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Let’s Activate Our English

S LI T e A A 2

ol o v o >
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B e ll'ﬂﬁﬂ 'ﬁ!ﬁiﬂflﬁ M.A. (Oxon)

Chob

d
MauUn 8

L - g r -
Lara Smith Fi.‘_'.r’ﬂu Yau daIng mavinnadn 7.

Thank you very much, Lara, for your illuminating explanation. Now, to change
from the atmosphere of serious lessons on proper use of English words, coulF?

you tell some jokes about the Knglish language ?

o 1
lara : Why yes! And T think Td better tell the ones that would help you realise how

Chob

Chob

- -

-

subtle any language is, especially English.  Well, once, it wus somectime ago,
I happened to join three Frenchmen who were waiting for their train and were

confiling in one another about the difficulty of English.

The first Frenchman told his story :

Wk 1
1 once heard romeone shout, Took out. T put my head out of a

bk i
window and Lueketful of water fell on me, It reems that Look out  may

E1] 1 1}
mean  don t look out .

L)
That & very funny.

Tt certainly is., Bui the point if.......does thie Fremschman understand the

o 1
meaning of Look out in this contest ?

:]
1 should think not, Lara, otherwise he wouldn t have complained aliout what

happened {o him,



2738739737903 UK 12 QUUN o 49

ma—a s = e — = i A =SLTEE, e e ekl T Lo ——

H
Lara : Youre quite right. It seems that he knows only the basic meaning of to look out.

H
Poor fellow, he shouldn t have put hig head out of that window at all.  'That
someone that he mentioned took the trouble of telling everybody nearhy to be
eareful hefore he ov she threw n bueketful of water down.

Chob : 1 realy sympathize with him, Lara, English is so difficult, for anyhody.

¥ ] L
Lara © vou musn t say that, Nothing ig veally difficult if vou know the right technigues.

- ' 1
Chob : vou win. Will vou pleage go on to the second Frenchman s story ?

Lara : Well, this is his story :
ik bR

T war omee on a =hip anld heard (he eaptain shout, All handa on deck.

I put my hands on the Jdeek and someone walked on them.

Chob . That someone must have been eruel.  What Jid the Frenchman do to him to

walk on his hands like that ?

. ¥ 1
Lara . lh‘"..".. - that person did walk on the Freneliman s hands alright, hut it wasn t

his fault at all, You see, the Frenchman himself made n mistake to be on hoapd
k|
that ship.  Tlis Fnglish wasn t good enough and he did not quite understand

L] & 1%

the captain & orler.  What the captain meant was  FEvervbody on deck - ., the

word hands standing for perrons,

] -
Oh dear ! Is that s0? 1 dont blame that Frenchman, T would have made

Ghob

@ w

the same mistake.

¢ |
Lara © 1 dont know...you might or you might not.  Anyway let me explain further.
;|
I'm sure you musgt have come aeross sueh words as farmhands, eowhands or such

] 1
expressions as someone is o good hand  at something or other. Well, in such

b :
words or expressions the hand part vepresents a person or persons.
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Chob : 80 a part of the humin hody sometimes means a person.

2
Lara @ wNot exactly, But you re hewinning to get the iden.  The fact is ecrtain Paﬂi.

of the hody only sometimes stand for a person. A hand may also mean a man

or & woman. 3o aleo o head.  So you get words with hand as part of them

meaning persons in partienlar occupatioms or with specinl skill in particular

i *1
huginess. And von also get puch maxims us two leads are better than one

13
which in other words means two persons fogether are beller than one gingle

11
Person.

Chob : 1 cce.

Lara : Now woall yvou like to hear what the third Frenchman had to say !

1
Chob : Yes, certainly, Lara, T m wailing... . ...

Lara

-

The Third Frenchman had a bit longer story to tell. This is what he said :

1 onee ealled envly on an FEnglish freind and the maid who came 1o the dooe

1 ] ¥ L £
gnild, Hew not up yet.  Come hack in half an houy, When I went again

Lk % L |
for him, she said, Tle s not down vet.

(1] 1 r
-1 osaild,  TIf he s not up and he & not down, where is he !

]

il ¥ [ b}
sShe said, He s still in bed, When 1 say He s not up 1 mean he has not

L1
vet got up, ko he has not yet come downsiairs,

Chob : On, yes! to he up anl to he down or to pay up . o pay down..all these

?
expressions with up or down can really give you headaches, ean { they ?

1
Lara : Yes, if you havent the feel of the English language. Awl now perhape von d
wl#o like to hear the storv L told that Frenehmen when they had finished thejrs

It was simply a conversation between an old lady and a guard :
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Old Lady : Guard, what time do we get there ?

k]
Guagl ¢ Two to two ma an.

Ol Lady :  How long do T have 1o wait for the next tain ?
Gruawl ¢ From fwa to two to iwo—{wo, ma am.

Old Lady : Good heavens ! Ave vou mad T What do vou mean ?

7
Guard : I mean you 1l have to wait four mwinutes, [rom two minutes to

two until two minntes past two.
: 3 ]
Old Lady @ T sec: and how long will my freind have to wait ¥ She s going

to Plymouth,

3
Gruard : From two to two to {wo -—two too, ma am.

o« B d4 ¥
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