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A lotus tray with candle and joss-stick. Lotus petals are
pinned on to a section of banana stem or crinum asiaticum.
This tray or basket is used in the “Loy Krathong™ festival

The history of Thai flower arrangement can be
traced back to the earliest days of the kingdom. Flowers
with their beauty, which is symbolical of purity, have
from very ancient times been used as temple offerings.
A book written some six hundred years ago tells us that
in Sukhothai period, the art of floral arrangement was
already well advanced. " On the initiative of Nang
Noppamas, the beautiful consort of Phra Ruang, a kind
of flower receptacle in the form of a lotus was created.
This art of making the “Krathong” or basket made of
banana leaf filled with flowers is still used in the Loy
Krathong Festival for paying homage to the god of
water and the Lord Buddha.
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“Raya Noi” (right), a beautiful chandelier of flowers, is
used for decorating the ceiling of the house or festival area:
“Krueng Thong Noi”, (left) used for worshipping the Triple
Gem on both festive and funeral occasions and “Kruay U-pacha™
(centre) is used by a novice in paying respect to a head priest
who presides over the ordination ceremony. Thai International
Air Hostess Wangarm Chotiyaputta admires the delicate work-
manship of the arrangements before these are shipped for display
at Thai International’s flower stall at the recent Calcutta Flower
Show.
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It is noteworthy that the art of flower arrangement was highly
developed at the beginning of the present Dynasty. A consort of King
Rama 1 was well known for her mastery of this art. In the reign of
King Rama V, the King himself encouraged the court ladies to vie with
one another in arranging flowers. During this reign a few innovations
were made such as the use of fabric, crepe paper, cardboard and wax in
imitation of the real flower. Cardboard, instead of banana leaf was
sometimes fashioned into various floral patterns. The use of fresh fruit
or vegetables (papaya, yam and pumpkins etc.) carved in various forms
with flowers sewn or pinned on also originated in this period. Floral
decorations and festoons for windows and doors in the grand palace
were also provided by the court ladies. The credit for initiating the fancy
garland went to Queen Saovapa herself using flowers and leaves strung
together in various intricate designs.

Consequently it is no exaggeration to say that the art of flower
arrangement, like drama and poetry, originated in the court from which
it spread to the rest of the community.
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The inner walls of the Temple
of the Emerald Buddha are ablaze
with lanterns decorated with flowers
on the occasion of Visakha Puja day.
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A flower “krathong™ or covered
basket of stitched banana leaves
filled with flowers. It is usually
presented to elders or superiors by

the newly-weds or by the one who
is entering priesthood as a token of

respect.
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There are many forms of flower arrangement each serving
for a certain occasion such as ‘““Krathong a basket made of
banana leaf, «Poom» a floral arrangement in the form of a lotus
used as monastic offering or placed at the altar, usually consisting
of non-fading flowers such as a globe amaranth, Dokmai Klum Trai *’
a kind of floral network attached to a bamboo frame used for
covering the monastic robes to be presented to monks in the
ordination or the Kathin ceremony, various kinds of festoons
to be hung over windows, doors or from the ceiling at certain
ceremonies, and last but not least, the commones form of Thai
floral arrangement the garland or malai which consists of jasmin or
calotropis flowers and leaves strung together in various designs.

Mention should be made that the Thai art of flower
arrangement is by no means similar to the Japanese one. While
the Japanese aim as much as possible at reproducing nature, the
Thai seek to mould nature to serve the cause of art.
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“Poom” means flowers arranged in a tray usually in the

form of a lotus bud used as monastic offerings at Visakha Puja
Day, Maka Puja Day and the Buddhist Lent.
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al hangings in various forms. Some look like se lanterns or chandeliers.
semble windows and doors.
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Floral network attached to a bamboo
frame used for covering monastic robes
in the ordination ceremony.
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A serpent of
flowers and leaves
coiling itself round
a candle of worship.
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Dance of the Thai clans.
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From March 6 to 12 the Fine Arts Department organized
its sixth annual open-air music and dance festival at the Music
Pavilion in the compound of the National Museum, Bangkok.

The festival is one of the most popular events of the year
and is usually held at the height of the kite- flying season. Held
daily from 1600 to 1830 hours, the programme features a variety
of performances ranging from Thai classical dance drama, folk
dances from nearby countries to popular music. The festival
has a twofold purpose : to entertain the public and to accustom
the students of the School of Dramatic Art to public performance
conditions which can be exacting and nerve - racking.

The performances provide quite a pleasant change for the
kite fans who flock there by the thousands.

H.R.H. Prince Chalermpol Tikamporn presided over the
opening ceremony on the afternoon of March 6.
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Top picture -  Music and variety show.
Middle and lower pictures -  Distin-
guished guests and public audience atten-
ding the open -air concert.
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angtong ” performed in the original ““ Lakorn Nok
The episode is ““Queen Montha Entering the Hut”.
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Soeng Katib Khao™ or rice
basket dance, in which the dancers
carry rice containers suspended from

houlder.
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Ballet by students of the School
ramatic Art.
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Fishing in the country
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BANGPHRA GOLF COURSE
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Some practice is needed
before starting off.

Since the Tourist Organization of Thailand took over
the Bangphra Golf course from the State Lottery Bureau
at the decision of the Ministerial Council in 1964,
improvements and additions to this natural course have
been made. Now the course can be said to rank among
the best in this part of the world.

Situated on an ideal site and surrounded by a range
of hills, this lush green valley, some 250 acres in area
forms the course. Lying ahead is the vast emerald sea
with Sichang Island in the far background, while the big
fresh-water reservoir of the Irrigation Department is
nearby to the left. On the top of a hill the golfer is
braced up for a tee-off by the ozone-laden breeze and
magnificent scenery around him.

The course itself is 6,417 yards of exploration over
18 holes at par 72, two at par 3, another two at par 5
and the rest at par 4, thus raising it up to the world
standard.

MmNy
Entering the field.

The first tee-off is protected by a horse-shoe trap.

The second hole is a straight drive with a deep sand
trap. The third tee overlooks a wide klong, while a
water hazard is placed at the three-quarter point in the
fourth. The longest on the course at present is the
447-yard par 5 sixth hole which is a double dog-leg
to right.

The bar staffed with pretty girls to soothe the temper
of over-wrought golfers, if any, is in attendance at the
end of this sixth and beginning of the straight drive
seventh.

Passing all 18 holes back to the club-house nick-
named ‘‘ Nineteenth Hole”, there await cool towel and
drinks to taste served by pretty waitresses.

The golf-season at Bangphra can be said to be all
the year round, no matter how heavy the rain is. It
will drain off within half an hour and the golfers can
continue their play in fresh air after the rain.



It only takes two hours driving from Bangkok to
Bangphra. The roads throughout are well-paved. The
panoramic view from the hills as well as from the club-
house soothes the eye and the sea-breeze is highly invi-
gorating. The flags posted at the holes quivering in the
wind mark the greens of various shapes, the carpet - smooth
wide fairways are dotted here and there by bushes and
trees and also booby-trapped with bunker.

Bangphra Golf Course has served on many occasions
as the venue for charity contests and tournaments of
state guests. It is hoped that the Open Golf Championship
will take place there in due course. For beginners, the
course also has a great deal to offer: training space,
greens, pros and pro-shop. Tourists who do not care
for this kind of sport can also enjoy their stay at the
place, as it offers some of the most spectacular scenery
in the country. What is more, if it is too late in the
day to drive back to Bangkok, the TOT also provides
first -class motel accommodation with modern furnishings
and air - conditioner.

15up0N
Tee - off
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Splendid stroke amidst splendid scenery.
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The female of the species threatens to
outnumber the male on the golf links.
v




d e A 9 <
noavannmilama

vy

The miniature golf
course at Bangsaen
Hotel.
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Bang Phra motel

which borders on the
course.
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Subscription Rates for THAILAND ILLUSTRATED

Local Six months ( 6 issues) : 45.00 baht
One year (12 issues ) : 90.00 baht

Postage included.
Single copy : 8.00 baht
Opverseas Six months ( 6 issues) : 60.00 baht
One year (12 issues): 120.00 baht

Postage included.

Please contact directly The Public Relations Department,
Rajdamnern Avenue, Bangkok, Thailand. Tel. 48880
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Their Majesties the King and
Queen proceeded to the headquarters
of the Bar Association of Thailand where
His Majesty presented certificates to the
Association’s graduates. The Royal
Couple then attended the dinner party
in the course of which a performance

was staged.
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Part of the Association’s graduates.
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Prime Minister Field Marshal Thanom
Kittikachorn opened the 18th Congress of
International Union of Local Authorities on
February 8 at Santitham Hall. He is seen in
the picture flanked at right by Bangkok Lord
Mayor Chamnarn Yuwaboon and at left by Mr.
A. Spinoy, President of the TULA.
At the conclusion of the opening cere-
mony, 100 dancers of the Fine Arts Department
performed the nail dance.

e ismmsszy
Part of the delegates attending the Con-
ference.
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The Prime Minister is seen having a cordial chat with
participants of the meeting
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Tuusnamlssiianaasan wirntiada
The Royal Couple attending the

religious

ceremony held

in connexion with

house -warming of a new Thai style house built in the precincts of Chitralada Palace.
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March 10 saw H.M. the King receiving Turkish
Ambassador Hikmet Hayri Anriand Vietnamese Ambas-
sador Dinh Trinh Chinh who presented their credentials
at Chakri Throne Hall.
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Accompanied by the British Ambassador to Thai-
land Sir Anthony Rumbold, Admiral Earl Mountbatten
of Burma paid respects to Their Majesties the King
and Queen at Chitralada Palace on the occasion of
his visit to Thailand on February 20.
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French Ambassador Achille Clarac presented to
Her Majesty the Queen Madame Suzanne Lemaire of
the Faculty of Medicine of Paris University on a visit
here to consider the establishment of a mother and child
institute in Bangkok.
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Cha’o’s duties as headman of his village do not extend to the
making of spirit traps, but occasionally he enjoys making them himself.
The traps, made of bamboo, are placed in the four corners of the
room, above the doorway, and near the fireplace. The sharpened ends
are aimed at any evil spirit which may try to enter the room.
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Pouring water on someone is a sign of paying respect. Headmen,
heads of households, elderly relative and Anthony Walker had water poured
on them during New Year celebrations which, in Cha'o Ka, went on
intermittently for nearly a month, with time off for work and rest.

> g A wowa ' l
ynuwanvniu vegaiivinmdhudiionldnszaouinmon

Wit onnmlszisimennadiidhotudd  fuiiinezihiionyr
yin wimniinszaout i W innsdlssabAsyrmmuuvoud
wdathala vioaondivumnanBinines nempniaogimandaus
Fnihuuanahqunmosmishnsifivsmmiiniio

After the harvest, rice is packed in gunny sacks to be
carried home. Apart from rice, pork and chilli make up
the main dishes of Cha’o Ka. Headdress worn by the girl
is not traditional but an ordinary towel. The boy, wiry and
alert, testifies to the fair state of health among villagers.

-
"\i\a\]l\llu:lﬁhna

WaalN - Uy

3
YR 1967 . OIS®

<
™

1ONAL TOURIST



' 4
WIOUNY 1IN

i dhalszsntum
s Szadiadulusn
umivIUII e
Wil biwfosminnatdmhng

Education Minister M.L. Pin Malakul
presided over the meeting of the committee in
charge of the construction of the Bang Ra-chan
Memorial. The monument is to be erected in
Singburi province to commemorate the heroic
deeds of the villagers of Ban Bang Ra-chan
in their fight against the Burmese. The work
on the Memorial is being sped up by artists
and technicians of the Fine Arts University.
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H.R.H. Princess Sirindhorn, second daughter of Their Majesties the King
and Queen celebrated her 12th birthday on April 2 at Klai Kangwol Palace, Hua
Hin where the Royal Family was vacationing. Picture shows the Princess presen-

ting gifts to monks participating in the celebrations.
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Born on the same month is
H.R.H. Princess Ubol Ratana the
eldest child of the Royal Couple,
who reached the age of 16 on April 5.
’ The Princess is seen at leisure during
her holiday at Hua Hin.
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The Prime Minister inspected the transmitter
of the new radio station of the Public Relations
Department at Tak province which he opened on
March 12. The Public Relations Director - General
presented a report on the construction and the picture
at left shows part of the Department’s officials atten-

ding the ceremony
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Five communist defectors gave a press interview to
local reporters and foreign correspondents at the auditorium
of the Public Relations Department on March 9. The master
of ceremony is Nai Pichai Vasnasong (left). In the small
pictures at left is the site of the Hua Binh school in North
Vietnam for training young Thai communists for subversion
and guerrilla warfare.
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Nit Jittasatra, one of the 15 Thai students who graduated from the SEATO Graduate School of Engineering, shown
receiving his diploma and congratulations from Dr. Puey Ungphakorn, Governor of the Bank of Thailand. Dr. Puey is chairman of
the interim board of trustees of the Asian Institute of Technology, which will take the place of the SEATO Graduate School this year.
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Nikorn Harnumpai from Chulachom-
klao Royal Military Academy is the first
Thai cadet to enrol at the Australian Royal
Military College, Duntroon. In the picture
he is shown by Sgt. Dickson how to
dismantle and re-assemble the Australian
Army rifle at Point Hutt Camp, where Staff
Cadet Harnumpai is receiving his basic
training.
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Prapatsorn Panichkul, Miss Thailand
1966 is seen flanked at left by Georgia
Riley, representing Sydney, capital of
Australia State of New South Wales and
Betty Lim Saw Yim from Kuala Lumpur
representing Malaysia. The occasion was
the Queen of the Pacific Quest contest
conducted in conjunction with the city’s
annual Moomba, a Mardi Gras-type
festival in Melbourne.
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A touch of Thailand on the mountain
snowfields of South-eastern Australia--two Thai
girls are on a weekend skiing holiday and
behind them a Thai house, built as a ski lodge
at Fall Creek. The girls are Vanna Bhrommobol,
a student of English in Melbourne and Rudi

Chakorn, an announcer in the Thai Section of
Radio Australia.
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Miss Uraikorn Panditkul from Thailand (right) who was attending a three-
month course at the Centre for Overseas Educational Television visited with two
other trainees the Central Office of Information in London. The group is being
briefed on the COI’s activities by a staff member (left).
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Nai Abhai Chandavimol, Under-Secretary of State for Education (right)
represented Thai scouts at the world scout training conference in Britain. He is

pictured at Gilwell Park Scout Centre conversing with scouts from Kuwait
(middle) and Japan.




1

Enjoy your tours in THAILAND

with

U.l. TRAVEL SERVICE

(UNITED INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL SERVICE)
100 MANSION 1, RAJIDAMNERN AVENUE,
BANGKOK, THAILAND.

P.O. Box 2226, Cable “UISERVICE” BANGKOK Tel. 22724

BRANCHES OFFICES:
ERAWAN HOTEL Tel. 56910

PENINSULA HOTEL : Tel. 37000

PENINSULA HOTEL

SURIWONGSE ROAD
BANGKOK, THAILAND.

P.O. Box 2226, Cable “PENHO’ BANGKOK, Tel. 37000

The most modern and comfortable hotel, swimming
pool, completely air-conditioned rooms with private
bath & shower, coffee shop, bar, restaurant, dining

room “KRUNG THONG” & night club. Situated in

the centre of business and shopping district.




A A plaque presented to
the New Zealand Ministry
of Defence earlier this year
by the touring Thai National
Defence College is shown to
General Ouab  Asanarong
(left), Deputy Chief of Staff,
Royal Thai Army, and Major-
General Prasert Sripayak,
Deputy Director of Joint
Operations, by the Chief of
the New Zealand Defence
Staff, Major-General L.W.
Thornton, in the latter’s office
in Wellington. Looking on
at right is New Zealand
Secretary of Defence, Mr.
J. Hutchings.
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Mr. and Mrs. H.J. Squires of Perth proudly
pose with their “family” of Asia students at
the dinner table. The function was organized
under the “Host Family Scheme” now taking
shape in Western Australia. The group includes
four Thai students who are from left Benchawan
Aroonkit, Theerayuth Kangsanant, Valaiporn
Eksangsri and Chunpen Pukatikom (seventh

from left).
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Four young Thai students who recently
arrived in New Zealand to study for a year at
the English Language Institute, Victoria Univer-
sity of Wellington, check their pre-course
programme in the foyer of one of the university
blocks.

All of Bangkok, they are (from left):
Aramsri Kampanthong, Prapai Veerotai, Kamon
Maneenawa, and Arunthadee Trungamphai.




THERE IS ONE HOTEL THAT
BANGKOK LOVES AND THE WHOLE
WORLD LOVES IT T0O

It’s the “FIRST HOTEL” and it’s as much a part

of Bangkok as the international atmosphere t
makes the city what it is. The First Hotel is the
hotel where everybody goes to eat, to sleep,

important.
Situated in the Tashionable area of Bangkok, the * FIRST HOTEL " has 2
centrally air—conditioned rooms and suites, dining hall, cocktail lounge bar
grand hanquet hall, round the clock coffee shop, barber, bath and bea
parlor, shopping arcade, information centre, swimming pool, and patio. T
ultra modern hotel 1y near the old and new Bangkok, the main {ou
attractions, shopping centres and night clubs: by far the hest place (o stay
in Bangkok. ‘

1 TARIFF US.$
SINGLE 9.00 DOUBLE 12.00
SUITE  24.00-30.00 SUITE, DE-LUXE 40.00-50.00
PLUS 10+ SERVICE CHARGE
FIRST HOTEL -
2, PETCHBURI ROAD i, g 1164
BAGKOK A s

PRESIDENT : UTHEN PONGSACHAREONNOT
MANAGER  : VERAPHOL SOOKSIRI
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