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TIME... during* the

colourful  Ayudhya
period of Thai his-
fory, villagers tilling
. rice.  paddies . and

aﬁﬂng their clothes
on the banks of the

Bangpikong River in

Chac Qangaau pro-
vince hadthe shock of
“their lives,

There; ﬂaaﬂng a-
midstreamand glis-
tening in the hot sun,
were three Buddha
images, each adiffe-
rent size.

The excited vil-
lagers flocked to
the shallows of the
river and hurled
ropes into the cur-
rent to try and sunag
the imuges and haul
them to the bank,

They failed, and
the images floated on
down the river to se-
parate and go three
different ways,

The -- - Bigzest
image, the legend has
it, turned up one day
~ in the river at Barn-
laem village, Samud
Songkram province,
where it was pulled
ashore and housed in
the Barnlaem Tem-
ple, The smallest
image came to light
in SAMUD Prakarn
province, where it
now stands in {he
Bang Plee Temple.

The third Buddha

image, the  most
beautiful of the three
and now named Luang

I"hup Sothorn, emerg-
ed on the river -in
front- of  Sothorn
Temple in Cha-
choengsao province.
— “The ~villapers
again hurled ropes

_into the water to

cateh! the image and
haul it ashore-—=and
again they failed.

It was not until
they erccted a spirit
house and held a sa-
crificinl eeremony in
hongur of the floating
image that they suc-
geeded in hauling il
to the bank with a
small rope, now cons
sidered sacred,

Since thatday, the
image hus been
housed in the
chapel of Sothorn
Temple, after which
it is named, and the
people of Chachoeng-
sao province worship
it as the product
of a wonderful mira-
cle.

Luang Phor So-
thorn can be seento-
day; all it takes is
a T8=kilometre trip
by road eust [rom
Rangkok to Cha-
choengspo === also
known .as Padrew
==or a trip by rail-
way through 61 Ki-
lometres of rice-
fields full of white
and red lotuses to
Magasan — Railway
Station, and then on
HylCars e
- The templs was
formerly called Wat
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Hong (Swan Temple).

Lu"&ng Phor So-
thorn, six feet wide
at the base and cast
in the position of
meditation, is one of
the most beautiful
Buddha images in
Thailand,

Gilded with gold,
it is a product of the
Lanchang, or Laotian
school of sculpture
which is very popu-
lar  in Luang Phra-
bang province and the
couniry’s Northeast,

It has heen
disputed for many
years what kind ., of
material the image
is cast from under-

neath the gold. Some
say it must be wood
to support the legend
of its being found in
the river,

Others say the
very miracle of its
being, and its pure
holiness made it
float, not wood,

But no matter
what its base is made
of, the image is re-
vered, and people
come from all paris
of Thailand each year
to pay homage to it.

On the full-moon”

days of the fifth and
12th months of the
year, celebrations

are  held in Cha-
choengsao to worship

Luang Phor Sothorn.
And it-is -3 time
when the Thai and
Chinese schools of
-Buddhism get to-
gether, for bhoth
schools hold the
same high level of
respect for the
image,

Parades are held
on land and on the
river, Chinese dra-
mas compete for the
pilgrims®  attention
with the Thai Cha-
tri and Ramwong
dances and musie,

At night, the tem-
ple compound is a
blaze of small lights
as the celebrations
continue,
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