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The state ceremony of crop
fertility and commencement of the
ploughing season was conducted this
year on May 12 and 13. The picture
at left shows His Majesty the 'King
anoztmg one of the four young ladies
fhe role of goddesses in the

ing day s ceremony.

The monthly magazine ‘“THAILAND
ILLUSTRATED?” is on sale at 8 baht per
copy. Obtainable at Narayana Phand
Larn Luang Rd. Bangkok Books
Depot; Niphond, Sikak Phya Sri; Phrae
Bhidhaya, Grand Theatre Arcade; and

the Co-operatives Store, Banglumpoo

Subscription can be made through
The Public Relations Department.
Telephone No. 48880
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A VISIT TO MOUNT PU-KRADUENG
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A terrific sight.
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A beautiful landscape as
viewed from the Mount top.

Situated in Sithan subdistrict, Wung Sapoong district
of Loey province, 72 kilometres from Loey proper, 1S
mount Pu-Kradueng, one of Thailand’s national parks
which is well-known for its beautiful scenery, occidental
plants, native orchids and ferns. On the top of this mount
(about 1,045 metres above the sea level) extends a plain of
about 60 square kilometres where tall pines tower above
temperate-zone flowering shrubs such as rhododendron with

a great variety of evergreen trees along the streams.
As for its name, the folk-lore has it that every Wan

Phra (Buddhist Sabbath Day) the villagers at the foot of
mount Pu-Kradueng would hear bell chime from the top of
the mount. Whether credence is given to the legend or not

however, one finds the name of “Mount Bell” very apt for
the mount is really bell-shaped.

Those who wish to visit the national park, now
under the care of the Forestry Department, can travel both
by car or by train. Leaving Bangkok by car, one motors
along Paholyothin Highway and then the Friendship Highway
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A landmark of Buddhism seen
atop the Pu-Kradueng.
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Noke Kao Peak towering
over the plateau.
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It siwuld be mentloned that under
_ i resent circumstances, a trip to Mount
Pu- Kradueng is no picnic. Clambering
* - ' up to the top is a gruelling affair and
AUANUNUUDITIIUFIATIEHINNINANDAIN carriers may have to be sent for.
However, no one who has been up there
can deny that the trip is worthwhile and
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Under a pine tree.
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There 1s no limit to the tricks nature
can play with the shapes of trees.
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A makeshift bamboo sedan-chair 1S
a great help to one who is too exhausted to

climb up.
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Another beetling cliff.
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A delightful track on top of the mountain.
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Tropical and temperate-zone
plants intermingle lushly.
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A path leading to the bungalows of the
Forestry Department (seen in the far sight)
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In the lake called Bokarani
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A well earned siesta.
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THAI INDIGENOUS PRODUCTS
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Besides silk, Thailand has some other

attractive indigenous products for tourists

notably bronzeware, nielloware, ceramics,
lacquerware and basketwork.

Bronzeware industry first became a
trade in the reign of King Rama III, some 150
years ago.

Bronze products came out originally
as some petty utensils, musical instruments
and also cast as images of Lord Buddha. Now,
with increasing interest on the part of
foreigners, they are made as household
commodities such as spoon, fork, knife,
candlestick for use particularly on special
occasions when their resplendence is certain

to draw exclamations of enthusiasm and add
splendour to the function.

Bronze products were first made of
an alloy imported from China. But later
the Science Department devised a mixture
of copper and tin which has successfully
substituted for the import. Among importers
of Thai bronzeware are Hong Kong, the
U.S., Singapore and Japan.

Nielloware production dates farther
back than that of bronzeware to the old days
of Ayudhya about 500 years ago 1.e. about
the reign of King Ramathibodi IlI. The art
was brought to the country by the Portuguese,
the first foreigners to be allowed to trade
in the country especially in four provinces
namely Ayudhya, the capital, Nakorn
Srithamaraj, Pattani and Marid in the South.
It was handed down to the inhabitants of
the said towns who adapted the art to the
local tradition. This art especially flourishes
in Nakorn Srithamaraj where 1t 1s highly
treasured and widely practised.

Thai nielloware first spread its fame
abroad in the reign of King Narai the Great
of Ayudhya when a niello cross was sent
by the King to the Pope in Rome and a
gift of niello utensils was made to King
Louis XIV of France.




< S o 4 o
A 1GsZusuNTIIND NIAUNIENFHNe im0 nauu0a Ing

H.M. the Queen shows keen interest in basket work.
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Lacquerware production.
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“Sungkaloke™, the Thai
traditional ceramics was first
introduced from China by King Ram
Kamhaeng the Great of Sukhothai
who took craftsmen back to
Sukhothai from his tour of China.
The products proved to be of superb
quality and were exported to Japan,
the Philippines, Malaysia, Burma,
India, Persia and Java. Unfor-
tunately, after King Ram Kamhaeng’s
death, the art deteriorated to the
point of becoming entirely extinct.

Revival of Sungkaloke
production is now seen in Chiengmai,
a province up north where a plant
1s set up to produce the same kind
of ceramics as in King Ram
Kamhaeng’s reign.

Lacquerware form a well-
known family industry of Chiengmai.
It was originally an occupation of
about 100 families but now only 10
families carry on the work. This
1S due to the extreme delicacy of
the process and the time and labour
involved. Hence the relatively high
prices of the products. Lacquerware
consequently comes out mainly as
show pieces and souvenirs thus
exploiting only a fraction of its great
possibilities.

According to history, a tribe
of Thai called *“Koen™ (incidentally
that 1s the Thai word for
lacquerware) who evacuated into
Chiengmai were pioneers of
lacquerware production in Thailand.
They are believed to have inherited
the art from the Chinese who
invented it not less than 3,000 years
ago.

Thair basket work comes out
In  various commodities ranging
from small receptacles to furnishings
for modern buildings. These low
prices and light weight account for
their popularity. Materials used in
the work are rattan, rush, corypha
palm, sisal fibre, banana tree fibre

and others.
Wood carving still exists in

the North particulary in. Chiengmai
and Lampoon. A black wood,
usually teak, i1s first cut and carved
into shape by hand. Small carved
objects come in the form of trays,
salad-bowls and servers, lamp bases
and others. Of these, carved
elephants take a pride of place.
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Bronzeware
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Porcelain with designs in indigo.
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A table set including a
salad bowl made of teak.



3
"
‘ '!:
3
!

Bt vy o TN
PP
(f HNMNRY P
I S O R Ny ( YRR T8
NITIIMAGNN VIUATINTON  Hagiyonnady {t(f'f[[,, f
Handbags of rush, kenat and banana tree fibre. ' ( ff f f [I[ ")?\,'“.
i ((( N((l oy
il (I 1; '
£ fI
By ttﬁtt 1"

*'ﬂ Q/ S
INFOIFIN lan
Specimens of the famous ““Sungkaloke™.
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A magnificent array of silverware
in the form of ornaments, betelnut
tray, vase and drinking set.
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. Niello vase, ladle, bowl with stand,
. cigarette case and ashtray.
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Visitors to the week-end market at Pramane Ground
might come across men or women in outlandish black dresses
selling semi-precious stones, liberally spangled with beads.
They can hardly speak Thai and sign language i1s usually
used 1n their contact with customers. These are the tribesmen
from the northern hills of Thailand.

The hill tribes of Thailand in the areas bordering
on Burma and Laos have been estimated to number between
200,000 and half a million. Probably a quarter of a million
s the most likely figure. There are six major tribes: the
KAREN, probably numbering about 75,000; the MIAO, or
MEQO, about 50,000: the AKHA, about 28,000; the LISU,
about 19.000;: the LAHU or MUSOR, about 17,000, and
the YAO, about 12,000. Another large group the LAWA,
iIs sometimes classed as a hill tribe and there 1s a number

of smaller groups.
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Like the Thai, the tribesmen are all mongoloid but

their common origin is shrouded in the mist of prehistory.

o, They are also culturally distinct from the Thai in their customs

and languages. Among themselves they are also ethnically

and culturally distinct from one another. They earn their
living mainly by shifting agriculture and livestock raising.
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Lisu tribesmen in Chiengmai.
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Promotion of the hill tribes’ welfare forms one of
the vital and urgent policies of the Thai government. The
project has a four-fold objective namely to prevent deforestation,
depletion of soil and destruction of water sources due to
shifting cultivation, to check opium cultivation and encourage
the raising of cash crops, to bring about economic and
social development by raising their living standard and, last
but not least, to preserve law and order on the frontier,
and ensure their loyalty to Thailand.

The hilltribes welfare work which started in 1960 has a
three-fold object: firstly, establishment of four land settlements
in the northern provinces of Tak, Chiengmai, Chingrai,
Petchaboon, Pitsanuloke and Loey; secondly, establishment
of development and welfare centres equipped with mobile
development teams and, thirdly, establishment of a hill
tribes research centre in the new Chiengmai University, with
the support and co-operation of SEATO. At this centre,
Dr. W.R. Geddes, Prof. of Social Anthropology at Sydney
University in Australia is working with the Thai authorities
for an effective and speedy development of the hill tribes.
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Mention should be made of the important role
played by the Border Police in the development of the tribesmen.
They enjoy a friendly relationship with the tribes and have
taught them the Thai language and culture since 1956. The
first school erected by the provincial border police for the
tribal children was opened in Chiengrai in that year with
an enrollment of 33. Several others came up subsequenty
at various border police posts.

Under the auspices of the Public Welfare Department,
a religious mission comprising 50 priests visited the hill
tribes from April 2 to May 5. Broken up in ten groups, the
missionaries go into the villages, performing religious rites,
teaching Thai to the villagers, advising them on the rudiments
of medical knowledge and creating correct understanding of
the good intention of the government and the Thai people.
Thai religious mission programme 1S planned for five years
during which fifty priests will be added each year.

Another important project for the development of

the hill tribes is broadcasting. Planned by the Public Relations
Department, the project, now underway at its initial stage,
1S given cooperation by the Public Welfare Department and
other government units concerned. Experimental broadcasting
in Yao i1s in operation at the regional station at Lampang.
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Thar monks at work among the tribesmen

of the north, where they preach the gospel of the
Buddha. The tribesmen’s religious fervour 1is
attested by the large number of requests for

ordination in the Buddhist faith.
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SEATO ‘SEA HORSE’ EXERCISE
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Thailand was host to a convoy exercise of the Southeast Asia
Treaty Organization entitled ““Sea Horse’ conducted in the South China
Sea from May 8-22 under the sponsorship of Australia and the U.S.
Rear Admiral R.L. Fowler, USN, was Director and Rear Admiral T.K.
Morrison of Australia was Deputy Director.

The development of teamwork among the SEATO navies was
the primary purpose of ““Sea Horse .

Three Thai vessels participated in the exercise namely HMS
Pin Klao, HMS Tachin and HMS Prasae under the command of
Commander Amnuey lamsuro, Commander of HMS Pin Klao.

The Thai ships were out in the Thai Gulf for a joint rehearsal
with a British submarine and a frigate from April 25-29. Afterwards

the Thai and British ships left for Manila to join other ships and begin
the exercise from there to the Gulf of Thailand.

The exercise involved 26 ships and 130 aircraft of Australia.
Britain, New Zealand, the Philippines, Thailand and the US.

On the last day of the exercise, May 21, all participating ships
assembled at the Thai Gulf and a force of sixty aircraft flew in salute
over Bangkok, the Headquarters of SEATO.
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Rear Admiral Satap Keyanon, of the Royal Thai
Navy, 18 welcomed aboard the USS Bennington by the
Commander of the SEATO “Sea Horse’” Task Force,
Rear Admiral Robert A. MacPherson, USN. Rear Admiral

Keyanon flew to the Bennington by helicopter from his
flagship HMS Pinklao.
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Guests on board the US Seventh Fleet carrier. USS
BENNINGTON, for the SEATO Exercise ‘“ Sea Horse” learn about the

finer points of an anti-submarine helicopter from Lieutenant Commander
Wilton H. MclIntyre, USN.
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A representative from the Philippines receives a warm welcome

to the bridge of the Australian carrier, HMAS Melbourne from the
Commanding Officer, Captain H.D. Stevenson.

- y d

M5 EANHINULS

1an ]

e
\'-. ““ .
‘
!

-

- "““’.
=

s

Y
A%
- . »

-
=t AN

AL
....

— e p—

= o/ 3 A G -4 4 % o N o ! 4|
0&UUQ3WU "110351115:@ 1 HAZLIDU137] VOIDOaLIAILaY ﬂ]ﬂljOUijnﬂHnJUllHaﬂ VOIDLUINUY FTHINNITHD

The US Seventh Fleet carrier, USS Bennington, and the Australian frigate, HMAS Yarra,
refuel from the American tanker, Platte, during the exercise.
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