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ABSTRACT

FUTURES RESEARCH OF THAI DRUG SYSTEM

S. Kongpatanakul*, C. Sooksriwong**, N. Thongnopnua***, and R. Sakulbamrungsil****

* Faculty of Medicine Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol University

> Faculty of Pharmacy, Mahidol University

o Faculty of Pharmacy, Srinakarinviroj University

Faculty of Pharmaceutical Science, Chulalongkorn University

*kkk

Objectives: This research was carried out to illustrate the most likely and
most desirable scenarios of drug system in Thailand in the next decade. This
included identification and analysis of the prominent agents of change and the
suggestion of strategic plans to facilitate desirable events and the elimination of
undesirable events.

Methodology: It took the form of a qualitative research. Focus Group
meetings, Ethnographic Delphi, and Interview In-depth techniques gathered the
appropriate information. Nearly one hundred experts from the pharmaceutical
sphere, including manufacturers, importers, drug stores, government regulators, non-
government organization workers, drug users (professional and layman) and other
related fields participated in eight Focus Group meetings in which guided imaginary
and cross impact analysis techniques were used to compose the most desirable
scenario. Three key resource persons with high social recognition were interviewed
in order to envisage the most desirable scenario.

Results: Competition, systems of control, drug-use behaviors, knowledge
and the mass media were identified as the main structure of drug-use system. The
pricing system has a high impact on pharmaceutical manufacturing and marketing
systems. The most desirable scenario was divided into two parts as: change of
environment (political system, national policy, knowledge-based society, and trend of
healthcare behavior) and change of the existing drug system (perspective I:
production, distribution, utilization, controlling; perspective Il: product, price, place,
promotion, and personnel). The manufacturing and government controlling systems
would be in a stage of decline in the future, while distribution and utilization systems
would be transformed in order to create a more effective situation. A group
discussion was initiated to reveal the picture of the Thai drug system of the future.

The most desirable scenario was illustrated in the perspectives of drug use
behavior and competition of pharmaceutical market. Equity in drug accessibility,
preventative drug use and integrated medicine would offer the most benefit to the
entire population. Evolution of healthcare and the drug system at three levels
(system, structure, and process) should be performed at the same time. Thai
demand of drugs should indicate the appropriate level of drug supply in order to
effectively balance demand and supply in the Thai pharmaceutical market.

Future goals and recommended policies were presented.
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(Active ingredients)

Acetic acid

Alcohol

Anaesthetic Ether
Dextrose monohydrate
Glycerin

Refined sugar
Saccharin

Sodium chloride

Sorbitol

Aluminium hydroxide compressed gel
Aluminium phosphate

Amoxycillin

Ampicillin trinydrate

Aspirin

Cloxacillin

Erythromycin

(sterate, estolate, ethylsuccinate)
Gentamycin sulfate (sterile)
Kanamycin sulfate (sterile)
Magnesium hydroxide

Magnesium hydroxide compressed gel
Paracetamol

Pyrazinamide

Rifampicin

Trimethoprim
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2532 8,596.84 3,932.42 545
2533 9,172.52 4,319.42 610.60
2534 9,988.22 5,250.30 799.70
2535 11,081.60 5,796.75 1,270.70
2536 12,106.69 6,220.66 2,857.90
2537 18,254.08 7,298.26 1,290.00
2538 16,288.61 10,768.67 1,659.00
2539 17,688.14 11,998.38 1,940.00
2540 20,046.75 156,717.20 2,201.00
2541 17,673.75 11,660.89 2,532.00
2542 * * 2,911.00
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597 3 yarmanenludsznalng w.a. 2540 - 2542

HAAT (A1ULN) WA 2540 | W.A. 2541 | W.A. 2542

Total market (Audited + Non-audited market ) 28,293 31,668 27,196
Drug store 9,912 10,617 9,416
Hospital 15,552 17,884 15,066
* Government 19,103 12,834 10,643
* Private 4,444 5,050 4,413
Others (Health center, Private clinic etc.) 2,829 3,167 2,720
Multinational company 19,421 22,097 18,137
Local company 8,872 9,571 9,059
GPO (Drug store + Hospital) 838 888 867

#11: IMS report 1999
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