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INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION YEAR

Mr. Raja Roy Singh
of Supervisors

September 1,1969
International Years

The United Nations General Assembly has from time to time
designated certain special years. Thus there have been the International
Human Right Year-just ended. Earlier there were the International
Geophysical Year, the International Year of the Quiet Sun, International
Co-operation year, etc. _

The United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution in
December 1968 designation 1970 as “International Education Year. The
General Conference of Unesco, at its Fifteenth Session, also adopted a
resolution authorizing the Director-General of Unesco to assume primary
responsibility in collaboration with other Organizations for the prepara-
tion and execution of the International Education Year.

Why International Education Year?

In the world of to-da_v no society and no nation can afford to

remain uneducated. Education in its broadest sense is not only a power-

ful means for economic and social advance, but has now become a crucial

factor in human survival. Some decades ago the English auther, H.G. Wells,
had prophesied that the progress of mankind was a race between education
and catastrophy! This is now vividly reflected in the fast- changing world
of ln-(l;l}.

Awareness of what education can mean for national progress is

reflected in the drive to education which has marked the dv\'x‘lnlmu'nl of
countries all over the world. For example, there were 221 million pupils
enrolled in educational institutions in the world in 1950. By 1967 this

has increased to m-.-u'ly 500 million. Massive as the drive has heen. it

still leaves a vast majority of children out of school. Against 500 million

young people who are in educational institutions there are ‘at least 800
I . g > ’ 5 - aq v 3 3
million in the ag: group o-24  who are out of school, 44 per cent of the
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world adult population or over 15 years of age are totally illiterate.

Furthermore, the educational distance between the countries has increased

rather than diminished, e.g. 74 per cent of the population in age group

5-24 year is in schools in Northern America; in Europe it is 58 per cent.
As against this, in Africa only 21 per cent are in school, and in Asia

about 32 per cent. In developed countries a high proportion of students

are in secondary or higher education, while in the developing countries
it is the primary education which has by far the largest proportion of
pupils. Thus in Northern America about 37 per cent of the total enrol-
ment is in secondary and university levels; in Europe it is 36 per cent;
in Africa it is only 13 per cent; and in Asia 25 per cent. Almost 97 per

cent of scientists of the world are in developed countries.

The world of to- day is marked by “explosion of knowledge™. It is
estimated that scientific knowledge is doubling every ten years. The
total number of scientific journals was about 1,000 a hundred years ago.
Now it is 100,000. What is so dramatically illustrated in the devlopment
of science and technology is also true in other spheres of knowledge.
While our knowledge grows and educational facilities are trying to cope

with this expanding universe of knowledge, there is a crisis among the

youth. The old patterns do not scem to hold and there is a widening
gap between what the young are taught in school and what they see
around them. In this context, therefore, education is no longer a matter
of few years in school or learning what has been taught traditionally
for many years in the past. It has now become a life-long activity.
Unless a person is learning all the time, he finds himself out-of
.date, in his knowledge, in his skills, and even in the ways he should
react to the changing world. Out of this awareness has come the concept
of permanent education, or education that continues throughout life.
Given this situation, it was highly appropriate that 1970 should
be designated “International Education Year”. It marks the end of the

first Development Decade (1960-1970) and ushers in the second
Development Decade (1970-1980).



g
What is International Education Year?

International Education Year is not a celebration. There are four

underlying principles: First, it is the time when the nations of the world

should take stock of the present situation of education and training in
the countries and the world as a whole, to see how the younger genera-

tion is to be brought up to meet the challenges of the coming decades.

The Inter Education Year is therefore a year of reflection and it
and the beginning of a search for new directions. Secondly, the Interna-

tional Education Year is to focus attention on a number of major problems

and requirements in education. This is both to make more facilities available
for education and equally important for better education and higher

quality of life. Therefore the International Education Year fi.a yorati

action to reform and change to meet the changing mneeds. Thirdly, the
International Education Year should bring to the countries of the world
awareness of the needs of other eountries. Every country has some help
to offer to another country, Therefore, International Education Year is
a year for renewed and strengthened spirit of international cooperation
to further the cause of education. Fourthly, International FEducation Year
is time to make the problems of education and the values of education
known widely amongst the people. Therefore, is should be a year of the
making education a part of the thinking of the common people.

Within the wide framework the governments and international
CapRTAZations: - aTascugaged in developing a number of specific  projects
which will mark the International Education O st
been indicated, such as adult literacy, training of skilled manpower, wider
access to secondary and higher education, development of il
ARaPAzobsTaining of  toashers, strengthening the intellectual and moral
bezitage of mapking. But underlying all these projects is the basic need
to bring about a fundamental change in the pelicies and practies of
education and training. The urgent need is to prepare to look forward.

In the race between education and catastrophe, (sduc;lli?.h can win
if resources are mobilized and the vast creative potential of our young
people is realized in the task of international d""l‘lopmcnt,
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