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PAS
GRAMOPHONE RECORDS OF THE FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT

are on sale
atl

THE NATIONAL MUSEUM

and

KAMOL SUKOSOL CO,, LTD.
857 Mahachai Road, Bangkok, Thailand
Gel. 20270, 23215

Tes. 300 per one series of 12 records with an album
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SILPAKORN THEATRE

LAKON NOK
from the story of SANG THONG
Episode : The Polo Match
a new adaptation by the Fine _Arts @epartment
On Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays
One performance on Fridays at 8 p.m.
Three on Saturdays and Sundays at 10 a.m., 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.

Prices of Admission 30, 25, 20, 15 and 8 Baht
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LAKON NOK
from the story of
SANG THONG

EPISODE: THE POLO MATCH
a new adaptation by the Fine Arts Department

ACT | INDRA’S THRONE BECOMING PORTENTOUSLY HARD.

PART 1. SIEGE OF THE CITY OF SAMONT.

SCENE : TRAITRIMSHA HEAVEN.

PART 2. CHALLENGE TO A POLO MATCH.

SCENE : ROYAL PALACE OF SAMONT.

ACT I THE SIX ELDER ROYAL SONS-IN-LAW PLAYING POLO.

SCENE : ROYAL PAVILION BESIDE THE CITY GREEN.

ACT 1l QUELN MONTHA VISITING YOUNGEST DAUGHTER’S HUT.

SCENE: HUT AT THE FAR END OF THE FARM.

ACT 1V - PHRA SANG MEETING INDRA AT POLO.

SCENE : SAME AS IN ACT II.

First performance at Silpakorn Theatre, on Friday, 4th March, 1960.
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FOREWORD

In 1954 the Fine Arts Department put on the stage the story of Sang Thong
in the episode of ‘‘ the Marriage of the King’s Daughters and the Supply of Fish”,
which ran through 127 performances at the Silpakorn Theatre. Two special per-
formances by master.artisies were also staged, the proceeds from which were used in
public charily funds in memory of King Rama IT who wrote the play “Sang Thong’.

Synopsis of the previous Episode
“The Marriage of the King’s Daughters and the Supply of Fish”
( staged in 1954)

King Samont and Queen Montha who had seven unmarried daughters
granted the royal princesses permission to choose their own consorts from a
gathering of royal suitors from neighboring cities. = All the princesses, except
Rochana, the youngest daughter, obediently made their choice. The King, out
of gpite, had Chao Ngo, the idiotic negrito, brought before Rochana for selection:
But by divine intervention Rochana saw through the outer disguise and fell
in love with the Golden Prince within the ugly shell. So she threw him her
flower-garland, which signified her choice of Chao Ngo as her future husband.
The wrathful King could do nothing but to banish this apparently ill-matched
couple to the far end of the royal farmland where a hut was to be built for
them. In the privacy of their hut the Golden Prince of the Conch discarded
his magic shell of disguise and made love to his mate. The couple raised
vegetables on their kitchen garden and lived happily together. But the King
did not forgive his youngest daughter who had caused him so much loss of face.
After a time he hit upon a scheme to separate this couple. He ordered all the
geven royal sons-in-law to go out one day on a fishing expedition and to bring
him each a catch of at least one hundred fish. The one who failed was to forfeit
his life. However, only Phra Sang got hold of all the fish available and doled out
two to each of the elder sons-in-law in exchange for the tip of the latter’s nose
which he cut out. This was because Phra Sang was in possession of the magic
formula known as the Great Gem, by virtue of which he could summon all fish
from the water. The sons-in-law with two fish each escaped the death penalty
because the King had in mind only Chao Ngo’s life.

—17—



THE PRESENT PERFORMANCE OF

SANG THONG
Episode: The Polo® Match

ACT 1 INDRA’S THRONE BECOMING PROTENTOUSIY HARD
Part 1. Siege of the City of Samont

Scene : Traitrimsha Heaven

While the thousand-eyed god Indra is enjoying himself watching a
troupe of dancing celestial youths and maidens, his super-soft yellow wool-lined
dais or throne becomes suddenly stone hard. This portends some impending
calamity on earth and Indra hastens to cast his all-seeing eyes on the abode of
men. He is then moved to pity by the unhappy plight of Rochana whose
husband, Phra Sang, refuses to take off his ugly disguise and show his true celf
to the public as the Golden Prince. So Indra orders the god Matali to mobilise
a celestial army disgnised as human troops. Before the dawn of the following
day Indra, in his chariot “Vejayantra” and surrounded by the disguised army,
descends on earth and lays siege on the City of Samont. The troops let off
terrific cheers and war cries.

Part 2. The Challenge to a Polo Match
Scene : Royal Palace of Samont

When the city is being besieged King Samont and Queen Montha are
still fast asleep in their bed. When informed of the siege the King gets badly
frightened and turns to his wife for advice. The latter tells him to order the
six elder sons-in-law to 2o out and meet the invaders in battle.

The King readily agrees and while he is ordering the defense arrange-
ments of the city, the god Vishnukarm (in human disguise) arrives at the palace
with a message from the commander-in-chief of the invading army. The message
1s a challenge to a polo match. with the city of Samont as the stake. Failure to
answer the challenge will meet with this reprizal: the whole city to be burnt
down by the invaders. Though driven to near hysterics by fright, the King
proudly accepts the challenge but postpones the match till late in the afternoon.
The messenger bids farewell. Then the King has the six sons-in-laws summoned

*known in Thai as ** Khli »’, this game is believed to be the prototype of modern polo.
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before him. He tells them of the gravity of the situation and asks them to take
up the challenge. The six princes reluctantly volunteer their service because they
cannot play this game properly.

ACT 11 SIX ROYAL SONS-IN-LAW TRYING TO PLAY POLO
Scene: Royal Pavilion beside the City Green

[ndra, with his retinue of disguised devas, is already seated in the pavilion
beside the Polo field. Citizens have gathered around the field to watch the match that
would decide their fate. Then King Samont and Queen Montha arrive at the Pavilion
followed by their six elder daughters. The six elder sons-in-law ride their horses
to the centre of the field, with fear in their hearts because they have never played
polo before. Indra descends from the Pavilion, mounts his horse and rides into
the field. The god frightens his opponents with a show of his prowess and
makes scathing remarks concerning their tipless noses. Then Indra hits the polo
ball with his stick. The six sons-in-law try to catch it with their sticks. But
they fail to do so every time and finally all the six fall from their horses to the
ground. To Indra the six princes admit abject defeat.

But Indra gives King Samont another chance to send another contestant
to this match.  The god even suggests that the King sends in his youngest son-
in-law.  Queen Montha readily seconds this suggestion.  The King, anticipating
the loss of his throne and city to the disguised god, starts to weep but composes
himself with the help of Montha’s coercion and agrees to send Chao Ngo to
meet Indra the following day. Then the royal couple retire into the the City.

ACT 111 QUEEN MONTHA VISITING YOUNGEST DAUGHTER
Scene: Hut at the far end of the farm

(Queen Montha comes to Rochana’s hut and recounts to the couple the
preceding events in detail.  She points out the gravity of the situation and acks
Chao Ngo to save the beleaguered city.  Rochana also joins her mother in
entreating her husband. At first Chao Ngo plays deaf and stupid because he still
smarts from the heart wounds inflicted by his parents-in-law. Resenting the
Queen’s demands, he mukes some bitter references to the unjust treatment he has

received from the royal couple.

The Queen is very pleased to know that Chao Ngo can speak like other
people.  Rochana further begs her husband to save the city and adds that she is
going to take her own life in case he refuses.  Deeply moved by his wife’s tears



Chao Ngo agrees to meet the invader if he be given a royal dress suitable for
the occasion. Queen Montha orders a royal suit for him, but Chao Ngo refusee
to take it because it is not fine enough. Finally King Samont himself comes to
the hut with a very fine suit. Again Chao Ngo refuses. Fortunately god Vishnukarm
appears at the hut with Indra’s dress into which Chao Ngo changes after discarding
his negrito disguise. The King and Queen are overjoyed to see the real form of
their son-in-law: a beautiful Prince whose skin is of the color of gold. They seem to
be tireless in extolling his beautiful and dignified appearance and inquiring about
his origin and earlier life. Phra Sang tells them everything they want to know.
Then the King and Queen take their leave and retire to the royal palace.

ACT 1V PHRA SANG MEETING INDRA AT POLO
Scene: Same as in Act 11

Rumor has been circulated among the citizens of Samont that Chao Ngo
has discarded his ugly disguise and is now Phra Sang (i.e. Golden Prince of the
Conch). Everyone is eager to catch a glimpse of his golden beauty and witness
his cleverness at polo as well. Indra is already in his seat at the pavilion amidst
his celestial retinue. Punctually King Samont and Queen Montha arrive at the
pavilion with all their daughters and sons-in-law. Indra is very pleased. He
descends from the pavilion, mounts his horse and shouts his challenge to the
King. Having seen the defeat of the elder six sons-in-law King Samont is not
quite sure of Phra Sang’s victory. He repeatedly asks Phra Sang to be careful
and then prays for divine help.

Phra Sang mounts his steed and rides into the game with royal dignity
and prowess. To show the King his son’s-in-law magic powers, Indra rides his
horse into the sky. DP’hra Sang follows the god closely on his steed. Then
Indra feigns defeat and lets the King know that Phra Sang is heaven’s choice as
the next King of Samont. Then he rides his mount skyward towards his abode
of Traitrimsha heaven.

The King and Queen are very pleased with Phra Sang’s victory. They vie
with each other in showering on him manifestations of their love and pride in him.
The King then orders his chief councillor to make arrangements for the coronation
of Phra Sang and Princess Rochana as the King and Queen of Samont on the
following day. Then the royal couple retire into the city.

Photographing in the Theatre is forbidden.
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