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Executive Summary

Information is a key input factor in the development of pharmaceutical industry.
Existing strategic plans and a number of studies on Thafland’s pharmaceutical sector have
highlighted the needs of information in the development process. In order to support
evidence-based policy-making process, it is important to develop a system that is capable
of producing accurate, up-to-date, and relevant information to feed into policy decisions.

To address the information needs for pharmaceutical industry development, the
Pharmaceutical System Research and Intelligence Center (PSyRIC), with the support of
Health System Research Institute (HSRI) conducted a project to identify information needs.
The aim of this project was to identify preliminary needs of industry information in the
country. The main methods employed were a meeting to brainstorm key infgfffatig® needed
X ation \needs were the
users and generators of the information of focus. ded regr sentat ves from jocal
pharmaceutical manufacturers, representatives fromoﬂ i

control avthorities, representatives from Govérnment

and in-dept interviews. Participants who provided thoughts on info

experts, and others. ?ﬂ'ev@w of burrent sthtus exis ing in tion related to the Thai

pharmaceutical indusfry was also takem by sgarching#fublic sources, primarily websites of

various@niz tions. In addition,jwe also“synthesized elements of pharmaceutical system
information gx#ted in a-Qumber s countries fom a previous study conduct by PSyRIC. The
latter two\methods were used to supplement on framework development and needs
identiﬂcati; Summary of the synthesis is included in the appendix.

The universe of pharmaceutical system information was divided into 5 areas, Thev
are 1) regulations, 2) manufacturing input factors, 3) distribution and market, 4) research
and development, 5) globalization and preparedness.

Review of existing information showed that a number of organizations, particularly
government agencies, have publicized information related to their scope of work. However,
participants from the user groups indicated that the majority of such information are
presented in the form that are not relevant and difficult to utilize to support planning.

The participants identified a wide variety of needed information. Those with high
priority include patents, facilittes providing bio-availability testing, faciliies capable of
conducting clinical research, consumption information, and regulatory information on
manufacture outsourcing.

In addition, participants also identify a number of mechanisms for government

industry development palicies.



Recommendations on industry information development:

1.

fnvest in the development of information systems focusing on the high priority
areas identified. Such a system should be capable of not only presenting raw
information, but also analyze, synthesize, (and rank) the relevant information in
the form that is ready for decision support.

The needs of information identified should be considered as one of the area for
pharmaceutical industry development.

Information disseminated to the public should include both guantitative
information (for example, consumption), as well as information regarding laws
and regulations, other developments such as free trade negotiation.

There should be a mechanism to manage information so th t the d tr|buted

information is in the form and at the level of agg:egat:on thxt r'an\actuaily
support decision-making. 2 \/)
mation.

There should be a mechanism to update the relevant in

Information can be devel_oped\ collectefl, and ‘managed by & number of

organizations to allow for specialization apd cross-check. The many sources of
Y

mfo?en shewldbainked. \\.\
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