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Executive Summary
“Knowledge Generation and Knowledge Management
for Sustainable Development of Human Resources for Health
in Traditional Medicine, Folklore Medicine and Alternative Medicine in

Thailand”

In this article, situation analysis and policy recommendations of knowledge
generation and knowledge management for development of Human Resources for Health
(HRH) in Thai traditional medicine, folklore medicine and alternative medicine, were
developed by means of systematic literature review, expert in-depth interview, and self
administrative questionnaire survey of Thai traditional medicine licensing examiner
attendances. Three main components of Human Resources for Health (HRH) as: 1) HRH
Policy and Planning 2) HRH Training and Production and 3) HRH Utilization and
Retention are used as conceptual framework of the research.

The key findings and policy recommendations are details as follows:

1. The ultimate goal of development of traditional medicine, folklore medicine
and alternative medicine in Thailand is to integrate valuable body of knowledge and
wisdom into the national health service system. This will ensure that the national health
service system could be benefit and support to development of health sufficiency and self
reliance on health to all Thais.

2. At individual level, the HRH development policy should be focused at
development of Health Institute of Thai Wisdom (HITW). The institute will generate,
manage and disseminate the body of knowledge and Thai wisdom through out Thai society.
HITW should operate and manage in autonomous style and work complementary with the
Department for Development of Thai Traditional and Alternative Medicine (DTAM) and
other allied institutes.

3. The HRH development policy for organization level should utilize the learning
or knowledge development cycle which has three main activities as 1) Health care and

services 2) Academic and teaching, and 3) Research. This cycle could be used for



knowledge generation and knowledge management. It could develop the HRH and
organization to become knowledgeable workforce and learning organization.
4. The Macro HRH development policies are aimed at the system changes and its
sustainability. Four policies recommendations are proposed as:
4.1 The DTAM should be developed and strengthened to become a national
policy agency for development of Thai traditional and alternative medicine.
4.2 A networking of colleges and faculties should be developed and strengthened.
4.3 Informal training program and licensing examination under article 33 (a) of
the Medical Practice Control Act, 2540 B.E., should be developed and
improved its quality and standard especially for the performance of the old
traditional teachers.
4.4 HRH utilization system and production plan should be developed to become
more synchronized and synergistic to each other. Posting and career path in

public sector should be clearly developed to boost up morale of the workforce.
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