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A Banner in the Chedi Wat Dork-ngoen

The only hope of finding yet some old painting is inside phra chedies or phra
prangs. Monuments covered by forests cannot yield murals or other kinds of painting
because tempera, the medium used by our old masters, cannot stand the humidity of
the underground. On the contrary, phra chedies and phra prangs are elevated from
the soil and as such are in a dry condition, apt to preserve painting as long as time
permits.

Some weeks ago, Mr. Kris Inthakosai, Deputy Director-General of the Fine Arts
Department in his expeditions to the region of Bhumipol Dam, where usually old
monuments are under the water of Menam Ping, had the good chance to discover
many objects of art in a small crypt of a phra chedi called Dork - ngoen in Tambol Hord,
Chiengmai. Among Thai bronzes and some Chinese ceramic of the Sung and early Ming
dynasties, there was an exceptionally large banner which, folded and rolled, was placed
in a vase of terra cotta. Two circumstances were favourable to the relatively good
conservation of the old painting: one, the dry atmosphere of small crypt, the other
to have been put upright in a vase of terra cotta.

The banner had been placed there by some pious person because it was so
worn out that it was no longer usable for the purpose for which it was made. To
propose the date of this banner is not easy because it presents peculiarities of style
wherein traditional forms are to be seen accompanied by primitive ones. Considering
that the painted cloth had been reinforced behind with a second piece to obtain more
durability, we think that the banner had lasted two or three hundred years before it
became unusable. Adding this figure to the antiquity of the phra chedi in which it
was found, we presume that the banner was executed 400 or 500 years ago.

That the banner was used for a long, long time_.is\earroboratéd, also by the
fact that its lower end where, as usual, a wooden staff-is” fixed to give more firmness
to the cloth was worn out and in order to put another staff;’about twenty centimetres
of the painting at the bottom corresponding to the compositionof."the mythical water
dwellers (nagas) had to be folded. Fortunately, this'lower part.folded to receive the
second wooden staff did not damage the painting very much,~Onthé contrary, when
the banner could not be used any more and was keptein\some place/as’d relic it was
folded in the middle, a thing causing the cloth to sever in“twe-and-torn ‘out badly.

As we have said, the style of the painting presents a ‘sharp différence between
the small images of gods and angels with that of the central image representing the
walking Buddha. The small figures still retain the characteristics of the Ceylonese
art, traceable in the mural of Srisatchanalai (1307-1327 4.D.) and in those of Wat
Rajaburana in Ayudhya (1444 A.D.).

Between the second half of the 19th and the 21st century B.E., the style of
many paintings of central Thailand retained characteristics of the Ceylonese specimens
and certainly, judging from the painting of the banner, also northern Thailand had
received, either directly or from Sukhothai, the same influence. We are inclined to
think that the north had followed the Sukhothai art because by comparing the murals
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of Srisatchanalai or those of Wat Rajaburana with those of the banner we notice that
the design of the latter is more conventional, that is to say, the painter followed a style
aniversally accepted in its fundamental expression. If our reasoning is correct, the
panner should have been executed about one hundred years after those of Wat
Rajaburana, approximately 1552 A.D.

While the painter of the banner was skilled in the aforementioned conventional
style depicting small figures, he could not draw properly the large image of the
walking Buddha which stylistically is a primitive expression. The facial lineament
may have been inspired by the northern statuary, while the right arm recalls the flowing
line of the Sukhothai statues, but neither the proportions nor the movement of the
body are related to the Sukhothai art. Indeed the posture looks clumsy showing that
the artist was not experienced in painting large images.

As we have said, the banner had been folded just in the middle causing a severe
damage to the painting in its middle part, cutting the Buddha image in two halves.
The composition of the banner which measures 3.40 m. in height and 1.80 in width
is formed by a central panel depicting the walking Buddha. From the traces still
left we notice that the image was gilded. The golden leaves were applied over a red
tint which enhanced the luminosity of the gold.

Over this central panel there is a horizontal band, 50 cm. high, decorated with
kneeling celestial figures worshipping either the image of the Buddha or his symbols
enshrined in two shrines (mondops) placed at the sides of the composition. Of the
symbols remain only a vague trace from which it is not possible to understand the
meaning. A Bho- tree was depicted in the center of the horizontal band, but the cloth on
which the tree was painted has been torn out. At both sides of the central panel
where the image of Buddha is painted, there are two vertical strips, 25 cm. in width
each, decorated with figures of gods, apsaras, gandharvas and other celestial beings
worshipping and singing the glory of the Master. Below, the\walking Buddha there
is another horizontal band, 50 cm. high, divided into two-'distinct compositions. At
left there are standing disciples of the Buddha whose robes are; as usual, painted in
red: the draftsmanship of these figures is rather coarse.//On thé right’side\there is a
fine composition which represents either some story of the Buddha’s lifeior a gathering of
royal and other important personages worshipping Lord Buddha: It is not possible to state
what it means because the middle part of the compd8ition'is obliterated; but-from the
figure of a brahmin and the fragments of some Boddhisattavas or other roval‘personages
we notice that both for its exquisite colouring and drawing this“part was' the best of
the painting.

The water-world is represented in a last horizontal band, 28 cm. high, wherein
the nagas, semi-human and semi-snake dwellers of the water, are composed harmoniously
amidst lotus flowers. The aforementioned mythical beings, treated in the conventional
style, deriving from Indianish specimens, are beautifully drawn and delicately coloured.

The background of all these figures as well as that of the image of the Buddha
is enriched by a shower of flowers and jewels coming down from Heaven. Therefore,
the painting, although no celestial ladder has been drawn as usually, it is in the same
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subject, represents the descent of Lord Buddha from the Tavatimsa Heaven, where the
Master had gone to teach the Doctrine to His mother. From Heaven the Teacher
is returning to Earth and a myriad of gods and angels accompanying him rejoice the
great event.

Under the image of the Buddha and the groups of celestial beings there are
inscriptions in an old Thai northern language which are so far undecipherable.

If the date we have suggested is correct, the banner would be the oldest example
of our polychromatic painting, or at least contemporary to the Traiphum (Thai Buddhist
Cosmology) of Ayudhya. In fact, here besides the usual ochres, red, black and white,
green and blue were also used either pure or blended with other tints giving variety
and harmony to the whole painting. But, both green and blue are used in such sparing
quantity the tonality remains a warm yellowish colour issuing from the various yellow
ochres and in lesser extent reds.

From this specimen and the illustrations of the Traiphum of the Ayudhya period,
which seem to be contemporary, we deduce that while murals remained monochromatic
till a much later period, in pictures painted on paper or canyas gnany.’colours were
used. The reason of this difference cannot be explained except that old painters were
afraid to use some colours not lasting when applied over the walls=which aré-prepared
with a certain amount of lime, and as lime destroys the pigmentsiof vegetal tints so,
to be on the safe side, our old masters used only terres:

The remains of the old painting are so scarce that any néw-discovery is most
important for our historical records.

The Fine Arts University,
Bangkok.
August 15, 1960

— & —


sas
nlt1




sas
nlt1


i aihoeinia Bous v ostipined oo wowinAi g8 winas Insnonda ool uaal fjand §wvon adom


sas
nlt1


‘wwSuaryy ‘piofy soydwy ‘piofy Suvny 1Y zxmcméaosg YEEEUILE
i A4 -~ -~ °

1]

© Wit

YesrleUel

Eey


sas
nlt1


DT EFLEQE e
-

a&mma..nain,?t%w

= 2 g

gncepr wesrcengc ro
%
£ w
C__\\.N@@Rhcﬁnmm WS—._M

)

L = g

(cte


sas
nlt1


wSusryny ‘piopy soydwy ‘Suoyy 148 .y fo 1pay)

zxmoaﬁ&ﬁso? YEREUILE Zﬁhmanaaﬁ
i ¥~ ° v O~ pv

® E_.F

“wwSusryr) ‘piopy soydwl ‘Fuoog 1payn 1wy fo 1pay)

a
RSwoqu@oSe? YELEUILE DMERYLIBLAWLD
i ) ° pPY T pw

d&


sas
nlt1


‘wwuoryy ‘plopy soydup . ‘ d ‘us0Su -
‘wpyy-y1o(] 104 u1 280w DYppng pouInt D puv 1PIYY wuduony) ‘pioyy soyduy “uodu-sioq Al Jo 1)

] 3
stva‘fahxo? YerREUILE ﬁccmesha\.ﬁhmsguhinxz\mmﬁ
1 b d ~ -~ ° ° ~

© wnw < UfTE

RSN»EW“&%SP? wereuILe RZCQQ@W\W@S

%o


sas
nlt1


;‘uﬂﬁ g

4 4 ' 4 4 4 L\lb Z- sz o < :Z '
i'll?’l & llogn ¢ ZV?ZJW?JG‘Z/B\’N\?‘YIBVW?{WWZJ AINLUTIIE DN (HRIUNBEEA (YHIIAN
One part of ancient objects found in Amphoe Hord, Chiengmai.

©e


sas
nlt1


i
Z]JVI oYo)
1/4 4 ' £ 4 4 :_,\lz_ T sz 6 « o 4 sz '
TUN @0 UDYN ea TIUWHIYDITIYRINYAAULIAIINIUTIUADINIWBUNRED RN VALY YLl

Y 1
o One part of ancient objects found in Amphoe Hord, Chiengmai.


sas
nlt1


4
glhfl ® le

Wi’.‘/’M’mﬁiL/ﬂJJﬂl‘Ifﬂ\HlﬁZJ‘leJWﬂv

ﬁ'lﬁ)?JJUUUZ’)EJ'NWi&"MgVIﬁiL/ng‘Z/YIVH

W?N?’IZ]M:U?VIJJLF E]ﬂWT"WW‘ﬁi’L/t‘I?EN?WJJllUUNHJJ

4 <
B\?ﬂﬂﬂNLUZJW)’“‘?’N\HﬂiBOL/‘I\WIJ‘JJ'JZJWI"H‘]JJW')‘IIJJW W)’BWJ”’[JJWYWIH Z’)lJ'IﬂﬁWWﬁW?

m@iﬂﬁQLﬂWQTBQﬂﬂﬁWQLLﬂu@\‘]ﬂ‘UT\NBthhlﬂﬂf’ﬂﬂf’)fﬂ‘ﬁﬂ_}WW]?N'E]fJﬂ
Buddha images of late Chiengsaen style.

[ A %5 L > ) ~ A ‘L;
ngv\’lﬂﬁfl/aﬂﬂmfﬂﬂllﬂu‘D‘UWﬂﬂ oy ngwylﬁ'il/ﬂﬂﬂlslfﬂ\”lﬂu‘ﬁk’llfﬂ

4 1 & 6/
W?JJWVUZUGZWJJL7ﬂﬂWi"’W7’lﬁfL/l‘D'ENGZWJJllUUNﬁJJ uay WI“WWﬁ'fI/l‘D’UV?WJJHUUWUVf

maslwmmmwwrwmiﬂ - mﬂu“lu"'ﬂmmﬁammummmaaﬂ L
Buddha images of early (rbght) and late (left) Chiengsaen stvles.


sas
nlt1


™

sy

es

g
e

5 e
-

Smme
-

.
- -

-
et

o
o

S
o
o

s
o

o

o
o

o
e L
SRR o

i P
L
o

R G B
o -
e - o

i
A

.

el
e

T

e

r aa

e d o
CONSIUNITR I BHINALBTEIVD

«J

-

1

L

-

A

L daa
WTLUNIAABDTYIUD 8UW L9 W HBH

v

o

AININDINY

A

HNNTLANNIVITIAWT LY

o/

1

]

Wi’sWV)ﬁZ’J‘L/‘Zu


sas
nlt1


*23pw1 pyppng 1p1sL1) ‘o8pun pyppng 1pIsk1)

4 4
nhm»hsmﬁﬁxmoa\ﬁmkﬁn HYLLAMTL m,.@nﬁxz\.;c:nhi Rm:.?ﬁmm BHRCLLEDLICUTNIZLM
) v i -~ Vs, ~ v -3 4 ~ -

© B © :
eo ufe qe Uit



sas
nlt1


CET O EEL LTH L LZ
) - —

CEHFECRAEIEEZ SIS T
°

20 [IE
un

LN

<

FrEC L ITHSNVE
© - -3

DLELIICLGRZCUTNIALM
e ¥y 3

o


sas
nlt1


Y
Wooden Buddha image.

)

S L
i

i by
.

weewnssJungmayln

wzﬂ A

S

,g,,,mw

.
e
o

o

F
.
. a“

-
ﬁ?&ii}’

o f: .
s‘ s
.

e
-

Hgm;ﬁ
G

o

G
o
.
L
G
o
o

i

. . . - L . . o ..

S

i].]ﬁ lwo

L]
P

it e
s
- -
i x«mwwm, o »&ﬁ,xz«.mﬁs«xvi( -
i R

@%liém
o

o

o
o -
o =

- mﬁiwi ;:Zéﬁxx'i»éixw o
.

4 4
WIgWHALYHINDY
Crystal Buddha image.

i
G
s

o
mwmm
.

o

e

-
.

-

«ammmm
e

mm . v

e .
. e
.

e

fo¥s)


sas
nlt1


\,SE,Ecmmﬁ@@»ﬁ\“mﬁbngam\E
' i v v

Ea— W—HW

MmLugregI1il
AR

lr

7

M

[ ERSC
-z

ac:ﬁmmsrnhz

=@ U[ie

ve


sas
nlt1


. i
N ke

' Qo J A o J

NINBNIFIWYBDIWTLIWTERN? UIBWINNNATY

Thé-upper part of the banner representing kings or bodhisattvas.
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Bronze model of a chedi. Metal flags dedicated to Buddhism.
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Stone crouching deer wearing a gold mask.
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Gold and silver miniatures found in chedis.
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Chinese bowl.
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Chinese bow! decorated
with peacock designs.
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Terra-cotta model of a Chinese junk.
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Bowl, decorated in under-glaze blue, with design of playing children.
Mark & period of Chia Ching (1522-1566). Height 19 cm. Diameter 39.5 cm.
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Bowl, decorated in blue under a crackled glaze. Eight Immortals :
(1. Chang Li-chuan 2. Ho Hsieh-ku 3. Chang Kuo 4. Lu Tung-pin
. Han Hsiang-tzu 6. Tsao Kuo-chiu 7. Li Tieh kuai 8. Lan Tsai-ho)
paying courtesy to the God of Longevity, painted in iron red, green & yellow enamels.
Mark Hsiian Té ( 1426-1435 ). Probably 16th Century. Height 8.5 cm. Diameter 17 cm.
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