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Foreigners will be interested in having
some idea of the laws of Siam.

This little volume gives a distinet view
of the past and present ideas of the people
on the great subject of human freedom.

H. M. the presest King appears to
striking advantage, that in sp'te of his en-
vironments, forwhich he cannot be held res.
pousible, he shows so much honesty of pur-
pose, gootiness of heart and determination
to lead his people and his conntry on to a
glorious, prosperous and happv fature.

He bias made for himself au enviable
place in history, as a benevolent Sovereign,
who really did study, and did make heavy
saerifices to promote the substantial and
permanent interests of his growing country,
aund its suffering millions

He has graciously made provisions for a

large and flourishing shool, where gratoi- |
tous education will be farnished, and has .

thus set an example 1o prepare youth for
useful service, to enable them to derive the

best possible advantage that can arise from |
¥ ¥

the new condition of things. )

The next great subjects for legislation,
are new laws on marriage, giving females
a legal status, fair play and _good  protee-
tion that they may be help-meets, sharing
the honors and nudivided affections of their
trae and loving husbauds, 'l,‘he_v onght to
be placed in prsitions to beeome the
qneens of their households.

The present system of reqniring aunu-
ally the personal services of the common
people, withont reward or provision for
faod and home during service ar exposure,
wmaking them the helpless victims of the
too often merciless, heartless and exorbit-
ant exactions of nuscrupnlons and tyranni-

cal Goverument masters is a crying evil

that demands beneficent legislation.

PREFACE.

All the citizens of a country, rich and
poor, should bear a pro rata proportion of
the expenses of the Government. A cer-
tain percentage on their property or in-
comes beyond a fixed sum. Those who have
not property nor incomes aniounting to the
taxable limit should be required to .pay a
small, but fixed sum annually as their share
of maintaining the Government that pro-
tects them and their liberties. Upon pay-
ment of taxes on property or personal tax
all shonld be left in the uninterrupted pur-
suits of the business which gives them their
maintenance,

When the Government neeas servants
it ought to pay them amply enongh to
make it desivable for people te seek such
i positions, and to prepare themselves tho-

roughly for them.
These are changes that we know H.
M. the present King is eager to effec ;and

if the princes, nobles and people of the
realm will beartly support him, aud honest-

ly earry out his benevolent and progressive
measures for the permancnt advancement
of his kingdom and people, we are confi-
dent his mcasures will be judicious and ef-
fective.

If the laws of 1874, regarding slaves,
are honestly executed by the judicial offi-
cers, and supported by the leading states-
men, soon the degrading system of slavery,
that has so long existed in Siam, will be a
thing of the past, and future generativny
will praise aud bless the wemory of the
wise and good King, H. M. Somdetch Pra
Chula Chaam Klaw, the Fifth of the pres-
“ent dypasty, who effected the complete

i abolition of slavery without inflicting press«

giug or actual loss on the slave holder,
who wag atlowed to recover more than liis
original investurent iu siaves.

J
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DOMESTIC INSTITUTIONS OF THE SIAMESE.
LAWS ON SLAVERY.

In glanecing at the printed laws of
Siam, we gather the following facts about
Blavery.

Seven classes of persons may be reeog-
nized by the present laws of Biam as
slaves.

Ist. Those
with property.

2ud Children of
house of the mnaster.

who have been redeemed
slaves born in the

3rd Slaves made over to clildren by
their parents, or by inheritance

4th Slaves who have been acquired by
gift.

5th Slaves, who have been rescued from
imminent perils, and legal penalties.

6th Slaves, who have been supported
in times of famine.

Tth Slaves, who have been conquered
in war.

There are sik elasses of persons who
cannot be designated as slaves.

Ist Slaves who have had freedom given
them.

20d Slaves, whose masters have con-
serted that they enter the pricsthood.

3rd Slaves who have been given to
Bralimins.

4th Priests cannot claim priests as
slaves,

5th. Persons interested in the acquire-
meut of knowledge, and who for that pur-
pose have placed themselves under the in-
struction of teachers cannot be claimed as
slaves.

6th. Persons temporarily residing on

AL

the farms, orchards or landed property of
others cannot be regarded as slaves.

In the year 816, A. D, H. M. Rahmak
Tibodee I1 issued orders to the cffect
that the above mentioned seven kinds of
slaves were valid. . Thewe are the clusses
of slaves who have been redeensed.

Redeemed, but not slaves absolutely.

Redeemed, and are slaves absolutely.

Redeemed, having a seller and a guar-
antee. 1f this class of slaves flee their
master, the scller and guarantec are re-
sponsible for the purchase money. - These
are not slaves absolutely.

The absolute slaves are those who bave
haen purchased for - their. full value, and
have no guarantee.  If these flee, the sum
paid eavnot be recovered from the seller,

Slaves who have beer purchased, bub
are not used by the master, these redeemed
persons are allowed to pay ioterest on the
purchase mouey, by original contract, or
at the request of the slave.

TEMPORARY SELLING & REDEEMING. 0%
PERSONS,

Art. 1. Should hushands, fathers; mo-
thers, or masters, insert the names of their
children, wives, or slaves in a bill of sale,
such sale is valid, according to the laws of
the land, though the seller did not mention
the fact to the partics whose names bhave
been ingerted therein, because husbands,
fathers, mothers and masters are para-
mount,

Art. 2. Should wives or children insert
the names of their fathers, mothers, or
husbands in & bill of sale, the sale is not
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valid, buecanse wives aud ehildren ave not
paramount to tucir hushands, fathers or
mothers.

Art, 8. Tf persons of embarrassed cir-
eumstanecs temporarily sell their brothers;,
sisters, children,
other relatives
thorize the use of their personcl services
in lieu of the intercst on the principal
from 30 to 46 ticals or more, evil must
not be doue to these subjects of the realm,
If they are worthless, they can be return:
ed to those who sold them and the sum ad-
vanced upon them can be claimed. If the

ney hews, nicees, and
for a given sum and au-

master has legal complications of any kind
and wrakes his slave a substitute and that
slave enduares in his stead puvishiment, im-
prisoument, chains, stocks, castigation with
leathern hide and is subject to exposures
in the san, rain, sokiz g in water; and
other sufferings in his master’s, or master’s
ehildren, wives or relatives stead, the law
pronounces such an one an unworthy mas-
ter, and renders him liable to punishment.
‘Whatever way be the indebtedness of that
slave, it shall be remitted one half. If
that slave has been castigated with a hide,
in the master’s stead, he shall be exempt
from his entire indebtedness. If the slave
was sold absolutely, and the master has
been guilty of a political offewse, and the
slave suffers punishment in his waster’s
stead, the master is not legally liable to
his slave, beeause he was an absolute
slave. Had he fled or dicd, the master
alone would have been the looser.

Art. 4. Whoever sells persons, children
or wives or any thing to another, and
enters in the bill of sale the names
and goods sold, reccives from the pur-
chaser the money stipulated, but does not
make over to the purchaser what has beeu
sold, this is fraud. If on trial it is proved.
the sum advanced shall be doubled. The

original sum shall be restored to the de- |

franded party, the Lalance sholl be a fine
balt of which shall belong to the Govern»
ment, and balf to the defranded party.

Art. 5. In the case of slaves sold tem-
porarily whose services are to be given
in lien of interest, if the scller of a tempo-
rary slave has received the purchase money,
and the person who has redeemed the slave
is dissatisfied with him and retnrns him to
the seller, if the seller refuses to reecive
the person he suld, and refuses to return
to the purchaser the purchase money, that
slave may be made over to the judges of
the court. The court will summons the
seller to come and receive the person and
rcturn the purebase mouvey to the pur-
chaser.  If the seller refuses to receive
thc person, who is thereby thrown upom
the judges, should parties come forward
to assist, and vedcem the person, and re-
fund the original cost’ to the discontented
purchaser, that person is the absolate pro-
perty of the person who redecmed him.
Should this slave afterwards be elaimed
or flee, and wmake his escape, the party
who first sold him temporarily must make
good to the last puvchaser the full sum for
which he at first sold him. No reduction:
will be allowed.

Art 6. Should a master have cause to
be displeased with his slave, he may pun-
ish the slave to reduce him to subjection,
and be in awe, but not so as to occasion
death. Xf the slave is vicious, and beyoud
instruetion, the master can sell him, but
if he inflicts punishment and occasions
death, the master shall be punished and
fined according to his rauk.

Art. 7. If throwgh poverty or other
misfortunes, children, wives, brothers, sis
ters, relatives and slaves, male or fewale
are sold temporarily and are left to be
ewployed by the master in lieu of interest,
if the male or female slaves’ indebtedness
is less than 8 catties, they must be used
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reasonably, Lf they offend, punish them
suitably, the master- shall not oppress
thewm and put them in stocks and ehains.
He shall not so punish as to infliet scars,
The law pro-
nounces such masters offenders, liable to
fine for the slave and for the free. The
slave’s portion shall be deducted from his
indebtedness. The freeman's portion shall

fractures, or blindness.

be partly given to the Governmeut and
partly to the wronged party.

Art. 8. If pecuniary, or other embar-
rassments nceessitate the temporary sale
to auother of oueself, his wives, children,
nephews, nicces, and the purchase money
has beeu received, and the seller refuses
to give the purchaser a bill of sale, and
the personal services of the sold ‘and the
purcliaser asks the seller for the sale
papers, aud the seller asks for a post-
ponement, if at the expiration of 9 or 10
mouths or one year the bill of sale has
not been given, the parties sold shall be
the absolute slaves of the master, as ab-
solute as if he had purchased them from
the hold of a vessel. If these slaves have
children, male or female, born to them
they shall be treated as absolute slaves
boru in slavery, because there was con-
cealment and attewmpt at fraud.

Art. 9. If pecuniary or other embar-
rassing circumstances nccessitate the sell-
ing tewporarily of children, wives, bro-
thers, sisters, nephews, nieces and grand
children, or other persons, to avail of their
services in lieu of interest, and the pur-
chaser offers the purchase money to the
seller, who does not then receive it, but
directs the purchaser to use the services
of the sold first. If under such circum-
stances the purchaser employs the sold
persons, and they break or loose the pur-
chaser’s property. The law declares, not
having paid down the money to the seller,
there was undue eagerness to use the ser-

vices of people not yet paid for; under such
circumstances, if the broken or lost goods
be of less value than 16 ticals, the breaker
or looser shall not be responsible therefor,
if it excceds that value; divide the value
into 3 parts, and let the breaker or looser
become responsible for one part, the other
2 parts shall be the loss of the muster.
If, however, the purchaser has paid the
purchase mouey to the seller, and the sell-
er has made and given bills of sale, under
these circumstances, if *the temporarily
sold person breaks or looses his master's
property, he must pay bis master-in full.
If the master employs him to keep, feed
and ecare for buffaloes, oxen, elephants,
horses and other living animals, if the
slave does not conduct the animals to
their places of safe keeping, but is the oc-
casion of their loss, the slave must make
them good to his master in full. If; how-
ever, he follows, the animals, and robbers,
abuse, maltreat, bind, and beat the slave
and carry away the buffaloes, oxen, ele-

_phants, horses and other living animals,

the law will not make the slave responsi-
ble to make them good. If the animals,
were in excess beyond the ability of the
slave to care for and protect, and they
are lost, no matter-by what means, let the
value be divided into 2 parts, the slave
shall be responsible for one part, and the
owner must loose the other part. If,
however, thieves rob, beat and forcibly
carry off the animals from the house,
from the pastures or from the fields, in
the forests among the trees, by day or by
night, and it can be proved, the law will
not allow the slave to be responsible for
the stolen property, as it was beyond his
power to protect.

Art. 10, If a master appoints.a tenipo-
rary slave to care for elephants, horses,
and cattle, and they- die, the master can
recover nothing from the temporary slave,
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Art. 1L If brothers, sisters and others
have been sold, and they are being used
by the nfaster, and in less than three yeurs,
the slaves are malicious dcsper:\dous, and
arrange with their relatives for the plun-
der and murder of their master and effect
the
state, if on investigation this is proved,

such purpose causing an cvil to
the slaves aud their surcties maust be re-
sponsible for the full amount of the losses
and refund the cost of the slaves, beeause

they deceived the purchaser, and placed

in his service wicked persons. If such
%

disasters oceur beyond the period of three
years serviee, the price of the slaves ean-
pot be reclatmed, it is the misfortune of
the purchaser.

Art. 12, If persons own slaves, male
or female, who are responsible for much
property to the master, and there are
several items that the master elaims from
the staves, hut while they were i his ser-
viee these claims were not demanded and
adjusted, when they have been sold to
claims  cannot then be

others, these

brought up againct them,

Art. 13. If persons sell their slaves, ov
children temporarily to anothov, and the
master forces them during their servitude
to. have husbands they do not fancy, and
there are rcliable witnesses to this fact,
divide the price of she slave into two
parts and allow the master anly one part,
for his preswmption in forcing the daugh-
ters, nicces and slaves of another to have
husbands they do not approve of.

Art. 14. Should a master send bLis slave
to war as.a substitute for himself, and
the glave takes part in engagements, the
money advanced on him cannot be re-
claimed by the master. If he did not
take part in engagements with the enemy
but veturns sound, divide his purchase
mouey into two parts, and give one part

to the master. Should the slave be killed

“tion money in full,

in war the wmnster caunot rcelaim from
the seller the price of the slave, becuuse
the mwaster sent him as his sitbgtitute.
Art. 15, If soldiers or citizens, owing
other
causes becowe the slaves of others, and

to pecuniary embarrassmeats or

war breaks out, and the political masters
of the slaves foree th ir prople who have
thus become slaves to take vp arms, and
they fall in battle, or {rom other caunses
die during the war, the moncy master
cannot claim to be refunded his purchase
money from the seller of such persons,
because . M. the Kiug sent them to the
war,

Art, 16, If from pecuniary or  oilier
embarrassments ehildren, wives, relatives,
brothers, sisters, slaves, males or females,
have been sold temporarily to be used in
liew of interest, and after a lapse of time,
when the time for planting, or reaping
comes, glionld the slave or the seller come
forward to redeem the slave during the
pressure of the seasou’s work, the law
declares, waters arc worked for fish, and
figlds for grain, At such a juncture; the
taw will not allow of the redemption. After
the work of the scason is over the master
&n be compelled to reciive the redemp-
During the pressure
of the season if the slave or the seller
enters sutt that they wish to refund the
purchase money, the officers of the court
are forbidden to entertain such suit.

Art. 17, If children, wives, slaves and
others bave been sold, and made over to
the purchaser, but papers of sale have not
been made and given, meanwhile the sold
persons flce, and the money is claimed
from the seller, but the seller declares
the slaves were sold absolutely, but the
purchaser declares they were sold tem
porarily, only definite papers were not
made out, if it can be proved that the
sale was temporary, and that the papers
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only were not yet made out and the slave |
has fled, the law declares that the full !
amount of the pur:hase money shall he
refunded, but no intevest, beeause the pur-
chaser has no papers. I he at any time
finds the fugitive slave, he caun obtaln
Tegitimate arrears from himethen.

Art. 18, Should persons sell tempora-
rily persons, or sluves, male or female, for
whatever. sum, aud the purchaser snbse-
quently has a necessity and sclls ngain
temporarily those whom lie purchased,
after the wmaster has recovered from his
embarrassment, le repurchases th m, if
again the purchaser has misfortunes and
he is again compelled to scll his slaves,
but for a less sum that he formerly puid,
after the lapse of time the slaves acquire
children or husbands, and the master dies,
and has not taken back his glaves, aud the
purchase money he obtained is not the full
amount of the former master’s, he can be
entitled only to half the dues claimmed,
the other half shall be {or the beuefit of
the slave who has been udvuntageoug

Art. 19, QIf' slaves, free persons, chil-
dren, nephews, vieces, or grandchiidren |
are temporarily sold to another for 31 or
47 ticals, or for any sum, during a famine,
and the purchaser bas sustained them
through the fawmine, after the fumine is|

!
over, if the seller wishes to refund the;

purchase money, the purchaser is entitled
to the fall value of the slave. TIf the
slave was a female, and she has lived lTong
with the master and had children during
the famine, the wother and her children
are the absolute slaves of the purchaser,
because he supported them through the
famine.

Art. 20. Should males, or females hav-
ing embarrassments sell themselves to
another, pledging their service and sons or
daughters follow their fathers, mothers,

brothers, sisters, uncles and aunts, but

their nanies ate not. included in the pur-
chase, subsequently these children grow
up, they shall be treated thus:—If these
were from one to 2 wounths old and attain
the age of 7 years, an allowanee must be
Value the
¢hild :eenrding to law, and divide that

made for norsing the child

swn into three parts, allow one part for
varsing, and 2 purts for more substantial
food. This should be given to the master
in full.  If these children who followed
their parcuts were over seven years of age,
the master shull not be entitled to sueh
allowance, because they were old enough
to be used to hand lim rice and water.
If persons were not embarrassed, and - the
master entreated the favor of redeeming
the woman slave, subsequently when the
slave’s ehildren are grown up and they
are to Le restored the master ean claim
no such allowance.

Art. 21, If persons, elephants, buffa-
loes, oxen, property or cldthing are soid
and the purchase wmoney for thew has been
received, but the persons, elephants, buffa-
loes, oxen, property and clothing have not
buen transferred to the purchaser, and the
sellew through device asserts that the arti-
cles sold are lost, and desires to return
the purchase moncy to the purchaser, the
purchaser shall be entitled to compen-
sation for loss, .at the rate of three tenths
per month on the money advanced.

Art. 22, If from pecuniary or other
ewmbarrassments parties sell their children,
wives, brothers, sisters, relatives or slaves,
male or female, elephants, horses, buffa-
loes, oken or goods of whatever nature to
another, and the purchase money bas been
paid over; what has been sold should wot
be detained from the purchaser more than
three days after the sale; if more than
three duys have elapsed, and the seller
does not make over what has been sold to
the purehaser, and what has been sold
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escapes, dies or is lost, the seller must
refund the full amount of the purchase
money to the purchaser.

Art. 23. If a waster uses a temporary
slave as a barterer or otherwise, aud the
slave, accidentally slips, falls from trees
or the bout capsizes and the slave is in-
Jured, becomes sick, or bresks an arm, or
leg, or looses an eye, and there are thoge
who have assisted the slave, it the master
of the slave cares for and effects the re-
covery of the slave, when the temporary
slave will redeem himself and leave his
master, the master cannot elaim anything
for secaring the recovery of the slave, If,
however, the slave have lost an arm, let
bis cost be divided into 3 parts, and a de-
duction of one-third be made in favor of
the mutilated slave. If the slave have
lost both arms, legs, and eyes, no purchase
nmoney can be recovered from the slave,
If blind of only one eye, divide the pur-
chase mouey into 3 parts, and deduct £ in
favor of the mutilated slave, and 1 in
favor of the master whose slave has been
disabled.

If the parents, and relatives of the
temporary slave, who has been disabled,
take him home and have him medically
treated and caved for at their home, and
the slave recovers, divide the cost of the
slave into 3 parts, deduet in his favor £
and allow % in faver of the master, because
the master was not at the expense and
trouble of the cure. If the slave disabled
remained at his master’s house, during
the sickness and dies, the master cannot
claim recovery of his purchase.money.
If the slave should be wrecked at sea, and
others rescue him, and if any would assist
the rescued man, he can be redeemed only
for his price. 1f the rescue was not from
seeming death, the person redeeming him
must allow the rescuer % the slave’s ori-
ginal cost,

Art. 24. If from poverty or other em-
barrassments parties sell their- children,
wives, people and relatives temporarily,
for the master to use iu lieu of interest,
and the purchaser las used them for a
long time, and the slave is overtaken with
disease, the master must ivform the seller;
if he does not inform the seller, but cares
for the sick slave, and he dies in the house
or residence of the wmaster, the price of
that slave must be divided into 3 parts, §
must be deducted in favor of the slave,
and. the master is entitled to only & refund
of one-third. If the master informed the
seller, and the parents or relatives of the
sick slave assisted in caring for him, and
the slave dies, in this case divide his cost
into 2 parts, deduct half in favor of the
deceascd.  The master is entitled to a re-
fund of 4 the original cost. If the master
told the seller, and the seller did not
come and care for the sick and the care
devolved wholly upon the master, and the
slave dies, divide the cost of the slave in-
to 3 parts, 3 shall be deducted in favor of
the deceased and the master shall be en-
titled to a refund of §. If, however, upon
being told, the scller assists in the care of
the sick, and the waster did not care for
him, and the slave dies, divide the slave’s
cost into 3 parts, two-thirds shall be in
favor of the deceased, and the master
shall be entitled only to a refund of .
If the seller consents to come and care for
the sick, but the master refuses to allow
him to do his part, aud the slave dies, the
master shall not be entitled to any refund
of the purchase money of the slave. If the
slave had arranged to p y interest and
did not yield service, and dies in the
house of the seller, or of his parents and
relatives, and the slave dies, one-third of
the purchase money shall be deducted in
favor of the deceased and -2 shall be re-
funded to the purchaser. If the slave
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fled his waster and died; the purchaser is
entitled to a refund of all that he paid
the seller for liim, but Le ean claim no
interest; nor auy loss.

Arvt. 25, If the inhabitants in embar-
Fassed eircumstances sell temporarily their
children, wives, grandchildren, brothers,
sisters, relatives and slaves, males or fe-
males to serve the purchaser and the slaves
be overtaken with a calamity, let the money
waster inform the seller, that he may come
and take care of him at the money master’s

house. If the money master takes no care

of him aud the slave die in the house ofi

the moncy master, said muster caunot
claim any refund from the scller, because
he abandoned the sick slave.
maust be the foss of the money master, be-
cause Lie neglected a subject of the state.
If the moncy master inform the seller,
and the money master assisted in caring
for the sick at his house, and the slave
die, divide the purchase money into 3
parts, 2 sball be deducted in favor of the
deeensed, and the wouey master shall be
entitled to a refund of #.
master told the s ller, and he, from press-

It the money

ure of business or sickness, was not able to
care for the sick, but did visit hun, and
the care of the sick fell upon the money
master till the death of the slave, divide
the purchase woney into two parts, and
allow the money master a refoud of one
balf.
seller, and the seller neither - sympathised

1f the money master informed the

nor cared for the sick, but abandoned him
to the care of the money wmaster, who did
all that could be done for him till bhis
death, the law dictates, the seller is guilty
of concealment and disregard for a citizen,
in such case divide the purchase money
into three parts, and allow the money
master a refund of 2 from the seller. If
the seller, paid no attention to the sick,
took no care of him, and the sick recover,

His death ¢

whatever may have been the cost of the
slave, the slave skall be the abso'ute,
property of the purchaser. If the seller
wishes to redeem him, the wmaster caun re-
fuse him his redemption,

Fuarther if the seller receives the sick
man, takes him home and caves for him,
and the purchaser visits the sick and as-
sists in taking care of bim with the seller,
and the slave dies, in this case divide the

purchase money into five parts, diminish
it by three fifths and allow the purchascr
ia refund of two fifths. If, however, the
money master took no carc of him, and

simply visited the sick, and the sick per-
| son dies, in that case divide the purchase
money into five parts, diminish it four
fifths and allow the purcnaser a refund
of one fifth.

1f the money master did not visit, did
not care for, did not furnish food for the
sick, the entire care and supply devolved
upoun the ‘seller, and the sick slave die,
the law allows no refund to the money
master, for he abandoved the sick and
neglceted a citizen of the state.

If the seller cared for the sick, and he
recovered, in a space of time of over three
mouths, no interest for that time shall be
allowed the purchaser, the slave shall be
returned to his money master according to
the usages of the eountry. In this case
the purchase mouey shall be divided into
10 parts, diminished by one tenth in favor
of the seller, for his care, and the woney
master shall be entitled to a refund of
nine tenths.

Art. 26. If persons pecuniarily or other-
wise embarrassed sell - temporarily their
children, nephews, nieces and grandchildren
to a purchaser to be by him used in lieu 6f
interest, and the puvchaser and master has
business or trouble and takes his slave to
accompany him, and thieves or marderers,.
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cut, stab and kill, or tigers, eroc:diles or

other animals kill and devour the slave,
the law declares, being the slave of t.he§

purchaser, who touk him with him, the
purchaser is entitled to -no refund from
the seller, because the slave accompanied
his master, 1f the money master is at-
tacked by desperadoes, aud the slave helps
his master, and his master is saved from
death, and the slave who helped is slain,
the mouey waster can claim no refuud for

said slave, as he died in stead of his master.

If the slave who assisted, does not louse

his life and has only received wounds, let
his purchase money be divided into 3 parts,
diminish two-th rds as a bLenefit for the
wounded slave, and allow the money master
ouly a refund of one-third.

Art. 27. should parties sell their chil-

dren, nephews, nieces, brothers and sisters ; G
grant thre: days grace, after the expiration

temporarily, to be used by the pnrchaser
in lien of interest, and after a lapse of time
the money master allows thew to hire ont,
or parties hire them from the money wmas-
ter, and the moncy master, anxions (o re-
ceive Le pay, allows of their being =0 hired,
should thieves or desperadoes rob, cui, stab
and slay the hircd slave, the law will not
allow the money master to receive any re-
fund on the purchase money of the slave
he has bired out, he shall be entitled only
to the pay for the services of the slave
whatever the amount. If the money mas-
ter did not hire out the slave, but the slave

hired himself out, or the parents or selier

of the slave hitcd him out, and the money-

master was not a party thereto or did not
kuow of it, in this ease if thieves and des-
peradoes slay the slave, the entire sum of
the purchase moncy shall be refunded by
the seller to the purchaser, because the
purchaser did not hLire bim ont and was
not knowing thereto, and the pay -of the
hired party shall be given to-the parents

- of the deccased that they may make merit
] for him.  If the employer, hired the slave
" and did not hire him from his money mas-
ter, and the parents and the seller of the
slave were not cognisant of the transaction,
and thieves or desperadoes slay the slave,
or tigers or crocc diles or other animals de-
vour and slay him, or disease and death
overiakes him, the person who so hired the
slave wust be responsible for his indebted-

s ness in full to the money master,

Art. 28. Should pariies sell their chil-
dren or slaves temporarily, and subsequent-
ly the sold persons flee to the seller, and
the m:ney master follows and enquires for
them and the seller conceals them- and
avers they liave not returned, and subse-
quently the master finds them in the house
of the seller, the law declares he conceals

and harbors another’s slave, in. that case

of the fifth day the harborer shail be lia-
ble to a fine of 11,000 shells per.day, if
amonth or more has expired he shall be
rosponsible for the entire price of the
slave. )

Art. 29. If from pecuniary. or other
embarrassment a man temporarily sells his
wife, to be nsed by the purchaser in lien
of interest, and the husbaud does not visit,
does not redeem, and leaves her’ without
attentions over one year, and then comes
to claitn her as his wife, the claim cannot
he entertained. If others redeem her and
wake a wife of her, or if she has a para-
monr or a husband she shall not-be puvish-
able.

Art. 30. If any one from poverty or other
circumstances sells himself temporarily to
another, and no one becomes respousible or
guarantee for Irim, and the purchaser trust-
ing wholly upon the slave. purchases hin,
subsequently should that slave flee his
purchaser, the purchaser can institate no
prosecution against any of his relatives
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whose names are not in the bill of sale,
becanse the rvelatives of the slave did not
become in any way responsible for him,

Art. 81. If money masters, having slaves,
male or female, sell them temporarily to
another, and in the bill of sale designate
the year or the month when the purchase
money for the slave will be refunded. When
the time arrives, if the former master brings
the refund money to the new master, and
the new wmaster declines to receive the
refend, stating that he has compassion ou
his slave, and subsequently. the slave flees
his masler, the furmer master must assist
in finding -and restoring the slave, and if
it be proved that the slave cannot be found,
the new master canuot hold the old master
respousible.

Art. 82. If any person sells temporarily
his children, wives or slaves to another for
him to use, and subsequently the sold per-
sons are treacherous, steal from and flee
their master, if the seller does not find the
slave and retwrn him to his master, the
seller must refund to the master the origi-
If

the slave is caught and the investigation

nal sum entire, and loss aud interest.

proves that he really did rob his master’s
property, he must refund the property en-
tire, and receive 20 stripes with a hide,

Art. 83. Wheun the money waster wish-
€s to receive back his purchase money from
the seller of a temporary rlave, and the
geller pleads poverty and inabil ty to re-
fund, but solicits the favor to become
gnarantee, and asks for the person of the
temporary slave who is being used in lien
of interest, that he may sell him and re-
fund the money to the temporary master,
and if before the sale takes plave that slave
flees or dies, the law declaves that the case
shall be dec ded according to the laws con-
cerning the flight and death of slaves.

Bl

38 Articles concerning temporary selling
and temporary redemption,

InTEREST BEARING Spaves.

Concerning the selling and redeeming of
persons who are allowed to pay iutersst on
the sums advanced.

Art. 1. If any of the inhabitan's sell
persons temporarily fo another, or borrow
money on interest, and give their slaves to
the lender to nse in liea of interedt, and
then prefer paying interest, and take back
their slaves to use in th ir own establish-
ments, then finding that thev caunot make
the interest, they bring back the slave to

‘the lender to use instead of interest, shonld

such slave break or cause the lender’s
property to be lost, the slave must make
good the breakage and loss to the lender
in fall. If the lost property be mueh, and
the slave cannot refund it, or if the money
advanced on the slave be not up to his
actual value, that slave may be sold in the
market for enough to- eover his labilities
to the lender, If, however, the money al-
ready advanced is up to the full value of
the slave, and the seller has interest enough
in hin to redeem him aud use hiug, in that
case the law will allow a reduction of one
half the value of the broken and lost goods
in favor of the slave. If the seller will not
redeern, and the money advanced on the
slave is up to his full value, and there is
fione to redecm him, the law declares that
it is the misfortune of the master:

Art. 2. If any man ir pecuniary or
other embarrassment sells his wife tem-
porarily for whatever sun, and craves the
privilege of paying interest thereon, ac-
cording to custom, subsequently should
the husband die, the law duclares the in-
terest is legitimate, the purchaser is en-
titled both to interest and principal.

Art. 8. If parties sell their childven,

wives, slaves, male or female, and the per-
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sons sold are not made over to the pur-
chaser, but are retaived by the sellers, whe
are to pay interest, if the person sold flees,
and somé of the sellers die, in these-cases
the entire sum advanced shall be refunded
by the surviving sellers, and the interest
shall be divided into 4 parts, and  shall
be deducted in favor of the sellers.

Art. 4, In cases wheve persons are sold
to one another, and the bill of sale says
sold temporarily or sold absolutely, if the
seller does not make over the slave to the
purchaser, but keeps the slave and pays
interest instead, or if the slave has been
made over to the purchaser, and then the
slave is hired or entreated to serve another,
and this receiver keeps the slave and does
not restore him, when the money master
asks for his slave {rom the reeciver, and
receives neither interest nor hire for his
slave, and the receiver says that the slave
bas fled or died, the master is entitled
to recuver from the receiver of the slave
his principal, his interest, and the slives’
pay from the receiver in full,

Art. 5. X slaves of merchants, noblesand
others, living on the land or on the water,
are allowed to buy and sell goods in vessels,
afloat, at landings, with oxen, or buffaloes,
or caris, and the slave has in charge
cloths, silks, uteusils, glass or crockery
ware for sale, and the slave pays interest
to his money master, and the master has
received interest, should such slave flee
with the goods-entrusted to him by others
for sale, the owner of the zoods cannot
claim the lost goods from the money mas-
ter, and the money master cannot claim
the slave from the owner of the entrusted
goods, The law declares both shall be
losers, both should help in securing the
slaves.

Art. 6. If from poverty or other pe-
cuniary embarrassments parties sell tem-
porarily their relatives, brothers, sisters,
nephews and nieces to others, or if they

scll themselves to be used inlien of inter-
est and there are bills of sale in confirma-
tion thereof. If iv this case the purchaser
does not take the slaves to use, but the
slaves prefer to pay-interest and remaiu at
their own homes near or remote, should
these slaves borrow money from others on
interest where they live, and the lender is
ignorant of their previons obligations te
others, subsequently, those who have ad-
vanced mionies on interest wish the return
of th¥ir principal and its interest, and the
borrower refuses to pay, but says he is the
slave of another, aud that other eomes fors
ward and says he s his slave, liable to pay
interest but had fled, if upon investigation
it is proven that he was the slave of avoth-
er for a long period, the law declares
there are two masters, who are entitkéd to
interest in different places, that slave shall
be punished 30 lashes with the rattan.
The amount of the complicated indebted-
ness shall be divided into two parts, the
money master shall be compelled to pay
one part, becanse he allowed his slave to
wmake contracts in other places, and the
other half shall be lost to the recent lender,
6 Articles on Interest bearing slaves.

ABsoLuTe SLAVES.
Concerning slaves sold or redeemed
absolutely.

Art. 1. Of slaves soid temporarily, if
the female has been sold. for 189 ticals,
and the male for 219 ticals and they flee,
the purchase money cau be recovered from
the seller, but if the priee of the man and
the wolian exceeds the snms above men~
tioned, and the money master punishes his
slaves, no prosecution for snch ehastise-
ment ean be instituted against the master,
because the slaves’ value exceeds the legal
limits, such slaves are absolutely the
property of the master.

Art, 2. When parties sell their slaves;
persons, and children to others and the
persons sold flee to the seller, and they or:
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others retain the fugitive 2 or 8 days and
do not inform the money master, and the
money master finds the fugitive, the party
harboring the fugitive must pay the mouey
master for each day 11000 shells. If tle
fugitive has been there 2 or 8 years the
harborer must pay the full value of the
slave,

Art. 8. If parties who are poor sl
themselves one to another absolutely, aud
the sold flee before the expiration of one
month, the seller must pay back to the
purchaser the full amount of the purchase
woney. If more than one month has ex-
pired af er the sale, and the slave flees, that
must be the wisfortane of the money mas-
ter who purchased the slave. Further it
the slave is suddenly afflicted with dis-
astrous disease, or derangement, or any
disabling iufirmity within one month after
the purchase, the purchaser can return
him to the seller and claim a refund of the
purchase money; if more than a month has
trapspired and he is thus overtaken, it
shall be the misfortune of the purchaser,
the seller cannot be made responsible.
The law declares that one month must
transpire before the absolute sale is effect-
ive. Should others clajm that slave as his
or as belonging to another, the purchaser
then can claim the vefund of his parchase
money from the seller,

Art. 4. When a child has been sold
ahsolutely to another, and then the seller
steals that child, the seller shall be fined
and punished as a thief, becanse he sold
absolately, then stole and gave trouble to
the puarchaser.

Art. 5. When parties sell females, or
others, their childven, nephews, nieces,
brothers and sisters to others temporarily,
if the purchaser sells these = temporary
slaves absolutely to others, and after the
lapse of time the female slaves have one or
more children born while with the absolute

master, the law allows the parents or gov-

ernment masters of the temporarily sold
slave to refund to“the temporary master
his purchase mouney, aud the judgés shall
insist that the slaves and their progeny
shall be recovered from the absolute mas-
ter and restored to their parvents or to their
government masters, because one who has
purchased slaves temporarily - cannot sell
them absolutely.

GexpraL Laws.

Art. 1 In. cases of borrowing or of
owing, or of selling persons, if the bor-
rowed, or sale money has not been paid
to the borrower, or seller, and on investi-
gation it is proved that the money has not
been piid, the laws declare it an at-
tempt to swindle another of his property,
the penalty sball be double the amount
claimed. If it is proved that tlic amouns
of the borrowed, or the purchase money
has been paid, and is still claimed, the
amount claimed shall be paid by the over-

-reaching party.

Art. 2. When a claim is wade for
money borrowed, or owed, or for the pur-
chase. mouey of persons sold, ‘that the
money was paid the creditor, but the
creditor has given no receipt, and has not:
returned paper8 of indebtedness or bills
of sale, and the creditor or: purchaser ar-
rests the slave who was indebted, uses him,
and punishes him, if on investigation it'is
proved that the slave debtor has paid-the
master creditor, but the master creditor
did vot return the papers of indebtedness
or bills of sale to the party who made
payment, the law pronounces him avari-
ciously desirous of anothers, heshallbefined
the amount he claimed. IFf he pupished
the wronged party. he shall be fined for
beating the slave. If; however, the money
claimed as debt or purchase money has
not been paid, the law proneunces the at-
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tempt a swindle, the sum sought shail be
doubled and puid the claimant.

Art. 8. If first wives, middle wives and
last wives, sell themsclves to one rnother
and have suitable evidences thereof, and
they refund c:zsi]y, the pur haser can claim
only the principal, no iuterest can be
allowed, the entive principal only ean be
claimed, becanse they have bat the one
husband in eommon.

Art. 4. If parties of limited rweans
redeem slaves from their masters, but have
not paid the purchase money, or hai e paid
only in part, and the former owner allows
the slave to go to the party redecming
him, and the slave flees the new master
and returns to the scller, 1t the seller re-
fund the pact paymen which he received
If the slave
bas returded to hLis former master and
dies or flees him, then let the seller refund
the part payment to the later .purchaser.
because the purchase moncy had not been
paid in full.  Should the slave flee or die
elsewhere, the misfortune will belong to
both parties, as each party is desirvous of
his refund, the unsettled balance on both
sides will be lost to each.

from the later purchaser.

Art. 5. If a person is the slave of
another, and lives with his mouney master,
if the awouit of purchade money wos
small, and he has lived with and been
used by his mouey muaster long, and the
money master is unfortunate and pour and
sells him tewporarily to another for a sum
greater than he originally paid, should
that slave not like his new master, and
wish to repay what bhad been paid on
him, he can repay only -the small amount
that was at first advanced for him. The
new tnaster can claim the excess balauce
which he has paid from the slave’s former
master. If, however, the purchase money
of the slave was at first large, and his
master sells him to another for a less sum

“er one third.

than what he paid, and - the slave does not
like his wnew master, and wishes: to
refund the money for which he:was pur-
chased, he must refund to bis former mas-
ter, who must refund to the new master,
and then both masters must give to the
slave the papers of bis purchase,

Art. 6. If parties lodge suit in.a court
azaiust debtors, siaves or persons whom
they have redeemed, and the judges en=
force payment, but the accused “parties
find none to help or redeem them and
they are uwnder the jurisdietion of the
judges long, over three months, and then
parties come forward to assist- and obtain
their liberatiou from the judges, the law
declares that sueh assistance i as if given
to one in the'hold of a vessel, even if sach
rescucd party has husband or chiidren
they shall belong absolutely to the party
Should “any
afterwards mwaintain that that partyisa
debtor to them, such plaint cannot be en-
tertained, because the party was redeemed
from the judges.

who has redeemed thew.

Art. 7. Slaves, who have done wrong,
may be punished by their masters or their
purchasers to whom offencc hasbeen given,
but the punishiment must not be excessive.
If the punishiment awmounts to gashes or
breakage, in that case the purchase money
paid for the slave must be divided into
three parts, deduet two thirds in favor of
the abused slave and allow the purchas-
If the' puunishmeut ocea-
sions death, the master must foifeit his
life therefore.

Art. 8. Tf parties sell. persons tempora-
rily in two or threc places, and accusation
is made and proved, the law requires that
the purchasers shall ‘be refusded succes-
sively.

In A.D.844. H. M. Rams-tihenden
IT. estublished the followiug bases of
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If the subjects of
the government, slaves or other Siamesc,

laws on this subject.

flec their government or, their money was-
ters, and the wasters find the refuges at
the bouse of another, they must not forei-

ly abstract'them from the establishment,
Let the government or money master make
his statement to the harborer of the re-
fugee, and wake him over to his safe
keeping. If the harbover does not know
the place of residence of the refagee, then
report to the proper officials of the locali-
ty, lodge a complaint, that the refagee
may be arvesied and dealt with aceording
It

the refugee has fled loug, and the govern-

to law throngh the proper channels.

ment or money master fiuds bim in the
establishment of another, make him over
to the owner of the establishment for safe
keeping, if the owwer will not become
responsible for his safe keeping, inforin
the masters of tcus or of hundreds. Secure
his arrest and place him in the hands of
the judge; send a notification to Lis gov-
ernment master to deliver him to the
proper authorities for trial, If the refu-
gee is found in the mmarket, make the
statement to the owuer of the market, and
present your authority to the proper.au-
thorities, then let papers be made, calling
for his trial according to the laws of the
land. If the refugee is found in the
highway or in the street, and there is no
opportunity of making him over to the safe
keeping of another, take him to the judges
and let the Yokrabat receive the state-
ments of the parties. If the refugee admits
that he is a bond or the government ser-
vant of any one, let them be sent for, and
proceed with the trial, but the refugee
must be firmly secured by irons or con-
finement, and after three days speedily
send notifications to his masters to come
and present their claims and prosccute
them. If at the expiration of seven days,

- the street.
. slave in the street knew the slave had fled

the masters make no appearnnce, let the
judges make the refugee over to she safe
keeping of the first muaster forthe time
being. When the parties make their ap:
pearaneé, then send for him and prosecuta
the case acecording to law. If the aceused
party flees and seeks bis master voluutar-
ily, let him be taken to the judges, and
let the Yokrabat take down his statement,
and if he admits that he is the government
or bond servant of anuther, let an expert
report the ease to the owner of the place of
his abode, and let him come forward and
and prosecute the case, but the refugee
must- be retained by the judges. If seven
days transpire and no appearance is inade
against him, let the judges make him over
to the safe keeping of his previous govern-
ment or bond master, so that when an ap-
pearance is made Against him, he may be
prosecuted aceording to law.

Art. 1. If persons have slives, males or
females, and the money waster has used
them in his service long, in conrse of time
should the slave flee and take refuge in the
establishment, premises, houses or country
of another and the movey master pursue
and find his slave; and. the 1aster wishes
to take away his slave, and the master of
said premises. establishment, houses or
country refuses to give up the slave, the

law declares the slave has fallen to him.

Art. 2. If persons have slaves; males or
females, and the master has had the bene-
fit of his personal services loung, and in
course of time the slave flees, and any one
meets said slave in the street, and the one
meeting converses with the slave, and the
slave flees him, but the one wmeeting  wag
not aware that he had fled bis master,
and the master meets them, he cannot
bring an action against the one who met
the slave, because they casnally met in
If the person who met the
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his money master, or if the person who
thus met im was a blood velation, thelaw
declares that person a thief, becanse e was
velated by blood and knew the circum-
stances.
Art. 3.

are on their way for its execution, and have

If people have busivess and

not yet veached the abode of the party
with whow they have busiuness, but stop,
in transit at the Salah of a temple, or at
any bouse or building on the way, and a
slave, who has fled his master, come and
put up temporarily at the same p'ace and
at the same time, and the master in pnrsait
of his slave finds him with these temporary
sujowiners, these sojourners cannot be ac-
cused of haviny stolen the slaves or people
of anovther, because the place is n shelter-
ing place for all people.

Art. 4. If brothers, sisters, nephews,
nieces, grand children and great grand
children become poor and the uncles, annts
or grand parents purchase them, and then
others ask them in marriage, and they are
given, no matter how many children may
be born to them, male or female, the above
mentioned relative, who purchased the
mother, cannot claim one of them as a
slave. If they have not been purchased,
and they have been simply supported,
and are not willing longer to live with the
patron relative, their wishes are to be grat-
ified.
relatives, no matter how much, the prinei-

No

If they have borrowed, or owe these

al.alone can be claimed from them.
interest can be demanded.

Art. 5. If any slave is claimed by an-
other, the purchaser must condnct the
claimant to the seller, and he is thereby
free from guilt. If the purchaser cannot
conduct the claimant to the seller of the
slave, and the purchase money of the slave
is not up to his full value, or there are no
witnesses when the purchase was effected,

in that case the purchaser will be liable to
the severe penalties of a thief. If the
seller caunot be produced, and there ave
witnesses to the purchase and the pur-
chase money was up to the full value of the
stave, the purchaser cannot be proceeded
against as & thief. He ean be made to
loose onlg his slave, to be restored to the
original owner, the claimant.

Art. 6. If a slave flees his master and
one finds him 1n the street, or if the slave
flees to one who knows not whether he is a.
slave, or free, nor his relatives nor location,
the person to whose house the slave has
cote must m ke enquiries whether the mas-
ter of the slave livesin the same locality, if
sn; the master of the honse must take him
to his master, that he may come and re-
deem him. If the master does not come
to redeem him, and the slave escapes, flees
or dies, no blame cau attach to the party
Should the slave dé-
clare shat his money master lives in anoth-

who obtaived him.

er town or province, let him who has ob-
tained the slave convey the fugitive to the
governor or officials of his place, pethaps
they may know the master of the slave.
If the party who has obtained the slave
does not inform the wmaster of the fuygitive
or does not inform the officials of the local-
ity, and retains the slave in his house, un-
der these circumstances one or two months,
and the slave flees or dies, the master of
that house must make good the slave: to
his master,

Art. 7. If the slave, or the wife of any
one flees to one or more provinces and any
one retains the fagitive and avails of his or
her persoual services, and the harborer has
presented the fugitive to the proper au-
thorities, who have seen and noted his or
her statements, if the master of the slave
or other person comes and claims the fogi-
tive, the master must pay a reward suita-
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ble to the fugitive male or female. If the
fugitive is a wale and bas in his flight
passed one provinee, he shall pay a reward
for the keeping of the slave $ 8.60. If a
female $ 2.40. If the fugitive has in his
flight passed 2, 8,4 or 5 provinces, the
money or other master must pay a reward
for each male § 7.20, for each female
$ 4.80, then the fugitive can be restored to
the claimant. If the fugitive has been
earning a living a long time and has mean-
while several childrén male or ferale, and
the claimant would take with himr the
children, let the master of the house re-
ceive a reward for the care of each child,
because the protector cared for the children
also. If a person holding no official posi-
tion find another's slave, and gives no in-
formation thereof and there is no declara-
tion of the fugitive with the authorities,
then fine the harborer as if he were a thief,
but if he did inform the proper officers, he
cannot be liable to any prosecution because
he reported the matter to the authorities.
Art. 8. If a slave runs away with his
irons on, and the master re-acquires the fugi-
tive, and the fugitive declares that others
removed hisirons, and then made him over
to his master, the person so having done
If the fugi-
tive is made over (o his master with his
chains on, he is entitled to a reward suita:

is not entitled to any reward.

ble to ‘he distance.

Art. 9. If a slave flee his. master and
has stolen his master’s property also, and
the master find him and bring him back,
the fugitive and thief must pay for
what he lias stolen in full, and like-
wise pay ptincipal and interest in full
on his, purchase money according to the
law. If the money master pursue and
find the fugitive, and is about to take him
back, and any one becomes his guarantee,
and the slave flees again, the value of the

goods he stole shall be recoverable from the
guarantee. If, however, the money mas-
ter pursues and finds hhn, and then the
slaves dies the orignal purchase woney of
the slave shall be recoverable fiom the
seller according to the Jaws,

Art. 10. If slaves or debtors flee to any
given place, and the money master, or the
craditor pay a reward, or hire persons to
arrest thew, this reward or hire wmust be
wiet by the fugitive slave or debtor, on
whose account it was paid out.

Art. 11. If parties invite another’s sltaves
to barter or trade in other pravinees, or for
whatever purpese and the slaves flee the in-
viting party, the inviting party must pay
half the purehase money of the slave first,
for the other half one month’s grace shall
be given him, if he fails to find the fugi-
tive he must then pay the other bLalf in
full to the master. Subsequently, how-
ever, shonld the party who had made the
payments fivd the slave he shall be en-
titled to keep him as his slave.

Art. 12, If any oue stands security for
another, and then pretends that he has fled.
In the course of time should the master
find his slave, and bring him before the
judges, and it is proved that the guarantee
sold him, or id him, the guarantee shall
be fined double the amount of the pur-
chase moucy, half of which shall go to
the Government and half to the waster,
and that slave shall be subjected to ten
cuts with a hide-whip, snd then he must
be restored to his master.

Art. 13, If a master directs his tem-
porary slave to watch his house, and the
children or relatives of the master take
strangers into the house, and goods are
lost, the lost goods must be made good by
those who adwitted the strangers and not
by the slave.

Art. 14. If a slave i3 a plaintiff, de-
claring that he is not such a man’s slave,
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or that he has refunded his purchase
money, if upon investigation it is proved
thit be ig a slave and bas not refunded
his purchase money, that slave shall re-
ceive ten cuts with a hide and shall be
restored to his master, as a deterraut
agaiust future presumptions of this nature.

Art. 15. If persons who have slaves,
males or females, have had their personal
gervices long, and subsequently should
there spring up a famine, and the master
be unable to provide food for his slaves,
and turn his slaves adrift to seek their
own subsistence, and the slave goes to
another and that other feeds him during
the famine, and then should the master
sce his slave aud attempt to claim bim he
shall not be allowed to do so. When the
famive is over, and food is pleuntiful the
master canuot reclaim the slave, because
during the fumine he put forth wvo such
Ppretensions.

Art. 16. If calamities overtake the
country, or famine, and parties have many
slaves, and the mister cannot provide food
for his slaves, and abandous his slaves to
provide food for themselves, and the slaves
arve unable to support themselves, and
they seek shelter and food from others,
and those others feed and protect them,
when food beecomes plentiful, and the ca-
lamities have passed, former masters can-
not claim their slaves, the forwmer master
must purchase them -at a fixed full value
from those who fed and cared for them,
for had they not fed and cared for them,
thé slaves would have perished.

Art. 17. Parties having slaves, male or |

female, and having had their personal
services long, and calamities or famine
arise, and the slaves have not the means
of supporting themselves, and place them-
selves under the protection and support of
others, and those others made no inquiries

about their position and masters, and sup- |

port the slave without informing the mas-
ter, subsequently when food becomes a-
bundaut, the master of the slave finds Lis
slave and wishes his return, the law de-
clares that the purchase money of the
slave shall be divide 1 into two parts, and
one purt shall be given to the party who
had supported and cared for the slave, and
the other half to the master.

Art. 18, If a slave flers his master to
any place, and any one finds that slave
and informs the master and asks to pur-
chaxe the slave from the master, after-
wards the proposer returns and informs
the master that the slave has fled, the law
pronounces that man a deceiver and a liar,
and insists on his restoring the slave, if he
does not produce the slave, he must pay
to bis master the full amount of the pur-
chase money,

Art. 19. TIf a master is using his slave
and the sluve sickens and remains sick
months or years, and the muster has not
been able to use him, the law will not
allow the master to claim interest on the
purchase money from date of sickness.

Art. 20. TIf a temporary slave has ¢hil-
dren that were borp in the house of the
money master they shall be the absolute
slaves of the money master. If the slave
child does not like to live with bis master,
the master is entitled to his value accord-
ing to his age and strength, If that value
1s less than 1:0 ticals, and that slave had
children born in the house of the master,
no matter how many they cannot be con-
sidered slave children. If the mouney
master bad the care of thein from the age
of 7 years down, he shall be entitled to an
allowanece for the rearing of the child, but
beyond that age, the law declares he could
care for himself and could be used.

Art. 21. If parties religiously inclined
are pleased to allow their slaves to
enter the priesthiood or to become female
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devotecs in the temples, when these priests
or female devatees come out of the priest-
hood or cease to be devotees in the tem-
p es, the money master caunot claim their
return to servitude, or a refund of his
parchase money, if the slave eutered the
priesthood or the female slave became a
devotee with the cousent of the money
aster,

Art. 22, If persons harbor a slave in
their house, and the wmnster finds him
there and wishes to take away his slave,
aund the harborer asks grace for a given
namb-r of days, when he promises to de-
liver over the slave, and fails to fulfill his
promise, causing the master the loss of
the lubor of his slave, if the kept back
slave be a male he must, pay at the rate
of 300 per day, if a female at the rate-of
150 per day, if over one or two months
he will be liable to half the purchase
money of the slave.

Art. 23, If slaves have slave relatives,
and they help harbor und counceal oue
another, and the moncy masters of the
concenling and concealed slaves are in-
formed of the harboring and concealment,
and they enquire of their slaves, and their
slaves equivocate and do not tell the truth,
when the master of the coucea'ed slave
fids him, aund it is proved that the related
slaves did harbor and conceal, the slaves
who participated io the conccalinent shall
be castigated according to the graveuess
of their offence.

Art. 24. If a master has a slave, and
made known vo desire to sell him,and an-
other asks to purchase him, and the slave
flees his master, the law declaves that he
who offered to ptirchase is a malicious
man, and that the slave fled because he
offered to purchase him, the proposed pur-
chaser must make good the absconded
slave to bis master. Should, however,

C1L

the fugitive slave come forward, and af-
firm that the proposed purchaser conceal-
ed him or made appointments and arrange-
meuts for his flight, that instigator shall
be pronouuced a slave stealer, aud be fiued
and punished as such.

Art. 25, If merchants, noblemen of de.
partinents, or persons of means possessiug
many slaves, send them to trade by land,
by water, north or south, and the slaves
thus seut flee at any place, and are sub.
jects of litigation fn any court on their
lines of travel, aud the master knows not
thercof, and after the lapse of wmuch time
parties take up their cause avd release
them from their liabilities to the court,
and after the lapse of time, the money
master of the slave wishes to regain pos-
session of his slave, the party who relieved
the slave can claim and shall be paid in
full all his expenses in securing the rescue
of the slave, and the motiey master must
wake a suitable thank offering to the res-
cuer, then the rescuer shall restore the
slave to his money niaster. If that slave
caused breakage or loss of his master’s
property, the slave must make it good to
his master.

Art. 26. If a master serds his slave on
his business, and the  slive be taken a
prisoner by hostile forces, aud is kept as a
prisoner of war, should such captive slave
escape his captivity, he shall also cease to
be the slave of his master. If the slave
went on his own business and is captured,
and effects a retarn, he shall still be the
slave of his muster.

In 1014 A, D., H. M. the King of Siam
established the following laws ou the sub-
jeet of slavery.

Art. 1. In the P'ra-t'ama-saht of old it
was said, if elepliants, horses, oxen, butfa-
loes, silver, gold, slaves or persons, cloth-
ing, bouts, food, eatables and goods of any
descriptiun were purchased, aud the money
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for the parehases had not heen paid, if the
seller is vaptured in war and is earried away
far or near, and the purehaser has not beenr
eaptured, the seller is entitled to recover inI
full from the purchaser.
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Art 4. If 2 boud slave does not wish to
remain with  his waster, and secks for
money to refund bis master, and the mat-
ter has not been into court and the master

1f the parchaser | elaims fromr the slave amonuts not inelnded
becomes @ eaptive of war, and the Se”et'g i the bill of sale, if upon. fnvestigation it
not, the law will not allow the seHer ‘ ® p‘-o-ved that she master wished to take
to recover any of the purchased goods from | advantage of the elave, whatever amount

the purchaser.  If money, or property pur- | the master chaimed in excess of the real in-

chased or borrowed bas guarantees and is
interest bearing, they shall be treated as
before stated.

victims of war, investigate the matter, if

B persons of any rank fall

the vietime of war have left preperty,
debts, slaves or free persons with their pa-
renty, brothers, sisters or relatives,let these
refatives who are in possession of such
property pay all legitimate claims, let not
another Ioose. If the captive of war makes
his eseape and returns, and has property;
let him pay his liabilities as herein stated.

Art. 2. If upon a defeat in war, the
Capital is taken and the inhabitants, sub-
jeets of the Government, disperse, scatter
aud reside in other countries, shonld H. M.
eollect forces enough to vanquish the foe,
recapture the Capital, and vestore order,
and after the victory the officers of H. M.
army should gather together the dispersed
people of Siam avd bring them back, they
belong absolutely to them.
ers can claim no efund of parehase money
for them.

Previous own-

Art. 8. If a slave flces hiis master and
resides in another loeation, and is eaptured
in war, if he effects an escape and returne
he shall be restored to his master. If he
did not flee, but was a'lowed to pay interest,
and in this case beeomes a euptive of war,
Divide the purehase money into three
parts, give the master one third, and de-
duct two thirds in favor of the seller, as
the circumstances were a misfortune to ally
and confusion to the kingdom, in which
the purchaser must share.

debteduess, donble the excess sumy and de-
duet it from the refund. Do not allow the
pesple to take improper advantage of eaels
other.
Art. 5.
against a wmaster compelbng him to be
brought before a eourt, the law requirves
that the shave shall refund to the master
the purchase moiey first.

If a olave has a provaeation

Do not enter-
tain a complaint while the master has not
been yefunded. If the master has been
guilty of a grave crimiua} offonce, a com-
plaint may be entertained thowgh the pur-
ehase money has not yet been refunded.

Art. 6. If a slave desires no lenger to
remsin witly bis master, and be obtaius the
money and offers paymment to the master,
and the master refuses to reeeive the re-
fond, the law cannot faver such refusal.
If theslave has presented the meney thriee,
and the master refuses to receive it, the
master shall forfeit one tenth of th: eutive
sum for suely refusal, because We made
difficolty for the slave. If the slave did ncs
present the refund to the master, and en-
ters swit against his master to compel the
receipt thereof, and the master has been
A gged indo comrt, the slave must pay the
master in addition ene tenth of the entire
purehase money.

Art. 7. When slaves and slaves quarrel
together, and abuse each otber’s master,
the masters bave not heard the
abnse with their but the
slaves only have related the abuse, th

an

own ear:,
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miasters cannot base apon such state-
wmeats a charge of abuse, they have o
tight to heed such statements and base
complaints apon them. If
has heard with his owu ears aind s-en with

the master

his own cyes the altercation and abuse,
then lic may base thereon a charge of a-
buse,

Art. 8. If slaves, male or female, are
properly aud mercifully used by their mas-
ters, aud they a quire clothing and proper-
ty, should these slaves die, the slaves’ prop-
erty shall fall to the wmaster, Lecause he
was the persoral servant of the master and
acquired these possessions in his master's
establishment.

Art. 9.
before he became a slave, and dies while in

If a slave possessed property

slavery, in that case the master cannot
claim the property of the siave, because
that property was not acquired in. the
house of the master. That property shall
belong to the wife, children and relatives
of the deveased slave. If the slave has no
husband, wife, children nor relatives, then
let the property belong to the master ac-
ording to the declarations of the P’ra-
t'ama-saht,

Art. 10. If a slave betrays his wmaster
and accuses him of theft, burglary and

other crimes, acenses him of swindling

or devising against the state, and the inves-
tigation demonstrates these charges false,
and the master is not a tyraut, the law
declares that that betrayer shail be publicly
exposed upon a tripod, a sign shall be
placed upon his face, and he shall be pub-

|

licly exposed and compelled to cry aloud

let no one follow the example of a traitor
who betrayed his master.
him, with castigation, cut his mouth and

sell hiwn, If the master was tyrannieal,

sutitled to his freedom, and subject to no
punishwent,

Iu the year 724 A. D., H. M. the King
received a petition concerning poor people
who had sold temporarily their brothers,
sisters nud velatives te purchasers, who
subsequently took the femule slaves as
wives, and had or had not children by
them, and then abandoned them, but in-
sisted ou being refunded the full amount
of their purchase money. The petitioners
eraved iastrustions ou this point. Where-
apon H. M. directed the following laws
upon the subject, which took effect from
that date.

Art. 1. When slaves cohabit with each
other, and have children, male or female,
in the house of the money master, or bLis
relatives, the children belong absolutely
to the moaney master of the woman. If
the purchase money of the woman is not
up te her full value, the master shall not
be entitled to the value of the child, he can
only claim enough for loss of the mother’s
time, when she conld not work. If the
wmother was bought for her full value,
then he may elaim the full value of the
child. If the woman’s husband was a
freeman, and the child was born in the
house of the money master of the woman,

i divide the value of the child into three

} 7 | parts, deduct oue part in favor of the free
others or the goverament, of being a traitor

father, and allow two thirds to the master
of the woman. 1f the woman followed
the man, lived at his house, and bore ¢hil-
dren male or female, divide the value of
the children into two parts; give one part

- to the father and mother of the ohild, and

one part to the woney master. If the
woman is a free wowan and cohabits with

; a sluve and has children, the children be-
Then punish |

long to the woman. If the money master

‘of a man slave, solicits for a free woman

and his accusations are proved, he shall be ;
i

for the wife of his man slave, and they

have issue, the value of the children
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shall be divided into 8 paits, one part
shall belong to the master of the wman
slave.

Aret. 2. If slaves cohabit and suppert
each other, the one flees and the other
remaivs, the money master canuot ¢la m
from the one remaining the value of the
refugee. If the one remaining gave n
paper and becanie guarantee for the fuyi-
tive, then he can elaim the fugitive’s value
as per agreement.

Art. 3. When one purchases a slave,
and the slave brings with him or her a
child, if under seven years of age, and the
master sends the pavent to work and re-
tains the child, if the child is lost, aud
the master is indifferent as to the loss, he
is bound to find the child and restore it to
its parent. If the child is dead and the
body cannot be found and made over to
the parent, estitnate the vaiue of the ehild
acoording to its age, and insist on his pay-
If the child

is over seven yecars c¢ld, no blame can
attach to the master.

ing that sum to the mother.

Avt. 4. If a freeman bas fancied aslave
woman, and she 1s enceinte by, him, he must
eare for her in that state till 3 months
after delivery. 1f during that state she
dies, divide the saum of her purchase
wmoney into three parts, deduot one part
and compel the freeman to refund to the
master two parts. If the freeman did vot
care for the slave woman in that state,
and the womnn is delivered and dies, the
freeman must pay her full value. If the
freeman cared for the woman in that state,
and no mishap has befallen her, and the
man and woman have no further regard
for each other, divide the value of the
child for the freeman and for the bond-
If the man did not care for the
womun during her enceinte, there shall be
no div'isiqn of the value of the child in
favor of the freeman.

woman.

Art. 5. If a waman has been redecmed
for more than 24 ticals ($14.20) and =
husband iz provided for her and a man
has been redecmed for mere 28 tieals
($16.80) and a wife is provided for him,
if both these slaves have ehildren, no
matter how ma y, in the house of the
money wmaster, or of his relatives, all the
children shall belong absolutely to the
purchaser.  Ef they did ro* live in the
establishment of the money master, in
that case, the law says, divide the value
of each child into five parts, and allow
the slaves one part, and four parts to the
master, because they solicited the privilege
of living apart from the money master.
If the former money waster asked that
they live with him, no deduction shall be
made in favor of the children.

Art. 6. If a money master, or the rela-
tives and parents of the master, take =
temporary slave girl, treat her as a wife
and have children by her, no matter what
number, the woman becowmes free because
of her children.
wish no longer to sustain that relation to

If the man and woman

each other, and wish a separation, in that
case nothing can be recovered from the
The children are the off-
spring of a worthy person, and belong ab-
solutely to the father.

slave woman.

Are. 7. If the slave woman of one mas-
ter cohabits with the slave man of another
waster and they bave children, no matter
how wany, all the children shall belong
absolutely to the master of the moth r, as
a heifer that has been let loose, all her
calves belong to the owner of the heifer.

Art. 8. If a slave wife has a child and
dies or the child dies and the miother sar-
vives, no refund ean be reelaimed from
the seller. The pnrehaser must return
to her the sale papers as if she were a
free wife. The celestial beings cannot,
much less can man avert death.
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Art. 9 If the owner of a female slave |

takes that female slave for a wife, and after
a lapse of tine, the money master does not
wish to live with the slave wife, divide
the purehase money into two parts, deduct
oue part in favor of the wowan, and the
other part give to the master. If the
woman does not wish to live with her
master husband, then she must refund to
him the purehase wouey in full because
she is estranged from bim,

Art. 10. I a freeman fancies a slave
girl, and the freewan does not redeem
her from her mwaster, but supports her at
lkis home and does not restore the slave
girl to her money wmaster, whether she
has children or uot by her husband, and
the slave girl is so kept that she cannot or
does not serve her master, the law deelares
that man presumptuons, a disregarder of
the laws of the land, his offence is finable
and he must pay the master for loss of
gervices. [f the wowman has children by
him, let him not pay for loss of serviees,
but give the children to the mother be-
cause they are born under the bouds to
the master,

Art. 11. If slaves harbor cach other,
without the kuowledge of the master, and
the master of ome slave knows that his
slave harbors another’s slave, and retains
bim and says that he himself harbors that
slave, give uo heed to such statement, be-
Let the
master call his own slave to him.  If the
master of the slave fiuds the slave himself,
and retains him, then let him inform the

cause both partics are slaves,

master of that slave, and comwmand his
glave to produce the other slave, if be
does not produce him, then fine the master
of the slave who harbored the other's slave
half the purchase money, because the mas-
ter was kuowing to the aci of his slave,
Art. 12. If slaves harbor slaves -and
then sell one another to any party, and

the master is not knowing thereto, these
slaves shall be punished naceording the
amount of the purchase money, then de-
liver them over to their masters, If the
former master did not castigate bim, let
the party redeeming him pay ouly hulf
the purchase money, because his master

.did not give due attention.

Art. 13. If any presamptuons person,
contiding in Lis physical force and the
number of his partisans, by himself seizes,
forces and violates the female slave of
another, and that slave woman at first
cries out and resists, and there are those
who saw and heard, and that woman was
violated or not, and it is proved, he shall
be fined according to the old law. If the
slave that was forced has been wounded
and has sears fine again for the wounuds,
and those who accompanied the foreing
party shall be fined oue half. If several
men forcibly violated the woman, all the
offenders shall be castigated with 30
stripes, and they shall be fined according
to rank, beeause they are desperadoes.

Art. 14, If a female slave has a para-
mour, and paramour's master knows or
does not know, and the two paramours
fight and slay, the law declares the slayer
shall be executed. Ii H. M. remits the
execution, the slayer shall be puniched
and fined according to law. If the person
slain is a slave, and the slayer is of a Nuh
grade less than 400, double Lis Nah grade,
the master of the slain slave shall reccive
the entire purchase money he paid for the
slave, over and above that shall go to the
purchase of food for the Royal elephants,
The bad slave woman shall be publicly
exhibited as one who had no busband, if
she had two paramours, the remaining,
paramour, cannot escape public exposure,
be shall be castigated with 30 cuts, and
then be returned to his master.

Tar eno of THE Laws oX Suavery,
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The fo.lowing Articles are collected
from other Chapters of the laws of Siaw,
as they have sowme relation to slaves.

From the Chapter ou Misceiluneous

Laws, we extract the following Articles.

Rerarivg vo Hirixg or asxiNe THE
SERVICE OF OTHERS,

Art. 8. Lf auy oue hires or asks a
brother or sister, or oth.r relative, a gov-
ernment servant, or a slave to perform a
certain work, but did not hire them, nor
make the request for their services from
the parents or the woney wasters of the
cwiployed persons, and the hiring or the
request, has been made only between the
employer and the employed, under these
circumstances should the employed person
meet with wistortunes, as sickness, death
by crocodiles, water snake, by drowniug,
by tigers, snake bites, or by falling from
a tree, or should the empleyed person flee
or be lost in whatever way, the person
who hired or requested the services of the
unfortunate or lost one, must pay the
value of the lost slave to his money mas-
ter. - if the person hiring or asking his
relatives, or a guvernment or a wmoney
slave to go with him some distance, and
has doue so with the consent of the mas-
ter, or the parents, and they engage iu
the proposcd undertaking, if meanwhile,
before the person employed has been
brought back to his parents or master, a
misfortune overtakes the employed per-
sons as a fatal sickness, or the employed
persons flee, in that case the employer
shall be fined half thé value of the relative
or slave, as a meritorious portion for the
deceased. If a person hires, brothers,
sisters, relatives, government or money
slaves to go with him, or to be employed
in any service, and the pareuts, the gov-
ernment or wmoney master hired out the
employed to the employer and any mis-

furtune befulls the employed, as fatal sick.
ness, or the flight of the employed, iu this
case the employer cannot be compelled to
sty the value of the deccased or’ the lost
ane, becanse the parents, and the wasters
hired him for the sake of the wages.

Art. 10. If any one asks the person
~ho belongs to another to accompany him
on any expedition, and the person thus
asked flees, or is missing anywhere and
caanot be found, the value of that person
wust be divided into two parts, the person
who i.vited” the missing person must pay
one half that value, that it may be ewm-
ployed in searching for the missing, as
the debtor bas a mind.

Art. 11. [f one invites children, rela-
tives, eitizens, or slaves belonging  to
another, to assist in reaping grain, con-
structing a sahlah, or digging a pond,
making a road, or building priests hou es,
or a temple, or a private house, or to do all
kinds and any kind of work, if the invited
party while engazed in that work drinks
to excess and unconscious of good or evil
dies, the person who invited must take
the slave to his money or government
master as a mark of respeet, if he does
not take him to the master, and the slave
flees, or vicious people kill him, by strik-
ing, cutting, stabbing, or if in crossing
water he falls from a bridge and dies, the
person who invited inust wmake good the
slave to the master. If the slave has
been invited, and the opportunity cccars
of going in compliance with the invitation
and if robbers attack, war breaks out and
the invited person is slain, or if the boat
capsizes, and the invited person falis in the
water, and is devoured by crocodiles
or by tigers, and there are witnesses to
the fact, the person who invited must. do
all that is needful to recover the body,

cremate it, and make merit for the de-
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ceased, [f however, the person has been
hired, in that ease the hirer i3 in no way
responsible for ‘the value of the siave.
each party sought to obtain, in that casc
he is responsible only for the wages.
The misfortaue belongs to the hired per-
Farther if children,
slaves of another have baen invited, and

son. relatives or
the inviter asks the invit-d to c¢limb arees,
cocoanut, palm or other trees, or to de
any kind of climbing, and the invied
slave, relative or child of another falls
and dies, the inviter in that case, must
pay the full valne, hecause he did not
It

on the other haud they were bired for the

exercive forcthonght and judgment.

work, the purty hiring must o ity pay the
wages, to be used in making weris for the
unfortunate,

Art. 12, If persons, children or relatives
have been invited, but have not heen aslh-
ed to climb trees, and nc'idents happen
to the persons so invited, the law declares
such is the common fate of auvimals, and
for such fate the iuviter of other people's
slaves, persons, children or relatives can-

not be Leld responsible.

———
O~ Giving PERsONs 10 ANOTIER.

Art. 9. It a slave gives his child to
another, for his child, withont the know-
ledge of his money master, the patrou
who brought up the slave child cannot
claim that child absolutely, the absclute
vight belongs to the money niaster of the
slave child’s parent. If the gift was made
with the knowledge of the mouey master,
in that case, the patron’s rights are abso-
late  Should the muney master wish to
reclaim the stave child, the law will not
recoguize his elaim.

Art. 10. If a female slave flees her
money master and conceals herself in
another distaut town or province, and she
has children male or female, if while far

away from her money master, finding bev-
self embarvassed and uunable to bring up
hor child, she gives it to another as his or
and after the lapse of time, the
money master finds the slave wother and
her children, they must be made over ab-
solutely to the money mister. If, how-
ever, the child prefers to live with the
frster parent, gratify the wish, but the
foster parant wust pay the money master
the fuil value of the child.

e
-

her child,

Srtave Wives,

W now give a few of the laws on the
relation of the sexes, that have a bearing
on the question of slavery.

Art. 43, If 2 man redeems a woman,
who is a slave, and that woman has a
P'ua, and the new money master takes
that woman as. his Mceah, that money
master is liable to the penalties for the
violation of arother’s wife, bucause when
the new money master redeemed her he
did not make the proper settlement to
have her absolutely separated frowm ber
former p’u-ah,

Art. 46, Tf a money master, or relatives,
children or nephews and nieces of the
maney master, force a feinale slave amount-
ing to improper connection, and the slave
at first ~creams and there are witnessss to
prove that she did so, the law directs,
divide her parchase money into two paits,
and let her pay one half to her mouey
naster.  IF the impropricty amounts ouly
to ho ding her haad, her breass, to em-
bracing, kissiug aud vot to improper con-
nection, agiiust her will, and is proved, in
that case, divide her purchasc money into
four parts, and allow the money master 3
thereof. If the femaie encouraged such
acts, such division and deductiou shall
not take place.
to live with ber money master, and will
leave and be separated from him, and she

If she no longer wishes
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has had no ehildren by her money munster,
or his brothers, children, relatives, she
must refund to him to the full amount of
the purchase money.

Art. 47. Tf a money master institutes
complaints against temporary slaves, for
improprieties with the wives of his slaves,
or his free persons, and the impropriety
is proved, the temporary slave shall be
fined, if he cannot pay the fine, he shall
be flogged in lieu thereof, If the tempo-
rary master has preferred a false charge,
let the temporary slave extricate hiwse!f
from bis obligation to his bond master,
become free, that the prosccutor may be
fined as he ought for a false charge
against an unoffending slave, wno is part-
ly free, aud partly slave.

) Aspucrion.
The following articles are from the
laws on Abduction, which bear on the
slave,

Art. 1. If any one steals away a citizen,
a slave, a wife or a child of aunother, and
has not yet effected their escape, but is at
the lauding or place of departure, in the
market, or at a gathering place, and there
are witnesses to prove that the design was
to effeet the flight of the slaves or persons
of another, the law pronounces the person
50 doing a thief, and insists that he be
fined hLalf the value of the person he
wished to abduct. If he conceals another’s
slaves or persons in his “house, and has
not yet effceted an abduction, but has them
in his bouse, he shall be fined the entire
value of the slave or person, If they
have been abducted beyond the town, and
have crossed the river or landing place,
and the owner of the slave or of the per-
son finds them, in that case, fine the offend-
er one half the value of the person he
would abduct. If he has effected the ab-
duction to other towns or provinces, or
has sold the abducted party, and the ab-

ducted party has beeu recovered, fine the
offender double the valug of the abducted
party. If the abducted party has not
beau reeovered, let the offender: pay the
full value of the abdneted party and fine
him double the value of the victim, and flog
him according to the gravity of his offauce,
and tatos hin with the ficave of a lmman
being. The victim who followed him, if
hie was in sympathy with the abductor, if
his age is less than 12 years, he or she
shall. not be puuished, if exceeding the
ages of 13 to 16, he or she shall peceive
20 cuts of tle rattan, if of the age of 17
to 30, inflict 30 cuts of the rattar and
restore the victim to the government ox
nmoney master.

Art. 2. 1f any one abducts the slaves,
persons, or wives of another, and the mas-
ter of the slave, or the husband of the
wife knows not the whereabouts of the
abducted person, and the abductor returns
the slave or the wife, the abductor must
be compelled to restore. the slave or the
wife to the master or the husband, do
not punish the abducior, because out of
respect to the laws he vcluntarily brought
back the abducted party.

Art. 3. If the slaves or persons of
another are sheltered, and concealed in
another’s house, or if they fled and sought
ghelter and concealment, and the receiver
of such persons retain them and with
blandishmeuts endeavor to harbor them,
from 3 to 5 days, they may be regarded
as personal acquaintances visiting each
other. Tfin 8 or § days the receiver:in-
forms the master of the sheltered person,
the law will entertain no action and will
not punish the harborer. Tf they are har-
bored beyoud this time and no inforiation
has been given -the master, in that case,
the harborer shall be fiued for each day’s
harboring 11000 cowries. If they have
been harbored more than a wouth, they
shall be fined the value of the slave or
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person. If the harbored person has been
harbored long and has children, the chil-
dren must be made over to the master of
the slave or of the person. If the fugitive
has been sheltered in a variety of places,
all the harborers shall be liable to exam-
ination, and if proved that they really did
barbor and help eonceal the fugitive, the
fine for harboring shall be divided propor-
tionally among the harborers, for the
time sheltered.  The number of days, and
months shall be made the basis of the fine,
if in the time of 3 to 5 days, deduet 3
days, if beyond the 3 to b days, dednet
days, and for the finable days, balf shall
.belong to the winuer of the case, and half
shall belong to the Crown,

Art. 4. If the slave of another flees,
and solicits from another lodging and food,

and the persou cutreated conceals the fugi-

tive in his house, and does not inform the
master of the slave or other proper person,
and on search heing made the fugitive is
found in the bLouse, and during the trial
attempts to vindicate his action.in the con-
cealment, in this case, the harhorer shall be
fined the entire value of the slave or of the
person.

Art. 5. If the slave, or person of ano-
ther seeks you, and vou supply the fugitive
with provisions, salt, rice, paddles, money
and other articles, adapted to be of service
in helping the slave, or persou to effect an
escape beyond the lim.tx of the town or the
proviuee, into .other towns and proviuces,
that harborer shall make good the value of
the slave. If persons, in unfortunate ecir-
cumstanees, have given their signature and
marks, as slaves, and the slaves flee of their
own accord, the value of the slave cannot
be claimed from the one who gave him the
means, becaunse the sale papers still exist.
If he was such as to be redeemed for his
value, then oblain a statement of denial.

D 1L

When the slave has been recovered, if he
deposes that he was stolem, concealed, or
tewporarily made over, or sold, then fine
for the theft.

Art. 7.
wives of any one flee, when the master of
the slave or the person finds the fugitive,
and the fugitive declares that another party
suggested and divected the flight and wit-~
uesses prove the assertion, that party shall
be fined asone who led to the flight. If
the fugitive is wounded, or sickens, or dies,
the offence of the instigator, who led to
the wound, sickness and death, becomes
heavier. The offence of the fugitive sub~
jects him to the penaliy of flogging accord-
ing to law.

If the persons, children, or

Art, 9. If one has placed his slave in
irons or in a jail, and the slave flee his
wmaster, government or money and seeks
another and that other removes his chains
and fetters and then brings that slave
to bis master, the person who removed
the fetters but brought him to his master,
cannot be made guilty of any crime but he is
entit'ed to no reward. If he brings the
slave with his irons and fetters on to his
master, in this case, he is entitled to a
reward adequate to pay the expenses of the
distance of the journey.

Art. 14. If a slave flees his master and
enters the house of another, and in a
short- time the master tollows and inquires
of the waster of the house, and the master
of the house, equivocates, says he did not
come, and the master finds the slave in
that person’s house, in that ease, divide
the slave’s value into three parts and fine
the equivocater one part, half of which
shall go to the crown and half fo the
master. If the slave effects his eseape by
having entered that house, let the equivoca.
tor be fined ta the full amount of the
cost of the slave.
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Art. 18. If amy one abducts the slave,
male or fersaly, or the relatives of any one
into the house of another, and the pro-

prietor of the house knows not that the;

person was abducled aud bronght to the
house, the proprietor, eannot be
responsible for the as he was

rgnorant of the wsdeed, but if the ab-

crime,

ductor bronght the'stave or person to an-
other's house, and the proprietor knows:
that it was a case of abduction, and  allows
the abducted person to rewain in his honse,
and the investigatibns prove his krnwledge
of the facts of the case; whatever the amount
of the fine infilcted upon the abiductor,
the proprictor of the house, shall be fined
half thet smm beeawse he presnmed to
Yarbor the slave of another in his House.

Art. 19, If the wives, slaves or fiee'!

persons of amother flee to any of the
boandary stations, and are redecrmed from
the gnard stations, sucli sales are valid..
should others prefer claims after sueh

sales, and the purchaserstates that they

were redeemed in distant provinces, and’
there are witnesses and sale papers in
eorfirmation of the statements, and the
redeemed” party, adinits the fucts, in that
case, if the former master wishes the return
of the person he claims, he must pay the
redeeming person all he advanced.

Art, 21. ¥ any oue finds & slave, male
or female of amother, and he drives away
that slave, so a8 to effect hix orher escape,
and there are witnesses to- prove his aets;
that person is respousible to the money mas-
ter for the fall amount of the slave.

Art. 23 If aman is the slave of one
master and a woman the slave of another,
and both- staves flee, the master of the one
slave, can bring no action against the
master of the other, because both fugi ives
have stolen theirvalue from their masterand

have ascaped: If the man was not a slave,

made

is liable to punishment for stealing the

slave woman of another. If the waoman is

} and the wom:n was, and both fHee, the manw
‘;

f not a slave, and the man iy, and both flee,
‘ the fomale s liable to punishment for
 stealing the man slave of another.

% Art. 24, If a slave flees. and the ramster
i find himy, and enother' interposes, shoves
| away the wmaster, and enables the sfave to
 escape him, or forcibly resenes and aids
i the flight of the slave, those who se dided
(the slave thust Be responsible for the
{ return of the person of the slave, or they
must pay the master the valde of the
slave.

Art. 27, If any one obtaius possession of
the wife, child, slave, male or female of
another within the space of 10 days or a
month sceording to the distarce, it is his
duty to make enquiries of the child, wife,
slave; wale or female, and then take the
person whe has fallen to him to the master.
If he is evasive and does not deliver suche
persons, but retains and uses themy in his
grvice, he shall be fined half their valwe.
If he selis than, he shall b panished a5 =
thief.
to the master, dividethe valneof the per-

If e takes the' pe-son or' persons,

son into 8’ parts and give to the person
who has brought them back one ortwo
parts according to the distanee

Art. 29. Ifany one conceals the persons,
slave, free persens, ehiklren or wives of
another in any place, and the acts me
proved, it that esse, he sha'l be fined
doulle the value of the slave. The pur—
ehase’ nioney shall belong to the money
master, the balance shall be divided, half
shall belong to the Crowm, and hslf to the
master.

Art. 32. If a slave flees, and another
comes forward and says; he wil deliver the
slave to the money master, but before he
has been delivered up, aud before the mas—




e et s e
ter has scen hiwy, the slave again flees from
him who had hiwm, even should the money
waster evartuaily secure his stave, aud he
adwit that he fled from the party who had
i, that party caunot e made amenable
for aun offence.

Art. I z slave fees his master, and
some other sells him to several parties, and

33.
then the first money master finds him, as
the slave has been sold more than theice,
and the new nwoney master did not know
thereof, that slave is the valid property of
the lust purclaser.  If the former master
wiskes to regain kis slave, and the slave
deposes that he was seld several times, and
the facts are proved,; the frst master must
redeem him for what has been paid for hiwm,
and hen that slave wmnst disclose the par-
ties who subsequeutly sold him. If these
sellers have deceased, or fled, it will be the
wmisfortune of the first money master.
Art. 84, If any one obtains possession
of a slave, male, or female, of a wife, or a
child of =nother, fen @ays or one
mouth, according to the distance, it be-
comes the duty of that person to wake en-
quiries of the slave, child, or wife, and re-
If, howe-

in

store him or her to the master.
wer this person is evasive, and does not re-
store, but employs him or her in his service,
thac person ought to be fined half the va-
fue of the person he had possession of.
If he sells such person, he is ameuable as
a thief. If he returns the party to the
owner, in this case, divide the person’s va-
lue into three parts, abd allow him one
part. If he was evasive and said, he did
not obtain possession of the slave, and the
wmaster finds his slave, he shall be entitled
10 no veward;, and shall be exempt only
from the guilt of a slave thief.

Susve DerTors.
The following articles are taken from
the laws on Debtors, that refer to the con-
dition of slaves.
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Avt. 1. If a money master includes the
names of his male, or female slaves in &
documtent of indebtedness to another, and
the borrower has not paid cither the pai-
cipal or the interest, or if part payment
has been wade, and 1f weawhile the slave,

whose name is included in the note of m-
debteduess die or fleo, the waster of the
slave who borrowed the weney must pay to
the ereditor the principal and interest in
full.  If the waster of the slave, who bot-
rowed the money die or flee, in that case,
fet the slaves, male, or female, whose names
are included in the note of indebteduess,
pay only the amount of meney for which
lte or she has been parchased in fall, for
the balaunce of the master™s indebtedness,
the cveditors cannot wake the slave respon-
sible, thongh their names appear in the
paper; because the slave could not dispute
his waster.

At 2. Y any one allows another's
slave to borrow money from Lim. and the
money master of the slave knows not
thereof, till the ereditor comes to demand
paynrent, in that case, whenever the debtor
is able let him pay the claim. If the slave
borrowed from a former money master and
the new money master of the s'ave kuew
not thereof till the demaud for paymeut
was made, iu that case, let the slave be
made over ta the {ormier mouey master,

Art. 3. If vich persons or neblemen wko
possess many people, orifanynof the fuhabi-

 tants send their slaves to reside im other

places, or to trade by land or by water,
and the slaves thus employed seek to bor-
row money or property, let the party who
proposes lending enquire of the mioney
master of the slave first, if the money
master consent, then lend the slave who
must make and give a note of indebted-
pess with the waster’s kuowledge. If the
money master does not consent, and the
fender is too eager to give, if the slwve
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flee, in that case, the lender mnst make
good the slave to the tnoney master. If
the money master kuew, and consented
to the transaction, in that ecase, the
principal and interest ean he demanded
in full.  If the master has not the meaus
of payment, in that case, let the money
master give his slave to the lender to use,
till he is able to pay the claim. I mo-
ney is lent to a slave without his master’s
knowledge, the law, declares that person is
an accomplice with the slave of another.
If that slave have property, let the slave
pay the principal, but be shall not be
obliged to pay the interest. If the slave
has the wherewi h to pay, the creditor
cannot claim the slave.

Whenver the slave is able to pay, only
then can the claim be enforeed, because
the loan was made to a slave without the
knowledge of his money master.

These are the three Articles relating to
indebtedness where slaves names appear in
the notes of indebtedness.

Art, 7. If it is known that the woman is
a minor wife of another, and the party thus
knowing lends her money, without inform-
ing the husband, or the money muaster, the
law declares the person so lendug too
eager. Whenver such a debtor has the
means, payment can be enforced, beeause
the lender concerted with the minor wife
or slave of another. If, however, the lender
informed the husband, or the money mas-
terand he consented, in that case, the
husband, or the money master, must pay the
elaim, if not enforce the claim against the
debtor according to the laws of the land.

Py

The following are taken from the new
Laws that refer to slavery.

Proclamstion 33. A proclamation was
given to the Pra-surasawadees an the right,
the left, withis and without, to be com-

mnpicated to the Chow Prayahs, the
P'rayahs, the P'ras, the Hinangs, the

jndges, the Kuns the Mnns, and the

P'an Tauais, to the Militavy, the tivilisns,
and the attendants of princes and chief
nobles of the different departments, fo the
chief of the Kroms Pra Rachawang
Bowara Satahn Mogkol and of the Krom
Pra  Ratchahwang Lang, amd to the
Governais of the 1st, 2nd, 8rd, and 4th elass
Provinces, North and South, and to all
the prople generally. that, H. M. the
King, Somdeteh P'ra P'utta Yaut Fah, in
public” audience, in the presence of all his
courtiers, issued the following mandate,
whereas at the present day, there are but few
of the people of the Kinzdom, who are tr e
and honest and subsist righteously, while
those who are not honest, and subsist
nurighteonsly, heedless of past, present
and future ealamities, having a regard only
to the nacquisition of wealth to sastain
themselves and their families, are very
numerous, with  au-
seroplous characters and resort to subter-
fages, and sell at one place their children
wives, brothers, sisters, relatives and slaves,

these combine

and then resell them at anotlier place,
some hire, and induce by their selici-
and the

servants aud slaves of princes of the frent

tations, government servants,

and within to consent to be sold, and
divide the puarchase between
themselves and the persons sold, sud the

money

guarantees, and the sellers, havingsold them,
in a day or two or a mouth or two they in-
dnce the sold person to flee, sometimes
they effect sales and do not deliver over the
sold person to the purchaser, and the slave
and the guarantee stmultaneously flee.
Sometimes they impeose upon the slaves
of others and sell thew to other parties
causing the movey masters to gmarrel,
institute cowmplaints, putting them te
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additonal and
subjecting thew te very great aunoyaiice,

heavy  court expenses,
and the contemptible wen and women,
who know no shame aud fear no calamities,
are now much more momerous than
formerlyy it will nct do to leave such
anpunished..  From this time forth persons
ure absolutelv forbid taking their children,
wives, brothers, sisters, relatives, servants or
slaves who have been sold in one place, so
long as these m ney masters have not ieen
refunded, to sell at oue, two or three other
places, effecting several sales, or hiring or
pessuading government servauts, or the
elaves of princes in the front, or within, or
stealing the servants and slaves of any of
the people who are not their children, wives,
brothers, sisters, or relatives or slaves and
offering them for sale.

If any ove does not to give heed to this
command, and persists in devising methods,
to do as herein stated, and suit is entered
agsanist him, and thie charges are proved
both theseller, the gnarantee and the slave
be senteneed to be flogged three

distivet thmes.

shall
They shall be driven about
and publicly exposed three days by land
and by water. And after that the slave,
if he be & government. servant, or has a
money master shall be restored to his
government nuster and to his former
woney master to serve them as ab first,
And the children, wives, the seller, and
the gnarantee, if they have ne government
master, and were rot slaves, shall be made
over to their new mopey master, to be
nsed a8 slaves, and as an equivalent
for the money advanced.

If the seller and the guarantee had
necither childven nar wives castigate them
and enforce the refunding of the money
to the new purchaserto the full amonnt.
If the money is vepaid in full, the seller
and the guarantee, if males, make them of

the ten who shall attend the elephants, if
females send them to guind the governs
ment grain at the govermment grist mills,
put them to hard governwent work, Given,
Tuesday, 4th lmation, 14th of the waxing,
Siamese civil era 11486, year of the Major
Dragon, sixth of the decade. (i. e. A. D
March. 5th, 1784)

POy S—

Pr clamation, 26th.——A Royal mandate,
given to the Pra Surasawadees of the right,
the left, t!i e inner and the outer, fo be
comumnicated to the Chow Prayahs, Pra-
yahs, Pras, and Hlunangs of the City, to the
Princes, their Kuns, Muns, clerks, judges
and lawyers, to the Military and Civi ia s,
the attendants of the Princes, Chiefs of
departments, having official or non official
positions, of the frout the inner, and the
rear, and to the Governors of the Provin-
ces of the first, second, third and fourth
class, north and south, to the holders of
Royal Patents, and the heads of gambling
establishwents, for general information.
His Majesty the King, Somdetch Pra. Put-
at Yaut Fab, first of the present dynasty,
issued the following order.

In the Kingdom of Siam previous to the
destruction of the Capital by the Burmans,
there were those who worked the Govern-
wment monopolies on government account,
ar having paid a certain sum for the privi-
fege worked tlem on thieiv ovn aceonunt,
The holders of the royal patents, or the
wmanagers of the gambling establishments,
to effeet 2 succes, resorted to the expedient
of making advances, lending to the players,
aocording to their seeming ability, to allow
thew to play, so as to enable the farmers
to meet their liabilities to the go<ernment,
Sometimes such players lost and had mot
the means of paying, and the managers of
the establishments would advanee them
soms, and pay the losses in their stead.
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Tlhe man: gors woald arvest the lower class
people, bind acd retain them for the pay-
went, when the mavagers falled to get
their dues, they wonld send them to the
holders of the roval patents  These la ter
would arrest, and by inflicting punishine: ¢s
obtain the money due as they ple-sod,
They did not take thene to the proper an-
thorities ar to the courls to enforce py

ment.  Thix they did till it became usage.
Tu the previ us veigu there was issued a
prroclammtion, absolutely forbiding the hold-
ers of royal patents, or the managers of

the gambling establishinents from lending

the players any sums whatever. If a player:

came to have a game of chance, the man-
ager of the establishment required him to
show the amonnt be had and place it in a
bowl, that the manager might see it, and
he was allowed to stake only to the extent
of the money he brought. The player laid
down his money and the coin of the estab-
lishment, He was not allowed to change, to
take any advantage, or to run in debt, and
he was not to be subjected to arrest, pan-
ishment, or any kind of harsh treatment to
When His Mujesty as-
eended the throne, having quelled all com-

enforee payment.

m tions, he was graciously pleased to re-
What it was
should be retained, were left as before.
What was not befitting, was abrogated, but

vise the laws. befitting

this proclamation on gambling was not re-
pealed, because His Majesty was graciously
disposed towards the common people, who
were biased with avaricious desires, becanse
the managers of the. gambling establish-
ments trusted them and allowed thewmn to
get into debt, even though they had not at
their homes the means of meeting these
liabilities, still the manager trusted them
but they did not think of their children and
wives, but borrowed from the managers,
played and were trusted. When their loss-

es incrensed, and the manag rs arrésted
them and enforced payiut, they were o-

bligen to borvow, ran in debt, sell theit

wive: and chitdion, and salpnit to wany
W.th these facts in view, that
proctamation was allowed to stanl, that

hard hips.

the players might play ouly to the extent
of theivr mi-ans At the ]:n‘v%u? tinwy, ow-
ever, the p'ayers have groatly diminished,
have been impoverished wore thay in for-
mer “imes, aud the royal revenue has -
minished withal  The holders of the royel
sateu’s, and the managers of the gambling
establishments perceive that there are no
plavers and they fear they will not be able
to meet their government liabilitfies, and
they devise methods of so changivg their
plans as to lend advances from their fees
to the players, fornishing thew capital snf-
ficient to reacquire their fees. The play-
ers, however, take these loans to support
their families with, and after losing many
times, the good ones, who have a sens¢ of
shame, make efforts and pay their indebt-
edness. The dishonest ones, appeal to
their masters to interfere, quotins the law
that forbids advances to the players. Some-
times the chiefs of the gambling establish-
ments arrested these debtors and enforced
payment. Sometimes these debtors entered
a criminal snit asainst the chief of the
gambling establishments, who have been
arrested and tried and have submitted to
mach legal expense during the investiga-
tions. If the judges of the royal court
investigate, they are iuterested, if they
should resort to rigorous measures fo en-
force payment, they must respect the royal
proclamation that forbids the gambling
farmers and their representatives making
advances to the players, if they should dis-
miss the case and not enforce payment,
they fear a deficicncy in the roya] revenwe.
All these complications are a souree of ir-
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Fitation to His Majesty, the Kmg  In¢m-
sidering the ma’ter, in its rcat’on fo the
players, who borrow, from the gambling
masters, capital fo 1 lay with, they wore mas
nifestly not trustwo-thv.  When they p'ay

and win, they take their gain, When they

Joose and are indebted, thev enfer suits for!

violatims of Taw. To réfose to pay their
Tosses. and to poeket their gains in this way
is neither hooest nor just,  Shonld we ab-
golutely forlid the gambling furmers from
résorting to exXpedients to farnish the
means of playing, the players who cannot
find money in season to play, will cease tar
plar.  This nieasire wonld be an inipeli-
ment and a wmintual disadvantave.
gambling establishments wonld be bronght
to grief, and the fees which are nsed for
govermment purposes would be fargely car-
tailed,

there was a proclamation

Though in the previons reign,
instrncting the
gawbiing farme s, aud the managersof the
gambling houses to make advances to play-
ers only sufficient to be within their ability
to pay, and that fequirment has become
precedent, and in the reign preceding the
Iast, there were laws forbilding such ad-
tances.  The former law cannot longer be
retained, and is therefore abolished, Henee-
forth if players enter a gambling establish-

ment to play, and are in want of where- | !
Callowed sixty ticals ($36.) If to the value

with to play, awd wish to borrow the mo-
ney, or the curreiit pieces of croclery be-
Tonging to the gambling establishment, to
stake as wagers, let the gambling fwrmer,
or his agents in charg- of the establish-
ment fornt an approximate estimate of the
ability of the proposed. player, and lend him
accordingly, and only allow hinr to play
within his approximate ability, and the
power of the gambling establishment to
collect, as in the last reign. I a e mmon-
er, has a family of two or three persons,
has one or two pairs of buffalos, has four
oy five coyans of paddy, and twenty or

The |

thirty rai of riee fields, to sneh persons, any
sum ader twa catties (§96,) may be ad-
vanced £ play with, If s comrmoner without
a Funiily, possess d of seven to nine slaves,
he may be allowed 10 receive an adysnce
not excevrding one eatty and a half ($72.)
If he has slaves from four to six, he sy
fe allowed oue catty ($48.) If oaly two
or three slaves, he nrav be allowed fifty
Heals ($30.) I he has from forty to 6hy
buffalog he wry Be allowed twn catties
(896 ) If twenty to thirty baffal 5, he
may be allowed o1e catty and & half (§72.)
If eighteen to wineteen buffalos, he may be
allow-d one catty (§45)  If ffteen to se-
venteetr buffilos, he may b allowed thres
quarters of a catty (§36.)  If nine to ten,
he may be allowed fifty tieals ($30.) If
six to seven, forty ticals (824.) 1If four to
five, he may be allowed twenty eight tica's,
($1L™)y  If only two or three buffalos,
tweuty fieals (§12.) If he has rice fields,
valned at severy or eight catties, he may be
allowed any s Tess than two catties (§96.)
If he has rice fields valned at five or six
catties, he nmy be allowel & ea'ty and =«
half ($72.)  If to the valne of four or fve
cattics, he way be allowed one catty and &
quarter ($60.)  If to the value of three
eatties he may be allowed one catty (§48.)
If to the value of two catfies, he way be

of one catty and a ha'f, he may be allowed
half a ca'ty ($24) IF to fle value of one
calty, he may be allowed twenty eiwht ticals
($14.5)  If o the v Toe of forty or sixty
ticals, he inay be allowed twenty ticals
($12.)
and fromi one to three children, he
may be allowed fifty ti als ($30.) If only
a husband and his wife, he may be allowed
forty ticals ($24.) If only a solitary man,
he may be allowed twenty ticals (12 )
If a slave, on no condition, allow him any-

If a commoner has only one wife,

: thing. Should, however, any,. under false
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pretences, play aud becowe involved for a

suall sum, and the wanager of the gam-

bling establishment, iguorant of the fact, !

that-he was a slave, advance him a loan to
enable him to play, and then detain him for
payinent, and the woney waster comes for-
ward and iuterferes, the waster of the

gambling establishuzent, and the monvy

master wust each take an oath hefore an

fmaze of Budidh., The manager mnst swear |

that he did not know that the player was a
slave, aud the money master must swear
that the man or persou, who lost a small
gmnat the game of chance, is traly his slave.
If each plights his trath in this way, then
the misfortune belongs to both,  Under
these circnmustances, if the slave played
and lost more than ten ticals, let the money
master pay the gambling muaster who ad

vanced only ten ticals, in Hquidation of his
entire ctaim.  After the money master has
once redecmed his slave in this way, should
he again attempt to gamble in that es'ab-
lishment, he mast, on no condition, be al-
lowed to do so by the mauager of that
establ shment.

Further, if the money master takes his
staves, male, or female, and warns the man-
ager of a gambling establishrsent, by stat-
ing these staves have a personal ndebted-
ness to suck and such an amomnt, you naust
not advance to them to cnable them to
gawmble, if after beins thus informed, the
manager of the establishment conspires
with the slave, and makes advances to en-
able him or her to p'ay, and money is dne,
no matter Lo what amount, he cannot arrest
the slave who had been wade known to him

by the master, so as to prevent his serving |

his master in any way.

Further, if females c¢ome to gamble at
the different kinds of gambling establish-
ments, let the manager scrutinize them

well. If such have rings on both hands,

i and ave well dressed, and have f-om three

to four slaves followir g them, holding their
betle box with gold accompanyments, to
such no advances can be made exceeding
one catty (%48.) If the fenale has vings
on one hand only, and one or twoslave attend-
auts she may be allowed an advance of forty
ticals ($24.) If she has no rings on her
fingers, but has her betel box, and one or
two'attendants, she may be allowed twenty
ticals ($12.) If the female comes alone,
allow her only ten ticals ($6.) These
specific dueetions are given that care may
he taken, as of the players of the present
day, only some are capabie of shame and
are honest. Those who have weans, hav-
ing pawned their resources, are left without
money to play, then they resort to artifice
and lies, declaring they have weans, hire
people to follow them, bortow rings of
others te wear, and inspire confidence in the
manageys of the gambling establishments.
Hence it becomes necessary that these
managers should only make advances e-
They
must not be hasty in helieving, but be di-

nongh to enable people to play.

ligent fu learning the real position of indi-
viduals, If people are well enough off to
be able to meet their liabilities without dif-
ficulty, then let the managers lend them
suitably to their possessions. Do not ad-
vance them beyond their ability. Do not
in any way violate the spirit of the procla-
mation of His Majesty the late King.
Again players come to play at a gam-
bling establshment, who have no money of
their own, they do not at first borrow from
the manager, but take part in a play, and
loose, and having the money obstruct the
interest of the games in the height of their
excitement, and cause a delay of the fees,
in such cases let the manager and his col-
lectors remove the difficulty and make the
necessary advances, remove the looser, who
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does not pay, bind and fetter and  enforee
payment, acecarding to the pewer grauvted
the gawbling establishment. If the money
is not obtainable from the party, make bim
ar ler over to the general farmer, and lot
bim enforee puyment; to the particular
mungger.

Somctimes the players are liars, indo-
lent and are evading their government du-
ties, they eouspive with the managers of
gambling wstablishwents, they owe vo-

thing, bat the managers sseert, they have

played and lost, that they advanced money

on their zecownt and now detaln  them to
enforce payment, and in this way they
escape being employed for particular ser-
vice by their government mastez,
All gambling establishment
arc hereby forbid conspiving with any per-
seus, slaves, free people; servants, elnldren

mangers

or wives of any of the people of the king-
dom, and then to pretend that £hey made
advances, and that there is indebteduess,
when there is not. If on investigation
such a charge can be substantiated against
the gawbling establishwments, the guilty
parties shall be #ined double the amovnt.

Farmers and wmanagers of gambling
establishments wust obey this proclama-
tion in all partieniars. If any do not,
comply with its spivit and letter, such of-
fender shall be punished according to his
guilt,  Given Sunday, 11th lonation, 8rd
of the waning, Siamese civil era, 1158,
year of the Tiger, Gth of the decade (A.
D 1794

The following is taken from the Royal
Mandates No. 7, aud refers to slavery as
followsi—

Siamese eivil era, 1151, year of the
Cock, &th lunation, Sunday, 8rd of the
waning (A. D. 1788, July 6th,) His Ma-
Fosty, Pra FPutta Yaut Fah, Ist of ghe
present dynasty, while in session with full
gourt, Prayah Surasaanab, presented to

B,

His Majesty the decisfon of the judges of
the Royal Court,in the case of Nat Koet
and Awdeng Bi.  These enticed away
Emuk, the wife of Mun Raksberi-bali,
and sold her to Nai Kaan-chan at Samut
Songkrahm, {Maa klaung,) for 48 tieals
(828 %) Nai Koot the guarantee, was
seuntenced to castigation and fine.

H. M. rewarked upon tlis ease that the
fine and eastigation were punishment
too miild, and ordéred a redegision of the
judges.

The Judge Pra Krn Plirahm plead
before H. M. that there was no specifie
law that could be applied to this parti-
cular case, as the person was not sold in
two or three places. Toapply the Procla-
amation Exing puiishment for gelling per-
sons did not meet the conditions of this
case, whereupon H. M. replied why was
there net a protest calling for a deeision
according to usage. The judges of the
Supreme court are at fault. Inthis ine
stance that fault will be remitted but
heneeforth if any oue abduets or steals away
the persons, children, wives, slaves or
free pople, or servants of anether and
sells  them, if persons steal away
govermmpent servants, and sell them or
donot sell them, and such pereons are
caught, and she offenee proved, they shall
bz eoudemned aseording to the BRoyal
Proclaumation defining the punishment for
selling persons in two or three plages,

The clause to meke such a person one
of the ecompany of ten to serve elephauts
wonld b+ giving sueh an effender an
opportunity of sleeping comfortably, would

or

it not? Bejeet that punishwment it is too
lght. Condemn him to the degradation

of being grass outter for elepliants, that
gach offeuces may be dreaded. Condemn
them as Kan Paang of Tahchin was,
and as was the person who stole away the

{ wife of ¥'ra Wau.
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The following law is taken from the
laws of inheritance showing the rights of
a slave wife and her children, when the
money master husband and father dies.

Ave. 7. If thy deceased had slave wives
who bore him children, and of these chil-
dren, some have died and some live, do
not allow the slave wife to be apart of the
property to be divided, buat Iet her become a
free woman. I, the deccased has given
property to his shives, male, or female
or to the children that were born to
him by a slave wife and such children bave
decesaed, whatever property, sueh slaves,
male and fermale, obtained dwing the mo.
ney master's life, little or much, shall be-
long to the slave wife who bore children to
the deceased.

The following Proclamalion, from the
new Proclamations of the laws, refers to
slaves bearing intevest, and not serving the
money masters.

Proc. 28.
P'ra Surasawadees of the rvight, left, within
and withont, to be a Jaw to all the Chow
P’rayahs, Prayahs, P'ras, Hinangs of the
city and to the Princes, Kuns, Muns and
judicial officers, military and civil, and the

A proclamation given to the

attendants of Princes, and thz heads of
deparimants within and without, and to
the officers of the Krom P'ra Rahcha-wanyr
Bowara Satalin Mougksl, and of the

Krom Pra Raheln wang Hlasg, and

Governors and officials of the Proviuces !

Ist, 2ad, 8rd, and 4th. class, north aud
south and to all the people of the Kz
da. H. M. Somleeht Pra Pura
Yaut Fab, King of Siam, 1st. of the per-
at dynasty, while seated on his thron .,
with his courtiers iy attendance, was addres-
sed by P'ra Krasame Rahtsupahwadee who
informed H. M. that the judg:s of the

C urt Plratama-tikain had sent in the

! borless.
{and destroyed by the Burmans, the laws of

dec.sion.  The statesent of the
was that Nai Yaung, the
husband, P'achee-chim, the wife, previons

a final
prosecution

to his entering the priesthovdsold B, I, to
Mee for the sum of 82 ticals ($:9.7). E. In
had rendered personal service to her master
three months, Then Nai Yaug and Prachee-
chim craved to pay ionterest for the slave,
The purchaser had recsived  neither his
principal nor his interest. Mee instituted a
suit for paym-nt of bis elaim.  Nai Yang
aud his wife P'acheechim resisted the ¢claim
on the ground that it had all been paid,
that

neither interest nor prineipal had been paid

The investiga ions showed ceardy

and fouricen years had elapsed since the
purchase. We referred to the laws for a
basis upon wiich to give decision, in the
preseice of the judges of the Supreme
Court, and found a royal statewent, “If
money is borrowed, or persons are soll, and
the money bas not yet been paid, and the
case is broaght into Htigation, and the
invesiization prove that the mouey has hot
been pad, the law pronounces such non-
payment s swindle aod insists that a
fine shdl b infbeted donble the san.”
Where the mivangement has been to pay

Dinterest aad the interest bas not been

pud for a space of 14 years, ean that
be
agatast th: fine and to what extent? are
ot find ivdicated in the
We therefore crave iustruections

Liaterest included as u protection
gi«r‘mlﬁ we do
iaws.
fros Your Majusty, that there may be
a model for the future in the state.

H M

wdered, Laws aud proclamations for the

Wiereupon remarked and

SHrvernment have Deen uumerons and num-
When the Capital was taken

eifaity, statnte laws and eivil laws were
seaitered < that ounly about one tenth of

stat. ment of a case on which they songht ! those iaws cau be found. Ipstructious
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were giveu to make enquiries of two aged
and retired judges P'ra Mahabh Kru aod
Pra KraiSri.  These aged judges reported
for the information of H. M. that their
pratice when inactiveservice in deliberating
and giving decisions in cases of litigation
was, [f slaves were interest bearing, and
wmade regularly or monthly payments of in-

terest, this was the good fortune of the mo- |

ney master. [t was like planting a tree
which yielded fraitto its proprietor. TIf
slaves were allowed to be interest bearing,
and they failed to pay interest money,
and the ereditor or the money master was
indifferent and took
natter within ten years, and the ereditor

no steps in the

or money master eaught the debtor or in-

terest slave and instituted
suit against the offenders,
required to pay intevest in the presence
of the judges, according the laws of the
land. This statement was placed before
the Ministers and proper officers, and was
concurred in. Whereupen H. M. orderd,
that henceforth, if the inhabitants are
pecuniarily or otherwise embarrassed and

temporarily sell their people, children, and

bearing
they were

wives to partics whe have means and many
slaves, and agree to have them released as
interest bearing, if these iuterest bearing,
parties pay their interest at stated times
regularly, such a coudition is the good
fortune of the money master. If the
slave who is interest bearing does not pay
his interest, or flees and the limit of 10
years has expired, and the ereditor or the
money master seize the debtor or interest
bearing slave and institate a suit to
recover his claim, let interest be paid in
the presence of the judges aceording to
the laws of the land,

There was circalated a former procla-
mation, if asy of the inhabitants make
statements in lieu of a complaint, and
the watter iz eivil, eriminal, or 2 im-

peachment or relating to inheritances, suit
must be. entered within, 15 days and the
suit can be entertained, and this clause is
related to the old laws. All ten of these
cannot be allowed to stand.
Hereafter if parties make statements as a
basis for action in civil, criminal, or

articles

impeachment cases, let these cases be en-
tertained and dealt with according to the
old laws. If the cases refer to altercations,
abuse aud fights, suits eun be entertain-
ed within fifteen days, if over 15 days
they are herby absolutely forbidden to be
entertained.  This proclamation is te
receive the proper seals, and be circulated
in all the provinces lst, 2od. 3rd. and
4th class nerth and south, all departments
and all groups of officials must be infor-
med, 80 that all shall comply with the
details of this Royal proclamation. If
this proclamation i3 not obeyed, the punish-
ment will be according to the nature of
the offence. Passed, Saturday, 4th lanation,
4th of the waning, Siamese Civil era 11586,
year of the Tiger, sixth of the decade (i. .
A. D., 1794, Mazch 6th.)

+9-4

The following Proclamation refers to
money masters wishing to redeem slaves.

Proc. 19. A law given to the P'ra
Surawasadees of the right, the left, with-
in and without, to have the foree of law to
all the Chow P'rayahs, the P'rayahs, the
P'ras, and the Hluangs of the eity; to the
Princes, and their K'uns, Muns, and,
judges, eivil and military; to the aitend-
ants of the Prinees within and without,
with official poesitions or not ; and to the
Governors of the Provinces , 1st. 2nd.
8rd & 4th class, north and south, for the
information of the people generally. H.
M. Sometch P’ra Putta Yaut Fah, 1st of
the present dynasty, seated on his throne,
Sawatsade-Mangk'alah-Maha Dusit Pra-
saht issued the following Royal Mandate
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to wit; At the present day the common
people combine for plunder, for cheating,
for abduacting the children, wives, people,
slaves, of ihe people, and parties vithin
and without, sell and purchase snd divide
the avails mnong themselves. Sowetinies
they fiatter and entice women, who fall in
Tove with them, and then they decoy
them away to other towns and provinees
and sell them. Sometimes they concert
together and hive or ask people to be sold
and divide among thewselves the avails,
Creditors and money masters of small
experience purchase and redeem without
investigation and without konwing to
whom the persons, the children, the wives,
the slaves or the free people beloug,iinving
money they purchase and redeem. Af-
terwards in some instances the purchased
slaves flee, the master of the sTave, the
hughand of the
gisters, the government musters. ov  the
father and mother sueceed im eutching
them, and they agree to institnte a suit

woman, the brothers or

and commenee legal procedines against
the new money master, orthe geller, or the
guarantee. Numerous cascs have avisen,
irritating to H. M. who is graciouwsly dis-
posed toward the comwmon people, and
therefore commandy, that persons shall be
purchased or redeemed fn the presence of
the judges of the supreme court or the
Governors of provinees, te suppress fm-
position and false dealings in the King-
dom. Thepreviousproclamations,however,
are not sufficiently distinet so far as they
relate to slaves, who have responsibilties
to their old money masters. The new
money masters have purchased threm to
Tive with them and arc tn possession of
sale papers, and have reliable witnesses to
the transaction.
they bring their plaints to the courts.
The judges of the Supreme Court fall

back upon the provision of the Proclama- |

‘When diffeulties arise

iton that enables them to say, the pureling-
ing and redeeming was not done in the
presence of the jadges and proper offigials,
aud they hence conelude that the meoney
should he forfeited to the crown. The
wording of that preelamation is ambiguous,
and cunnot be retained; it is therafore
abrogated.  Ilereafter # a slave, who
has indebteduess #ith a former master, and
anew waster redeems and receives the
slave, and has received the old sale papers,
and has the new sale papers and there
arc reliable witnesses to the transaction,
in such ease, let the judges of the Supreme
Conrts, amd the Provincial governors
decide the cases according to the old laws
as they have been handdd down.

If sy one from wpeeaniary or other
embarrassments, will take their ehildren
wives, brothers, sisters, relatives, slaves
born to them, or slaves purchased, or their
children, who have no indebtedness and are
not slaves to others, and sell them for the
first time to others, if the person wishing to
purchase knows the persons who are
to be sold, that they are not the ehildren,
wives, slaves, or free persons, of others, and
that the jreposals and persons are believ-
able, and there is a seller, and a guarantee
to make the purchase asafe one, in this
case, let the people assist and purchase
according to the usages of the country.
It the sellers and the parties to be sold
are not kuown, in this case, let the proposed
purchaser couduct the proposed selier,
guarantee and the person to be sold to
the judges of the sapreie ¢onrt, aud there
have all the parties interrogated. If it is
found that the person to be seld is not the
child, wife, slave, or free persen of another,
then such person ean he purehased. If it
can be shown that there is an understand-
ing between the parties, that they have
been hirved, or solicited or clandestinely
abducted to be sold, arrest the seller, the
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guarautee, and the person to be sold and
have them secarely, retained, and present the
) ) I
case to H. M. If theso conditions avise in a
proviuce, let the Provincial officers send
the case to the Capital, that the parties
i ) !
T

the money mastor, the seller, the gusrantes,

i
1

may be dealt with aceording to law,
and the slave had no acqudintance wi b
each other, and there swus a sceming cou-
the parties efiected the

cealuient, and

arrangements acearding to their own n-

clinations, and the parties were not
esnducted to the judges of the Royal
Court, or the Provinelal officers, and the
sale and purchase were not effeeted in their
presence, subseguenty should eomplications
arise displeasing to H. M. the Kirg, the
purchase money shail not be refunded be-
cause the purchaser had no respeet for the
Royal auchority, let that purchase mouey
be appropriated to the purchase of grass for
the Royal clephauts.

Again if the possessor of means and
the
guarantee and persm to be sold, live

far

proposed parchaser, the seller,

from the capital or far from the

Provinelal officers, so that it is diffienlt;

to come to them, and there isan inelination

to assist and purchase, in this case, let |

the party proposing to purchase conduet
the seller, the guarantee, and the person
to be sold, to the elders, the local officials,
judges or Nai Ampoes of the place, that
they may be witnesses to the travsac-
tion in their preseuce cffect
purchase, so that in the future, if the

and the
debtor shonld resist the purchaser’s claim
before a court, the judges will be ble to
adjudicate the case readily according to
truth.

This proclamation must be made
known to the groups of officials of all
departntents and must be officially sealed
and distributed to all the Provinces Ist

Jud, 8rd and 4th clasg north and south,
and bhe published to all classes of the
people for general tuformation, that all
may comply with the spirit and letter of

1

this proclamation,

Given, Saturday, 10th lanation, 1st of
the waxing, Siamese Civil era, 1157, year
of the Rabbit, Tth of the deeade, (i. e, A.
D., Ang. 16thy, 1795 )

Pracl. 18, Order given to the Pha
Sarasawadecs of the feft, right, within
and without to be a law to the Chow
Plrayahs, P'ray -bs, P'ras, Iluangs of the
capital, to the Privces, theiv Kuns, Miins
and legal advigers, military and  civil, to
the government servauts of the Krom
P'ra Rabchawang Bowara Satahn Mong
kol, and of the Kromw P'ra Rahchawang
Bowara Satahn emuk Fal Hlang, and
their attendants within and without, and
to the Governors of the Provinees Ist,
ud, 3rd, and 4th class, north and sonth,
and to all the people. To be published
for general information.

H. E. Chow P'rayah Sutama Montree
and P'rayah Sei Sawaraht, the heads of
the Registration office, reported to H. M.
that at the present day, the Govern-
ment officia’s, a:d government masters of
the people, bring their allotted subjects
to be warked on the wrist as Royal
slaves, as able bolied, as slaves, as edp-
tives. Of those who are registered as
slaves, the money master and the slave,
each is able to swear that the party is &
slave ov the child of a slave. Ifitis pro-
pesed that theGovernmest masters of gronps
purchase them and have them registered
intheir proper group, the master of the group
pleads poverty and hasnot the means to
redcem the slave, and he desires the mo-
ney master to register him in his proper
group, indicating him as separated from
the group belonging to crown servants, and
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sor when the morey can be obtained, Le
will be redeemed and placed in his proper
group.

With reference to this statemeut H.:

M. graciously ordered, the registered peo-
pl , who are registered as to their ability,
have easier service than those registered as
crown commonets, henee these prai-hluangs
conspire to molify the condition of their
children and relatives 20 as to escape and
become attached to some other depart-
wment of government'service which is lighter
than the service of the prai-hlnangs, these
affirmn that they are the s*aves of such and
such porsons. I 8o ne nstances they ave
really so. Should it be proposed tozdvance
crown funls to redeem them and register
them in their propor group, and the Chiefs
of these groups are avaricious, wreekless,
and daring, it would not be difficult for
them to conspire, make out sale papers,

showing indebteduess, as slaves and then

divide amoug themvselves the avails, this
would lead to precedents that cannot be
tolerated, and the group of persons re-

gistered as phrai-hlvangs would rvapidly

diminish, Therefore, henceforth. people
are poritively forbidden fo conspire to
induce the purchase of p'rai-hluangs, to
reedeew children and grand children of the
p'rai-hluang groups to supply their de-
ficlencies. Let the wasters of groups, and
the registrars, make out their registers, call
the children and grand children of the p'rai-

hluangs who were personal slaves before |

the law and definitively adjust all such

cases. If they are the children of
civilians, let the Mbhat-tai, bring the

case before H. M. If they are the children
of the military, let the Kralahome bring
the case to H. M's notice. H. M. will
advanee Government money for their
redemption, aond them

employ per-

is a bend servant 1o such and such a per-

mavently in their respective departments,
not he
“s0 many months and be free so many

;they will allowed to serve

mouths. If under this law any one

resist the royal authority and eonspire to

geil. or purchase a govermment servant,
" and their remote or homediate governwent
master, or the registrar, or person in
charge i ignorant of the tran action, and
if the seller or the guarantee ave govern-
ment or royal servants, such purchase
shall be the misfortune of the purchaser,

The purchase monev will fall to the erown
The

seller, the gurantee, and the s'ave shall be

as a puaishment for the offence.

castigated according to the gravity of the
offunce and the position of the person sold.
If -he seller is not a Government, nor a
Royal servant, let the purchaser, or the
redeemer enter suit and obtain his refund
from the seller or the gnarantee, and
"punish the purchaser according to the
laws. If the masters of groups, or the

rezistrars or goveroment master of the
volautary government servants, are know-
ing to the sale or are parties to the sale of
such goverament or royal servants, these
" masters shall be prnished with castigarion
If the seller is not a
" government or a royal servant he shall be
entited to rccover half the price that was

’; three distinet times.

i paid for the purchase from the govern-
_meut master who knew of, or who was a
& party to the sale, and the other half from
If the seller is a government
{ or royal servant, and the wmaster of the

i
i
H
{
¢

; the seller.

group or the registrar takes government
servants, or the children or grand children
of s1eh servants and sells them, collect the
price which was paid from the master who
sold, and pay it in full to the money mas-
ter as per bill of sale. Tn these ways
prevent the possibility of government
servants evading their true position and
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entering other groups, and induee n cou-
dition of things s» that all departmants of
government work can be efficiently and
easily performad.
[ssue a proclamation and publish it to
all sovernment servautsand all the people
the Kiungdom, smd
official iustructions to all the officials of
the Provinces north and south. W
disobeys, shall be punished according to
the gravity of the Given,
Mouday, 4th luaation, sixth of the wan-
ing, Siamess Civil era 1159, year of the
Monkey, 10th decads, (i. e, A. D, March
17th, 17389.)

Procl.  17th.
Rurasawadees of the left, right, within

throughout and

hoever

offence.

Order given to the Plia

and without, to be inade known as an order
to the Chow P'ryabs the P'rayabs, the
Pras, the Hlunangs, the Prinees, their
Kuns, Mins and judges, military aud civil,
and to the Mahaht-leks of the Princes and
nohles without and within, and to the pro-
vinces of the 1st, 2ud, 8rd, and 4th class,
north and south, for geueral informarion,
that M. M. has graeously directed, and
ordered as follows. The judges of the
Supreme  Court, having cousidered the
matter reported as fo'lows, that the K'ah-
hluagus of the Krom D'ra Raheha wang-
hlang, avvested Al Chan, who had ot been
marked, (tatooed) on the wrist, and made
aver tothe official tatooers.  Pleayab
P’iit Aisawan said Ai Chan was the slave
Theve

was a law concerning registeved slaves, and

him
of Nai T'aung, oue of his rervants.

pecple volunturily registered, when sueh
reached a proper age to be marked for
particular departments, they ought to be
brought and marked and employed 1 the
government service. The slave masters
conceal their slaves and do uot produce
them to he marked. When these ave arvested
then some one comes forward and wishes

they be marked and registered as plaves.

Should decision be giver to allow that per-
sou to remain a registered slave it is well
n wn that registered slaves are exempt
from monthly service to the government.
Government ean demand their services only
when there is war,  Unserupulous persous,
in abandance, vow come forward and claim
registered men who were not registered-as
staves; as slaves,  To stop and investizate
each case and prove that those reported
as slaves are not sluves, the work of
marking and registeriag the people will be
unnecessarily de'ayed.  Should the person
arrested be marked and registered to the
pevsou who cansed the arrest, he may in
reality be a slave, and the slave owner will
H. M’s
graciousnes has no limit, and is shown in is-
suing amandate ab present, that the p’rai-
liliangs, the Som Kamlangs, and the Lake
talit sonn sak shall be brought by their
government masters and marked that the
government labor may be divided equally
amony them, Whoever conceals people who

be unnecessarily inconvenienced.

onghit to be registered and does not bring
them forward for imarking and registration
shall be guilty of au offence.

As for Al Chan, whom the official sep-
vants of the Krom P'ra-wang-hlang have
Ai
Siwan declares to be a rlave of Nai Tanng;
one of his is not
whether lie is really a slave or not, or

arrested, and whom Plrayah Pipit

servants, it kvown
whether hie is evading governivent serviee,
or whethier there is  combined evasivcncss’
10 prodnce a seller and a guarantee, and
sale papers, s as'to elaim bim as a slave.
The cage may be as indicated,  An ivves-
figation would nunecessarily prolong the
warking  and registration, thevefore let
those who declare that they are money
masters, and who declare they are slaves
gwear before the image of Buddh, the
religions books aud the priests, who is the

slave, who the seller and who the guarantee,
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that there are sa'e papers, wlat the
amonnt of the money, aud when the trans
action took pluce.  The sluve must sweas
that he is a bona #de slave, and 15 resort
ing to no subterfuge to evade government
work. If they cau thus swear, and make
it scem that the condition of alleged slaven
is real, if the person mrrested i a
straggler, and has no governmeut wmas-er,
and he cxunot be traced on any of the
registers, in that case, let him he marked
and registered to the party who has sffected
his arvest according to this prolamation.
1 the registered slave has a government
master, who is iuvolved in the price of the
slave, and kis government master concealed
him and did not produce him to be marked
and registered, the offence shall be the
that

registereld slave casnot be changed and be

guilt of the governmment master,

registered and wmarked to the person who
affected his arrest,  The offending mas-
ter, for Lis concealment and cvasion of the
royal order, and resistance of royal authority,
is liable to six kinds of penalties, accord-
ing to the nature of his offence. I con-
demned to castigntion he shall receive
thirty cuts, aud the registered aud marked

slave shall be re-marked and registered to

his government master, and mcney master

wheve he propely Lelongs,

Henceforth let a law he established,
inviting the Priuces, the Chow Prayahs,
the P’rayahs, the P'ras, the Hlvangs, I uns
and Milng, and every department of the
military and c¢ivil, who have people suitable
to be registered and mirked, to produce
them for marking and registration, do not

conceal any, if they conceal and do no

woduce for registration  double  their
ol
punishiment.  If the masters bring men to

be registered and marked as slaves, let the
be put. apon his oath
If any ap-

money master
and swear as herein indicated.

Laws on Blavery.

prehends  one who has not yet heen mark-
ed upon the back of the wrist, who is a
Hoating, unappropriated man let him bs
murked and registered to the person who
It

people who belong to the government, of

has seized I as pow  commanded.
proper age and strength, or slaves, ave
kept back aud concealed by their masters,
and are not produced to be marked apd
registered aceording to this order, let the
party who seizes such a concesler castigate
i with thirvty cats, and the concealed per-
son shall be ma.ked and registered as a
p'rai-blnang, and be employed in hard and
exposed government service for one year,
after which he may be allowed to have his
rotation months of duty aud exemption,

I'ke all other prai-hleangs,

Let all masters, government and money,
luok the straghng,
auregistered people, and make them overto

up unmarked and
thuse appointed to seize avd wark them.
Sueh wen must be made over in one mouth
and 15 days. These who bring one to be
maked shall be entitled to the yovern-
ment services of a wan instead of the man
brought and encouraged su as to interest
people to .give attention to enlarge by
1f

one is canght who has not been ma rked on

arvest the field of government service.

the wrist, and money has been.received to
let him go so that his arvest and marking
has not been effected, and this is proved by
investigation, the man who seized, and the
participators in  effecting  his escape by
bribery ehall be

Given, Thuarsdary day, 2ud 8th lonation,

punished with death,

sixth of the wanisg, Binmese Civil era
1149, vear of the Guat, 9th of the decade,
(1. e. A. D, Aug. 4th, 1787 )

Procl. 80. Ordered the P'ra Surasawa-
dees of the left, right, within and without,
to supply a law to the Chow P’rayabs,
Prayabis, P rasand Hlaangs of the Capital,
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to the Princes and their K'uns, Miins,
and legal officers, military and eivil, to
the Judges, lezal officers, and their elerks,
and all who have judicial authority inall
departments, that while H. M. was sested
upon his throne, P'ra Krasame informed
H. M. that there was a law requiring
that when slaves comunlained of oppression,
and wished to release themselves from their
sment of the meney

musters, by the pa)
that was advanead for their purchase, the
officers of the eonrt were required to sond

uotice to the money master to come and
receive his mouney, and when this notice
was served upon the master, he wnst obey
the notification in three days,f ie extreme
flinit is seven days. If the limited time
has passed, no complaints from that money
master can be enfertained. At the present
duy, notifications have been sent to money
masters to come anl receive their money,
Some of these persons so notified, aré tor-
tuons, they pestpone, and then do not make
gheirappearance, Somemakeanappearance,
do not come to a setilement of the cas,
bt dilly dally and try to proleng the case,
Wherefore 1L M. bas positively ordered.
ghat heneeforth, if a 1 tifieation has beexn
sent to 2 money master to make his appear-
ance ani reeeive his money according to
appointuent, and he does eome” as notified
but desired that a notifieation be sent to
his government waster to produce him, and
is tortous and evasive, there aund thean throw
If he receives
the
time speciﬁed, seemingly i obedience to

before him his notificaion,

the mnotifieation, and eomes within
the smmmims, and comes
does not remuin aud bring his case to a con-
clnsion bat perversely mukes obstruetions
o the settlenwent of the case in the comrt,
if then at the expiration of a month he
retarns to carry on his case, pay no atte -

F1

repeate Hy, but ;

tion to hiscase, let him eease to-bhe'a mas-
ter and release the slave from him, and the
purchase money of the slave shall be
forfeited to be used for the pnrposes of the
government.  Then let the judges, or legal
officers send a notification to the govern--
ment master of the money master, tokeep
him and his peaple in subordination and place
themy upow their good behavionr, prohibit-
ing binr and them from Toreibly seizing
the freed man as a siave and from beat-
ing and maltireating him in any way. k ({
the money master knows. of this legsl no-
tification and prohibition and presumes to
capture or arrest the free man, the law pro-
nounces him a resister of the authority of the
rovernment, castigate him with fifty euts
and condemn him aceording to the law. Let
ihis proclamation be issned and published,
to all government servants, and legal offi-
sers that they may comply with it imph-
eitly. The violator of it shall be punishable.
iven, Wednesday, 6th lanation, 41h of the
waxing, Siamese Civil era, 1157, year of
he Babbit, Tth of the decade, (i. e. A. D.
April 12h, 1793.)

¢

Proclamation of H. M. Somdeteh P'ra-
Chanw Klow, the 4th of the Present Dy-
ansty.  Alout the merchant Bahng Mew.

H. M. issued a Royal Mandate to be
sroclatmed and pablished to all the Prinees
and vovernment officials withont and with-
in, and to the people of the capital and  of
the provinees, north and sonth for general
information, abont the merchant Babng
Mew, whose official tittle is Ku'n Penit
He is truly a rich man, but he is
He is tricky in words, and ‘in
lisigation. H. M. has really detected his
"artifice, his fortuonsness and lack of honesty.
" He has no compassion on the common-peo-
_ple, who are his debtors and slaves, who are
desirous of paying their indebtedness, and
_§ the monies advaunced .in purchasing them.

fwohabn

i
FHortaous.
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When the money is offered him, he will
not receive it, and contends abont the ne-
eessities of the seasons. “Waters ave work-
ed for fish, and fields for grain” If it
happens to be the 4th or 5th lunation, he
is invisible, cannot be seen. If it happens to
be the 10th or T1lth lunation, he offors
sindry excuses and for three years he
has evaded receiving proffered payments.
The slaves lave poured out their com-
plaints and deposited their payments at the
courts, Tte makes interest with the legal
officers and has evaded receiving his mo-
ney for more than 8 and 4 years. A num-
ber of other persons also have poured forth
their complaints of wrongs received from
this Sat'ée Bahng Mew, and because he
is wealihy, he has confused the Iegal offi-
cers.  IHe has access also to Princes and
nobles who support him in his wrongs:
This Royal Mandate is issved to be made
known to the Princes, nobles, and govern-
ment officials within and without forbid-
ding all to give him any farther support in
his practices. I they persist in hacking
him up, they will rno longer be objects of
Royal favor. Given, Saturday, Ist of tle
waxing, 6th lueation, year of the Rabbit,
8ih of the decade, Siamese Civil era, 1229,
(i. e. May 4th, I867.)

&9
+4-

During the Reign of H. M. the Iate
King
Judicial anthorities, the substance of which

H. M. issued a proclanzation to the

was, that theve was a former law, if the
their

wished to pay back the purchase money

slaves, dissatisfied with masters,
which was advanced upon them during the
6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th lunations, the money
masters could not Le compelled to receive
the movey at that scason, as it was the
season of planting. H. M. decided this law
was not equitable and was by this procla-

yoation abolished, Hereafter, at whaiever

time a slave was dissatisfied with his master

¢ and wished no longer to remain with him,
i ie could offer the repayment of the amount

of his indebtedness. If the principal
and interest were met in full, the money
master is obliged to receive from the slave
the money.  If the woney master will not
receive back his money, suit could be en-
tered against him, and he should be pun-
ished and fined according to the established
laws.

If the preceding proclamation is not the
one referred to, we have not this proclama-
tion in our possession and therefore cannot
give its precise wording nor its date.

4O
>

A Royal Mandate was given to issae &

proclamation and publish it to ailthe Roy-
al servants, within and without, and to all
the people in the Capital and beyond the
Capital for general information, that on
Thursday, 14th of the waning, 2nd lunation,
year of the Rabbit, th of the decade, (i. e.
A D. Jan. 23rd, 1888.) Amdeng Chan
sent in a petition to . M. complaining
that her hosband feamr bad clavdestinely
niade use of her name and sold her to an-
other party.  She was not knowing to the
transaction. When this matter was bronght
to the notice of H. Majesty, H. M. was
of epinion, that if a husband should use the
name of his wife and sell her, withont her
knowledge and consent, she eonld not pro-
perly Lie classed as a slave, But as H. M.
was not quite sure what the existing law
was on this subject, on Fuesday, 101h of the
waning, 3rd Innation, year of the Rabbit,
9:h of the decade, (i.e. A.D. Tuesday, Feb.
18th, 3868.y H. M. wrote to P’ra Intara-
tape to enquire of the Crown judges, to
consult the laws, and report on the state
of the laws on the subject. They reported
as follows, ¢ If husbands, parents or money
masters, sell their children, wives, slaves
or people, and insert their names in the
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bill of sule, that sale was ewmsidered valid
whether the seller 101d or did not tell the
persons he sold as slaves. The law pro-
nonnced the sale valid becanse the hus-
bands, parents and money masters were
paramount.”

“If a wife or a
ehild should sell father, mother, hushand

Another law declared

and insert their names in a bill of sa'e,
the law declared that sale invalid, because
wives and children are not paramonnt to the
husband and the pavents.”  Sach was the
existing Taw.  On lonking at the subject,
the law seemed to treat woman as a buffa-
Joe, and the man as a human being, it
was not equitable, and onght to he sbro-
gated. Therelore HF. M. established a new
faw as follows.

If a husband inserts a wife’s name in =
bill of sale as a slave, and she was not a
slave wife, whom he did wot purchase,
and for whom he has no bill of sale, in this
case if the wife cousents to his selling her,
and places her signature or mark to the
bill of sale in confirmation thereof, and the
writer of the Instrument of sale, or witness-
es who were present and saw the trang
action ean confirm it, in that case she can
be properly considered a slave. If the wife
did not eonsent to the sale, or if her name
has been clandestinely inserted into a bill
of sale, and there are no witnesses who
saw her and who knew she consented to
the transaction, that transaciion is not a
sale.

If however, a wite is living with her
husband, and they have not been seperated
by divoree, if under such circamstances the
hasband clandestinely sells the wife and

insert har name in a bill of sale and theu
flee, the purchaser ean enter suit and have
the wife arrested to compel her to produce
her husband aceording to the laws of the

ia nd, if in such a ca:e she consents to be-

come guarantee for her husband, and allows
the purchaser to have her personal ser-
vices in leu of interest, or if she consents
to become his slave after that and makes
an agreement with her signature or mark,
slie can then be held as a slave, If she
does not consent, she can only be detained
by the court as a guarantee for the pro-
duction of her husband, but she cannot be
If the wife had been di-
vorced or was separated  from her husband
before the hoshand fled, though her name

lield as a slave.

miy be in the bill of sale; if she neither
kaew of nor saw the tronsaction, or if the
husband hiad sold her before to seme other
party and she was serving in the house of
that money master, before the elandestine
sale of which she was ignorant, she cannot
he arrested as a gnarantee for her fogitive
husband, in this case, the prosecuitor can
oftly arrest the guarantee; or hiis guarantee
for his money, so far as it relates to the
clandestine sale. ~ In matters of this na-
ture, there must be embarrassments and
difficnlties teo overcome by persons whe
corfids in the old laws, treating women as
buffaloes aud wmen as human beings.

If the wife is a dlave and money has
beén advanced upon her, ard the husband
hasnot torn np her sale papers, even though
she be a wife, she cannot put forth a claim
as a wife, she must be regarded in law as
her husband’s slave. If a slave is a wife,
or not a wife, and there are sale papers,
the money master, whether a husband or
not a husband and he wishes to sell her
for no more than what he paid for her or
for less, he can do so, and he must give
the old sale papers to the new purchaser as
coufirmation, A slave who consents to
become the wife of her money master, and
he bas not yet torn up or given to her the
purchase paper, she differs from a slave
who is not the money master’s wife.
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When the money master husband dies, the
slave wife is evtitled to a small portion of
inheritance, as a slave wife. If thereis
no property, nothing left as inheritance,
those who are to reccive the property or
the mheritance, or the creditor of the de-
ceascd must make a deduction in favor of
the slave wife, onre In ten or one in twelve
or one in fifteen as the inheritance to
which she is entitled from her deceased
husband.  But in transactions where she
has been rightfully sold, her condition
must be disposed of as a slave. If the
husband sold the slave wife, or the money
master sells a slave for more than he
originally paid for her, and did not pass
over to the purchaser the oviginal paper of
sale as a token, and if the slave wrote her
signature or made her mark as before
stated, the transaction is a sale. If the
slave was not knowing to the transaction,
and did not consent therete, the matter
must be investigated and payment be en-
forced according to the eriginal price pad
for the slave. The excess balance mnst be
obtained from the recent seller, who receiv-
If the money master sells
a slave woman, who is one of his wives or

¢d the money.

who is not one, who has fled, and the pnr-

chaser obtaius possession of the purchased,
he is entitled to the sumn that was fiist
paid for the womnan, and interest theréon
from the date of her flight. He cannot
recover more than the principal, and as
much lawful interest as will be in the
amounnt equal to the principal.  If parents
sell their children and place their names i
a bill of sale, and if the child is less than
15 years of age, and resides with the pa-
rents, though the sold ¢hild has not writ-
ten the signature nor made his mark con-
senting thereto, it can be regarded as a
sale.  If, howerver, the child bas separatec
from the pavents, and dovs not live with

those who sell, that is if the father and|

| mother have had misanderstandings and

have parted from each other, and the child
fives with any other person than the seller,
or lives with his relatives, apart from the
selfer, in this case, such parent cannot sell
Such

Enforce payment

the ehild not in his or her possession.
transaction is no sale.
from the seller, and froni the guarantee in
all snch eases.  The alleged slave cannot
he arrected, Tf a son, or a daughter, has
attained the age of 15 vears, and the pa-
rents wish to sell such ehild, when that
child signs his or her signature, and there
are witnesses who know of the consent and
saw {he transaction, the act may be treated
as a sale. The status of such a child is
like that of a wife who has not been pur-
chased, and has no sale price attaching to
If the parents who sold the child

flee, and the child remnins in the housey

her.

the child can be arrested and placed in
custody of the court as a pawn for the pa~
rent. If in such circumstances, the child
malkes an agreement to become a slave in-
stead of the parent, he may become a slave
If the child

does not consent;, he or she can be kept in

according to his agrecment.

custody till the captare of the parent is ef-
fected by him or her.

If the child has seperated frow the pa—
rent, and is with others than the parents
who sold him or her, in this case, the child
cannot be arrested as a substitute for the
parent.  Force can De broaght to bear
upon the guarantee, and his sureties alone.

If the seller of a person dies, and the
legal tuberitor is a hnsband or a wife, or a
c¢hild, or a relative of the deceased, the in-
heritor is responsible for the debts of the
deceased, in confonmity with the provision
of the Jaw on inheritanee.  If the wife sells
a busband, who was her slave, and she
possesses the sale papers, and these were
uot destroyed or given unp to him, his
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status is that of a sold slave, he can derive
no benefit by claiming that he was her
husband.  If wives sell their husbands, or
children their parents, or brothers and sis-
ters their brothers and sisters, or intimate
friends their intimate friends, if the par-
ties sold have written their signatures or
m=de their marks, and t(here are witnesses
the transa tion.
If they did

not consent and there are no wifnesses to

who know of and saw

such transaction is a sale.
their consent, the trapsaction cannot be re-
garded as a sale.

In the case of a ¢'ild who has no pa-
rents, if the party who brought the child
up from any age under 7 years, sell it
that transaction is a valid sale and eammot
be called in question. Suel party has the
right to se‘;i}, as if his or her own child,
because the child would have inherited as
a foster child. Sich ¢hild ean be sold if
When be-
yond that age, the party sold must con-

still under 15 years of ago.

sent to a sale before it can have any vali-
dity.

The children of others, if they are
taken to be brought up when they have
passed the Tth year of their age and from
that age up to the 1£th year, if the child
does not consent, the benefactor cannot
sell that ¢hild, because he could wot iu-
herit the benefactor’s property.

Judges and all judicial officers, who
have the iuvestigation of cases in the fu-
ture, must comply with the spirit and
letter of this royal order and proclama-
tion. Do not decide according to the old
laws on this subject. Should any judicial
officer, give judgment according to the
old law, and ignere this proclamation, he
shall be punished according to the nature
of bis offence.

Given, Saturday, 4th lunation, 13th of

i the waning, Siamese civil era 1229, year

H

%of the Rabbit, 9th of the decade, (1. e.
A, D. March 22ud, 1868 )

Proclumation, <f‘vH. M., P'va Clanm
Kiow, on fugzitive S'aves.

A Roval mandate was given to the Prin.
ceg, haldingand not holdiug official positions
and to all Governnent servants great and
small, for general information to all clas-
ses, the slaves of prinees, and commoners
and all the people. At the present day
there are several places as palaces of prin-
ces, great noblemen’s honses, that are re-
spected and feared, whither persons, slaves,
and debtors. of people of comparatively
swiall rank, and of the common people flee,
and when there their Government, or their
money wasters who know they are there,
presume mnot to pursne them thither; and
they may be said to be as if sheltered or
enclosed within a bex or & cirele of moun-
tains.

There is now a Royal command, prohi-
biting people in front or within, who reside
in placessuch as mentioned to maintain that
the Prince of the palace, or the master of
the bouse is powerful and presumptuously
receives or arranges to entice Government
servants, or the servants of princes and no-
bles, possessing ravk, who Lelong to the
Royal palace to seek shelter and be pro-
tected in places such as mentioned under
any pretext.

Should any complain that persons have
gone to reside in such places as mentioned,
it will be nceessary to complain and adju-
dicate, and insist on the delivery of such
persous, and we entreat the princes of the
palaces, and the masters of the houses not
to seck hovnor out of the proper channel,
as in the past. Do not feel agrieved that
vour homes and your uames have been
mentioned to H. M. nor ashamed of those
i who complained and brought you to Royal
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notice that you neither feared nor respect-
ed anybody as formerly. When H.M. has
learned the foets HL M. will fear no insinu-
ation, that  the proscention of the metter
will be dishonorable. With reference to
past niatters like these we entreat you to
divest yourselves of anxiety. H. M. iscou-
sious of the dificulty. What can be done ?
Great houses, great palaces, people num-
erous, some are good, bad, and presump-
tuous. Some will have committed errors,
some, will have transeressed. The princes
of palaces, and the masters of great houses
canmot know all things. H. M. has ne
malice, nor distike to the prinees of pata-
ees, nor the masters of large houses, When
persons, slaves, Government servants and
debtors  flee and
tions that their masters and ereditors foav
ing-the powerful nfluence of the palace or

there are obstrue-

dave
thew, they will co about wattering their

the house rot pursue and arrest
grievance and that will not reflect to the
credit of the prinee of the palace, or the
master of the house whose bad men and
law breakers are sheltered, bat will rather
be an oceasion for thore who hear those
reproaching to respect them, and will cause
much restlessness and anxiety to the mod-
est, orderly and houest who have slaves
and debtors. Now the people know that
the prinees of these palaces, and nobles of
these houses are great and will become
greater even if the fugitive servants, slav-
es, and debtors that arve being thus shel-
tered, should praise the powerful influ-
ence that shields them from the calamities
that their Government, money masters and
ereditors niight bring upon them, those
who hear will not much praise the honor,
because such protected people are faulty;
some are robbers, murderers, having com
mitted thefts on their masters, and credi-
tors and have fled, and all who hear of
their acts will understand that great people

are the encouragers and harborers of des-
peradors and violators of law, and such
opinions connot be very honorable, As for
example if audacious despersdoes, drunk-
ards, pursue others, abusing, beating, or
stabbing others, if these abused and wrong-
ed ones, flecing these desperadoes, tuke re-
fuge aud are reseved, or if wicked people,
strive, fight, snateh away property from
others which they hold in their hands in
their flight,or if those who are afraid of
these desperadoes flee for protection in the
palaces, and houses of princes and nobles,
and by so doinys successfully escape their
pursuers and the desperadoes, if the palaces
and houses of the princes and nobles of-
fored such protection, this will be to their
honor.

Persons who are great or aspire to be
great, shousld proteet their honor, and
establish a reputation of benovolence to all,
of fairncess and impartiality,without favour-
ing these personal servants or {liese wrong
doers, and exhibit generous impulses to
those who have done no wrong irrespective
of peesons. Persons of such character are
deserving of sceking and obtaisiug honor
2nd reputation,

But these masters and their servants,
who are bold, audacious, beyond others,
as inthe past are not needed in the country
at the present time. Notice the state of
things. At present the courtry is open to
the commerce of maritime nations, and is
not confined to simple frade among our-
selves as in the past.

If the great people of the land hecome
sharp angles, and seperate into parties
to cling to them or cling to us, and are
not permanently interested in the general
welfare, they will rapidly become the
objects of reproach.

All the princes and masters of greater

or less rank within the Royal palace are
most intimately vonneeted with the King



Laws on

Slavery. 47

as intimately os the princes, wives, and
children of the Royal houschold that ce-
cupy the palace and its buildings, and the
occapants of the buildings are the inti-
matosof the masters of them, hence if the
slaves, or debtor of another in the Royul
palace should flee and obtain shelter in the
palace of a prince or the residence of a
nobleman, so that the Government or mo-
ney master cannot follow them and obtain
redress, if the masfers and creditors nn-
derstand themselves they will complain
for help, and as the parties are harbored
in no other place, they will complain to
the Kirg for vedress, under snch cirgum-
stances it would be nnreasonable for the
protecting prineces and nobles to take nm-
brage, or scck revengeof those who bronght
the notice of H.
When F. M. is ap~r'sd of the cireonn-

3
pxi

the subject to
stances, 1. M. must assist.those in hispal-
ace more than « thers, because they there
reside and have no other protector than

u. 3L

H weeferth shonld any oue in the Roy-
al palace make a statement that their
slaves, debtors or servants have fled to the
: Leing harbored by the

in anv pavticular

palace and  are

centiemen

&

ladies or
building, and the statement is proved, I3,
M. w.ll issne an order to some officer of
the inuer or of the fron! =s may be suit-
able, to bring the mutter becomingly to
the notice ¢f the Prince of the palace, or
to the noble persen of the house, to inves-
tigate the master and deliver up the rve-
fugee. Should any primes or noble persou
be captious, and unwilling to be defeated
and bent on winning the case with the de-
sire of retaining hitherto prestige, fullow-
ing the practice of those who lear only
the one sided statewents of their depend-
ents, and under such intoxication will
heed no one else, and shuffling hither and
thither conceal or cause the slave or the

lebtor to flee again or attain.concealment,
and deny that they are witl them, or any
knowledge of them, or if the parties are
houest people uuder the intriguing ivflu-

enice of their saperior wives, slaves, ser-
vantsor near relatives, imposing upon their
eredality, so that they affiriy the state-
ments to be false, denying thew, and dis-

ciniming any kuow’edge of the statemeuts,
If sueh be their attitude, and H. M. offers
heavy rewards, one catty or more or five
cattics and less, suitable to' the ascertain-
ing of the real facts and the apprebension
of the refugees, if the old celestials, who
righteously protected the state, and. were
gracious to the upright have not yet all
de-eased, either by celestial or other aid

the prohabilitics are, one or two cases will
he h;"(;r.\;_-;ht to th{-. Upon the trve dovel-

opement fI. M. will speedily pay the pro-
ndsed reward to the detectors of the facts
the 1civgaes who were
1f dur-
fg the trial these state the plaees to whieli
they fled and in which they were harbored,
and implicate the charged princes and

«nd  will Ttry

chareed of having been harbored.

nobles, though they may deny the state-
wents of the refugecs and contest them,
and the charves are proved against them,
these princes and nnble persons wust pay
the rewards which H.M. has paid, from one
sty wpward or five catties downwatd, the
refugee siave and debtor shall not be res-
ponsille for the royal reward.

This proclamation has refercnce to the
slaves, and debtors of the princesand noble
persons who reside within the precints of
this . M. the first King'’s palace only.

If, however the slaves aud the debtors
of others; residing in localities other than
this palace, Belongin‘g to the. people any
where flee them and are harbored and shel-
tered by any one residing in the palace,
let not the waster nor the creditor have
any apprehensions of fear or fault, let them
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hasten and prepare a statement and give for the rendition of the slave or of the
it to H. E. L .aych Petchapechai, Chahing | debtor, or the payment of the purchase mo-

wahng, of the bo

to investigate the case and cause the

speedy restoration of the refugee. Should |

H. E. Phvysh Petebapechal prolong the,
case heyoud seven days, then present your
petition while H. M. is out on the throne!

Sutai-sawariya, or through any relative
who is connected with the imwner or the
front department, to present fo H, M| as

opportunity offers, such a course is not.
forbidden. When H. M. has learned the.

facts, e will have the wmutter honestly.
‘the facts, the case will receive his atten-

investicated without respect to persons.

Of this honest intention let the aveient:

celestials be witnesses.

If the slaves or debtors of any person
flee and are being sheltered in other places

“sawari

guarding the palace ney, or the debt with its ivterest to be

made over to the master, or to the credi-
tor. If T1. K. Praya Petchupechai is over-
wwed or from favor or dislike does not try
the case and delays the case more +han
seven days, let the party preseut a petition
when H. M isout on the- throne Sutaiy-
ya or let their relatives and person-
al friends who
front present their petition on some fitting
oceasion.  There
such a course. When H. M. has learned

rold positions within, or in

are no restrictions to

tion. If the place to which the refugee
stave, or debtor of the complaivast bas

tescaped i3 the Second King’s palace, or

'

than this palace, if in the palace of princes

or noblemen of iufluence, who are esteem-
ed, and feared, and the money master or

sossion, and it 1s bheyoud the power of the |

Iecal officials, the Kamnan, the Nai An

poe and the proper officers to pursue,
search and arrest the fugitive, and a com-
plaint eannot be made, let the money mas-
ter and the ereditor make their st tement
and present it to H E. Prayali Petcha-
pichai, the Chaling Walng of the guar-
dians of the palace as before stated. Tf the

difficulty is in the Bowara-rahch-wang’s- |

pa'ace, and the money master or the
oreditor prefers to present his statement to
H L. P'rayah Moutierabual personally he
may do so. Lf he presents it H. E. P'rayah
Petchapichai, this gentlemen will send an
official notification to the former gentle-
man to deliver over the refugee. If the
difficulty is in the palace of a prince, or
the house of other noblemen, in that case
H. E. P’rayah Petchapichai will serd to
the man official notification, or he will per-
sonally confer with the prince or nobleman

the palace of u prince or of a nobleman
of prominence, who ought to be judges
and protectors of the people, H. M. will

‘muke over the complainant and his case
(o these leading gentlemen to settle the
creditor dave not pursue and regain pos-

matter defivitively in conformity with the
wisdom, expcrience and honor, of leading
privees and noblemen. If the wmaster or
creditor wins or loses bis case, aud secures
the return of his slave, or the paywment
of his money and interest in full, in part,
or not at all wust depend upon the werit,
the rauk, and wisdom of the leading prince
or nobteman who has been the judge and
of the plantiff and defendant in the case.
H. M. will not make it his care. If the
decision isnot according to equity, the
“ripe will become overipe, and the overipe
must drop of itself.” If the plantiff does
not like the decision and again  petitions
ou that subject the ease will be re-sent to
the partics. H. M. will bave no further
care nor solicitude in the matter thaun
this. This declaration is made to show
that leading princes and noblemen ought
to be protectors of the common people
equally with H. M.

If, however, the place of refuge is the
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palace or house of inferior princes or
noblemen, whose wisdom, experience auc
position disqualifies them to be judges,
and it would be admissible for the pluin-
tiff or the defendant te guestien their im-
partiality lest they be unduly iufluenced
by their children, wives, servants or slaves,
insuch cases . M. will send for the
Chow Krom, the Palat Krom, the Chang
Wahog, and the Nal Wanes of the prince
ad an advocate of some nobleman, and
appoirt ajudge to order the srrests, to con-
fine and guard, and enforce and try the
case suitably to the laws of the country.

If the slave or the debtor flce and take
refuge in other places that are not the
paluces of prinees, vor residences of noble-
man of prowinence, but in locations that
will come under the jurisdietion of the
focal Kammnaus, Nuai Awmpoes, or loca
Jjodges aud courts, and they can be follow-
ed and arrested, aceording to custom, such
cases do not legitimately fall into the cases
to be brou-ht before the Krom that sur-
rounds the Royal palace, te take up and
try. In suchcases let the master of the
slave or the debtor conduct the Kamnan
or Naui Ampoe to arrest und keep in charge
the refugee, or et them lodzea complaint
in the proper court according te custom
Wheun there are impediments, in these eas
ey, they must in ne instance present
2 petitien to H. K. P'rayah Petchape-
the officers of the HKrom

chai, and

which surrounds the palace are forbidden

to take up the trial of such cases first. In
such cases let the Government masters of
the money master of the fusitive slave, or
of the ereditor, make a petition, or let
the officers of the Krom
which surrounds the palace, to make for
them a petition to present toH. M. and H.
M. will graciously direct that a trial
be made according to the nature of the
@1

them come to

netition, If the case does cowe within the
description to be brought forward to offi-
cers of the Krom surrounding the palace
and any one conspires with these officers
to take up such cases, the conspirator or
the judge will be pnnishable according to
the nature of the offences. Given, Tues-
day, 2ud 8th lunation, 8th of the waxing,
year of the Horse, teuth of the decade.
i. e. July, 13th, 1858,
Procranarion

Of H. M. Somdetch P’ra Chaum Klow,
on the selling of slaves.

A Royal mandate was given to be pub-
lished to all the Government servants, and
the eitizens and subjects of Siam in all its
northern and southern provinces, for gene-
ral information. Aecording to ancient usages
and laws and the custom of nearly every
other great nation there are common prin-
ciples in the adjndication of suits that have
reference to selling persons as slaves, or
agrecing to hire them for service, to selling
land, vessels and other commodities, to bor-
rowing and owing money, martgaging, or
hiring property, lands, establishments, hous-
esand vessels, to the payment of debts, in-
terest, taxes and revenue, to the fulfillment
of promises, pledges and agreements. On
these suljects aud in these wmatters verbal
statements should not be wholly relied up-
on. As tme passes, disputesmay arise;there-
fore there onght to- be wriitten documents,
between the parties for proof, as bills of sale
agreewents to sell, to hire or rent, guaran-
tees or endorsments, agreements to extend
time, redepts of delivering, taking delivery
of mouies, borrowed or due, of interest and
revenue bearing the names and signatuyes
of the writers, and containing a notation of
the day, month, and year, and the wnarks
of parties, pumber of lines, names of the
writers as witnesses of all the transactions

There are other kinds of documents, as
reliuble pepers that have been made in
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courts, as plaints and evidence given, state-
ments and comparisons of witnesses, pledges
sgreements, and the summings up of courts,
which are tied and sealed with nail marks
for protection and refercnce, by both the
complainant and the defendant, or with the
seals of parties who are allowed to use them

The different kinds of documents alluded

to above, if not forged, or false canbe ae-
eepted as reliable, in all cases of litigation,
and in each inslance will be preferable to
the testimony of witnesses, who may be
chjectionable as having been taught or as
giving guarded expressions to the iuterro-
gations.

At the present time there are those who
frequently forward petitions, consisting of
documents that ought to be the basis of ac-
tiom, in such cases, those petitions eontain
complaints of various kinds, some that mon-
feshave been paid and the papers of indebted-
ness have not been rveturned. When fivst,
payments were nr:de, no endorsements were
made ou the document of indebtedpess and
no receipts were given; when a large sumy
was paid, they received receipts fora smaller
sum than that paid. Some complain that

the parties wonld not make out bills of sale,

guarantee, and endorsements as certain par-
ties interfered, threatened, beat and order-
ed, and they were forced to do. Some com-
plain that when before.the comrts, they gave
their depositions, but the clerks did not re-
eord their statements, but e¢hanged and
modified those statements to their liking,
Some that they were unwilling to-make pled-
ge, extension and acceptance papers, but the
Judges tyrannised over themand compelled
them to act contrary to their wishes.
When parties complain thus repeatedly
it is manifest that the complainants wish to
invalidate the weight of documentary testi-
mony, which isa basis of action inall such
o ases, and wish to fall beck on the testi-

wony of witnesess, that are always Hable
to the objection of the possibility of having
been tampered with, or they wish to proleng
the case and prevent its termination.
Therefore H. M. orders that a procla-
mation shall be made for general informa-
tion, that henceforth, if a slave pays to his
master the amount of his purchase money,
or a debtor the amonnt of his indebtedness
to his creditor, at any time, ke must then
ask the return of the bill of his sale, the
guarantee, and all other papers referring
thereto, then let the money and the paper
exchange hands, let there be no cause for
a complaint that the exchanges were not
made. Shonld the money master say, that
the bill of sale islost, oris at a distance; then
demrand a receipt of payment, before mak-
ing over the sum. ¥f interest is paid, let
an endorsewent be there and then made on
the paper of indebteduess, let there be ner
lapse of time in the matter. If the bill of
sale is not rveturned, and no endorsement
is made thereupon, then denrand a receipt
as evidence of payment. If in matters of
mortgage, or of pawning goods, ov rent of
land. houses, bmld ngs and vessels let thete
he an sgreement between the pstﬁes an re~
ceiving and delivering over the property in
verification threreof. When parties receive
the farming of revenne, of wmke payments
for taxes, let there be documents agreeing
with the facts i the premises: between the
parties. If such documents are not made
and given let there be no reerption and no
delivery of money between the parties. If
any persow, or party places eonfidence in
others, and have not received back their
sale papers, or receipts of guaramtee papers
or certificates of payments and receipts
when mnies and goods have been passed
between them as hercin divected, but ‘make
paymients beforehand, if the money master
or the receiver of money, denies having re-
ceived ruch money, and they produce their
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bil's of sale, of purchase and guarantee pa-
pers in evidenee, and the party declaring
that they have made payments can prodnee
1o receipts as evidence of pavment, the
judges who fullow the directions of the law
must give their deeision based npon  the
production, or non production of bills of
salz and receipts in evidence. Ifthe litigants
objert and appeal to witnesses, to prolong
the Titigation, by artifices, it is not proper
that the judzes shonld comply with their

wishes in any instance.

Farther, in papers of sale, purchase, bor-
rowing, and in agreements of mortgage and
purchase and sale a substitation of names
is inadmissable, ouly the real name of the
owners of the property can be inserted.
When the diiision is given the property
must go only to the party named in the do-
cnment.

If it is contended that the papers are
false, and one denies, having written, or
made, or hired, or solicited others to make
and write forhim, that he has no know-
ledge of and never saw such .documents. if
snch demial is made at the outset the deni-]
may be received, and the trath established
by the testimony of witnesses. and a com-
parison of the handwriting of the writers
and other deviees that may be necessary.

If the slavc admits that such documents
were male, and then retracts and then
pursues his opponent with artifice stating
that he was guarded, oppressed, heaten,
cotifined and ordered to make such docu-
ments and therefore made them, such
pleas will be inadmisable. If the parties
ave litigants in court, wheo they give in
their depositions, aund the clerks write out
their statements, and after comparison they
are read over to the partics who made them
to the plaintiff and the defendant for their
asgent to its aceuracy, if they assent well.
If the plantiff and defendant cannot read
and express deubts ag to records of the

writers that they are not as was given in,
that they have been changed and modi-
fied to suit the writer, and they ask tha
the records of the writers, be handed to
others who, have been present to read and
eompare carefully, the judges and the clerk
must allow the litigants to institute proper
comparisons till their doubts are dissi-
pated, or let the judges and elerks seek
others to read and compare the documenta
with the litigants till their doubts are dis-
sipated, then let the documents be tied up,
sanled and marked with their finger and
finger nail. Litigants who bave thos mark-
ed docoments must admit without dis-
pute the contents of such documents. If
¢ither of the litigants can detect that the
clerk wrote otherwise than stated, let
them prove it and compel the clerk to write
as the litigants asserted, and let the clerk
note at its close that the records were con-
tested, and received the joint marks of the
litigants. Those who have seals, let thewt
stawp the documeunts with their seals.

If the hour is late, and the heur for
adjournment, has arrived and the clerk’s
work is disputed, and the desired changes
have not been cffected, and it becomes
necessary to tie up the documents, let there
be & note in the book, that these records
liave not secured the sanction of the
litigants and necd amendment, then tie up
thedocuments. It the documents have
received the finger and finger mail marks
or the persowal seal, the litigants can ne
longer suspect or doubt the writer,

If & money master meditates the cheat-
ing of his slaves, and his debtors, in any
manner, by arbitrary or oppressive mea-
sures, by beating or confining them, to
force the slaves and the debtors to make
papers of sale or of indebtedness, to make
receipts or agreements, and the slave or
the debtor do not consent to his compul-
sion, or if judges or clerks, or jailors ar-
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bitrarily force litigants to cLange their
statements, or punish, and command them
te make pledges, postponements, or admis-
sions, in sueh eases let the slaves, the
debtors, and the litigants present their
petition to their Excellencies Pray:h
Petcha-pichai and P'rayall  Apairanarit
in three or seven days, so that a mandate
may be given by H. M. r quiring a¢p edy
trial of the case. If during the trial, arbi-
trary compulsion, beating, coufinement or
command has been given to make sale gua-
rantee, receipt, or agrcevient papers, and
false depositions, pledges and postponement
are proved, ti ¢ compelling parties shall
be fined and punished acecrding to the
nature of their offence. IFf originally these
partics were unwiiling to make sales, guran-
tee, receipt, pledge, and agreement, post-
povement and admission papers, and there
are those who resorted to arbitrary measures
to sceure compliance, the oppressid parties
ought in thresor seven days to present their
petitions, if in that time they do not present
their putitions to their Excellencies P'ryal
Pletchapechai and P'rayah = Apai-rana-
rit but have consented to make the papers
& ‘manded, and subsequently they complain
that they were forced to make sueh
pers, it will not be adissable to ¢xtric te
themselves in this way; definitive deeision

pa-

must be given in aecordance with the tevor
of the papers eoutaining their names, their
marks, and their seals.

Given, Thursday, fifth lunation, fiftcenti,
of the waxing, year of the Monkey, still
first of the decade (i e.) April 5th, 1860,

Procramation.

His Grace, Somdetch Chow P'rayal
Borom Mahah Sri Suriwongse, the Ex
Regent was graciously instrueted to
jssue a proclamation to the Princes, withi
and without, and to all the Royal servants
in H. M. the King’s palace, aud is the

palace Bowara Sat'ahn Mongol, to the |

Military aud Civil officers, and to !l the
Provinees of the sonth and nopth, and te
all the people within and without the ca-
pital for general information; that His
Majesty baving assumed the reigns of
Government, is cheerfully and graciounsly
disposed to eherish honrestly the Religion
of Baddh, and to protect to his vtmost the
priests and the common people through-
out the eutire kingdom and atl who have
come to H. M. deminions to sesk a liveli-
lood, therefore H. M. was pleased to di-
reet me, while T was vet Prime Minister,
and allowed to aet in H. M.’s behalf at the
Keng Wara Tapaya satahn, receiving and
deeiding the eases of complainants and
deeiding them according te egquiry. As
that time siaves and debtors lodged eom-
plaints against their masters and ereditors,
and there was much litigation as to prin-
cipal and interest. Tt was then observed
that in former times those who lent or ad-
vanced money to debters er eon slaves,
were in the habit of enlleeting interest there
on as great as 10 sulungson B0 ticals per
mouth and 2 ticaly, such were the rates
hat talprevaied to the present time.

‘When persnus in distressed circumstane-
w wished to borrow money for use, they
made agreements consenting in some in-
stances to pay ns much interest as § ticals
on 80 tieals per month, 4 on 80, 8 on 80.
Slaves and borrowers who were not heas
vily pressed made agreements to pay inter-
est at the rate of 2 ticals o 80 tieals per
month 1% on 80, 1 on 80. The agrecments
conseuted to large and swall interests, as
in those times ereditors and money mas-
ters, avd brokers did not advanee as large
suins 28 at present obtatus.

At the present time Native and Foreign
merchaots have located in the capital in
abundanee, and have built commerieal es~
tablishments on land, on the water, and ara
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accuimulating wealth more rapidly than
in former times, and the common pcople
have greatly improved their condition so
that thuse who have acenumlated property
are hetter able to lend, sell and take goods
on mortgage If the amount in question is
large, they are willing to let ont their
money at the rate of 1 tical on 80 per
month, or  a tical on 80 per month. Kven
thase who come and horrow Goverment
funds 28 asnital for their investwents or
use, the Gavernment reduces its rate of in-
terest to 1, or ¥ tical on 80 per month, so
that those who et ont money on small in-
terest aré as if they had capital in the ad-
ventures and profit. This intarest is a mn-
tual advantage.

Slaves and debtoars, however, who have
to pay laree interest & on RO per month,
4 00 80,3 0n %9, 2% on 80, 2 on 80 have
not the monay to nav, and thevy resort to
artifiee to contest and cheat their macters
or ereditors,. To decide and eompel slaves
or debtors to pay the laree and varving
interests as per asrcement to their ereditors
is not equitable. It was therefore decided
to diminish the rates of interest, and the
fines, and allow certain vortions for Go-
vernment use for one year in the roval
rice mills and the slave to he given to the
creditor and the money masters.

There are now many eases of litiration
concerning interest in the courts. H. Grace

the Regent therefore has ordered the crown
lawyers and judees of the courts to exa-
min the laws and hase on them a procla-
amation and a set of laws for future adjudi-
cations in eases of litigation between cre-
ditors and debtors and money masters and
their slaves. 7

The following gentlemen were appoint-
ed.

P'ra Mahah Raht Kr'u Paroh Hitah
Chahn, P'ra Mahah Raht Kru Mulu-
taun, P’rayah Manunaa Tibunhahn, P'raya’

Maun Sahn Sabt Banchab, P'ra Srisang-
Kaun, H'lnang T’aparaht’abdal, RA'huavg
T'ama Sabt, Hlu’ang Atayah, Hlv'ang
Sri, Malioh-sot, Kunchai Ahyah Kbun
Chindal Perom.

Having examined the laws on the sub-
ject, they reported the following.

If the inhabitants of the country lerd
or are indebted to one another from 4 ti-

cals up, let them have a written docyment
to that affect with signatures or marks, on

which sum the interest of one eighth ofa
tical per month is leviable, If there is no
agreement. or written document, and the
parties wish to enter suit, the law forbids
entertaining such snit. This is how the law
stands upon this suhjeet. We are of opini-
on with Your Grace, that the party lend-
ing mn‘ney or advancing money on sales,
or on mortgage make agrecments to give
and receive aceording to their agreements,
some according to law, some in excess of
the law, some less than the law. Of these,
thoge who agrec to give high rates of n-
terest, not having the money to meet their
liabilities, flee. their creditor or masters,
or take refuge with Princes or prominent
nobles and thus evade paymert, and then
enter suit. contending with their creditors
or their moncy masters. When the «lave,
or the debtor loses his ease, he must be
compelle ! to meet hisliabilities according
to power of the Court, and it is with
difficulty that money is fortheoming. We
therefore, pray that there may be are-
duction of interest, and an allowing of the
creditor or money master to receive some
earning on the money he lends, advances on
purchases or mortguges, and for loss from
the slave, the debtor at the rate of 1 tical
on 80 per month, This will be a refief
to the slaves or the debtors.and they will
be encouraged to pay a reduced rate of
interest. They will not be so much dispos
ed to evade, to flee, and contest the cre-
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ditors, or money master’s claim. It will be
easier too for them to obtain money to
cancel their debts. avd the litication he-

tween slaves, debtors and their ereditors or

Tu the future if partics make out papers
selling their wives children, relatives, bro-

thers, sisters or slaves, or should parties’
sell themselves, to live with the purchaser
to be nsed in lien of the interest, should
these flee their money master, or should
they agree to pay interest and still reside
with their money mnaster, or agree to pay
interest and reside at their own or at other
hiouses, should parties make out papers
horrowing money, or make out papers tc
sell, or mortgage farms, orchards, houscs,
boats, floating houses or any kind of pro-
perty and agree to pay any rate of inter-
est, should the creditor, mouncy master,
debtor or slave enter sutt concerning inter-
est or loss pﬁor to this proclamation, the
Courts wmust dceide that the debtor, the
slave, shall pay interest or allow for loss te
his ereditor or master at the rate of one
eighth of a tical on four ticals per month
or 2% ticals on 80 per month aceording to
previous law. If they agree to pay lesc
than 24 ticals on 80 per month, let judge
ment be given according to agreement

If the agrecment was to give interest at
a greater rate than 2% on 80 per month
and the slave or the debtor has paid inter-
est at that rate, what has been paid shall
be the advantage of the ereditor, but for
all unpaid interest, or claims for loss, the
debtor shall be compelled to pay only at
the rate of 23 on 80 per mounth. If 9, 10,
or more years have elapsed since the date
of interest, allow the ereditor his principal
and interest or loss equal to his prineipal
and by no means more.

If suits are made after this proclamation

has been published, between slaves, or

debtors and their ereditors, eoncerning the
principal, interest or loss as indicated above
in all these cases judeement must be given
that the slave, the debtor, the parties who

masters wi'l be diminished . have sold, or who have mortgaged, no mat-

- ter what the varying rates of interest,

shall pay to the ereditor claimant at the
rate of 1 tical in 80 per month in all oas-
es alike, If, however, the agreement speci-
fies 2 sum less than 1 in 80 per month, let
judgement be given aceording to agreement
hecause it was the design of the ereditor
to be lenient to the debtor. If the agree-
ment specifies a rate greater thau 1 in 80
per month, and the debtor hus wade pay-
ments on the basis of the agreement, let
what has been paid, be the advantage of
the creditor, but for all unpaid interest
judgement must be given ordering payment
at therate of only 1in 80 per monthaccord-
ing to this proclamation, the exzcess rate
in the agreement must not be allowed.

Further in all agreements lending money
at low rates as half a tieal on 80 per
maonth, or at rates less than thiz, such a-
greements must gpecify that the payments
shall be made at the end of each year.
In such cases interest payments mast be
made at the end of each year, they wmust
not be allowed to ran over the year. If
the year has elosed and the debtor orslave
docs not ‘make prompt payment of interest,
if this has not been- done for 1, 2, 0r 3
years, and the uupaid interest bas not
reached the amonnt of the principal, in
that case take the unpaid interest, include

it in the principal, and insert the sum on
the back of the agreement, and make the

entire sum interest bearing at the rate of
half a tical on 80 per month. If the debt-
or has not paid for a very long time,
make the interest equal to the principal,
and let no more interest be paid. As the
creditor allowed his debtor to pay only a
small amount of interest at the rate of only



Laws on

Slavery 55

half a tical on 80 in oue wonth, or at rates
less than this therefore the ereditor is al-
lowed this advantage.

This proclamation was given Friday,
fourth lunation, second of the waxing

Biamese Civil era 1230. (i. e. Feb, 12th,
1869.)

ProcrAMaTION o8 Borx Sraves.
A Royal mandate was given by H. M.
fomdeteh P’ra Paramendra Maha'h Chu-
lalonkon, the King of Siam to issue a pro-
clamation to the Princes, Governimnent ser-
vants, Military and Civi!l, on the right,
the left, within and without, to the local
justices of the peace, and all departments
of the people, in the capital, aud in the
provineces, North and South, to all who
have servants and slaves, and to all who
are slaves or captives of war, for general
information. that H. M. in concurence with
the Ministersand the Councillors of State, |
has purposed, that in future, creditors and
money masters who have slaves from 1 to
2 or from 9 to 10 persons, or families,
must note particularly those who have
been born in their- establishments, while
the parents were their slaves, and fix de-
finitely the year of their birth, and ascer- |
tain whether they were born in the year
of the Dragon, tenth of the decide, or in
the year of the Minor Dragon, first of the
decade precisely how many males, and how
many females. Then with these youthfulg

slaves in the presence of the local judges,
have noted on the back of the sale papers, .
as a memoranda, such arnd such males and
females, of snch and such names were born
in the ycar of the Major Dragon, tenth ofj
the decade, aged from date of birth to pre-.
sent date so many years. Let such speci-;
fic memos be made on all sale papers of

persous. Tf of slaves children born in the

slave master's house, there are nome that
were horn in the year of the Major Dragon,
tenth of the decade, and there are only
slave children that were born in the year
of the Rabbit, ninth of the decade, or year

. i of the Tiger, eighth of the decade; or in
year of the Dragon, tenth of the decade, | ! ki e A
| years preceeding these, such clildren need

not be noted ou the back of the papers.

Again, from the year of the Great Dra-
gou, tenth of the decade, if persous of
means, redcem or purchase persons, slaves,
male or female as slaves, let hem give
special attention to the male and female
childrep thus purchased or redeemed, as-
certain definitely their ages, whether they
were b rn before or after the year of the
Great Dragon, tenth of the decade, if such
children follow their slave parents, the
Nai Ampoes and Kamnuns must bave
said slave children in their presence and
the back of the deed
of sale, d-sigiating said children, giving thie

make 2 memo on

i names and age of each. Let there be uo

negligenee in this respect.

Whenever H. M. will publish the new
laws respecting such children, theu let the
money masters have their relative values
inserted in the memos, as indicated in Ar-
ticles 8, 4 & 5 of those laws according to
the respective ages of the youthful slaves,
as subsequently when the slaves are ready
to refund the purchase money that was
paid for them, it will be easy to decide
Low large or how small an amount must

. be paid in each case as per Art. 3 of those

laws.
Further when the money masters of
slaves, possessing bills of sale which have

t ” %
 the seals of the Nai Ampoes, wish to have
" memos placed on the back of their deeds

of sale indicating the values of tlie slave
children, the Nai Ampoes making such
memos are absolutly forbid eolleeting-any
fees for such memo from either the master
or the slave Whenever a master produces
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such a bill of sale, to have made upon the
back of it a memo,.the Ampoes ure requir-
ed to make the memo promptly and with-
out fail.

Given, Thursday, tenth lunation, thir-
teenth of the waxing, _\'enrb of the Dog,
sixth of the decade 1236, (i. e. Oct, Sth,
1874.)

Laws CoNCERNING THE LIMITS OF THE

AGE OF SERVITUDE AXD FREEDOM.

In the year 1874, H. M Chula-longkorn,
the King of Siam, 5th of the present dyna-
sty, seated apon his throne with the coun-
cillors of ‘State, officials in session remark-
ed, in reflecting upon the ancient customs
of the country, it was H. M. wish, that all
that were Leneficial shonld be observed
and perpetuated. Such as were defrimental
to the people and to the state, and were
not based in eqnity, it was. HO M wish to
abrogate, but snely changes must be gra-
dual, and he made suitable to the times and
the circumstances, to effect on them a quies-
cent establishment, ‘

In the original laws which were establish-
ed by the former kings, wccording to the

work called the Tammasabt seven classes
of slaves were indicated.

1st Slaves by purchase or redemption. 2
Children of slaves born in the house of the
money master. 3 Slaves obtained frowm one’s
parents. 4 Slaves ziven by another. 5 Slaves
who have been assisted - and rescued from
calamity. 6 Slaves who were fed and sup-
ported during famine. 7 Slaves who were
captared in war. Taese are the 7 classes of
slaves These are recognised as slaves by
the laws of the land. 1f mouey is not paid
down to the masters "of these classes of
slave, to the full extent of their liability.
there was no opportunity for them to escape
bondage and obtain freedom. Children born
to these seven classes of slaves, from their
birth and the opening of their eves, must be

regarded as slaves, having a legal personal
valie as such. Should they reach the ad-
vanced age of 100 years, they liave still &
legal personal valuation.

The legal personal valuation is as follows.
Slaves 1, 2,.& 3 months old were valued
at $ 3.69 Temales of the same age, §3
40, When the wales attained their 26th
year from that age ov till their 40th year
they were rexarded as possessing their high
est legal value $ 33.60. Females. from the
21st to the 30th year of their age had
reached their full lezal valnation § 28.48.
Males over 40 and females over 30 gradn-
ally decreased in personal value, and if they
lived to be 100 yea s old, the male was still
valued at $ 2,40 ard the fomale at § 1.80

there was no time when there was not a

legal valie upon their persons. Such are
the nsages of the existiug law.. Seemingly
there was no pity for the children of slaves,
© As the children who are born inglavery
know nothing and saw nothing of the
cvils which ‘their parents had perpetuated,
in enforcing upon them slavery, forlife, and
the endurance of penalties and misery be-
longing properly to the parents, it-is nos
right that such children ghould s slaves
for life.

Should H. M. the king be graciously dis-
posed to abolish at once the legal personal
value of the children of slaves, the money
masters of the parents would be devoid ‘of
compassion, and would not sltow the slave
mother to nourish, and  rear her children
as they would esteem the child of the slave
born as unserviceable, they would thérefors
compel the father and mother of the slave
to work for them to the neglect of the child
and the pror child would in many instances,
suffer and die.

As money masters might and, possibly
would resort to such artifices, some regard
must-be had to their adyantage, and at the
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same time make opportonities for the free-
dom of the childrer of slaves, so that if the
child slave is a wiale, when his legal per-
wonal valaation ceiss, he can hive himself
out, engaze in busi ess, of secare some use-
ful trade av ort, or enter the prissth 3
if a female, on the attainmert of her free-
dum, she will be o.en to offers of allimnces,
becowe & mother, and kave opportunitics of
earning a fivelihood. When such results
«an be affected, there will be a glorious
prosperity for the inhabitauts of Siane.
Therefore H. M. th- king issned a man:
date directing the Counciliors of the
Governntent to pro‘paré a set of laws vn the
subject, to be circulated among the priuces
nobles, and officials of all departments,
in the Military and civil service, all fwhabi-
tants of the Cupital, the first, second, third
and fourth class provinces of the North and
South, and for the information of the people
gen(; ally, that in the Siamese civil eva,
1230, year of the Great Dragon, tenth of the
decade (1. e. 1868,) gremt and auspicious is
the year that H. M. the present king ascen-
ded thethmne, therefore Ho M. is gracicus-
1y pleased to x this year as the first year
for the operation of the follewing laws
which are to fix the future status of the
children of s'aves. From that year thes
laws liave effect.
~ Art. 1. If the wale or female children of
glaves were born in the Siawese eivil era
1230, yvear of th Great Drag n tenth of the
decade (1868, Jehis vear shall be the starting
point for estimating the value of the child
slave, from the age of 1, 2, 3 months up to
the age of 8 years the value will gradually
increase and reach its highest limit. From
the ave of 8 years thero will be eaeh year a
gradual decrease of the value till the 21st
year of the ebild’s age, when there will be
no legal value. At that age the child slave
X3

shall ceuse to have a legal value and is
thenceforth free.

Art. 2. The table of the yearly walu-
ation of ilie children of slaves has been re-
arranged by law, this new table must be
used only for all the chlidreq of slaves, and
the children of the population who ars still
(ree, and are pot slaves, that have been bora
in the year of the Major Dragon, teath of
the decade, thé year of the Minor Dra o,
first of the decade and fur ezery sugceediug
year therefrom. .

Age Valae Ticals.

Male
128 lovmememenctons

Mouths Yecars Female

lewes Oulleen. &
4586 |[cecereciocien- 8o 6B
789 a8
10 11 ..--10
PRI 1
...-16
.20
....28
a4

.28
.12
181920 .. 4:{.... 3

When they euter their 21st year all va-
Ine on wales and females cease, and their
‘ncreasing and decreasing value must be or

the basis of this table,

Peisons who were born in the year of the
Rabbit, vinth of the decade and anterior to
that year, in cases of litigation, will be sub-
jret to the old table of valuagion which was
established in the Siamese eivil era 953,
vear of the Cock, fifth of the deeade (1593
A. Dy

Art. 3. the wale and female children of
slaves, who are born in the house of the
money master from the year of the Great
Dragon, tenth of the decade on, whether
they live with the first money master till
they zeach the 21s¢ year of their age, or if
they do not reside with the first money mas-

ter, or if the purchase money has been, and

they hate been tasnatersd 0 8,8,8,4,6
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shall be annnally valued at the yearly in-

- sreasing or decreasing value now establish-

ed, no matter with what mea ter they erc
till they shall have atitined the 21st year

“of their age, affer whiel no legal value ean

“

be placed upon them, they are fiee. -
Art. 4. male or female ehildren of slaves

“born in the year of the Major Dragon,

‘

new

tenth of the deeade; or in any subsequent
years, who' are to be redeemed, their legaf
wnnnual value shall be inereasing or decreas-
g acvording to (he following rule. Sup-
pose the sam originally paid for A{ Kau,
the husband and E K'aw, the wife, two
persons was 260 ticals or (& 156.) While
residing with the first money master sup-
pose two children are born to thew, the
male child is named Al G'aw, the female
¢hild E Gnaw, they remain with the first
mponey master, till the child Al Gaw was
three years old, and the second ¢hild E
Gnaw was three months old. The slaves
wish to pay their old master and seek &
one,

iy this ense the proposed memster munst
add tothe original saw the value” of the
two child slaves that are to accowpany the
parvent aceording to the value corresponding
to their ages for Al Gaw 8 yeurs obd, 20
ticals, for B Gnaw 3 months old, £ ticals.

This additional sumy must be unoted and

‘stamped in the bill of sale, as the value of

the children aecording to their age, 24 ti-
eals, which added to the value of & Kaw
and E Kaw, the father and mother 284
ticals. ff this slave funily lives with the
second master 5 years Ai Gaw has reached
the 8th year of Lis age, and has ebtained
his highest legal value 82 ticals, B Gaaw
is 5 yearsand 3 mouths old, her legal va-
Ine is 20 tieals. They now propose to
change for a third master, this third mas-
ter must in that case, add to the pre.

viong sumy the ineveased fegal value of the
slave ehildren eovresponding to their ages.
For Al Gaw 12 more tieals in addition so
his previous 20 amomnin to 32 ticals, for
E Guiaw 16 more tieals, in addition teher
previous 4 tieads, awounts to 20 ticale.
These snurs must  be noted and morked
'in the Bill'of sale as the valnes of A#
Gaw and E Guwa which added to the va-
lue of Ai Kaw, the father and E Kow
the mother amounts to 312 tieals.

The slaves remain with their third mas-
ter 8years aud six mouths. Ai Gawis 16
vears amd 6 wonths old, his legal value
has diminished ¢o only T4 ticals, ¥ Gn w
is 18 years and nine menths old, her Je-
rgral valwe has diminished only 22 tieals,
"Fhey now wish to leave the third and go
to a fourth master. This third master
winst diminish the valne of &1 Gaw, 22
ticals, awd reecive for Bim onfy 14 -ticals,
E Gnaw, has fncreased in valne 2 tieals and
her present valne is 22 ticads, their combin-
¢d value is 36 tiewls. The fourth master
mnust puy for their redemption and uste inv
the bill of sale, that fur the child sfave A
Kaw, his former valne was 32 tieals, a re«
duction has been made of 18, and lis pre-
sent cost wag only B4 ticals, that for the
slave child B Gnaw, her former walue was
20 tieals, her value hal lucreased 2 ticals,
her present cost was 22 ticals, the united
value of the children was 36 ticals, The
united cost of parents and children was 296
tieals.

¥ the stave family was with the 4th
maoster 3 years and 7 months, Al Gaw will
have rewclred, his 20th year, and ope month
{he is now absolved from alk legal value, and
is free. B Gnaw, however, is 17 years and
4 months ofd, her legal value has been di-
nrimished till there remains due on her ao-
count only 3 ticals.
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if Al Kay, B Kaw and B Goaw wish

te be released from the 4th master, to live

svith » &fth, we fearth master wust dimin-

ish the valie of ¥ Gnaw which was 23
ticals and receive on her account ouly 3 ti-
i

<als, as she has reached the nge ot 17 years
and 4 menths, and@s bo.deriag on to he
d8th year, and the value for that age has
dwindled down to only 8 ticals. The &fth
anaster must pay down for the redetption
of Al Kau, E Kaw and B Gnaw the suwm
of § 263 ticals. If the slave fawily lives
avith the Efth master 2 years and 8 wouths
E Guaw will be 20 years and 2
old, K Guaw has lost all legal value asa
slave aud is free. The value of Ai Kan,
and B Kay, the father and mother re-
mains as before, 260 ticals. Should either
any Ai Kao, B Kaw, Ai Gawor I} Guaw
die while liviug with any one of the mas.
ters, the indebtedness of the deccased must
be obliterated, the master can only elaim
the amount appropriately due from each
living person, the loss must be the portion
of the muaster, according to the rules of the

months

old law. :

Art. 5. From the Siamese civil era 1286,
year of the Pog, sizth of the decade, (1874)
if persons of means will undertake the help-
ing and redeeming ef the poer people or
slaves, who were uot slaves before, or
slaves who are to be purchased from for-
aner masters, and sgeh slaves have with
ghem slave children that were born in the
year of the Myjor Bragon, tenth ef the
decade, the purchaser and seller, together
avith the Nai Ampoe, Kamnar and slaves,

must make out a biid of sde, written with:

ink, stating definitely that the male and fe-
enale slaves were born in sueh years, they
hiave attained respectivily such ages, stat-
ing their le;al value according to their
ages as laid down ic the new table. The
slayes must writé their own names, or bire

or ask others to write. them for them at
the bottom of the bill .of sale, and each of
those documents must have the seals of the
Ampoe, or Kamnau in eovfirmation thereof.

Art. §. If any of the people who are
now free, laving had ne troubles neces-
sitating their becoming slaves, should
subsequenly beeome ‘involved, and the
father, mother, the paternal grand father,

grand mother, the maternal grand father,

grand mother, voeles, aunts,elder brothers
or sisters, be inclined to sell their children
or relatives that were born in the year of
the Major Dragon, tenth of the decade,
(1808) if less than 15 years old, they may
do s0 only temporarily, and allow their
steviees to the purchascr in leu of interest,
inserting their names in the bill of sale
of the parchuser, with or witheut the
knowledge of the person sold, the sale is
valid according to the laws of the land
because the father, mether and elder relas
tives are paramount, according to the re-
cent laws whieh were established by H.
M. P'ra Chanm Klow, the late Ki(xg,
in the year of the Rubbit, ninth of the de-
cade, (1867.) but such sales must be
made upen the secttled basis of the laws
establishied in the present Reign.

Ast. 7. If a ehild or a relative that has
been born since the year of the Major Dra-
von, tenth of the decnde, (1868,) has at-
tained any age hetween the 15th and 20th
year, that is knews the difference, between
right and wrong, and the parents or elder
relatives wish tosellaud give their services
to the purchaser in lieu of interest, and
the seller places that persons name in a
bill of sale, the purty so doing sust in-
form the person to be sold, that he may
kuow and see the transaction and attach
his name to the instrument in confirmation
thereof, to giveiit validity, and ‘make &
available to the purabaser, his vuluation,
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however, shall be aecording to the ratesof
the present laws. If the person sold nei-
ther knows of, nor saw’the trauvsaction,
and has not appended, nor hired, nor asked
others to write his name to the instru-
ment, he cannot be regardedd «s a slave.

Art. 8, 1fthe ehild of a slave, orof a free
person born in the year of the Major Dra-
gon,as the staxting point buas reaelied the
21st year of his or her age,shonld the pa-
rents or the relatives, er the persons them-
selvesbecome embarrassed and iavelved,
and apply tesell sueh persons, vfering their
personal services. in liew of uterest on the
purchase money, all menied people and.
property holders are herchy absolutely
ferbidden to purchase them 'as slaves. It
the children of slaves, or free people that
were born in or since the year of the Major
Pragon, tenth of the decade huve attained
the 21st year of their age or have exceeded
it, to: the 25th, 30th, 35th, 40th 45th 50th,
#nd: because they dre #volved wmake false
sesertions to. déceive others, and tead them
to believe that they were born antevior to
the year of the Major Dragon, tenth of the
decade in the year of the Minor Pragon,
first of the decade as the starting point, or
that they were born year of the Rabbit
%h of the decade, or year of the Tiger,
eighth of tlie decade, or the year of the
Cow, seventh of the deende, or any earlier
year, and owing to their pecuniary embar-
rassments sell themselves, and oBer their
persoaallservices in leu of iterest to the
purchaser, let money and property bolders
who wish to purchase and Beconme inasters
thoroughly investigate the matter, explici-
tily inquire of the pasty desirous of selling
bimself or herself what year théy were
born in, 'what the notation of the civil
era ana insert their statments legibly in
the bill of sale that the party was born
imsneh o year, snch a ducade; if subse

quently the party rotraets the statements
and they are of a different charncter,
that slave shall be stenuble to. panishmens
accordiag te the laws.of the land, accor~
ding to article 14 of the ol&lnws. Bf mo-
nied people are desirous of the serviee
of siaves, and make ofthosethey purchase,
no enquirfes and insers no definite reeord
of their statements in the billof sale
and parehase and retain swch as shives, ‘in
sneh an event shomld the slave declare
that he was born in or since the vesr of
the 'Maj'or Prragen, tenth of the decade, as
a starting point, which years are forbiden,
in that ease the money masteror parehaser
shalF forfeit what he has paid for the pur-
chased person.

Art. 8. If money and. property holders:
purchase the ehildren of slaves or of firec
people, who were born mn or sinee the
year of the Major Pragon, tenth of the
deeade, and they are 21 years old, hav-
ing passed the limits of legal slave va
lue, they are fiee, they canmot be valid
slaves of the porchaser aceording to the
law, even though there may be papers
of safe with dates day, of year, an@ the
name -of the purebased, and the amount of
woney paid. The purchased person ean
leave the purchaser when he ehooses. The
purchaser cannet parsue him: to-arrest him
and iostitute a swit to reeerer his pureliase
‘money, that must be the loss. of the pur-
chaser, the punishment. for- his ofienee a«
‘gainst the laws.

CArxt. 10. If the children of shavesor of
Tree persons. twenty etie years old who-bave
passed: legal slave value from al momey
masters, have heen tatooed on the wrist,
as a govemnment servant or not or if
their wrists are still white, lot the ori-
sinal monéy master or the mew Govern-
ment master muke omt 3 new register lish
md present it to the Krom P'ra Surase-
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wadee, to res-egister all such persovs as
slaves who have pasced personal value, and
now possess a suknah grade of 10 Rai.
I the former money waster or the wew
government master conceal the fucts, and
assist snch persous, #o that they are not
conducted to be tatooed, theun those who
were parties to sueh concealment sha'l be
heavily pimished according to the laws.

Art. 11. All persons nnder ebligation
to the Goverument, known as prai-lnangs,
soldiers, artisans, laborers, miners, provin-
cials, ‘attamahts, those whose freedom has
been forfeited to the state for erimes a-
gainst the laws, royal domestics, laborers
at the Government riee mills, Government
weavers, silk manufacturers, female guards
of the inner apartments of the palaee, and
the distributers and objects of royal ehari-
ties, all people under legal obligations to
the Governmeut aud known -as K’on-hlu-
angs, who, olandestinely and fraudulently
allow their names to be entered into bills of
sale pledging their personal services, in
hen of intercst o the purchaser, if they
have ¢hildren born: to them in the house
of the money master from and sinee - the
yeur of the Major Dragon, tenth of the de-
eade, and those chitdren have attained the
21st-year of their age, in all these eases let
the morey master make known the circnm-

stances to the Krow Pra:Surasadee, that !

the real Government master may bave him
tatooed and desig:-ated to his proper group,
the group to .which his father or mother

belonged, 80 that when be is off required |

duty he may serve his money master,- and
when -on requiréd'dﬁty he may serve his
government’ master, according to the ori-
ginal laws,

Art. 12. Art. 20 of the old laws on sla-
very, that came into force in. the year of
the Goat 1359 of - the great era, which
eorresponds with the 708th, year of the

Goat, ninth of the decade of the present
Siamese Civil era, (A. D. 1437,) says,
male or females in cuwbarrased eircam-
stances selling themsclves to others to be
wred by thew, and having children from the
ages of on> mouth, or 2 months following
the futher, mother, clder brothersor sisters,
uneles, or aunts:to live with the purchaser,
but who-are not entered in the bill of pur-
chase or sale, sueh ehildren, asthey grow
up, if they leave the master, the master is
entitled to a recompense of 2 parts, for
their maintenanee. This provision has uo
longerforee, that Art. 20 is how abrogated.
Henceforth men or women of the realm,
who owing to embarrassed eireuinstances
sell themselvesto live with and serve theie
purchaser, if children, male or female are
taken thither by the parents, elder brothers
or sisters, uncles, or aunts to live with: the
purchaser, and their names do not -appear
in the purebase or sale papers as slaves in
these eus s, though-the ¢hi'dren are thus
taken by the parcnts or relatives from the
age of 1, 2,0r 3 mouths ap to the age of
seven yewrs or beyond that age, the law
will-not allow the master to elsim recom-
pense for the milk, or food, or maintenanee
of the child, as a claim upon the perzon of
the child, and absolutely forbids the allow-
iug any claim upon that child as  a .slave.
These laws regnlating the status of the
children of slaves and free peo; le. must be
observed by all money wasters who have
slaves, and by all who - propose to pur-
chase aud redeem slaves. In the papers of
pur hase and sale, the ages.of the children,
and their legal value must be -distinetly

‘ and elearly set forth as indicated in Art. 5

of these laws. These chanzes must be. com-
pletly made iu sweh documents from this
year of the Dog, sixth of the deeade. and

- heneeforth begining with the 1st, of the

waxing of the 5th Junation (i.-e. Mareh
18th 1874 ) [f cases ave brought to cougt
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and the litigation involves the children of
slaves or free people, the judges must give
decisions in conformity, in every respeet,
with the principles of the new laws now
promulgated.

o4
-+

ProcraMarion
COoNCERNING THE LIMITATION OF THE AGES
OF TME CHILDREN OF SLAVES AND OF FREE
PROPLE.

A Royal Mandate was graciously given
to make known fo the Prinees and Govern-
ment.officials. great and small of the front
and within, to all inhabitants. Siamese, Ohi-
nese merchants and traders and foreigners
in the kingdom of Siam and all its provin.

ces, north and south thronehout the entire
dominions, for the benefit of all, that H.
M. pranosed, and with eoncurrent consul-
tation and anproval of the Sannahhandees,
and conncillors of State has establighed |
Taws affecting the legal status of the child-
ren born of the seven clases of slaves.
These have been estahlish d as laws to be
enforced in the Kingdom for the benefit

and hapniness of all the inhabitants of 8i-

am hereafter,

If. M. is anprehensive that there are
two clases of persons who mayv not  grasp
and thoroughly eomprehend, the Roval in-
tent and desire in establishing these laws
at the present time

One elass who are heavily imbued with'
the ideas in favor of old cnstoms and u-
sages. that are evil and tend to the oppres-
sion of éachinther, as the wealthy who have
the means of over-reaching the poor, the
politically influential who have the means
of oppressing the less inﬁnem’!al as in
samples of the past, these will uot be pleas-
ed, and will express their dissatisfaction
by saying. This gracionsness in establish-
ing laws diminishing the tariff of the value
of slave children at given ages, and then

when these slave children have attained
the 21st year of their age, they are refeas=
ed from all value, and then in addition to
forbid all fature nureliase and sale, of such,
These laws will be a soure of diffieulty
and wretchedness to princes, Government
officinls, and weabthy people who have no
hahit of perforining prrsonal lator, for they
will be ohliged to serve themselves, as
there will be neither slaves, nor' the ehil-
dren of slaves, at their command to be the
basis of doing the dradgery of Iabor ne-
cessary to subsistance, or to execute the
work required hy the Government from
time to time, and will ertail n~on us many
difficulties and much embarrassment.

The eommon people, and those of tha
lower clases, when tmpoverished, will wish
to sell temporarily their children, or rela-
tives, to tide over an cnergencey, to lessen

[ the pressure of poverty, and will not be

able to do s0 as formerly.

Another class of persons, well meaning
people and mercifully inelined, in confor-
mity with just and equitable principles, fa-
miliar with the practices and prineiples of
civilization and foreigners, may think and
ex: ress themselves, snying, The establish-
ment of these laws affecting the children
of slaves and of free people, at. this time
is a good and gracious act, must add to the
glory of the country, and augment the
happiness of the people, but it will be long
before sluvery will be completly extinet as
in civilized eountries, as the new laws do
not absolutely forbid the purchase and sale
of slaves, and captives of war, and the old
laws, about slavery are not totally abolish-
ed, and farther gambling estah'ishments
and games of chance, which are the sour-
ces of the difficulties which originate sla-
very, and cause the selling of persons to
persons as now. When will slavery cease?
We fear it will continue long before it has
reached its end, and the good time cowe
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when there will be uo more oppression as
in other prosperous countries,

These two classes of people view the
matter differently and make statements as
indieated. The rem ks of bith are cor-
reet. The one class see that this good act
will be a blessing, the other look upon it
as an evil, destitute of good. We offer an
explanation for the better muderstanding
of H. M’s. purpose and desire in graciously
establishing these laws as a widdle course,
a remodelling, and relieving measure to
avert an evil, and induce -a good, gradu-
ally, but surely and effectually as time and
circamstances will permit,

So far us those are concerned, who are
accnstomed to the past, the evil of employ-
ing slaves and aceking fuvor* to oppress,
they will be tremulonsly apprehensive that

- slavery-wil specdly cease, These hawever,
must understand distinetly that the child-
ren of slaves and free people, who are gra-
ciously included in the 'prcsgnt tariff of the
age valuation of slaves, whose highest va-
lue 0f 32 ticals is attained between the ages
o 7and 8 years after which their value di-
minishes, till their personal wonev value,
wholly ceases when they reach the 21st year
of their age, when their money valne termi-
nates, they can naver be purchased or sold

- again, applies on'y to such children as have
been born in or since the year of the Major
Dragon, tenth of the decade, Children born
in the years prece.ling hat year, from the
year of the Rabbit, niuth of the decade year
of the Tiger, 8th of the decade and on back
are very numerous, and from these may be
sold and purchased slaves for use for a long
term of years, and slaves, the pareunts, elder

brothers and sisters, uucles and aunts of.

these are also abundant, who can be pur-
chased and sold and used for a long time

to come beyond the life time, we fear, of

thuse who way be terrified-with he present
regu'ations. Before those bori in the year of
the Tigerand the year of rthe Rabbit, will
have attained their TOth year, when they
may be pron unced worthless, ou acecunt, of
their advanced age the time is still distant
J the éstimate be nade from the present
year of the Doy there will s:ill be an interval
of 61 or 62 years, Hence the Royul intent
tay be designated amedial measure, suffi-
cientl. so as toatford opporinnity for people
to kuow themselves, and make seleetions

the employment of hired servauts that have

bees born in and since the year of the Ma:.
jor Dragon, and thus accustom themselves
to the impending eondition. Thisis why H,
M. did not purpose-the forcible and imme-
diate abolition of slavery as was originally
intended at the commencemen  of the reign,
which was t-» compel the money master of all
slaves to make a monthly deduciion iu favor
of every slave in their service of 2 ticals per
month. If we examine this proposition, the
aggregate amoant of each year would be
24 ticals, an estimated value of each slave
wouldonly average 160 ticals. Look at this
proposition, its execntion woukl have-specd-
Iy terminated slavery in a period, @ trifla
over 7 years, and those who had previously

purcha ed and redecined slaves wonld have

{been surronnded with many diffica'ties and

embarrassments. It would be like precipi-
tately plunging those who were once com-
fortably cool into great heat, much diseon-
tent would naturally follow, as well as luss
to the investorsin slave capital. Hence we
proposed a gradual release of the children
of slaves, that wonld be no loss whatever.
It has been onr desire only to induce
benefits, and not to initiate evifs that would
he occasions of annoyance, hence this me-
dial measure, leaving room for the employ-

ment join 1y of free labor and slave labor,
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and prevent any burdensems oss on pre-
vious investents in slaves,

In this weastre, raference has been bad
to slaves, and-common people of bad habits
tending to slavery, snch will not know
what to do to gain a livilehond. It beconies
necessary so to mitigate circnmstances that
they may be able to depend upon their mo~
ney wasters for foud, elothing and shelter
temporarily, till their children and relatives
shall become free, and sha'l have acquired
trades and arts and skill enotigh tohive out,
earna subsistenece a-d acquive property,
when onee free themselves they will interest
themselves n effnts to weet the Habitities
of their +lave parents and effect their free-
dom also. Suppose for instance a father
and mother with three children. Ifthe ehil.
dren have acqnired freedom, they will seek
remunerative employment, and plan to lay
up enongh to purchase the freedom of the
fa her and m »ther, then parents, and ehil-
dren will combine in business for the fur-
ther support of the family., The parents
under such circumstances eannot well re-
turn to their former vicions habits, as the
childr-n who have a~q ired trades, arts, or
professions will bz influential only for good,
hence we determified upon these laws as
n remedial measure.

The other class of persons who are good
people and wish there were mno custom of
using slaves, let these understand the royal
intent and purpose. The ohject of these laws
is to effect at firsta temporary relief, by gra-
dually liberating the children of slaves born
in and since the year of the Major Dragon.
When these have attained their 21st year
they escape all slave value by law, and are
free, and after that can never be again
bought or sold, so that they may have op-
portunities of acquiring trades, arts and

professions to enable them (o scquire alive-

Lhood, thai thev muy be so edueated as

to be nble to find - remunerative emyploy.
ment. When the habit of lired labor has
become extensive, we perceive that slavela.
hor will gradually dimiuvish till it becomes
extinet, and the psople will gradnally and
surely hecome better henee we have estab-
lished these laws that the people maybe=
come acenstomed to the mew condition of
thingsand in the future if no one: uses
slave lahor, it will not be of material, con-
sequence because it will be like enticing
penple of heavy habits, naturally desirous
of employing slave labor, to become fami-
liar beforehand with the impending. state
of things, so that they may be able to hear
the Tight and disrobe themselves of bad hab-
its, hence this modification of the laws to
regnlate and terminate as time and cirenm-
stances will permit till right is attained,

With reference to gambling, and all
aames of ¢hance, where money is lost and
won, it is a prolific conrse of slavery. These
snh:ie(-ts bave His Majesty's best thonghts as
to their eventnal termination. They now
vield a revenne of over 11,000 catries:
(& 528,000 ) which is regularly expended
in defraving the expenses of the govern-
ment. If gambling were immediately abol-
ished, there wonld not be enongh at com-
mand for government and military pnrposes
1o meet the deficit that would be'occasioned
by such abolition. This subject. however
H. M has presented for the diliberation
of the Conneil, and when. definite concln-
sions have been arrived atthey will be
made known to the public.

Given, Sunday, 11th lunation, 8th of the
waxing moon, year of the Dog, sixth of the
decade, Siamese civil era, 1236, Tth of the
Reign of the present Sovereign. (i. . Oct,
18th, 1874.)

THE EXD.
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