full responsibility of govern-
ment, I shall reign in righteousness for the good weal of the populace. T extend
my royal authority over you and your goods and fyom' chattles, and as your
govereign do hereby provide for your righteous protection, defence and keeping.
Thust me and live at ease.”

The High Priest of Siva will be the first man to formally receive the
King's command thus :—

k]

“T do veceive the first command of Your Majesty.’
The symbolism all through this ceremony ig, in the author’s opinion,
clearly along the lines of an assamption that the chief deitics, especially Siva,
are invited down to the Earth to become merged in the person of the crowned
king. Hence the hynn “‘Opening of the Portals of Kailasa, by way of an

invitation ; the anushtubh hymns in praise of the two high gods ; the presence
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APPENDIX.

BRAHMANIC MANTRAS.
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