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0 Dear Mr. Freeman:

Before I proceed may I compliment you
on your superb knowledge of both Thai and
English. Mr. Freeman, actually you puzzle
me to a2 disturbing degree. At first I was
certain that your mother tongue must be
English, but upon scrutinizing your Thai
more closely, I was not so sure, since your
Thai is again flawless.

With your permission I would like to
ask something about yourseif, your nationality,
education, age, ekc. I would appreciate very
much your answering those questions.

Mr. Freeman, permit me to make some
comments coucern\ing your policy of the “Slang
Mai Salang”. I agree that colloquialism is
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colonrful. It enhances one’s imagimation wad
puts one on an equal footing with the plebian
society, but is it a switable way to learn
English? “Slang” is an abstract form of
language and I believe that before one attempts
to attain such a standard of fluency, would
it not be better to learn grammatically correct
English first. Our beloved country is not am
English speaking one, consequently the “‘Queen
English " should also at least be included
in your column. in your unique and inte—
resting way. Nevertheless I admit I enjoy your
“Slang Mai Salang” tremendously.

Now I would like to begin with a question
I have to which 1 have never discovered a
satisfactory answer and I very much hope
that you will prove yourself to be the first
person to be able to provide me with it.

The proper noun ‘“I" has mystified me
for quite sometime. We say “I'do”, “I have’,
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“Ieat”, “Igo”’, etc, which implies the ‘I"
is plural, with the exception of

why do we say “

uI amn- But

I was" instead of "I were™?
This is extremely perplexing.

I fully realize the flexibility of English
grammar but this particular peculiarity really
“got umder my skin” as you would say.
Please explain in alogical way why itis so.

Incidentally I have written
English column is
concerned mainly with the English language.
*  Well, Mr. Freeman, so ends my
Best wishes to you and 1 remain,
Yoars sincerely,

4«tRungsi"’

to you in
simply because your

letter.

the
my dear Mr. Rungsi. You said we say
“I have”, “I eat”
exception of “I am”.
“1 did", "I had”, ‘T ate”,
the exception of “I was”.

The verbr “to be” an exception

you have discovered the answer yourself.
And 1 wondered why you took that NICE

trouble te write and ask somebody

O You have got answer yourself,
“T do”
“I go” etec. with the
That's why we say
“I went”, etc., with

is just

like me
whose nationality and whose education you
must have easily guessed. . My education?
Permit me to say that it has been obtained
from the wide, wide world and Mother Nature
and most of all, from the University of Hard
Knocks.

As for my age, it may be that of a pine
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“A fascinating visit recommended to the
tourists who are interested in gaining an
insight into the way of living by the common
people of Bangkok.”
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