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<«  Mr. Foss Shanahan presented his credentials on July 17, 1956

to His Majesty the King as New Zealand’s First Ambassador to

Thailand. This was the First New Zealand Embassy in South-east

Asia. New Zealand has played an important part in SEATO.

Ambassador Foss Shanahan is also New Zealand’s Council Repre-

sentative with SEATO and Commissioner in South-East Asia.

The Italian Charge d’Affairs introduced Mons. Gundas of Trieste
to the Prime Minister at the Government Residence recently
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<« The Indian Ambassador presented to the Under -
Secretary of Ministry of Culture a number of books at

Ministry of Culture. All these printed materials will

be distributed to the Public Libraries throughout the
I 7o R — o
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Tin and teak have long been important
export commodities, while rubber is a re-
latively new one. Thailand’s exports a
hundred years ago were quite varied and no
single product accounted for a very large
part of the total. After a hundred years,
rice and tin became the first products to
dominate the export list. Teak became '
important in the latter part of the nineteenth
century, while Rubber has become a major
export only in recent decades.
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The officials of the Ministry of Interior
called on the Prime Minister after their courses
of training were over. The Prime Minister gave
them an address of welcome and reminded
them to always be of service to the public.

* * -

Kanitha Kunjara
NaAyudhaya,adaughter
of Lt.-Gen. M.L. Kharb
Kunjara, leaving Don
Muang Airport on June
5,1956. Kanitha going
to further her education”
in the U.S.
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Sawankaloke flourished at the same period as
Sukhothai; the site of the original city is about 16 kms.
away upstream north of the present town. Many of the
monuments and shrines in old Sawankaloke were built
of laterite blocks said to date back two thousand years
and showing in their style of architecture a distinct
connection of idea between the people who made them
and the race who built or excavated from the rock, the
ancient temples in different parts of India. In the days
of Sawankaloke-Sukhothai prosperity the art of making
porcelain was introduced into that Kingdom from China
and Chinese experts were induced to settle at the capital
and to ply their handicrafts there. Porcelain kilns were
established on the bank of the river a few kilometres
north of Sawankaloke City and in the outskirts of
Sukhothai and the industry apparently persisted there
for some six or seven centuries.
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Lady La-iad Pibulsonggram
left for Sawankaloke on June
10, 1956, on the next day she
visited the Nakorn Sawan
Womens’ Culture Promotion
Club then proceeded to Sukho-
thai, on the 12th Lady La-iad
opened the Sawankaloke

Womens’ Culture Promotion
Club.




v v Jd <4 4o |
(A) mawmandmiaasuginm  (B) mihmssunevnzd  (C) Tsawowna

l a YA o'y iy ) o

l anuIgIeMNeImulasgs sy laudvoseenldvianiyerondns  Tunw
|

}

|

v - 4 4o - ) 4
Jamdausiina (D) anmihmisnsulonisms dandauunys

HUALES - } The progressive of the Thai Nation under the Constitution regime
Sin i v ik I i ; has been spread out all over the Kingdom. (A) Administrative Centre of
Surat Dhani. (B) District Office at Bangkapi. (C) Naradhivas Hospital,

southern province. (D) The Public Works Department at Nondhaburi.
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( Above) Medical Faculty on Chao Phya River,

Thonburi.  (Right) The War Veteran at Phyathai
Road. (Below) Self-Help Settelment at Saraburi.
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The Prime Minister opened the new District Office of
Bangkapi on the National Day.
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Cement production has expanded rapidly in response to
the high post-war level of demand, and an extension of the
present capacity of 20,000 tons a month is planned. Picture
below shows the Thai Cement Company’s Factory at
Bangsue has an approximate 350 ton capacity a day. ¥

The U.S. Ambassador Bishop introduced
Mr. William J. Sebald, U.S. Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State, to the Prime Minister at
the Government Residence on June 28, 1956.
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Thailand’s marine fishing grounds comprise
about three-fourth of the shore waters of the Gulf
of Thailand and a long section of the eastern shore = £
of .the Indian Ocean between Burma and Malaya, *
the total length of the coast line being over 2,500
kilometres wide at its constricted mouth and 800
kilometres in maximum length.
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His Majesty the King conferred swords on
newly commissioned naval officers. 17
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Chumphorn has a population of about 200,000 ; the town proper is ten kllometres
away from the mouth of the small river on which the town stands. The chief products
of Chumphorn are “ platu” a fish of the herring species, and swallow’s nests. The
latter are of the edible kind so beloved by the Chinese gourmet. The harbour of
Chumphorn is alway a busy port.. The majority of the inhabitants engage in fishing,
curing fish for the supply to the neighbouring provinces. From Chumphorn there is a
51 km, road leading across the Peninsul@to Taplee, a district on the western frontle#
of Thailand, adjoining Burma. From Tablee, one may proceed by steamer to Ranong,
Victoria Point, Bhuket and all the towns on the west coast of the Peninsula. Highwa

‘Chumphorn to Taplee is the shortest route between the two coasts and hgw

‘a commercial route for centuries past.
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July 14 B.E. 2499 (1956), the Prime
Minister Field Marshal P. ]’il)ulsonggram
|wr['0rm\'<l a rvligious rite on his ])irtll(luy
anniversary (-ar[y in the morning at Wat Phra
Srimahadhart, P)nng“wn, lh”m\'ing the
ceremony of casting an image of the Buddha
for the Cabinet Council Room. Afterwards,
n(‘(‘ompanie(l l)y Lnd.\' La-iad Pi]m]songgram,
the Prime Minister motored to Snlnudsonggram
to I;\y the foundation stone of the |)r0\'incia|
| administration ];uil(ling and open to ])lll)]i(\
traffic at Sirilaks Britlgc across Mae Klong
River. .
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Under the Democratic Regime Thailand has
the highway with total length of 5,300 kms. and
3,600 kms. under construction.

{ 4 4

- < Ao - a v v ot
munsguum'hlnna':wmsmmma:lwmmumuw o0 NINYINY lbcss Tanyszrsuanlamne

o o o A4 & v v ) A o
flnasorennenT NN NN SInTaRsFunsIegniARzIueen Munnnsunn g Yszin
i o 4 o 4- v

Fudumeaswivosegialy

i )

- g Wi . e e DRC s 4 A Tl v 3
ve nlalwas  1IDudesfi eidvanetnsznssUizondud “ wadavielans

A ' & 4 17 'sl Y w1 4l A A 40 iy
qudnmamummuuwnuqumu'h]mu'hln VUUALIVUVUTIUUDBY uvgumaumnmnf(ﬂmum

July 10, 1956. On his official tour to Chacheongsao province, a large crowd gathered
around the Prime Minister who gave an address to the public. J

1 o U Vi ... v ¥
Anensguuasaand  ludagiu ns
1 a g4 v >
VIMINFMIUEUAUI TN UL LUINERIAVTFINA
9 4 4
tazsymsendszanaslianan NeennN
d A >
AaniuiarsmdenuUnaseauT mInamIves
- 9 94 4 & ¢
Yagmama  sauaulnsanegan 19
o v 9 14 &
229978 81119 M3 UnAT09 1M 1219 NNILN
o ¥ < 9
agludavinidelon Tavlndmnamaanses
g w1y 2 2 Faric)
nsznwldviesfiuinnbers  nasAIMnINLEY
g1 lnonn « au”

Mr. G.L. Maccoy and Mr. E.P.S. Fee of
{he Standard Vaccuum Oil Company called on
the Prime Minister at the Government Residence
on July 6, 1956. The Ministry of Economic
Affairs, Adviser was also present.
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Tleailand abounds in minerals of alln

||
ll kinds chief among which are tin, gold, ||
¢ - 2 “' wolfram, copper, silver, lead, manganese, |||
L M || zinc, rubies, sapphires, zircons and |

' - |

I antimony. So far only tin mining seems I‘
|| to have the lion’s share attention. Lignite

: “ mining is being developed in the South and

i || it is expected that this valuable mineral

f || will gradually replace wood as fuel thus

»‘||| reducing the harmful practice of cutting

II down valuable trees for firewood. According ||
} || to Experts lignite deposits in commercial

f quantities are available in the Krabi area in

Southern Thailand. Lignite from Krabi

has been sent to Bangkok Electric Works

jl for test in coal-fired furnaces, and theu‘

———

g W

lll Malayan Railways also tested Krabi lignite
in their locomotives Lignite deposits are
found in Maehongsorn, Chiengmai, Phrae,
Kalasin, Krabi, Surat Thani and Songkhla.
Lignite is being produced in small quantity
| in Mae Moh in Lampang Province where
it is estimated that there are about five
|" million tons. !|
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Buddha Jayanti in the U.S. Buddhist Committee across the U.S.
gathered recently to commemorate the 2500th anniversary of Buddha.
In Washington an address was made to 500 worshippers at celebrations
marking birth, enlightenment and demise of Buddha. The service
was held in Thomas Jefferson Auditorium. Picture shows some of the
members of the seven participating embassies — Burma, Cambodia
Ceylon, India, Japan, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam.
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In early dispensation of Gotama Buddha. There was a small number of Bhikkhu.
These Bhikkhu suspended their wandering in the rainy season. Later on the
number of Bhikkhu grew larger and they made their preaching from place to
place throughout the whole year. Some of the regions were paddy field with the
tender rice plants intended for transplanting and were, accidentally, trod upon by
these pilgrim Bhikkhu. Gotama Buddha realized that the farmers might complain
about this, so the regulation was made to all Bhikkhu to live in their cloister during
the rainy season (July to October) for three months. This is the cause of the “Lent”.

* * *
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- “Buddhist Lent” this year fell on July 24, the Prime Minister with the

Council of Ministers and officials in the Office of the -Council Ministers make
merit by offering food to the Buddhist priests at the Government Residence.
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The President of
the Ecclesiastical
Council introduced
4 foreign monks to
the Prime Minister.
In the picture, the
Prime Minister is
seen presenting an
offering to one of
the foreign monks
at the Government
Residence recently.
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the period of its existence, it had been the
i‘ seat of many a king, and the scenes of many triumphs and disasters. It is a city of great historical interest, containing many
E imposing ruins and relics which once glorified the Thai Nation. The remains of Ayudhaya as well as those of Lopburi are of
|
H

Ayudhaya was founded in 1349 and had been the capi;ral for over 400 years. Durmg‘

|

peculiar interest in that they represent all that is left of what may be called the medieval period of Thai History. ‘Phra Mongkol
Bopit,” a great cast sitting posture Image, is one of the oldest images. Ayudhaya has a population of about 400,000.
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(Left) The Prime Minister
and Lady La-iad Pibulsonggram
visited Ayudhaya and paid an
homage to Phra Sri Sanphet, a
famed casting image of the old
capital. (Right) a costume of
Thai women dress in Ayudhaya
period. The remarkable are the

coiffure, and the breast cloth

and the breeches draped from

a single cloth with sword in

hand.
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The female labour-
ers of the weaving-mill
agitated the Prime
Minister about their
trouble with employer.
The Prime Minister
made a compromise to
the satisfaction of both
the labourer and the
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Her Majesty Queen Sirikit arrived at the Nation
Assembly Hall on September 21, 1956. Her Majesty w4k
greeted by the Prime Minister and the Speaker of the Hou{
of Parliament. Her Majesty the Queen Regent told t
Prime Minister that, “ The re-elections of Lady La-ig
Pibulsonggram is not famed and honoured only to the Pri
Minister’s family but to the Thai Nation in general.”
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General Phra Prachon Patchanuk, Speaker of thé
House of the People’s Representatives, reading the
Royal Command proclaimed the appointment of Her
Majesty Queen Sirikit to be Regent during the temporary
“oriesthood of His Majesty King Phumiphol Aduldej
“October 22 to November 5 B.E. 2499 (1956).
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Lady La-iad Pibulsonggram, President of the Women Culture Bureau and President of the United Nations Association of Thailand,
has been re-elected President of the World Federation of the United Nations Associations. The re-election took place on September 8,
1956 at the WFUNA XI Plenary Assembly in Geneva. The Assembly delegates stood and honoured Lady La-iad Pibulsonggram with an
ovation. Lady La-iad performed her duties as the President of WFUNA in excellent manner and gained a great popularity among
international delegations. The Prime Minister cabled expressing happiness at the re-election of Lady La-iad Pibulsonggram and also
praising the work of the Thai delegations. The United Nations Association of Thailand was headed by Lady La-iad Pibulsonggram
comprising Phya Srivisarn Vacha, Luang Vichitr Vadhakarn, Dr. Manu Amatayakul and Madame Chirawat Panyarachun. Mr. Charan
Chooli and Miss Phongprayoon assisted the delegations. The United Nations of Thailand was host to the Federation’s X Plenary
Assembly in Bangkok last year. The World Federation of United Nations Associations, which is designed to promote a wider and
more intelligent public support of the United Nations, was founded in Luxembourg in 1946 under the presidency of the late Jan Masaryk. >
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COVER: The construction of the Headwork of the Greater Chao Phya Construction Project at Bang Luang is eight kms.
downstream of the Chao Phya River from Chainat Province. It consists of building a barrage or spillway in an excavated cut-off
at the river bend and close the old channel to direct the flow through the cut-off channel and the spillway. This barrage or
spillway can regulate the river level so that the flow can be diverted into the main supply canals. The left bank canals are at
Amphur Manorom and near the Headwork. The right bank canals are at Makam Dhao and at Tambol Wat Boromadhart. The
Headwork which comprise a barrage, a navigation lock, a cut-off channel and a river closure earth dam, is called the Greater Chao
Phya Project Headwork or commonly known as Chao Phya Dam.
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Her Majesty Queen Sirikit made a solemn
declaration before the Assembly of the People’s
Representatives that she will be faithful and loyal
to His Majesty the King and will perform her
duties in the interest of the country and of the
people, and will also uphold and observe the
Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand in every
respect. ~ Her Majesty the Queen was appointed
under the Constitution of Thailand Section 17 with
the approval of the Assembly. She is taking office
of the Regent during His Majesty King Phumiphol
Aduldej’s entering Priesthood from October

November 5 B.E. 2499 (1956).
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Among the delegates to the Assembly were Joseph Paul ABoncour,

.\ ormer Prime Minister of France; Oscar Lange of Poland; Ahmed

N S RCT 4 4 v 4 o
Tumubadszauanid 1878 uona eamnonsguunIvime wawlsan
o v 4 Z < A 403 vy ol
llazyanamagennnan M3 dea vesn eandszrmnsuadsuaa 1aund
o« 9
nanmnasoaan

o d 24 yya¥ 4 4 - ¢ ¢ 41 v o
ms\szuaummmunmz fiTdN o0 {ANTUNNTIIUI AIAUYOTLUAUA TWUJJVI'IHNHEQG
. \ v

<4 a - o < a
£198A WyamIns 1l A3oImumensguuas iiaszmane uaz wionmnauandszsizin

1 I s gt Ry yiak Ty o
uisdsemalng iudsesm anvud a udldifumensms  winud lanamiuamiausag

2 - % il < ¢
i &o Vszimapuuduas umivmpmTonolumadud - mugaunfvesessmsanyssyrna

The Eleventh Plenary Assembly of the World Federation of United
Nations Associations opened at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland,
under the chairmanship of Lady La-iad Pibulsonggram, wife of the Prime
Minister of Thailand, and President of the United Nations Association of
Thailand. The Federation, a non-governmental body, which groups together
the United Nations Associations of fifty countries, devoted its initial meeting
to a review of its work, and the work of the United Nations itself, during the

first ten years of their existence.

Earl Attlee, former Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, and Mrs.
Elenor Roosevelt, Chairman of the Board of Governors of the American
Association for the United Nations, opened the Federation’s discussions.
Mr. Julls Moch, French Representative on the U.N. Disarmament
Commission, and Dr. P. Derolle, Deputy Director-General of WHO, spoke
on disarmament and peaceful uses of atomic energy.
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The Prime Minister welcomed his visitors
early in July 1956. Among many visitors

were the newly appointed Japanese Ambassador
to Thaxland Shibuzawa and Dr. P.S. Lokanathan
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(Right) the picture shows a gathering
crowd of Thai and foreign ladies greeted
Lady La-iad Pibulsonggram at Korat Railway
Station. Lady La-iad was on her way to open
the Women Culture Promotion Associations at
Karasin.

The Prime Minister and Lady iad
Pibulsonggram welcomed a group from Texas
headed by Mr. Preston Dyall, President of the
Council of International Relations, who handed
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The monthly magazine <« THAILAND
ILLUSTRATED ” is on sale at 8 baht per copy. ‘
Obtainable at Bangkok Books Depot; Niphond,
Sikak Phya Sri; Phrae Bhidhaya, Grand Theatre
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“For the women’s benefits we shall do and carry on without
any inclination to abandon.”
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Kalasin is situated on the PAO River,
a branch of Shee River, with Parn mountain
range in the north forming a boundary
between Kalasin and Sakon Nakorn. The
deep forest from the mountain range down
to the south is the boundary of Kalasin and
Nakorn Panom. The Parn Mountain is the
source of rivers and streams that make the
fertility of Kalasin suitable for agricultural
field. There is a reclining Buddha made
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After shaking hands
with Sir Charles, Field
Marshal Sarit is seen
shaking hands with one
of the high-ranking
officers at the airport.
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Field Marshal Sarit Dhanarat, Royal Thai
Army C.-in-C., visited Malaya early July 1956 by
the invitation of Lt.-Gen. Sir Charles Loewen,
British Land Force C.-in-C. in Southeast Asia.
Field Marshal Sarit inspect-
ing the guards-of-honour at the
airport.
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Lt.-Gen. Sir Charles F. Loewen with |
Field Marshal Sarit Dhanarat in Singapore.
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Visiting and in-
specting Military
Activities and attending
Social Functions in
Malaya.
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RAJADAMNOEN AVENUE BANGKOK THAILAND

: FROM: HHOME TO .HOME
FIRST CLASS BAR AND RESTAURANT UNDER EXPERIENCED
FRENCH MANAGEMENT WITH BEST SERVICE, AND EVERY
WELL FURNISHED ROOM WITH BATH ATTACHED.
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The U S. Ambassador and Madame Bishop gave a reception
on the occasion of the Independent Day anniversary Fourth of
July at the Ambassador’s Residence, Wireless Road.
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The Filipino Ambassador and Madame Adeva gave a

reception on the occasion of the Philippines Independent Day
Fourth of July at Lumbini Hall.
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H.R.H. the Foreign Minister seeing- off t
sion to the Kingdom of Laos, headed by Minister Rak
Panyarachun, at Hualamphong Railway Station.
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On his world tour, Minister S. Siriyothin is seen shaking
! handsYwith] the]U.S. Secretary of Economic Affairs.

Dr. Lokanathan retired ECAFE Executive Secretary- General
gave a farewell party at Sala Santitham.
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Korat, a city of 40,000 people, is the capital of Nakorn Rajsima
province with a population of about 800,000. It is a colourful place
teeming with life, one will find much pleasure in simply pottering
about in town. It is a largest town and still has remnants of the
ancient town walls and one of the city gates.

Pimai some thirty kilometres away from Korat, there are
remains of an immense temple here but a little more than usual is
that one may be able to appreciate the magnificent workmanship
put into this place about a thousand years ago. There are several
imposing gateways with carved lintels and the remains of a
magnificent prang, and the amusing sculptures. All about lay huge
blocks of stone carved deeply with gods and dancing girls, monkeys
and warriors. The lintels of the gateways were similarly carved and
up the face of the prang could be distinguished more dancing and
leaping bodies. These carvings are very perfectly preserved and
look almost as though they had been cut only a few years ago.
Korat is the traditional home of SIAMESE CAT.
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The Prime Minister Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram toured
the Northeastern Provinces in July 1956; the picture shows His
Excellency laid a wreath at the Memorial of Lady Suranaree, the
Heroine of Korat, at Nakorn Rajsima.
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The Monk’s Hospital at Sri Ayudhaya Roa
Bangkok.
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Kindergarten, a type of school or class for children
between the ages of three and eight, first established by
Friedrich Froebel in Blakenburg, Germany, in 1837 with
the idea of directing the play of the child into creative
self-expression. In the picture, a kindergarten at Prasarn-
mitr College, Bangkapi.
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SALA SANTITHAM: Houses office of the UN
agencies, this building provides facilities for modern
conference.
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Bang Saen College of Education is a modern one
in Thailand. This college is situated near Bang Saen
seaside resort, Cholburi. {

'ua"muummmyﬁ:ﬂwq?uamﬁmmsumlmlauh"mﬁ

49 4%

Iny mmlmu\mmeuawluumamﬂnmﬁ“lwumaammuw

walan wm"nmmwmaa'luan‘lwuamwaaw%iu'[an mimm'lu
%

i

a
"luumuuuamms amammmm‘lmuummm ammsuumun
nu‘lnmaqﬂnuuswmluu WIgUNT

Teak is amajor industry of Thailand surpassed only
by rice, and the country has been practically monopoli-
sing the world market, since its quality is the best
among teak produced in the world. The Government
supervises some 125,000 square kilometres of teak forest
and about half the area is under exploitation for a 15-year
period, while the other half is reserved for reforestation
purposes. Large operations are carried out by the Forest

Industry
Organiza-
tion with
its Head
Office at
Rajdamnern
Avenue.
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July 6, 1956 Reverend Benjamin Nunez,
Costa Rica Representative to the UN, and
his Secretary Roberto ILolia, arrived at
Bangkok Airport as State guests, called on
the Prime Minister and Lady La-iad Pibul-
songgram at the Government Residence.
The Prime Minister and his Lady gave a
luncheon in honour to the distinguished
visitors. The function was attended by
high dignitary persons. The Costa Rican
Representative told the press at the airport
that, “It is highly desirable for the small
nations of the world to have closer relations.
Costa Rica and other Central American
countries are planning to set-up a combined
diplomatic mission in Bangkok.” Duration
in Bangkok the Costa Rican Representative
visited the Grand Palace and the Temple of
the Emerald Buddha and dined with H.R.H.
the Foreign Minister at Saranrome Palace
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The Indonesian President Soekarno
and his entourages arrived at Don Muang
Military Airport shortly after midnight
of July 3, 1956.4 "H R H." Kromamuen
Naradhip and Minister Rak Panyarachun
greeted the distinguished transients at the
airport. Members of the diplomatic corps with
close relation with Indonesia were present.
Indonesian Ambassador Abdullah Siddik was
present with his family. There were also other
members of the Indonesian Embassy and Indo-
nesian community leaders. Soekarno told
H.R.H.Kromamuen Naradhip about his planning
a state visit to Thailand next year. At the
press conference given by the Indonesian
Foreign Minister Abdulgani in the military
dlr[)()rt lounge, Abdulgani told the press that,
“The tour has not changed our foreign policy.
We prefer to call our foreign policy independent
and active rather than neutral. Indonesian
foreign policy is also necessitated by geographi-
cal considerations. It realizes its destiny as
the crossroads between Asia and America, the
Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean. It has to
safeguard the peace in this area.” Thailand
and Indonesia have a Treaty of Friendship.

The by-election was held on July 1st, 1956
at Uttaradit to fill the vacancy caused by the
death of Nai Cheun Yuthavorn who lost his life
in the Nakorn Rajsima’s plane crash last May.
There were seven candidates; Nai Thep
Ketuphand running under the banner of Seri
Manangsila Party is the winner of the Uttaradit
by-election to fill the vacancy in the National
Assembly. The picture shows the Prime
Minister standing with Nai Thep at the
Government Residence, and below, Foreign
News Agencies and Local press representatives
observed the election on various voting sites at
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The Prime Minister Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram
participated his 59th birthday anniversary on July 14 B.E.
2499 (1956) at Wat Phra Sri Mahadhart, Bangkhen. The
religious rites were performed including casting of two
images of Buddha. Afterwards the Prime Minister released
1,000 caged birds. Then a Bodhi tree (pipal tree) was
planted in the Wat compound. In the afternoon the Prime
Minister performed the opening ceremonies of a number of
projects, buildings, bridges, and highways.

« Long may he live. ”
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(Left) SEATO Building. ( Above) Field Marshal Phin Chunhawan headed the
Cabinet Ministers and the Public to invoke a blessing to the Prime Minister on the

occasion of his birthday annlversary
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< (Sitting from left

. the British Ambas

sador Sir Berkely|

Gage, U.K. Councill

 Representative Sii]

Robert Scott, U.S.

Ambassador Max.

# W. Bishop, Luang

Bhadravadi Thai-

" land SEATO Coun-

cil Representative,

. the Prime Minister,

H.R.H. the ThaiJ‘

Foreign Minister,

Filipino Ambassa-

dorAdeva,Pakistani

Chargé d’Affaires

Ahmed, Australian

FDUNE

Ambassador  Hay,
New Zealand Am-
bassador Foss

Shanahan and the
French Ambassador
Raymond Offroy.
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The U.S. Vice-President Richard
Nixon paid a brief flying visit to Bangkok
on Sunday 8th July 1956. As soon as he
alighted from the plane he was welcomed by
the Prime Minister, Lady La-iad Pibulsong-
gram, H.R.H. the Thai Foreign Minister,
the U.S. Ambassador Bl:hop and notable
persons. Owing to a delay in the arrival
of his plane, a reception was held for him
in the dining room of the military airport
at Don Muang instead of at the Government
Residence as previously arranged. After
garlanding the Vice-President, the Prime
Minister made an address of welcome. Ina
part he said, “I consider it a great privilege
to have this opportunity of meeting you both
and of reinforcing our friendship which has
beenrenewed since last year in your hospita-
ble country. I hope that in the near future
we will be fortunate enough to be favoured
with a longer visit. We have followed you
closely in your travels and we share with your
peopleasincere pride myourachlevements
In reply, Nixon referred to the “ devotion”
of Thailand to the principles of indepen-
dence and freedom “and to the leadership
of the Prime Minister in this cause. In
conclusion, he expressed regret he had not
come in the day time so that he could play
golf with the Prime Minister. He talked
of golf games in the U.S. when the Prime
Minister was a visitor, saying, ““the scores
are a matter of security” but added that
““both the Prime Minister and the President
beat me.” Following the exchange of
messages, the Prime Minister accompanied
by Cabinet Ministers who were present, and
the Vice-President accompanied by Mrs.
Nixon and members of his travelling group
retired to the dining room of the military
airport. Seated at the dinner table were the
Prime Minister, the Vice-President, Lady
La-iad Pibulsonggram, Mrs. Nixon, Marshal
of the Air Fuen, H.R.H. the Foreign Minis-
ter and the U.S. Ambassador Bishop. The
discussion of problems of mutual interest
was made at the dinner table. Following
supper the U.S. Vice-President held a short
press conference in the reception lounge
saying that the discussion concerned
relations between the U.S. and Thailand
but he was not in a position to disclose the
nature of discussion. He said “it was useful
and worthwhile. It is the policy of the
U.S. not to dictate to Thailand what its
policy should be.” He went on to say that
he would do all in his power to try and
arrange “more and quicker aid.” The
Vice-President concluded by saying that he
had noted the economic progress and the
__political stability of Thailand.”
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