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The Noble Eightfold Path consists of : (‘Jé‘i‘iﬂ ﬂ)

1. Right Understanding- the development and application of one's
intellectual capabilities for the sake of un;]ersmnding and resolving
the problems of selfishness and suffering,

2. Right Thought - thoughts free from lust, thoughts free from illwill

and thoughts free from cruelty.
3. Right Speech- to abstain form harsh language, lying and vain talk.

4. Right Action - to abstain from killing, stealing, intoxicating drink
and sexual misconduct. (For monks complete celibacy is expected,
" laymen are advised to abstain from adultery or other inappropriate

sexual behavior.)
5. Right Livelihood - the avoidance of any occupation which leads to

harm or undesirable conduct such as dealing in intoxicating drinks,

slavery or murder weapons.

6. Right Effort - the exertion of one’s will and self-discipline to
develop wholeésome mental states and overcome unwholesome states.

7. Right Mindfulness - This is probably the most important and pro-
found aspect of Buddhist mental development and includes a variety

of different meditation practices and psychological techniques. Such

practices and techniques are varied according to one's individual
spiritual needs and personality structure and include developing

awareness of unconscious motives and impu]ses.

8. Right Concentration - the training of the mind to remain con-

centrated on a single object and not wander from thought to

thought.
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Religion is the spiritual principle of man. Without it man
ceases to be human. The present world situation has proved beyond
doubt that it is because of our negligence of religions principles
that real happiness cannot be found.

We have evolved from the primitive stage when we used to

be cave-dwellers. This is due (o the development of our own
Wisdom. We must therefore strive to foster that development of

ours.

May our efforts be crowned with success
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THE RELEVANCE OF BUDDHISM IN THE
MODERN WORLD
By
H.S.H PRINCESS POON PISMAI| DISKUL

Prestdent

THE WORLD FELLOWSHIP OF BUDDHISTS

Throughout history the practiec, adherence and helief in religion has
been a virtually universal aspect of human society. And as a rule, the
increase in complexity and sﬂphiatiuafinn of a given x:uiture bore with it
an accompanying increase in the level of ethical and philosophical develop-

ment of that society’s religious thought.

Today we find mass atheism, skepticism and indifference. True,
these antior non-religious attitudes existed in earlier times, even back into
ancient Greece and India, But in olden times they were largely conflined
to select groups of philosophers or other exclusive minorities, Today these
ideas have penetrated to nearly all social levels (regardless of education)
among the advanced nations of the world, In Europe and America they

have insidiously encroached upon the traditional forms of religion, Educated

members of the free Asian nations have bhegun to follow in the same direction

It is not religion alone which seems threatened. Ethics, philosophy
metaphysics and mysticism also appear to wither before the onslaught of
industrialization, science and psychology. Such concepls as justice, virtue,
Infinite Being and Transcendental Absolute which occupied the minds of
the ancients are now challenged as being hypothetical at hest, At worst
they are pure verbiage and syllogisms lacking empirical and experiential

verification, Spiritual experiences now take the status of psychological

phenomena and sometimes can be better induced by chemistry than by
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meditation or prayer. Lthies as a philosophy suffers the same fate as
metaphysics. Ethies as behavioral codes for conducting one’s life, are, in
the eyes of traditional moralists, hecoming mocked and disregarded.

Such are the features of the modern age. What then of religion?
Even the newest of the existing major religions, Islam, is well past
its first millennium, Christianity rapidly approaches its two-thousandth
birthday, while Taoism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Zoroastrianism
and Jainism all share roughly contemporary origins dating around
500 B.C, Judaism and Hinduism extend even further back into
antiquity,

Our religions, then, are all products of bygone eras. They arose at a
time when men thought in terms of magic, spirits and myths, Insanity
was demon possession; hallucinations, message {rom the divine, The sun

moved around a stationary world. and one’s fate could be altered magie

ritual or by flattery and offerings to supernatural powers,

Banana leaves as wrappings and thatched grass for roofs have been
used for centuries, With the advent of paper, plastics and sheet metal
they quickly fell into relative disuse, Will the same happen to religion
as men learn to modify and control their environment and unlock the
mysteries of creation ? Will devout congregations he sought out and
serutinized by anthropologists and psychologists in the same manner that

these scholars now pursue the Australian aborigines ?

Each religion must endeavour Lo answer these questions and
challenges in its own, As a Buddhist, I shall endeavour to answer these

question within the framework of Buddhist thought.

First of all, before any meaningful approach can be taken towards
a Buddhist poesition. one must clarify what form of Buddhism one is consi
dering. The religious movement started in the Fifth Century B.C. by

Gautama Buddha has in the intervening centuries taken on diverse forms
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and paths of development as it spread to new lands and cultures and inter-
mingled with local heliefs and practices, Thus I wish to confine my discussion
to the forni of Buddhism known as Theravada, which is the prevailing religion
of Ceylon, Burma, Thailand, Cambodia and Laos. But I must he even more
specific than this; for T do not wish to discuss the various local traditions,
ceremonies and later schools of thought which have become attached to
Theravada. Rather I shall discuss the earliest known form of Buddhist
thought....the teachings of the Buddha as recorded in the Pali language

scriptures known as the Suttas and Vinaya.

If one confines his attention to these earliest known Buddhist
cisrptures, the Western reader is often surprised by the contemporary ideas

contained in writing which date back over 2000 years.

Perhaps most appealing to the modern mind (whether  scientifically

oriented or not) was the Buddhist emphasis upon free and rational inquiry,
“Do not believe out of blind faith, do not believe out of seripture, do not
believe out of tradition”, said the Buddha, “Do not believe me just because
it is I who speak. But when you have seen, examined and experienced for
yourself, then believe.” Only the mind freed of vested interests and preju-
dices will really he able to see and truly understand. Thus we read, “If
others speak against me or against our Order, be not angered or dejected.
If they praise, be not elated, Rather analyze what has been said and weigh
its merits.,” Unlike the mystics of his time, the Buddha made full use of
logic, debate and reasoning based upon experiential data rather than meta-
physical. He placed experience before logic in his quest for truth, and thus
when he did use logic, it was based upon facts readily admitted by all,
Instead of commenting upon Ultimate Reality, he spoke of craving and
sorrow, of ordinary human experience. For, he explained, it is in the here and

now that we can act and thus affect our destinies Moreover the Buddha
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never claimed a monopoly on truth, The truth is there for any man to find.
His authority lay only in the fact that he had discovered it first and could

show others the way to this discovery.

In order to explain the central concepts of Buddhist teaching and

practice we should first note the way in which Buddhism views man and

his relationship to the world about him.

The Buddha regarded the question of ultimate heginnings as irrelevant

to the problems of life in the present, Change and cause and effect are the
paramount features of the Buddhist concept of the universe. All things
mental, physical and social go through an unending process of birth, grnwth
decay and death. Nothing finite is static, immortal or unchanging. Whatever
has an origin is subject lo cessation, be it man or mountain, consciousness
~or constellation. And what is it that regulates this unending flow of flux and
mutation? The answer is cause and effect. Each existing condition hecomes
the cause of future conditions, and these effects in turn become the causes
of conditions which rise after them., Even the world itself will after
great eras of time wear away, but other worlds have existed bhefore, and
others will continue to arise into the unending future, There need not
then be a beginning or an end to time but rather etlernal cause and effect
with world evolutions and dissolutions stretching back into the infinite
past and continting into the infinite future. All of these concepts are
clearly stated in the Pali scriptures and require no degree of alternation

or reinterpretation to find compatibility with the views of modern science.

Such is the way in which Buddhism views man and the world. How

does this relate to the religion as lived and practised?

In Buddhist thought the central issue in life is neither philoso-
phical in the sense of resolving ultimate mysteries nor religious in the

sense of worship, rites and ceremonies, Rather the prime concern is happiness
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and sorrow, There are moments of true happiness and fulfillment and
moments of sorrow, frustration, irritation and despair. All this come about
through cause and effect, and pleasurable and displeasurable mental states
are no exceptions, Thus the solution to living is to understand those

factors which produce desirable or undesirable states of mind and with such
understanding guide our lives in such a way as to minimize the unwhole-
some while developing the wholesome to its maximum possible realization.

Consequently the central teaching of Buddhism is the Four Noble Truths.

The First of the Four Truths simply states that suffering, frustra-
tion, discomfort and unwanted experiences in general are an inherent
aspect of life. The Second states that the primary cause of such discom-
forts is desire or misdirected pleasure-seeking. By the Third we are told
that suffering can be overcome, and the Fourth is the means by which this

is done.

The last of these Four Truths, known as the Eightfold Path,

thus forms the basis of Buddhist practice. It includes the disciplines, the

practices and the insights by which one grows spiritually,

Feelings and desires determine our behaviour and also our conse-
quent happiness or sorrow, Therefore the purpose of the Eightfold Pathis
to produce by means of self-training a new and better human being and
to enable one to progressively mature towards the relative or absolute reali=
zation of the Noble Truths. These practices are both negative and posi-
tive. On the negative side one seeks the eradication of greed, egotism,
delusion. The positive ones are to cultivate and develop kindness, equani-
mity, wisdom and insight. Greed, hatred and other unwholesome mental
states are not only predisposed to sorrowful consequences; in addition they
are in and of themselves agitated and discomforting. Cﬂnversei;}, kindness
and compassion are more than forerunners of happy conditions: by their

very nature they are lofty and rewarding experiences.



&b

It should be noted that Buddhism regards the human mind as a
compounded phenomenon of various attributes and qualities. Consequently
the techniques for development and purification of the mind must likewise
be multi-dimensional and varied in accordance with individual needs.
Educating the mind to right understanding; guiding speech, habits and pro-
fession into harmonious life patterns; cultivation of discipline and energy
and meditative stilling of the mind to bring about awareness of subtle
thoughts and feelings that normally escape awareness...these are the tech=
niques by which one progresses along the Eightfold Path. This is the prac-

tice of Buddhism as originally taught by the Buddha himself.

Now, acknowledging that actions are pmreedmll first by thought
and motivation, we see that good and evil originate from the mind. Thus
a mind which has realized the Buddhist goals of subduing greed, hatred
and egotism while developing kindness, wisdom and compassion is a mind

which will have a natural and spontaneous virtue. The need for arbitrary

rules of conduct will be greatly lessened and one’s goodness will be genuine

rather than enforced.

It may he seen that while Buddhism proceeds from a very different
set of premises than most other religions, we note a nearly complete agree-
ment as to the standards of ethical conduct: love, kindness, charity and
generosity are universally hailed by all of man’s great religions regardless
of whatever their doctrines are built upon any concept and Buddhism not
only teaches to be kind; by psychological practices it tells how to achieve
the genuine feeling that is kindness. For kindness and compassion, like all
other aspects of the mind and this universe, arise through cause and

effect

In our discussion of Buddhism to this point we see it as a system
of psychological principles and practices which an individual can apply to
the benefit of his own spiritual advancement and emotional well being.

Thus the prime value of Buddhism in the modern world is that it shows
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one away to happiness and peace of mind regardless of the political and
social environment. However, it would be erroneous to assume that the
Buddha’s doctrine was personal to the exclusion of concern for human

relationship and society at large,

The reason for emphasis upon individual development was founded
upon the prineiple that the blind cannot lead the blind; or as the Buddha
stated. “One, himself sunk in the mire of greed and delusion. cannot pull
another out of that mire.” One should first purify onesell to be able to

show the way to others.

We can only have a better world when we first have better people.
Fear, jealously, egocentrism, hatred and greed are the original causes of
human strife, be it petty crime or global war. Education, legislation and
arbitration, while useful countermeasures, will not suffice to penetrate to
the core of human motivation and alter one’s basic feelings. Buddhism is

structured to do just this. In fact such is its primary concern.

Personality cannot be separated from society. While the sum total
of personalities determines the character and quality of a given society,
conversely society influences and formulates the development of persona-
lity. This fact was readily acknowledged by the Buddha. He did not advo-
cate social reforms such as we think of tndai&' but did deal directly with
the social injustices of the time. Perhaps the best example is the caste
system. He did not advocate a social revolution to replace this system,
but any person who became a Buddhist ceased to have caste identity and
thus was no longer subject to caste regulations. He thereby afforded
men and women a way to escape from this social injustice. In similar

manners he opposed slavery and elevated the social status of women.

Recognizing that civilizations have flourished under a variety of

different political systems and that because of the universal law of change
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no society or culture will endure forever, the Buddha did nol advocate any
particular type of government. When speaking of monarchies he said the
responsibility lay with the King, and the king should cultivate justice,
charity, compassion and virtue both for the prosperity of the nation and
as an example for the government ministers and common citizens. A few
states with seemingly democratic procedure of administration existed at the
time of Buddha, and of these he said that they would continue to flourish so
long as the citizens could assemble and meet in harmony and would

maintain good moral standards.

In the centuries following the Buddha, his followers built hospitals
and rest-houses in accordance with his teaching of compassion. The great
Indian Emperor, Asoka, in the third centuryB.C,,as a result of his conversion
to Buddhism, stopped all wars and conquests, built wells and carried

out other acts of puhlin welfare. Other Buddhist rulers have followed
this example.

And of illness he said : “Whosoever would honour me, whosoever
would follow me, whosoever would take to my advice, he should wait upon
the sick.”” And to his disciples he said ‘‘Go forth into the world to spread
the Teaching for the benefit, welfare and happiness of all beings.” Once
the kindness and compassion gain prominence in human motivations, then
will men strive to better the world in whatever way their immediate
environment affords, be it food given to a hungry stranger or a multimil-
lion dollar campaign against world hunger.

Thus, we Buddhists are trying to follow his sublime steps.

May all beings be well and happy in a just Peace.
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The Buddha said : “It is certainty hard to change one’s set opinions, hut

a man should let himself freely test all philosophical systems, adopting

and rejecting them as he sees fit. Bul the man who is wise no longer
concerns himself with this or that system (of philosophy), he neither

prides nor deceives himself. He goes along his independent way.”

(Sutta- Nipata 785-780)

e o gy I e ¥ o4

& ms | .l ﬂl q: --'.'1I|I
WISANTBIANTH D] : ﬂ‘?ﬂl’ﬁﬁﬂﬂl’ﬁﬂﬂﬁm*ﬁEﬁﬂﬂﬂ RUANE LAUALANKELL Y
(;( f & rJH | il
n13eInIImn Hﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁ'ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂ‘]ﬂ?ﬁﬂﬁﬂr‘fm&Eﬂﬂllﬁﬂﬂﬂiﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁ;ﬂﬁﬂﬂ L A

- w Wb Lo @ J L e o B [
155!]5'11'1?1“%? ﬁfﬂﬂﬂf}ﬁﬂ\ldﬂ’ﬁﬁﬂ'ﬁﬂ?ﬂﬂEHH?HHM‘?EHJJLtﬂbﬁﬂﬂﬁ'ﬂﬂﬁ‘h‘?

' i o F r ! e s | I L ' J o =)

H.F']qﬁﬂﬂf{rﬂﬂf‘gly1ﬂﬂﬂ\lﬂﬂéﬂﬂﬁfﬂﬂﬂﬁ? 3ﬂﬂﬁ'3ﬂﬂﬂ??ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ?ﬂﬂﬁﬂ'}ﬂ NuInia
f ] r =

Fagiawie 4z 1surgonlygnauier (Raganumzut) nsanasnamuias

!LF‘;L‘H ?#El’jﬂ%hjﬂﬂi‘ﬂ'ﬂ‘ﬂ ENL"I."]TFFEIEE?H

('Eglmmﬁmm Ve -oa D)




2
ssuumsAnw ludssina lngy

I9/

T > 4
A3. 19 FIRANIVYY

ﬂ']’iHH‘HT‘IL‘L{f'ﬂﬂﬂ'\{WEJ'EE;THFIJTMTUH??‘HEU‘BEH?HH at

! ¥ ﬁ'rt.- L= S | R L]
JITAMITNATLULAT HBENIINUY Lﬁﬂ“ﬁﬂﬂﬂiﬂﬁ?ﬂﬂﬂ?? JANTI FINE

iLs

f & I [ ) L= o =
T'Mj;]h'rﬁﬂ 7 At NI ¢] 31 G?Hﬂﬂﬂiﬂﬁﬂ’ﬂlﬂ'ﬂﬂ‘ﬂLﬂﬂﬂ\l‘ﬁﬂ

o P P s o =] E 'I'-': £
JJ'\lﬂ ‘HTHFIJ']NE’HHF?“HEH‘HE‘E NFeniNANKITNII NIV NA Lﬁﬂ?&"l?’?
u

L o r e =1 ' ] ] o oo
L?TT%TEUUHTE‘FIﬂH’IE‘EI'HﬂJJI{JﬂM WIAT VYR UINNANILUL R IUBN

oy e %
ﬂ?ﬁﬁyﬂﬁ?‘.:ﬂhlh‘

o 4
a. JEAUNIIANEI
] | al (¥ |
NIy entdd « el fo

&
@.® ﬂ'l:llﬂ'lﬂﬁ'ﬂﬂ'l

=
2. Uszouanw

o <5
@.m WHEHUANHI

4
®.C QﬂNHﬂHT

a E' W =

AT UM LT YA UNATANHININRTY LWHUNNITA NS IR ITIN WA, o o

a I e | e A o ga oo | -
ﬂ'lﬂﬂﬂ']?ﬂ]'?ﬂliﬂ'!ﬁﬂﬂﬂ'l Lﬂuﬂ'1'51’1T']‘L'H“r"i‘iﬂ‘lﬁlmlﬂﬂiﬂﬂ'lqnﬂ%ﬂ'ﬁﬂﬁ'm,lﬂm:}'l

‘F"n'! n\!l.i o

ey 2 o ail v Has I o i o
unitinszytmantimasszaun lmiunuusen lunslgun Tsageunis e an

I b il

o - 1 o il = I & e
wmﬁu’rﬁﬂnmh?_mmm @ U wany lTasEutiunantl ¢ wie a U



o loy

o v U A & i ) i al il
ARTUTUUTEONANET  NIMuA LIeenUY b Uszlen  navislee

= o ] o -l
Usepufinwinaunu @ ¥4 wazdielondseanfinunontats o T%  IWUmEN

g A4 a

=l e v oAy L s i L
I‘i ST enus ﬂ‘]ﬂﬂﬂuﬂﬁ'}ﬂﬂﬂﬁ\lﬂﬁl IENI8L7IN1NY T LANVILTEUIL 133 IElﬂ

=) 72 R | c | =1 I
Ussaafinwnauny  awnnNdssainsssoulse lenlssaufnsnautsnne

[ ST T T S T

i P P o S i
ﬂ‘itﬂﬂﬂﬂ'ﬁ‘ﬂﬂﬂLﬁﬂﬂ*ﬂﬂT'HLTEIMJ'IEU!JF'Iﬂ‘H’lﬂE]Hﬂﬁ']ULHHHEH‘H%'LTI‘HEI'ILTEIH‘IF!

E w pr

| “-| = o’ R~ F] L =
TUNTHNANEWLIDENIUY Ia d78 ADRIEFWNUALUAIEDITN  UTHNANK

s i al e o A 2 =l el o
gmaguuiseniy v Usslon aodsslonusourneinouny §1381038% @ U

w el H o

w S & -l &l a o
Jse lunuseNan®Ineulaty MIGNTIN b U B IMTUNSINANEIRIEDITNUY N

J | 1 A o - (¥ | & i
Luseenuy & Uszlomguwingany  AoUse lonNsIuANMINDUARNLINILTEY

=

s P - =l il
m U Uselonysanfneinaudasuiaansey o o

L ;é.l!i [

ﬂwﬂﬂﬁﬂmzﬂ"uqﬂuﬂﬂm lowen lUsasnmaninngas TINVANANTADY

[ i s = P -~ i a o ) Al

nanTsnuandsgy lsunasgyuen nanlaonily  vangnadsgyginaan
i il o By

WHITBLANTIU @ U TU 1

I i o a a & - v g iy 1
na1alanse  SUAUAISANYIYD INENIUATLLLADY @ TEaUNMY LA La

LTI e e A o v oA v o o o B

= 'I L

DOAUNDUL IRFANY T LUTINUNT JILTUNNTOUIALVIANN @ IUU MITULITY
o A o

ITERIALUULY e+ mF+an+lo+e

+m

I VR I R ¥ , v ows B

1 o A oy W a A 1\ &
BLIPSLAR ULELERRG R A A DR Dk L R KLY G R LR L

1 Ka w

ad [ al ¥ s 7 = o W
ﬂNE?Q?EH?Tﬁ @—ad U RNDAILUMILNIIANEINIALIN L 11&72‘:“1'1»]1&%1?]1’]%

y o s . ¥ al i 9 @y el
AUANILNOIIVUTLONANHINDUNU—LUUDE 1IN wasn laan1sdsenieaaiantg

o g | |

e LV P | 2l | ( e o &
ANMIMALIALILY o U tDusemua  1agvwiinuat  ae lunisansininLIny

al bl
gosdsand inosutu o U navee



oo

&
b UseiAnvosanIuanyl

a dv tH A i “ | o 4 ol
anurnsnaendsuine lmnisanwwnenlume s ine wenoenliu Ussian

| a2 g wr | 1!1
aH19N219 9 Lanene luu
pr wes | = - v ¥ N
o lsaTeudsza vialoun laatan nUses 1 u InnIIu AN WIS 319~
) LEFY e F | 6 o al t:
U NUTLONANY lsaveutsaany mnmmmuuﬁfuwmﬂnalumwm
I X ] - al v L B -l
UseE1Tu  naUU ﬂwmwﬁnmﬁnmuu;,iﬂﬂn'lmﬁqﬁqumﬂﬂ aaulu lvasau

1 ) vl o - = al e T
Jsinny Lm‘luﬁmw!uu NMITUITYIT LT ToUUTST IR DU IR I TUUIN 1D
w F-Y 1 s s
BIANITUINITRIUTINGA

ol - I F-| i i . | E]
Bl LTUTHULNALIN ‘!.ﬂun'I*rmﬂu'umq‘lumﬂmﬂmﬁ URLLNALIR Lo

B PN a m L7 i o, i | ¥ oo
sutmnsmInInm wne U Yy ATaILNasnALI LITeudssanuIndon

Y - E K
IuseauTenurneINIEn

al v ¢ | e < o W [
oo l30Tnsgvn launlsaseussed lusennansnsumae lu

- . - ol o i | - i
nrznasrnensms  laowanlsaseusguaauegnunaiensa  salng seuan

e o

all | s H
LIITWRLDANIN NN D LA U

A «l w I al el 2l o & L
o.m.e  HOMANINAUAAT I.Lll».'IEIEHI.UHINI.THHHmﬂﬂﬂ?h'ﬂdﬂﬂu‘lﬂﬂﬁu

Un . %mﬁuﬂgjﬂﬂﬂumf:ﬂu .nel 9 MRS INTFANE 1INHDUNITEN

- Heoeaa v oy ¥ 4 a - 4w -
JIgen weNIINUBRIMIREMNLIU  FULURDIUANHIHNUANT LTELNT Wi
4y & B & ) & (¥ | P g gld] g f
TINADUNSULATY N.F. © FU0ITLAY U.nA 11’1511&!!1&13“1]1141’1'11%%111Hﬂﬂ;ﬁl"lwm

le.n ar E’ |FII‘-l:I' =}

a g 1 | ¥ =i |
*ﬂuunﬂﬂgmﬂﬂﬂ AU MEIREMIUIUNEIUNINGY  AIBENDUNDIDNY

1

- e A o o = al e v s (¥ = e A
WWWINTITYI ﬂ'r'ﬁ‘.il.II‘Ha.'iﬂ'H.‘II’I‘EﬂﬂEHHﬂLTﬂHiHTEﬂUﬂ‘EﬁﬂMﬂHH"ILLﬂEMﬁE!!JFif‘I‘H'l

o & o

A al o & & & 2 o a4 v oo B4
maimunﬁnumnﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂzJﬁ:urmmﬁﬁ'ﬂu mmluﬂmuﬁﬂmmwﬂﬂﬂﬂlm

Lo dgda 1 g A o |

o = &5 F [ 1 &l

§IMTUIRURSNARBIITINIIANST NADINDUlTATEUTIWIN  UAlIENTONUT
o = & & M A P | al -~

T99l900a15 mmuﬁmuﬂnmmnmﬂﬂwmﬂumaa‘luﬂmiuumﬁwmﬂmm

il (¥ e = t i v 8 | o
ﬂmunnmﬂﬂym:hmwmm fin -ﬂ'ﬂ}]ﬂﬂﬂﬂ']ﬂlﬂﬂ'ﬁﬁ?ﬂ 1T9RINTNNTTHN 'Hﬂﬂ'i



od &

£ P =l i i o=l i o | o

..l @OUARNIITIONTN  LAUNLTOTEUNITES 1TITHUN1IY 19anT

Fe | i ol | 1 [ Fo | Y - |
lsoiseugane  [3070u9neaT19  1T0S8UmImYonts  11aTommist 1

< =l &2 o = ER ® v A 2
LS THULNENTATIY 'ﬁ&lUﬂINuTﬂHﬂﬁ]ﬂﬂﬂuIH?ﬁﬂUNEHMﬂﬂE‘IﬂEHHHLLﬁ:’ﬂﬂu

I & wr

Uang UMW ININADUIRNIL '!l"H S UM UBSNLILMIRBUIEAY a8, 187y

LY oS =l H =l ¥ i = ail i 2
NUISALITIT WL wwﬁnﬂmﬂm'm 3.6 Useen ol wanaInlsaseus .

2 oo ol

WH Emlu'ﬁﬂ ‘LFM EEIEJFI N 1878 Eﬂ'ﬁ'Wﬂd ﬂﬂ'?".l AR Eﬁ?ﬂ"f‘iﬂ'}ﬁ ﬂL‘Hﬂ 'Hﬂ a‘r'lil"lﬂnéi

w0

LNHATAITY 'J’#’Tﬂ'iﬁﬂ'ﬁ']dﬂﬂﬂ'i 1 '-'Jﬂﬁ’lﬁ?ilﬂ‘fﬂ'l']]”]ﬂfl]ﬂ‘] iR ﬁl?lﬂﬂl% 114-75'?’1‘1]

b -

el (¥ Fo -] e
UsenAusunT? 'E']'HWTTHQJ LLﬂ']T'iE]'TﬂEilﬂﬂHﬂU"ﬁLﬁﬂ ﬂﬂlUﬂﬂﬂHqu 1AL U.f1.

Uneng 11 ".iﬂtl']ﬁEII.‘Ir'tﬂﬁﬂﬂ’{leﬂ‘i'ﬁl UNEBUITITIINNN  IUTIRY UF. @
_d" i
R

al B v X &l 4 w
‘ﬂﬂﬂ TR/ UU LT_IH.ﬁ ﬂ“mﬂﬂﬁﬂ‘iﬁ'ﬂﬂ'ﬁﬂﬁﬂ ﬂﬂuﬂ'mﬂﬂﬂ ﬂﬂJ T2H88

¥ gas
mmuﬁnmﬂnmwmww "Hﬂﬂuﬂmwﬂﬂﬂm‘Hﬂuﬂuﬂuﬂﬂﬁﬂwﬂhmﬂ wru
IsaTima1snnT s LLﬂxTNnuumunﬂﬂwﬁﬂqmwmwmaum i TsaTou
L i M) ad » & o i I P -
WUNINIRTS LDuaL 'lmxﬂ:umwwwaﬂgwwuw".a‘lﬂmm:r'mmu‘lﬁma:

o a P 5 a4 Ay w I - a 4
ETEUITIDITNN INYU rITHEI']'HTﬁﬂ‘]:i‘"f'i\}‘[ﬂilﬂﬁ“?ﬂﬂ?ﬁ?ﬂﬂ'ﬂ’“ﬂﬁﬂuﬂLWﬂﬂﬂu']'."ﬂ"l

- e | al a . ' oA e - al
EIWW‘[HHH'H'I‘]‘IFMTJHLUHﬂ'ﬁlwmﬂy MWD IFANEUAARDUNANITLUNAFTDU AN

v e s d gl d g »~ 4 IR S -
WANEATIZHEAU URSITMILAROUNIUUITITIU T8 17U lunaanun iy ] NOIMIT
- E XK

LIBUTIIEU
s o A d : 2 a a2
ﬁﬂ'mﬂﬂﬁ']'}"ﬂTETﬁWﬂﬂﬁ1'3N1Hﬂ%ﬂ'|ﬂ1ﬂﬂ'l'ﬁ"].l’f'lﬁ’ﬁ-ﬂpluﬂﬂﬂﬂ'ﬁ"ﬂﬂ'ﬁ?ﬂﬂkﬂ
L7
NInun

= v = ol & = = al & L
..o LyoLiguamensin Taoauusounne s adulsasousgun uas
al i s 4 B | wal PR A LT
LnseumamananINsNAnEEna Wy i3 nseuluainneeininds g Anm

el B o o L2 e -
lrnsautssnmuibnsaulussnl we. au uas a9 Unemenny  andnn



o &

o - R _ (¥ 2 ¥ o &
TsasgulunenounagauanigluTeny we. au L3aToulunennoiuss

a ol - B L o v al ¥ i v A i w i
FADUNAITOINININ UNTAADUNILA WA AUDI 8.6 U LuTsEswRg ) U

o R i o il s | el &l 3
nsuanNgens lawgremdsud sl sasau sea Anet AUl 39 unsEN uY

ol el

. 4 g sl plg v w v A L o
Usean "HﬂLUMIfJLTﬂW’F’II‘Hﬁﬂﬂfiﬂ?ﬂ'l'ldﬁlj'h! Lﬁﬂ’l'ﬁlﬂﬂtﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂuﬂuiﬂ‘ﬂﬂ

AINTOULRSAINAY 139D 9N
ol s - | a L ] H i L7,
o.m.@  ANTUHAUANTNRANYT ﬂﬁmﬂﬂﬂﬂgﬂﬂﬂﬂ'uzfﬂuﬂmﬁuﬂ%mﬂiﬂﬂ'17
- ~ N qrhe v o al w
USMITTDINTUNGANET LTI THUN AR WA INELTInABUMAMANANT L.
- ] Fu wr F- | .n] v | ]
(nasinus) unzangnenRRnEINGOUNINMANGNT Un. 89 uRdOmUU

s | =]
wunluLlIn INasnEI L ATy

=l [ F T -9 i-'"; = o LR |
o.n.d  LTATEU UFINAnINARUINT r:fﬂﬂuT.ﬂm'ﬁmﬁﬂﬂﬁnmnnm‘[u

] = [ ¥ X a &l & & I 1 s
lsaseusnsnauaathnsle emued o Tsaseu ne Tsaseungroy 14

A oA b

w o -l = as ~ = el i a4
UNITEUTUTEONANYIUN & MANANT oo U DITUDUUIGYT LTUTIUTIIABY

<y W o A &
LUndany W.f. &—5% ﬁEﬂUE]']‘H‘]ﬂﬂH’HfH%J

&l Rt [T | ol B al
o.m. 5 LIUTEUTIUIATEINTNGWGQANET  [sasuliianuiDndeuly

o = 2 , A I dl
TraUlTLnuANEIADUNULALAEUUA 1IN IEU  LUSBENLUY

&l ¥ i F= P al & (¥ f &
TUTUUBULIA 1ﬂLLﬂT‘i«3L‘IEiM“LUﬂﬂEJHﬂi?LLﬂ‘HHEﬂ{:‘LI’Fﬂiﬂiﬂuﬂwuﬂﬁﬂm

“ 2 - Mo 8 4,89 9« | v e |
N INouUnL I‘T-ﬂLTﬂHﬂT:LﬂﬂHﬂﬂﬂuiﬂﬂ‘lﬁluuﬂ JDENUALANTU IIVINAL & LW

¢t E Mo SO L R e -l |
U L']ﬁmﬁ«mu1ﬁﬁﬂ’1ﬂ‘ﬂﬂﬁlﬁ1ﬂﬂﬂﬂ«ilﬁ'ﬂL?ﬂuﬂlﬁU’rﬁﬂgUH

P P (3 o il i ~ { PP T u
Tsasaumneiadtasiey  WulsaTautlseanmnenuuey a9 lagiusy

P T A

g & a i & 1= 11 =l
sewanneg luruurmmalnagalunlemalanisonlulsssouom 9

- a o et al el o ot o
Lrasswdisounnuimasningvgans  iulsasensguaginiusiug

| W EH ' o .1 as i - e F- | = ]
FNETIANITUA T AT ULLUN IS LU IR U UUNULTEONAN®T LT seusa ann

a om0 &

L 1 L2 ar |
HBULUMIIUINUBY  UAINIIANTZNI2BEIUTININMILY



&b
P | £ I

- 3 VI =l -
o LT0TEuTINgT  launlIaTeutaenTy  AGUTMIDBINMIING

v BN v wa &S voa

= ' F_% aF A
WM ITUMNNTLTITUYY A TRTIUTIWYT  NINIDWYANST HUUINAIVAUAUD

¢« b o

~ a I i 4
lruasunegmmaadatesnnngumadssan  1ou lanssuasgassod
a a

| i s T ] =l . ol 6
Ans1 T3asaunegInsouAnst [393%name ueslsnIeuT 17019 96NM)

al &
unu
al & & &l § w - a (v
TragaunsgTusenneneuas T30 ToUTI8INEENANGT  9ENDINNRDY
w A - | P ¢ A a b ”
MUMANGATNIINTIANYITNT §IULTUTEUTPIDTIMNHIMU  8193NADY

o e ol fal g° i L B 1 o E o v w
namangeIralinTousmgaiudnmunawesln  unvangnauuno lau

Ve = a A
ET-!F?J NIINNTLNTIIFNHISNILRENDOU

w o oA 2 A

- L7 2 0 -} H‘ LT -]
o WMINEINE  IAUNSIUANBITURY  TUNRLTIUTIILASENANY

o 1 1w a ] A oA - v
neutas uasanaeunsunuangniantlsygiuly wnasgguen amveag

i N | s I sy CH Y s i L2
MR TAEEREI1HIN 1 9 AATN 1AINAIIY AmMTInEIanN SvanBg el

" o R s e o o st i i a gl
ATTUTWITNUTDIEIUAUIENTINUNT  LNONEUNIUENINITANE LA FINLLIY

Fﬁ'ﬂi:mmm
= ! - - | Ha o
b5 G0TUANNITDINUINIITNITON ﬁmuﬂmﬁﬂunquuuﬂgvmﬂ?:ﬂu

| F- | F=| =l e e
pazuaigssan u lsasswnssunms  [393EuuIETRENIZIRIBNING

&l ] &l F- =l i o = 1
TiaSouwiete  leaTauwimsnninme  15dTauuisTosnIsns  LanIgut

& ¢ i a ¥ - R
LATBIHUNINT lLﬂﬂITﬂL?HuﬁlﬂﬂTﬂT LUUAY EOIUANILVRITUWWIET 1T I3

i s E"H = = B w4 1 t"
T.I.'Hd"lﬂﬂJ'I]HLWE]HTTEJHE!'LI‘J"MHHL'II’IT.IJ‘E'l‘ﬁﬂ’r‘itluﬁu’lﬂ‘ﬂ‘ﬁﬂ1'EHHIﬂEIm?ﬂ$ AOTY

A | H s e o | B wr oas | 3 PRI i@ o TP
?1ﬂ"lﬂ"lL‘iﬂﬁ1ﬂ1'ﬂ.ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂ'ﬁ“ﬁ~3ﬁu15'f’i‘ﬁﬂ'!?ﬁ'}ﬂﬂﬂﬂTl-ﬂ‘Tiu ilﬂﬂ.l‘lﬂﬂglﬂﬂquﬁmu'lﬂ

PBINTENTNFANWITNIT
= "~ o o ¥ 4 ¢ ,
.o ADTUFAN I TWLFA ﬂﬂTHﬂﬂHWﬂIﬂﬂﬂHﬂﬂ'ﬂHLWEIFI']"IEJ‘IJTEE"I-JFI'U'IGEEI'IJ

Iq_,-'#l

i e € Al A~ al [
ﬂ'lHtlHD.JMﬂLTJHﬂn'IHﬂﬂH']TJEHEHﬂ nwmﬂmwmiﬂﬁuﬁ TN VUABTITATITLT

I o - | ¥ a

ar L 1 - | =) 1 B i
UAININADIRANIIUI AN UMD UNY N1DH1ITRINIUAN NS Laun Uatne



ol

-] ¥ . &l (T &l Al 9 s 1

ATURDUAIEWIDARY  1SUSOURNSTIN  LTITOU IR W20 168 /9%
i i _ - ok

Lysssunounuywuan  lyasousauauniven lraisonaed  3ameuiaugyg)

| = | 'Y al 2
0% oz T TeuenanINy s 18nIILY LUUAY

1 i oo ol s o

" F Y - i (] RS ] |
AOIUANHINLANNNRIY  §I% TQNNK VAN ANTHMTL ADIUANEIUY

-

o=l | a2 LT Fos 21
lnmawiz  unnn T39issuunaunszeasgInlTnangns 189nTENTIANMITMS

F-'] Lo
LANDUNU
9 4
. NITUITHITNITANET

- £ al o v A 1 i 1o
MIUIMITMIANEINLUUDTUIINU MDD IVUTITNITURTALUYY  UNAWBIL

& e d o v 1 A el Y g o | ¥
‘ﬂ']l.l.ﬂﬂl'ﬂ’lﬁﬂHEHH’H]WH’IWEIHGHH"JHTI‘EWITﬂlﬂﬁ?ﬂﬂd‘lﬂ'ﬂﬁﬂﬂ\lﬂh

L2 a

& S [ af - _ 5 m A
m.e BINTITUTVITRINGI WIN muémmmﬁmnuuﬂuimmu

b
1929108 N IV

al ¢+ =~ 8 & - v
m.la VFILIR lU’L—lFiT.IT“17 LLﬁEﬂ’lL“ﬂﬂﬂITﬁﬁﬂHl"ﬂﬂ"].i’lﬂ'ﬂ'-ﬂ'ﬁllﬂ

A . a & & - s [V
m.on AIENTIANWITNIT LUHF;IJUTWT? lEﬁEﬂ']LHu-J'IﬂIT-MTHHTjUTﬂ

7
VIIVAN

¥ A w oo v o

A ol 3
HENTINUU NIENTAIFANED T'I'i'IEIGM'EJ’IH"I’H“iMWT’IF}TUFIH‘QLLE’IIT#LHIHTIEQT

o 1 d 4 o o 2 o o @ A

NaMInA A ﬂﬂﬁwuuwaﬂmﬂummwumﬂ'mmmﬂaﬂﬂm%nwﬂgnﬂﬂ
mwamamsveslsagounaly  swmdrnireanan laun mﬁ“nqﬂi UYL TEY
nssaula wasmIRNEMIIAne, TTGL?Huﬁlﬂﬂﬁﬂuﬁﬂ“ﬂfﬁ'ﬁﬂﬂmuitﬂvUﬂ'E:ﬂH
Anm1  uasasaine  semoenumuamimin lumTndeumaarms 9

= = o H T
A3¢NTIFNHIEMIINIUUATU 172

TR 1) (V) &l - T = | i
m.e ﬁ']‘L-lﬂH’IEIﬂTJMHNT LRSFHIUNNUANINITFNE lﬁuﬁu'lﬂﬂ'ﬁﬂﬁ
A = 8 =S L
FIUTMITIIRULALU TS A I UNUNINTTTDINNIINEG 1R

| d 4w - al
m.@ WUITIENITE I UUINIIDIEDIUANBIWISLTLAN (ﬂ'lll Tﬂ.‘a) LW

:-;i'ﬁ URnaY IUNITUTMITEDIUANE T8 90



o &

- - - . LI & o
Iﬂquﬂnﬂmmm*:'ﬁnml.tﬁzamwwmwmiﬁaLfrauIﬂUﬂa‘lﬂ um:jl

& - -~ - - v ,
melansensivnneIsn g I.LE‘IEIﬂEIL'IFI:ﬂﬂHE‘I'I‘HFIHH"l‘ﬂﬂﬂl'ﬂﬂdﬂ'ﬁ'ﬁﬂﬂﬂ"ﬂ’]ﬂﬂ%11-L

" F ﬂ’t o A . o L g - i
AIUANNIALUIINTUAN ﬂ‘iﬁ“r’l‘:“'mf‘iﬂl&}"rﬁﬂ't‘ﬁ'w‘lﬂﬂ'ﬁ’:?'lmﬂu'iﬁ'l'iﬂﬂﬂ\].ﬂluﬁ'm
=Y I v L O &= L7 L F- 1 LE s

aume Iﬂ!lLLﬂﬂﬂGlﬁﬂﬂH?ﬁﬂ'ﬁ"N'H"thmmﬂlmﬂ'ITFIHH’IJTIELH‘]Mﬁiﬂ'ﬂﬂdﬂﬂ LR

1 Eaua o~ 8 d A ° & w | E
Ll.?’r{l'ﬂ-31.Hﬂﬂ‘]ﬂ'rﬁ'ﬂ'i'iﬂ"HﬂE]LHMN“QLLNTI'ITﬂﬂH“Iﬂ'IHIHL'IJHEHLﬂE] AT UATUNRTIUY -

w o 4

NTEMINANEI NI NI SN N §InnAD  IMNIATIUMTT AUNI
Aunaulannisnsds  nIun1shnme n3 NTNDITAFINNT nmamﬁmﬁﬂm NIy
SIQANET  NINAYIMT  NINneAne1  NINASNT  UWASNTNAITAIEUT
HONVING NTENTAIANEITNITEI L V8% A1 TUALR M7 UM UAAN U

o oa ol i A Ba | i ol u i
AIAANITIBINTON & NUIWABATAN FﬁﬁmﬂﬁWH"JH‘I’I'EH‘IEWMHHHUHTNHH q

£ A By

Iy g o e
unn InFusauvaen nay. Inlgunauuanauny na. 1

4 o =
@ NHHVIYIALINUMI AN

e & = 2 LI g | A el s 2
walnnispamsmsensinuuu W lnemenssusuuuuumy 730 Ia
H LE W LA - L7 2 I
ATINGMANYIU LINaIERUY  NIWAERUUEIAY ) LAUA

LT LT & al | v | LTI
.0 WISTITUQQALILONFNEY  LUNNHWNIE N NWMIANEINIALIAL

w - = e X v B
AIIINLALNITUIMITMIUTSONANST NIMERLLUUTEMIALENIUN WA, e ve

g = = 'y [ t 1 Y -
wae lanmTaguilan lavaenTana1eny A7 aqﬂﬂwun‘l&imﬂ W.H adoa

4 &l B 'y a i s s
e laulTasgudseruia leunLeInnITU I THIUIINA

L5 Ve al - “ i L TR TR TR T
<o Wizyisuggnag  unguaneniniengasegnelnuenLLy 120
A Y o FP| [ 2 o
NI¢NIAIFANWITNT n-muﬂ’luuq;mmummmwmmmqqﬁmlunﬁ U3

IUUAAG uﬁ:muﬂfﬂﬂmwmng

L Y al ¥ | = ol [
€.m WILTITUQYN L TRTEUTINGT nﬁﬂmnﬁﬂ'mqmguﬁimmm115-5]5

va o w v B

o= e = ¥ TR Y e €
SUNUQY ANEINUMIIANI T T 0 IoUTINGT  URIMIIANRUIT I TNTENTIEST



d8

v o wn F i - e o v
&.¢ NIWTIYTUYUYATAIMITANEIULNITIN NU“UIﬂﬂJﬂLﬂﬂjﬂUﬂ'ﬁ‘lﬂﬂﬂ

A | - o oo [ ¥}
AATMIANWILMITIN  URSDTUWITRUINYaIAN TUY

=" Loy =%

=1
&.d 'ﬁ*i'h“'?']"ﬂ'j_l{]gt]nlﬂ‘IlEHII-.IH']’]ﬂﬂTﬁiﬂltﬂ"?ﬂﬂ'lﬂﬂ'ﬁ“lﬂ’l‘iﬁﬂﬁ‘l AN TUFNE
) L E

‘MmﬂﬁﬂuﬂJ?uﬂuﬂﬂgm'llﬂgﬁmﬂﬂﬂ’Jﬂﬂ‘]ﬁﬂﬂ{*rl.l.ﬁ"‘ﬂ“ Uﬁﬂﬁﬂ'm‘ﬂﬂdﬂHIHH
Ma o | gl -l
LN ﬂgmﬂﬂﬂ‘i"mﬂuuﬁﬂﬂE'h.rﬂﬁ'lﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂu H.ﬂﬂM?THﬁﬂLﬂUﬂ“ﬂﬂLLﬂﬂﬂHﬂu

b
mnn lauisrassmmAnEIuL 9

¢ wumaAnsuwern  unumaanslulengrns  umfunszu
selooms denmaulimmsunvuauloemomsnne  Asdieumnne
w0 e: luNB ML N UNIWNZMNIENTTY  LANIIANARNIIANEITENTINND)
i lunum Tomennmuals AN TANMILAIT NI ENE LAKNIT ANSILAITIN

ey 1 $ v A i -~ W
ﬂhmﬂumquu LALNLHUNITARYIMMITINAUY WA, odom

Regarding the caste system, the Buddha said:
“Not by birth is one an outeast. Not by birth is one a noble,
But by deeds is one an outcast. And by deeds is one a noble.”

(Sutta- Nipata 136)
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PRINCIPLES AND TECHNICS OF THAT MUSIC

BY
Prof. Udhis Narkswasdi

Thai music is different from those of other nations. With its own
style of expression, Thai music is uncomparable to other kinds of music.
It is a great mistake to classify Thai music as a primitive one. Since
Sukhothai period Thai music has been revolutionized and has developed
into a great art. At present there are quite a few Thai songs survive from
Ayudhaya period. Thai musical instruments have been highly developed
and many new ones created. Different types of band have also been formed
since the beginning of Bangkok period.

Due to its uniqueness, if one wants to understand and enjoy the
performance of Thai music he should, for the time being, forget the
expression of other kinds of music, otherwise he will get mixed-up and

would not appreciate its real value,

I THE SCALE

The Thai musical scale is somewhat similar to the diatonic scale of
Western music, but not identical. It consists of seven different full-tone
steps arranged equi-distantly within its octave. There are no half-tones
hetween any of these seven full-tone steps. If we divide this seven full-
lone scale into semitones, there would be fourteen instead of twelve as in
the case of the chromatic scale of Western music,

The following diagram will show the difference hetween the Thai and
Western musical scales :—

. 2
12 2 |2 12 (2 T |2
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From the above diagram one can easily differentiate one scale from
another. Both scales have exactly the same number of tones, except that
the Thai scale does not have semi-tones at all.

Since the Thai scale has seven full tone-steps divided equi-distantly
as mentioned above, one would change the key-note in playing any Thai

song without effecting the arrangement of the scale steps at all. However,

in performing Thai music such a key-note is always fixed in order to have
a proper tonality.

II THE BASIC MELODY

Most of Thai musicians learn music orally from their teachers.

Though a special kind of notation has been developed, maost of them still
like to learn orally from teachers. The reason of this is because in
performing Thai music we have what we call “The Basic Melody” or
“Look Kong” in Thai Language, which is the principal part of the Thai
melody. The Kong Wong Yai (a percussion instrument used in the Pi Pat
Band) carries this Basic Melody and all the other instruments are only
accessories embellishing the basic melody, making the variation, doubling,
anticipating, retarding, hesitating and syncopating. Every musician playing
in the band except the one who plays Kong Wong Yai is supposed to
arrange the embellishment for his own instrument from the basic melody
himself. Those Thai musicians participating in the “Pipat Band” want to

learn music orally because it is the only way to help them memorize the

basic melody in order to do the embellishments property and quickly.
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By using the notation. ones would not have any chance to show of f
their ability in making the embellishment and they will feel embarrassing
during the performance of Music.

II1 THE EMBELLISHMENTS

The embellishments can be made in various ways to fit each instrument
in its own fashion. No musician can make the embellishments as he did
previously nor can two musicians make them alike. Everyone has his own

style of making embellishments: some do much better than other. The

beauty of songs does not depend on the harmony of melody” but on the
embellishments that are made around the basic melody. Only the basie
melody is fixed by the composer; the others are arranged by the
musicians themselves as they see fit to the song and the fashion of

instruments.

IV THE INSTRUMENTS

1 The percussion instruments:

Many kinds of percussion instruments are used in Thai music. At
present, about 30 kinds of such instruments are available, This percussion

instrument can be divided into 2 classes.
(a) The Melodic Instruments :

This class of instrument is to play the melody of the song.
Usually they are made of wood, steel and metal alloy. Some of these
instruments are as follows :-

1) The Kong Wong Yai:- Playing the Basic Melody in the
Pipat Band,

2) The Ranad EK (Tenor Xylophone) :(— Playing the part of
the leader in the Pipat Band, making the variation on the Basic Melody.

3) The Kong Wong Lek:— producing the Variation but diffe-
rent from the Ranad EK,
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4) The Ranad Toom (Baritone Xylophone):~Making a different
kind of variation by duplicating, doubling, syncopating, anticipating relar-
ding, or hesitating the Basic Melody,

5) The Ranad Tong EK:- producing the same variation as
that of Ranad EK.

0) The Ranad Tong Toom :— playing in the same style of
Ranad Teom but in a broader manner.

All of these instruments are used in the Pipat Band.

(b) The Rhythmic Instruments,
LThere are about 20 kinds of Rhythmic Instruments available in
Thai Music. The principal instrument are those in the Drum-Class which
are represented mostly by the following instruments:

1) The Klong-Tad: The largest drum used in the Pipat Band.

Both ends are equal in size and covered with cow-hide. One set of Klong

r % - L b W 11 = ¥
T'ad consists of twe or three drums producing the sound - effect of “Toom”

“Toom™ and “Tom” (?;IJM na ﬂpﬂy)
2) The Tapone : This drum has two ends as in the case of

Klong Tad. These two ends are unequal, the larger right-hand end is

i B Wy,

called VUMY and the smaller left-hand - ~vHaln = Thid deam can

i FS
produce 1l uarieties of sound-effects like Theng (Lﬂ{l) Therd (L'ﬂﬂ). Tha

(n:) Pa ({iﬁ) Phring (Lt""i?-ff) Phraeng (L‘H?ﬂ) ete.
: 3) The Song-Na : The form is similar to the Tapone but much
smaller, 1t can produce about 7 varieties of sound-effects.
4) The Klong Kaag : A set of Klong Kaag consists of 2 drums,

both are of cylindrical shape. The one producing high tones is called

TaL A T L T BT

fidl  (male), and the other producing lower tone AUNE (Female).
k!

5) The Klong Malaya : A set of Klong Malaya consists of

2 drums. They are similar to the Klong Kaag but shorter and bigger.
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6) The Tone-Ramana . A set of this insirument consists fo

9 kinds of drums. The one producing high tones is called “Ramana”, and

the other producing lower tone, “Tone”. The “Tone-Ramana” set is used

in the Kraung Sai and Mahoree Band.

There are many other instruments in the ¥Drum-Class”, but they

are used in the Bands only in the special occasions.
Besides the “Drum- class” other “Rhythmic Instruments” are the

Ching (cymbal), the “Charb” (large cymbal), Krup, Mong etc.

9 The Wood- Wind Instruments

a) The Pi-class : This Pi-class consists of 3 kinds of Pi called
“Pi Nai” “Pi Klang” and “Pi Nok”. These instruments are made of wood
in cylindrical shape. About 20 different tones can be differentiated by
means of a series of 6 holes in the instruments. All are reed instruments,
Besides these, a few more kinds are also available like Pi O,

Pi Saw, Pi Java, Pi Chanai, and Pi Mon.

L) The Krui (Flute instruments) : There are about 3 kinds of
Kruis used in Thai Music, They are “Krui Peing 0", “Krui Leeb”, and
“grui 007, All are whistled instruments, About 14 dif ferent tones can
be differentiated by means of 7 holes in the instruments. Usually the

Kruis are used in the “Kruang Sai” and “Mahoree” Band. Most of them

are made of Ching~Chun wood or bamboo,

3 The Bow Instruments

The oldest one is called “Saw Sam Sai” (the Three String Fiddle).
This instrument has been used in the “Mahoree Band” since Ayudhaya
or Sukhothai period. It is the only insirument used in accompanying the
singer in Thai Music. '

The “Saw Duang” is a two string fiddle playing the part of the
leader in the Kruang Sai and Mahoree Bands.

Another two string fiddle is called “Saw OO” or the Baritone

fiddle.  This kind of instrument has a much lower tone than the
“Saw Duang”. The musical part allocated to this instrument is to make
the variation by doubling, anticipating, retarding, hesitating or syncopating

the basic melody.
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Besides these, there are also many kinds of Bow instruments used

in Folk Music, but they are not so important in the classical Band.

4 The F]EP Instruments

There are about 5 kinds of flap instruments but only two are used
in the Bands, named Cha-ke and Krachapee. Both are ancient instruments

which have been used in Thai Music since Ayudhaya Period.

(V) THE THAI MUSICAL BANDS.

Thai music is divided into five different kinds of hand :

1 The Pipat Band : which is classified into

a) The small Pipat Band, The instruments included in this
small band are Pi Nai, Ranad Ek, Kong Wong Yai, Tapone, Klong Tad
and Ching. '

b) The medium or double Pipat Band. The instruments included
in this medium band are Pi Nai (Pi Nok may also be used together
with Pi Nai). Ranad Ek, Ranad Toom, Kong wong Yai, Kong Wong Lek;
and some of the Rhythmic Instruments like Tapone, Klong Tad, Klong
Kaag, Song Na, Ching, Chap etec.

¢) The Grand Pipat Band, When the Ranad Tong Ek and Ranad
Toom Lek are added to the medium band, the band will be called “Grand

Pipat Band”,

2 The Mahoree Band : to be classified into

a) The Old Mahoree Band (Originated in Ayudhava period).
This band has 4 instruments, They are Saw Sam Sai, Krachapee, Tone
Krachapee, Tone and Krub Puang.

b) The Grand Mahoree Band. This band includes all the Per-
cussion Melodic Instruments used in the Grand Pipat Band (but smaller in
sizes): Flute Instruments will be used instead of Pi Nai and Pi Nok.
A bow instrument called Saw Sam Sai IiE also included. Only 5 Rhythmic
Instruments are usedin this band, They are Ching, Chap, Krup, Monz and

Tone - Ramana.
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¢) The Mahoree Kraung Sai. This band includes all the small

size purcussion instruments used in the Grand Mahoree Band and all the
String Instruments used in the Kruang Sai (String Band). The Rhythmic
Instruments are also the same as used in the Grand Mahoree Band.

3 The Kraung Sai (String Band). This band included many

string instruments such as Saw Duang, Saw 00, Saw Sam Sai, Cha-ke
and Krachapee. Flute instruments and some of the Rhythmic Instruments

like Ching, Chap, Krup, Mong and Tone-Ramana are also included.

4 The Ung-Kroong.

5 The Folk music.

V1 THE THAI SONGS5

There are 3 classes of songs

1) Pleng Sam Chun. (The extended Version).

2) Pleng Song Chun, (The Medium Version).

3) Pleng Chun Deaw. (The small Version).

The medium version is double extended from the small version

and the extended version is done in the same way from the medium one.

e ff “]#TF
e

2 )

e

e ———




& o
In addition, there are five other classes of songs.

(1) The classic songs : The Thai melody which has the full tech-

nics of Thai music.
(2) The solo songs : to be soloed by several instruments.

(3) Pleng Na-Pat : to be played to accompany the manner of

actors in the drama.
(4) Pleng Home Ronge (Prelude)

(5) The Folk songs.
Ther are 3 ways of singing in Thai music :
2 I
(1) Rong Song (Tﬂdﬂﬁ) : The singers sing first and then the
musicians perform the music later. The singing may be accompanied by
Saw Sam Sai as mentioned formerly.
i
(2) Rong Ceaw (THJHﬂﬂ) . The band accompany the singing in
the same melody and at the same time.
(3) Rong Lum Long (‘Iﬂdﬁﬁﬁﬂd) : The singer sings in the

singing melody accompanied by the band which is performed in its own

melody, when they go together, they form a very beautiful combination.
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