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The subject of this book deals with the architecture of one of
the Tai ethnic groups of people who call themselves Dai. To the Thais
of Thailand, these people are known as Tai—Yai where as the Tai—Yuan
up in the north call them Ngeos. Apart from looking at the Dai
scttlements in Thailand, some allusions are made to the traditional
community scttlements beyond the Thai boundaries as well. Attention is
directed at the settlements in the upper northern regjon of Thailand
focusing mainly on those in the Mac Hong &on province where there is
a large concentration of Dai communities which still retain their culture
and tradition to a great extent. The content begins by relating the
history and origin of the Dai people; the community scttlements, the
physical aspects of the villages selected as case studeis; the belicfs
and customs, rites and rituals which arc associated with physical use of
community spaces in the village. Several important temples registered
as historic places are looked at in terms of the lay out plan and
architectural characteristics along with related discussions on religious
ritcs and customs which are performed at the temples. The lay out
pattern of the dwelling units and the various different features of Dai
houses have been studied and presented by taking the dspect of
spiritual belief and practices into consideration as well. Attention has
also been given to several other interesting minor structures such as
field rest shelters, animal sheds, rice sheds, public shelters, pavilions,
and toilet sheds or temple outhouses.

From the details of the above content, it can be seen that
although the way of life of present day Dai people has inevitably been
affected by materialism and modernization, but their architecture—
whether it be the village pattern,the temple style, the houses, or other
smaller structures, still reflect the harmonious relationship between the
local tradition and culture of the society, and the preservation and
protection of the natural ecological environment which has been dealt
with ingeniously with respect to their folk wisdom. The harmony and
unity in the architectural style of different building types can still be
scen and ought to be preserved before they are swept away by

modernization.
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