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Lin Lin Lwin from the
Burmese Embassy carries the name-
board leading the Burmese youth
soccer team to the National Stadium
on the opening day, April I5.
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INDRAVIHARN MONASTERY—THE TALLEST STANDING BUDDHA

mmmﬂmiLﬂumﬂug]ﬂmmmnm Tnsaziihudusn
mn ta mmua'lﬂuu"ludsmgnanmmmmN LR N
Gondain Sanayursmnemia mszdhisaedludua
ey MafEonNIa “Bumsn” Taondnduiudiouni
R ——— P VIR INIZINTIRa-
wwwﬂmm‘uwmﬂgawsm mamaumﬂqm’uimmmsmwu-
inuumn"lﬂuuum “mnmasmmﬂ mdnsimiindhuiora
St mudiiuddmnymediaan dhitmaniitoveus
Sund wasynnaria ) Ungh misdelug sy lastipnvo i
daifoghuimidnuihonitdoan shysmidudnonn ny uzu )
duinuladn Tavnw R aAnTImN 4 s
mitiihund

,’\

Tuaniv B vmnqmmmanm"ln
5 5
Tsanar a iy slminndaoumaniiu
+ e
TABUNII ; e o anunudaly
: &
SmaTY

<v
et mvmuwﬁm'lumunna w5~wvms1]
uuﬁqwﬁﬁm1uluaq"lwn w30 “nannoln” mqmuwnﬂmm‘un
Touazammaszmd  warane Tadhinse wwﬁﬂwu\]inw
meﬂuﬂﬂﬂﬁnﬁmunmeﬁﬂmwawn"[wﬂmnnw

Indraviharn Monastery is one of the oldest monas-
teries in Bangkok but it is not known who built it or
when it was built. Commonly known as “Wat Bang-
khunprom Nok” as itis situated at Bangkhunprom district,
it is sometimes called “Wat In” after the name of Prince
In, an uncle of King Rama 1’s Laotian consort who was
responsible for its restoration. ~ After the restoration work
was completed, Prince In requested a Laotian abbot
called Aranyik from Vientiane to serve as the abbot of
this monastery. He was said to be popular among both
Thais and Laos. Today in some of the temple’s old
bookcases are still to be found Buddhist sculptures and
religious books in Laotian. It is therefore probable that
the temple was built before the Ratanakosin period.

Later in King Rama VI’s reign, by Royal Command,
the name of the monastery was changed to *“Indraviharn™
to avoid confusion with another of the same name in
Thonburi.

The most important and highly venerated object in
Indraviharn Monastery is evidently the giant standing
image of Buddha —the tallest of its kind in Thailand ( 108
feet high and 34 feet wide from shoulder to shoulder).

The collossus which is popularly known as Luang-
por Toh was built by a high dignitary called Somdej Phra
Buddhacharn (Toh) in the reign of King Rama IV (King
Mongkut). Made of bricks covered with plaster it repre-
sents the Lord Buddha as he left his abode early in the
morning carrying a begging bowl.
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“ Luangpor Toh”, the tallest Buddha Image in Thailand stands
108 feet in the grounds of Wat Indraviharn. From the platform reached
by the winding precipitous steps hugging the flanks of the image, one
can have a panorama of Bangkok.
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Making merit by buying candles,

Jjoss- sticks, flowers, gold leaves and
books from the monastery’s stall.
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Some fair - goers are seen exami-
ning various kinds of images of Buddha
and votive tablets before buying them.
They are bought as charm that brings
good luck and affords protection from
all dangers.

The statue is partly covered with golden glazed tiles
representing the saffron robes.

However the building of the image was just about
half way through when Somdej Phra Buddhacharn passed
away. The construction then continued under the direc-
tion of other senior monks of the monastery and with
the generous contribution of devout Buddhist donors who
believed that one way to make merit is to contribute to
the building of Buddha images. The work was com-
pleted under the guidance of the present abbot in 1928.

In that year the three-day grand celebrations for
the standing Buddha took place on March 4—6. In
1938, additional work on the image was carried out
such as repairs of the face for which 35,000 pieces of
imported gold-coloured tiles were used, construction of
staircases behind the image and addition of a halo.

It is said that the learned dignitary who conceived
the idea of building this image was fond of building huge
religious structures well in keeping with his name “Toh”
meaning “big”. Thus he it was who built the gigantic
reclining image of Buddha at Ta-Luang, Ayutthaya where
he was born, the enormous sitting image at Ban Chaiyo,
Ang Thong where he was brought up during his childhood.
What prompted him to build the image at Indraviharn
Monastery was probably the fact that he went to live
with his mother there.

Regarded as a highly learned person credited with
supernatural powers, the votive tablets created and
distributed by him are as much coveted potent charm
that brings good luck. Now very rare, they have prize
collectors’ item.
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The annual fair cele-
brating Luangpor Toh is
regularly held early
March when the faithful
come to pay respect to

this standing Buddha as
well as to make merits.

Sticking  gold leaves
on the image of
Somdej Toh.

Middle — Applying gold leaves
on the feet of the huge
standing Buddha.

Bottom — Making a  contri-
bution to the upkeep
of the temple.
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Singing contest.
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Penny side - shows galore.
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Toy stalls are always a big draw. P
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grounds.
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From Music Festival Week
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The Music Festival week, spon-
sored by the Fine Arts Department
came round again this year from March
10 to 16. Traditionally held every year
since 1961, the performances took place
at the Music Pavilion in the National
Museum.

The Festival which this year was
opened by H.H. Krommuen Pityalarb
Pruthiyakorn,  President of the Privy
Council on the afternoon of March 10
(top picture) purports to give to
students and the public at large insight
into the traditional music and drama
as well as to entertain them.

The show which was held between
16.00 and 18.30 hours featured various
interesting items such as jazz music,
masked play, dance drama and per-
formances by foreign artistes provided
by the cultural institutions of various
countries.

M - wuiSaau

- mamamuaiamadn TaoaeaSondindnnumIneds -
niudu wosiuii ‘

m = ﬂ1nﬂvi)Jlﬂﬂu'l“\]avlﬂvlln:lﬂﬂ

Middle — Procession opening the function.

Lower — Chamber music by the Tubingen University Students
Orchestra from Germany.

Right — Cameramen, both Thai and foreign are having a busy
time recording the dances.
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A dance drama entitled *“ Ganesha
Losing his Tusk” by the School of
Dramatic Art
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The success of the Festival is attested by
the invariably huge crowds of spectators.
A northeastern dance called “serng” v
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A Malaysian performance by courtesy of the Malaysian Embassy.
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Songkran T|me for Merit-Making and Festivities
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The Songkran procession
transporting the Image of Phra

Buddha Sihing along the streets
in Bangkok.

Songkran Festival or the Thai traditional New Year celebration
takes place every year on April 13. On this day, the Buddhists all
over the kingdom are up early to perform merit-making, starting off
with food offering to priests who stop to accept gifts in their daily
round. Some go to the monastery to do this. The young generation
pay respect to their senior relatives who are over 60 years old by
pouring scented water on their hands and giving them presents. The
people in the country zestfully celebrate the event with traditional
water-throwing.  Unfortunately, this was banned this year in the
Bangkok and Thonburi Municipal areas as it was feared that the
merry makers might overstep the bounds of propriety and cause
nuisance to passersby.

However ban or no ban, the festive spirit in the two twin
cities could not have been dampened. Thus on the eve of the
Songkran Day, the Buddha Sihing Image was carted out of the
Buddhaisawarn Hall in the National Museum and conveyed in a
lavish procession along various roads of Bangkok and Thonburi. It
was finally installed in a pavilion erected at Phra Mane Ground,
where great crowds thronged to worship and sprinkle it with scented
water.

As early as 5 o’clock in the morning,
the Phra Mane Ground was packed to
capacity with people presenting food to
hundreds of priests, giving alms and
setting free birds and fish. Various
folk games and dances were also indulged
for the benefit of the public.

For those who wish to avoid the
fuss and bustle at Phra Mane Ground,
there were festivities at various other
spots, such as at Dusit Zoo in Kao Din
Park, Tambol Wisuthkasat and Payub
Road. The celebration at Wisuthkasat
Road was highlighted, as in previous
years, by the beauty contest, to elect
Miss Songkran of the year. Contestants
wore traditional dresses instead of bathing
suits.
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At Paklad, Amphoe Phra
Pradaeng, the event was
celebrated with numerous in-
triguing variations a week
after. The district, renowned
for the beauty of its daughters
of Peguan origin, was jampack-
ed with people from the
nearby provinces who came
to watch the fish and bird
procession, participated in by
hundreds of the local belles.
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Top  — Sticking gold leaves on
the image of Phra Buddha
Sihing.

Middle — Sprinkling scented water
on the image.

Bottom — Paying homage to the
image with candles, joss-

sticks and flowers.
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Alms-giving Morning
at Phra Mane ; ff)od presenta-
Ground. d - R ¢ 2> ( > : 4§ tion to priests

- at Phra Mane
Ground.
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A fish procession in Bangkok.
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“Now we set you free”.
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At a beauty contest held in conjunction with
the Festival, Rawee Wanweerakul (middle) was
chosen Miss Songkran of Tambol Wisuthkasat.
She proudly posed for a photograph here with
the four runners-up.
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Asian Youth Football Tournament Opened
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The 11th Asian Youth Football
tournament was opened at the National
Stadium on the afternoon of April 15 in
a ceremony presided over by Prime Minis-
ter Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn.

After his arrival, the parade of soccer
players of 15 nations entered the field and
lined up. A report on the organization
of the event read to the presiding
personality by Police Lt. Gen. Torsak
Yamanak, President of the Football Asso-
ciation of Thailand. The tournament was
participated in by 14 countries namely, the
Union of Burma, Ceylon, the Republic of
China, Hong Kong, the Republic of Indo-
nesia, Iran, Israel, Japan, the Republic of
Korea, the Kingdom of Laos, Malaysia,
the Philippines, Singapore, the Republic
of Vietnam and Thailand.  This was so
far the record figure of participants.

The presiding personality then declared
the match opened. The flag of the Foot-
ball Federation of Asia was then hoisted.
This was followed by the letting off of
rockets containing the national flags of all
the participating countries.  The Prime
Minister also garlanded the managers of
the 15 national teams.

The first match then began between
Thailand and Japan resulting in Thailand’s
victory with a score of 4 to 1. The second
event between Ceylon and Indonesia resulted
in a draw of 2-2.

This year’s trophy is shared by Burma
and Thailand, after a draw of 2-2.
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After the opening
ceremony, the first match
was played between
Thailand and Japan,
resulting in a score of 4
to 1 in the home team’s
favour.
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Their Majesties the King and Queen
received Government officialsand representatives
of various organizations who came to extend
greetings and present monetary gifts as contri-
butions to the Royal charity fund, on the
occasion of the Royal wedding anniversary,
April 28, at Klai Kangwol Palace, Hua Hin.
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Mr. Devendra Raj Upadhaya, the first
Nepalese Chargé d"Affaires to Thailand together

with his family arrived at Don Muang Airport
on March 12 to take up his post here.
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Mr. Garry Oughton (right) whose services are
an Australian contribution to Thailand under SEATO,
has been working as an agricultural research officer
with the Hill Tribes Research Centre in Chiang Mai

Mr. Oughton is seen here discussing his survey
of agricultural problems with Nai Prasit Disawat, Chief
of Hill Tribes Division, Department of Public Welfare
at the Department before returning to the hill.

el

,>—a\1
pu

wizuman@ansz ey W nTenss i Fa Nz 4 wsrusunine
nsasuPimymsuazdunioadniiea  nwidh 4 anowszeg tazgnd 4
anwveanaziuTasedonsznanda iodluTundloTunmAmnasd o maisa
wiznilnanin WK W < U

€ ulowvgumau e To uea 3 @3am (Auite 10
A10) endarma MFuaus Yszinlszmalng ey
Fanam ee,edo mvgoSIY  un 1.9, iAringAm
dhullnodszi e, w dninam .

Sicin Saia S el w o aoaw
wiodmsuiasosnenmielnydilaariminson  dnsuly

mna Gunuuug
ana o

Tumbhodsendiniiusinaounvoansnlszndinius

On May 2, Mr. LL.G. Stewart ( third from left)
New Zealand Ambassador to Thailand handed over a
cheque of US$14,850 to M.C. Jotsi Devakul, SEATO
Council Representative for Thailand. The gift, covers
the cost of a jeep fully-equipped with audio - visual
aids to be turned over to the Public Relations Depart-
ment for its Mobile Unit Programme aimed at dissemi-
nating information in remote villages
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On March 17, Admiral Liu - Kwang - Kai,
Commander - in - Chief of Combined Service Forces
of the Republic of China was granted Royal au-
dience at Chitralada Villa.
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During last school summer holidays, 111
s0ys were ordained as novices for one-month at
Wat Benchamabopit (the Marble Temple). The
sicture shows some of the new novices lining up
‘or the religious ceremony held at the tem
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On March 25 at Chakri Hall
in the Grand Palace His Majesty the
King conferred upon four police and
military officers special medals for
their gallantry and sacrifice in the
interest of the national secur
recipients then drank the consecrated
water in the oath - taking ceremony
held in the Temple of the Emerald
Buddha.
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On the occasion of Songkran Day, His Majesty the King, on April 15, proceeded
to Sulalai Pimarn Hall in the Grand Palace to sprinkle water on the principal images of
Buddha installed there.
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A group of Kamnan, village elders and inhabitants of Amphoe Buntarik and Amphoe
Phibun Mangsahan, Changwat Ubon Ratchathani was taken on a conducted tour of Ubol
Ratana Dam and Nam Pong self- help settlement by officials of the Ministry of National
Development on March 17.
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£ <A 26, Mr. Berend J. Slingenberg, Netherlands
Ambamdor to Thaﬂand and his wife took leave of
Their Majesties at Kla angwol Palace, Hua Hin on
the oceasion of his rehnqunshment of his post here.

A o4 E ¢
wiodii ¢ wou w HosrudTasamansznsg
ke R Mt
Wnamsudang o msdu sennonsguum
ve ar 3 i £
dagspuunshnensznaiaanseiang  IdEy
amFnamdunidinansamnlszntng  aliitems
aeisan eIz MONg
s April 9, at the Ministry of National Develop-
fient, Nai Pote Sarasin Deputy Premicr and Mini-
£ of National Development briefed members of

“United Thai People Party on the Ministry’s
activities.
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On her way to London, Judy Rogers, a world-
famed songstress together with Mr. Teddy Foster,
her private manager, made a brief stop-over in
Thailand. They are seen descending from the plane

here. v
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April 15, at Chakri Throne Hall in the Grand Palace, Mr.
Chen Chang Huan presented to His Majesty his credentials as
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic
of China to the Court.
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May 1, H.R.H. the Princess Mother helicoptered from the
idence in Changwat Loei to visit the Thai troops engaged in
suppressing the terrorists at Pu Kheetao Village, Amphoe Dansai.
Her Royal Highness on the occasion presented each serviceman
with a votive tablet, food and medical supply.
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Some 35 staff and students of the United
States National Defence College visited
SEATO Headquarters on April 18 in the course
of a South-East Asia tour. Here SEATO
Secretary - General Jesus Vargas (left) meets
the trip Director, Colonel Ben L. Anderson,
United States Army.
In the centre is Major General Autrey
J. Maroun, Chief of the SEATO Military
Planning Office.
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The Royal Couple is seen inquiring into the condi-
tion of a serviceman wounded in the fight against the

Red terrorists when they recently visited the field
hospital at Amphoe Lom Kao, Changwat Phetchabun.
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From March 25 to April 8, a
batch of 320 youths aged between

- 15-17 assembled in Bangkok in the
¢ annual Youth Rally. They came

. q from the operational areas of the
mobile development units in 20

provinces all over the kingdom.

During the Rally, held in the

grounds of Amporn Gardens, the

youngsters were taken to witness

the changes and progress of the

ga country through their visit of various

[ S / factories and official institutions.
They were also granted an audience

by His Majesty the King and
received by high-ranking govern-
ment officials.

4 o o
uJEJmfuﬁﬁminmwwmmmm:nmww

un

Observing the activities of the Royal
Thai Air Force and the Army.
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Paying homage to His Holiness
the Supreme Patriarch, who sprinkled
them with lustral water.
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Receiving gift from Deputy
Prime Minister Gen. Prapass Cha-
rusathira who also treated them to
lunch.

4 5
WINFUNIEUIVNHITHI

A visit to the Grand Palace.
The youths are seen here descending
from Chakri Throne Hall.
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A visit to a broadcasting studio
of the Public Relations Department.
The youngsters were also inter-
viewed and had the intense pleasure
of going on the air for the first time.
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H.R.H. Crown Princess Margrethe
of Denmark receives a bouquet of Thai
orchids from THAI International air
hostess Sirikanya as she arrives at the
Copenhagen Town Hall for the opening of
the popular exhibition of Thailand.
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HR.H. Crown Princess Margrethe
toured the Thailand Exhibition in the
historic Town Hall in Copenhagen with
Thai Ambassador Vivadh Na Pombejra and
Mr. 1.C. Hansfort, President of the Danish -
Thai Society. ~ The Princess saw displays
of weaving and silverworking, and Thai
antiques.
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Thailand Goes to Denmark
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From March 21 to 30, 1969 there took place in
Copenhagen, Denmark a Thai Festival featuring many
aspects of life in Thailand and stressing the close links
between the two countries. Held under the patronage
of the Danish Royal Family and the Danish - Thai Society,
the event was designed to promote trade, tourism and
mutual understanding. The function was jointly financed
and organized by a number of leading commercial houses.
The Tourist Organization of Thailand, the Fine Arts
Department and the Thai Silk Promotion Association
also took partin the organization, while THAI International
handled all the coordination work as well as the
transportation of participants and exhibits to Europe.
In Copenhagen there was an exhibition ranging
over several fields.  Exhibits included specimens of
ancient Thai art, historical documents and evidence of
the commercial ties between the two countries. The
Exhibition was opened in a lavish ceremony on March 21,
by H.R.H. Crown Princess Margrethe who had recently
visited Thailand.
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Crowds flocking the exhibi-
tion hall, and seen conversing in
the lower picture are (from left)
Mr. Hunderup, Vice President of
the SAS, Air Chief Marshal Boonchu
Chandrubeksa, Chairman of the
THAI International Board, an
honoured guest, and Nai Vivadh
na Pombejra, Thai Ambassador to
Denmark.

During the Festival, Thai food was sampled by
over a thousand people each night amidst Thai decor in
three hotels of Copenhagen.

M.L. Terb Xoomsai, one of Thailand’s leading
culinary experts made a trip there to supervise the
cuisine at the Royal, one of the city’s largest and most

modern hotels. At the Marienlyst and Kystens Perle
hotels the catering of Thai food was in the hands of
four chefs from THAI International’s Airport Restaurant
at Don Muang under the supervision of Mr. J. Pollas,
Director of the Restaurant. Food for these dinners
were flown from Bangkok during the Festival. There
were also lavish displays of orchids from Thailand.

Thai entertainment was provided by folk dancers,
sword fighters as well as boxers from Thailand. An
exhibition of contemporary Thai art presented the works
of 19 leading Thai artists at the Royal Hotel. An
extensive collection of Thai silk and silverware was also
on display.

The Festival was termed one of the most lavish
Thai promotional undertakings ever mounted in Europe.
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The performances that took the
Danish audience by storm were Thai
boxing and sword-fighting. The boxers
were recruited from among the ranks of
THAI International employees while the
swordsmen were provided by the Fine
Arts Department.
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A masked play, episode *“ Hanuman
Chasing Supanmatcha” was staged in the
course of the dinner. The performers were
from the School of Dramatic Art, Department
of Fine Arts.
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Chindarat, the original model for a
travel poster of the Tourist Organization of
Thailand which has been distributed all over
the world, posed for Denmark press photo-
graphers at one of the dance performances
during the Festival.
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Another big draw was the performance of the popular dances *“Chuichai Pram” and “Duangduen” by artistes
from the Fine Arts Department. This performance was particularly staged for the benefit of pressmen at the opening
of the Festival.
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The Venerable Chao
Khun Phra Sobhana
Dhammasudhi  ( first
from left) presided over
religious ceremonies in
connection with the
observance of Songkran
held at the Buddhapa-
dipa Temple in London
on April 13, 1969.
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Benyajati, now studying
in Australia, has been
awarded the Astronic
Australasian Imports
Prize in the University
of New England. The
prize is awarded annually
to the student who did
exceptionally well in
biochemistry.
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Returning home after the day’s work is done.
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