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The Image of Phra
Mongkol Bopit.
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AYUDHYA THEN AND NOW
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Wat Mahathad seen from the river.

Ayudhya was the capital of ancient Thailand, then
called *“Siam™ for 417 years from the year B.E. 1893

its fall at the

when it was built by King Uthong to
hands of the Burmese in B.E. 2310. Throughout that
period Ayudhya’s progress knew no parallel in Asia. Its
glory can still be guaged from the ruins of stupas and

gion. Ayudhya abounded in

temples whose name is le
philosophers, poets, artists and warriors.  Thirty - three
kings of various dynasties sat on its throne. No other
Thai capital has had such a long life. And this is because,
strategically speaking, it was situated on a * vantage-
ground” bounded by three rivers namely the Chao Phya,
the River Lopburi and the Pasak. The island was enclosed

b

=

a strong wall and was heavily fortified.
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Ruins of Somdej Temple in the Ancient Palace.
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Legend has it that about 2,000 years ago, the site
where Ayudhya now stands was still a vast sea, which,
as time went on, became silted up. Around B.E. 1100
when the kingdom of Davaravadi was born, Ayudhya
must have been part of it. And in the days of King
Pra Ruang when Sukhothai was the capital, Ayudhya
was possibly a colony, forming part of the area called
U-thong or Supannapoom which was also a tributary
state. With the emergence of highlands more and more
people settled down there to grow crops. Later, with
the outbreak of an epidemic in U-thong which took a
heavy toll, King U-thong decided to move to Ayudhya.
It happened meanwhile that the then Sukhothai King
was losing his power, King U-thong then proclaimed
his independence and built a new capital at Nong Sanoe

called ““Krungdheb Davaravadi Sri Ayudhya
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Wat Buddhai
Swan.
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Left—The Reclining
Buddha of Wat
Lokaya Sutha.
Middle and Lower — Remains of Wat
Mongkol Bopit.
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Had Ayudhya not been
completely destroyed, many more
historical monuments would have
remained. Nevertheless, enough
of the royal palaces and mon-
asteries with colossal Buddha
images still stands as an eloquent
testimony to Ayudhya’s glorious
past.

What should not be missed
in Ayudhya is the Chao Sam
Phya National Museum housing
objects of great archaeological
importance found in various ruins
particularly at Wat Rajburana,

one of the oldest and largest
temples of the city.
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The Principal Image of Buddha

of Wat Panancherng.
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Chedis and columns of
Wat Yai Chaimongkol.
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Wat Phra Srisarnpet. The three pagodas.
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As this is the 200th year since the fall of Ayudhya,
celebrations were held from April 7 to 21 simultaneously
in Bangkok and Ayudhya. Apart from an exhibition
of art objects, historical documents and a comprehensive
collection of ancient maps of Southeast Asia particularly
maps of Thailand, then called *“Siam”, there were lectures
on various aspects of Ayudhya culture including medical
practices, law, literature, architecture, sculpture, admin-
istration, music, games, social structure, and international
relations.
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Those visiting Ayudhya during the celebrations were
taken on a tour of places of interest in the city by
university students who volunteered as guides.
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Wat Suwarn Dararam.
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Chandra Kasem Palace.
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The Royal pavilion erected

for the late King Rama VI as a

summer residence.
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Mural paintings in the convoca-
tion hall of Wat Suwarn Dararam.
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The principal Buddha image
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Detail of a carved garuda on
the rear gable of Wat Na Phramane.
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tucco work on a prang of

d door panel of Wat Phra Sri
Wat Takrai in middle Ayudhya

ating to the reign of King Rama

period. < S = > Thibodi II of Ayudhya period.

s i hlevessmaisnan P
n relief on the side of a pulpit depicting
some local citizens. A product of middle Ayudhya period

onmnn lumnand
k shrine at Wat Panancherng.
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Sam Phya National Museum where most art treasures of Ayudhya
are stored.
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Feather fans are on sale at almost every
souvenir shops in Ayudhya.
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The process of making Aranyik knives, another renownedu
export of the province.

At the Exhibition held at the
National Library in commemoration
of the bi-centenial of Ayudhya items
of display included : publications,
maps, books, photographs, weapons
and utensils. A more comprehensive
knowledge of this ancient capital is
gained through the light thrown by
these paraphernalia of everyday life.
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Two swords — The basic position assumed before the

lance.
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“KRABI-KRABONG”
The Ancient Thai Sword-Play
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A salute to the King whether he is present or not is a
traditional must. It has nothing to do with the instructors, the
public or the opponent, peculiar only to Krabee - Krabong. Before
a bout the fencers lay down their weapons in front and sit in a

kneeling position ng the King or in the direction where the
King is supposed to be, then salute three times in the manner
symbolizing homage to the King.
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Two swords — The position “on guard” before fighting is
tness is the guarantee of the

fencer’s safety in both offence and defence. Note the stance of

of the utmost importance as its corr

each fencer, the equal distribution of the weight on both legs
which should remain bent, the position of the trunk and head,
the position of the sword -arms and hands, and also the angles
of the blades.
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Two swords — Fighting furiously.
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Two swords — Male versus female in a dancing movement
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It is the Thai style of fencing which developed from the
olden days when the kings of ‘““Siam™ fought hand - to - hand
duels astride the necks of elephants
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A *“‘death blow ™ about to befall the unfortunate male contestant

Vi -

Hard hitting on the blades by the lady contestant

Weapons used in Thai sword -play are varied, but the basic

and typical ones carried by the Thais of old are the “two swords ",
cach being of equal length and weight and one sword is held in
each hand These are beautiful weapons and balanced so that
cither hand can deliver attacks and parry in defence with equal

case. The *“on guard” position forms a triangle between the two
swords with the weight of the body equally balanced on both feet
so that either a left or right line can form the attack

The reasons behind the development of the sword-play in
Thailand are not without interest and these go back some several
hundred years to Thailand in the Middle Ages. While struggling for
unification and preserving independence her sons practised the art of
offence and defence with all kinds of weapons available to achieve

skill-at-arms necessary in wartime
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A dancing pose of sword
and shield in a sitting position
about to get up.
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Sword and shield versus
wo swords: with the shield
orotecting his head he seeks to
score a hit. Rather difficult to
iucceed

Since actual fighting with the ancient weapons has long
:ome outmoded in modern warfare, the Thais, loath to forget
1 cast aside their inherent skills in this direction, transformed

fighting into a national pastime known as Krabee- Krabong,
rally Stick and Staff The former referred to short weapons
nife, singlestick, sabre, two swords, sword and shield, and
ow-attached clubs) and the latter to long weapons ( spear,
ce, pike, and quarterstaff). ~ Short weapons are usually held
gle-handed while long weapons two-handed and each category
i its own technique, although the principles of fighting are the
1e. As a rule, the bout is fought with two identical weapons
the Thai sword-play is infinitely as variable as the weapons
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Two swords
versus sword and
shield in action.
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Sahre - the _araceful _dance of tua cahranre motah.
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used in it and bouts are not necessarily confined to monotonous
combat or, indeed, to equal weapons. Sometimes a man with a
sword in each hand fights a man with a two-handed pike or spear.
Sometimes on a comedy side, it is a fight between an enormous
man and a small man. The formar is armed with a huge quarterstaff
and the latter with only two elbow -attached clubs to defend himself.

Krabee-Krabong has always had close association with royalty.
y recent times of King Rama V,
male members of the royal family would learn lessons in this art of
self -defence and to enhance gracefulness the dance beforehand was
only subsequently included. The steps and the movements and the
wavisg of the weapon used were designed to warm up the body’s
muscles, survey the “field of play”, conceal the style of fighting of
the contestant, and above all, to display the lethal nature of the
weapon as well as the high degree of skill of the fighter.

King Chulalongkorn himself used to perform a sword-dance
of royal tribute to the Lord Buddha astride the neck of an elephant
showing his skill at arms. Subsequently Krabee-Krabong has been
a popular Royal Command performance, hence the traditional salute
to the King prior to the dance and the play. This has become a
tradition that each contestant in the Thai sword-play or boxing
must first of all pay respect to the King whether he is present or
not. The salute to the King in the form of three ** Wais ", besides
showing repect, also means the asking for clemency, should the bout
result in the death of one contestant.

A most important part in the sword-play is the orchestral
accompaniment which is regarded as de rigueur for it has two main
speeds—slow and quick—the first is for the dance and prelude to the
actual fight and the latter is for encouraging the fighters and the
spectators as the music rises to an exciting crescendo when the
fighting reaches its peak.

In the olden days up to the relativel

As an exhibition to spectators or a command performance
before high-ranking foreign guests, the winner is usually agreed upon
beforehand. However serious and furious the fighting seems to be,
it certainly has been rehearsed to look a true fight. The weapons
used are blunted practice swords or copies in wood or rattan of the
real thing. All the participants wear old-style Thai costume without
any special protective equipment despite the danger of accidental
wounds and a certain amount of surprise is always noted in the
audience when one of the contestants is seen to be female, but the
young girl generally gives as good as she receives and more often
than not, in fact, is the winner.

It is no surprise that one is often led to believe the Thai
sword-play is an anachronism that began to die out about the same
time as the war elephant and that is now preserved only as part of
the tourist shows at some of the city’s larger hotels. Part of this
is true that the Thai sword-play did go into a long decline over the
years. However, in recent years. there has been a marked growth of
interest in the sport which, like modern fencing, is predominantly a
partcipant (rather than a spectator) sport that can be enjoyed—at
least the graceful dance in particular—by a varied age group and by
both men and women.
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Top  —The basic position of the quarterstaff.

Middle — Note the correctly executed stroke and the correct
head parry in the quarterstaff fight.

Bottom — The basic position of the pike, usually astride the
elephant’s neck
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The Royal ceremony of the
first ploughing for 1967 took place
on the morning of May 11 at Phra
Mane Ground as the years before.

i
Their Majesties the King and Queen ¥
graciouly presided over the function "

early on the day.
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ommencement of Rice Crop

On the eve of the event, the
ceremony of grain consecration was
held in the Chapel Royal. Top left
picture shows the Chief Brahmin an-
nouncing the rite. His Majesty then
presented a sword to the Director-
General of the Rice Department
chosen to be *“Phya Raekna™ and
anointed a lady selected to symbolize
a goddess of fertility

Pictures at right show from top
Phya Raekna broadcasting seeds from
the basket carried by the goddess of
fertility, the bulls choosing to eat
maize and green peas, an augury that
there will be plentiful crop this year,
and crowds scrambling for grains
sown on the occasion. Photographed

in the middle lower picture are Phya
Rackna and the four goddesses.
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THE THRICE BLESSED

DAY

The Royal Couple
light  candles and
joss-sticks then hand
the light 1o their
subjects on the
occasion of Visakha
Puja day when Their
Majesties made a
trip to Wat Borom-
thad in  Surathani
province to perform
meritmnking  there,
May 23

The full-moon day of the sixth lunar month (May
or June) is the Visaka Puja Day, the thrice blessed occa-
sion marking the Birth, the Enlightenment and the Demise
of Lord Buddha.

About 2590 years ago, Prince Siddhatha was born
as heir to the throne of Kapilavastu in present-day Nepal
at a tiny village of Lumpini. When he was 29 years of
age, the Prince decided to reject his worldly luxurious
life which he saw as nothing but sufferings. He went
from place to place seeking ways to be free from sufferings
from various renowned religious teachers of the time but
this was all in vain. He then turned to self-imposed
hardships and austerities but again to no avail. Finally he
resorted to meditation and after six years since he left
the Palace, he attained enlightenment by himself under a
Bo-tree at the village of Buddha Gaya in Bihar State.
He was then called the Buddha, the Enlightened One.

From then on Lord Buddha wandered from place
to place preaching his gospel for the salvation of men.
His first sermon was delivered to his first five disciples.
After 45 years of self-denial, teaching and preaching he
passed away at the ripe age of 80 at the town of Kusinara

On Visakha Puja Day each year, Buddhists make
merit and throng the monasteries at night to walk in
a procession round the convocation hall of the temple
carrying candles, joss-sticks and flowers as a tribute to

the Master. Religious flags are flown over houses and
buildings. The flag, yellow in colour, depicts the Wheel
of Law which is the symbol of Buddhism. It stands for
the basic teaching of Buddha that all is subject to the
universal law of Karma (law of causation). The whole
universe and all life in it is bound to the *“Wheel of
Life” or the “Cycle of Rebirth™. Thus, man is born
as result of his past Karma which together with his present
Karma will determine his future existence.
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The various parts of the Wheel carry
meaning relevant to Buddhism. Its eight
spokes signify the noble eightfold stages
to Nirvana—the everlasting peace in-
cluding: right understanding (free from
superstition and delusion); right resolution
(high and worthy of the intelligent ); right
speech (kind and truthful); right action
(peaceful, honest, pure); right livelihood
(bringing harm to no living being); right
effort (involving self- discipline and self-
control); right-mindedness (an active
watchful mind); and right concentration
(deep meditation on the truth of life).

The equal length of the spokes stands
for justice. The rim is all-encompassing
wisdom.  The hub is modesty and
thoughtfulness while the axle stands for
truth on which the Wheel of Life
inexorably turns.

Realizing that birth, old age, sickness
and death are permanent sufferings of all
living beings, Lord Buddha made great
efforts to seek ways to annihilate those
sufferings and lead men to the everlasting
peace of ““Nirvana™.

His Great Discovery, in fact, the
greatest discovery by man, is the Four
Noble Truths, the way leading to real and
lasting happiness, a means of salvation to
humanity never known before in world
history.
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The Royal Couple seen in the convocation hall of Wat Boromthad.
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His Holiness the Supreme Patri-
arch of the Kingdom of Laos (left)
is seen at the ceremony of *‘ Vientian ™
at the Marble Temple on the same
occasion. His Holiness was then on
a visit in Thailand.
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The crowds awaiting the Royal
arrival in front of the temple.
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The First Truth is the Existence of Suffering originating
from desire, birth, old age, sickness and death. These are
physical sufferings visible to the eyes while despair, sorrow,
grief etc. are sufferings to the mind. All these must be
deeply studied and fully realized before coming to the next
Truth.

The Second Truth is the fundamental cause or origin
of suffering which is desire.

The Third Truth is the cessation of suffering by
comprehensive realization of the original cause and following
the Path that will ultimately lead to real and lasting peace
*“Nirvana ™.

The Fourth Truth is the path leading to the cessation
of sufferings and everlasting peace comprising the eightfold
stages already mentioned.

By the Law of Karma, Lord Buddha says : *“Good
deeds bring merit and evil deeds demerit”. This principle,
however, has raised a reactionary view that some who do
good are not rewarded accordingly while those who do
bad and should suffer seem to reap an undeserved benefit.
To counter this argument the Buddha is believed to have
said, “Those who do bad seem to enjoy a good life because
their wrongdoing still produces no result while those who
do good but fail to be rewarded because their good deeds
still produce no result When the time comes, both will
get what they deserve”.

For all laymen, the main plank of Lord Buddha’s
teaching is : ““Abstain from all evil. Do what is good
and keep your heart pure”
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Flower - decorated lenterns in various shapes and forms
were hung up as offerings to Lord Buddha.
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His Holiness the Supreme
Patriarch of the Kingdom of Laos
paid a 2-week visit to Thailand as
guest of His Holiness the Supreme
Patriarch of Thailand at the invitation
of the Government. The tour started
from May 16 when His Holiness
crossed from Laos to Nongkai and
boarded a train to Bangkok where
he stayed at the Marble Temple.
Top picture — The two top-

ranking dignitaries of Thailand and
Laos met for the first time.

Middle — Attending
the religious ceremony held on Visa-
kha Puja day.

Lower pictures — Presenting
Buddhist votive
Minister Loc
right is the Lao
Thailand
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Their Majesties the King and Queen were present at
Wat Phra Chetupon (Wat Po) to preside over the “Tod Pa Pa™
religious rites held on Chakri Day, April 6. Donations and
contributions made at the function went to the Buddha Yodfa
Foundation in memory of King Rama 1, the Founder of the
present Chakri Dynasty.
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Following in His Majesty the King’s footsteps the faithful
presented offerings to the priests.

ia PR S p v S
Waa3 I3 2. ddanad Hmhvauinhnzmane veunalogegaru“io

dmsummminselums U sAmadiunsnssidioad udiiion wavhTu 3T

(o) Wamhdndvedwoninu dninnulasamsisomamives ma. Tu'lny

safasind i s W IR nsomawm lunoniwnamnsg
ouim A nnouwm biggmmunonisududinsont

Col. Stefano Vivona, Director of the US component of the
SEATO Medical Research Laboratory, receives the “A ™ prefix for
outstanding abilities in the field of preventive medicine from Major
General Richard G. Stilwell, Chief of MACTHAIL

The award is the highest that can be earned for professional
attainment in the US Army Medical Service and is conferred by the
Surgeon - General of the US Army.
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Their Majesties the King and Queen together with B>

Her Royal Highness Princess Ubolratana are shown receiv-
ng garlands presented by Their loyal subjects. The occa-
sion was the Anniversary of the Coronation, May 6 when
he Royal Couple presided at the religious ceremony
1eld at the Temple of the Emerald Buddha.
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His Majesty is seen anointing the inscrip-

tion of the newly-erected memorial of Lady

Tepkrasatri-Lady Srisoonthorn which he
unveiled at Puket province on May 23
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The newly - completed radio station of the Public Relations Department
was opened on May 15 by Prime Minister Field Marshal Thanom
Kittikachorn at Klong 5, Rangsit district, Pathoomthani province. Reading
the report in the middle picture is Public Relations Director-General
Kricha Punnakanta. And in the lower picture, guests attending the opening
function inspect the transmitters.
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With deep faith in Buddhism, twenty six hilltribesmen from the north of Thailand were ordained as Buddhist priests. The ordination

ceremony was held at the Marble Temple on May 27 before a cong

gation of monks presided over by Lord Abbot Phra Thamma Kittisopon,

(lower right picture). The lower left picture shows Nai Aram Suthapinthu Deputy Director - General of the Public Welfare Department presen-

ting monastic robes to a monk - to-be
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At the relinquishment of his term of office here, Japanese
Ambassador Yoshio Kasuya, accompanied by his wife
bade farewell to the Royal Couple at Chitralada Villa on
May 11
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On June 9 at the Grand Pa R.H. the Princess
- Mother, the Regent attended the religious ceremony held
in memory of the late King Ananta Mahidol on the occa-
sion of the anniversary of his demise.
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Received by His Majesty the King at Chakri Throne Hall
on May 31 was Mr. Luis F. Castells, who presented his credentials
as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Argentina.
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The Royal Couple received in audience on May 29 Mr.
Han - Ulrich von Schweinitz, the German Ambassador to Thailand
who presented H.R.H. Prince Constantine of Bavaria who was
on a visit in Thailand.

In the course of his visit to Thailand, Lt. Gen. Yung Chin
Che, Korean Commander - in - Chief for Vietnam paid a call on His
Majesty the King and handed over to him a gift from his country.
The visitor was accompanied on the occasion by General Sun Whan
Chang, Korean Ambassador to Thailand.
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A shrine containing relics of the Lord Buddha, Renu Village Nakhon Phanom.
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A A party of students of the Thai National Defence Colle

tendent of the college, Lt. Gen. Chalerm Marhad-Nanon is visiting Australia.
In the photograph, members of the party are shown with officers of Eastern Command
Headquarters in Sydney. In front, Gen. Chalerm stands with the General Officer
Commanding, East Command, Maj. Gen. J.W. Harrison
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Nai Issra Kanchanaquha, Director of the dio
and Television Bureau of the Public Relations Depart-
ment led a party to visit the Republic of China and
Japan at the invitation of the two Governments. Nai
Issra is seen in the picture presenting a memento to
Mr. Kobayashi, Minister of Post and Telecommunication
of Japan. In the lower picture, the party is touring
the control room of the Space Communication Centre
at Ibaraki, Japan
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Five Colombo plan students from Malaysia
and Thailand are seen enjoying their holiday at Rotorua,
New Zealand. The party, havi Pauline Bidois (in
Maori costume) as its guide, is watching a trout jumping

up for food.
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Phra Maha Sathienpong Punnavanno is the first Buddhist monk from Thailand to study at
Cambridge. The picture shows Trinity College, where he is studying, in the background.
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Outside the Royal Thal Embassy, Wellington, New Zealand, the Thai Charge d’Affaires,
Nai Luckie Wasiksiri and Nang Luckie (centre, front row) and members of his family, photo-
graphed with some of the 65 Colombo Plan students now in New Zealand.
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Nangsao Duangmarn Mekswat, a
Public Relations Department official is % & 5 4 >
seen being briefed on radio studio activities wall ) .
by Mr. Fritsche, Chief of the Press
Department of Suddentscher Rundfunk in

R
Stuttgart, West Germany. She was on a

&
.
a | B 2
study tour of the country at the invitation |
of the Government of the Federal Republic

of




PENINSULA HOTEL

SURIWONGSE ROAD
BANGKOK, THAILAND.

P.O. Box 2226, Cable “PENHO*’ BANGKOK, Tel. 37000

The most modern and comfortable hotel, swimming
pool, completely air-conditioned rooms with private
bath & shower, coffee shop, bar, restaurant, dining

room “KRUNG THONG” & night club. Situated in

the centre of business and shopping district.

Enjoy your tours in THAILAND

with

U.l. TRAVEL SERVICE

(UNITED INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL SERVICE)
100 MANSION 1, RAJIDAMNERN AVENUE,
BANGKOK, THAILAND.

P.O. Box 2226, Cable “UISERVICE” BANGKOK Tel. 22724
BRANCHES OFFICES:
ERAWAN HOTEL : Tel. 56910

PENINSULA NOTEL : Tel. 37000
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