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ABSTRACT

This study aims to analyse the situation of Cancer disease and demographic
characteristics of Cancer patients in 8 Upper Northern provinces which are Chiang Mai,
Chiang Rai, Phayao, Lamphun, Lampang, Phrae, Nan and Mae Hong Son. It also analyses
the distribution of environmental-related health problem in the area, and suggest for further
research questions in health and environment problem-solving and policy for the Upper
North. This study analyses the overview of regional and provincial levels by using secondary
data from related organization, in particular, the provincial public health offices and Cancer
Units in both Chiang Mai and Lampang.

The study result shows that the Northern region had the highest rate of Cancer
patients, and Cancer deaths have continuously be the first rank in cause of death in every
province in the Upper North. Lamphun province had the highest increase rate of Cancer
deaths, for 8.5 times between 1999-2009. Lampang had the highest prevalence rate during
the same period, with the rate of 23 per thousand. Cancer type or position mostly found in
Northern provinces is Lung Cancer which are found mostly in Male patients. Other
environmental-related health problem is Respiratory Disease which has been the major
disease found in the Upper North, and Mae Hong Son province had the highest rate of
Respiratory Disease patients (61 per cent).

Results found from this research indicate that the population of the Upper North has
been threatened by polluted environment, especially from air pollution. Not only being
enhance by its topography, climate, and settlement locations, but also by human activities —
including urban growth, economic development, lifestyle, beliefs, and culture of its population
which have accelerated and worsened the air polluted situation. Therefore, there is an urgent

needed to solve and prevent this threatened situation.
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gne yigld N Rt
dunatdaaaene 107,640 116,085 223,725
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RIeE 589,890 608,328 1,198,218
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IWIBUIETINT (AM)
PWAIANELEN =~ -y -~
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73907Y 3
2550 2551 2550 2551
0-14 18 19 15 13 65
15-24 19 14 22 26 81
25-34 38 46 80 57 221
35-44 115 108 221 218 662
45-54 265 265 408 501 1,439
55-64 271 321 335 344 1,271
65-74 352 365 307 312 1,336
75+ 262 295 228 263 1,048
RIPEY 1,340 1,433 1,616 1,734 6,123
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59 2 0 5 4 3 14 1 1 2 1 0 5
10-14 3 5 3 4 0 15 6 4 4 2 2 18
15-19 3 1 6 9 7 26 3 4 4 4 7 22
20-24 4 4 4 1 6 19 11 5 6 9 7 38
2529 5 4 4 8 8 29 13 20 10 15 6 60
30-34 11 9 7 5 2 34 55 41 33 27 36 192
35-39 24 19 21 23 19 106 84 80 63 61 66 354
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75+ 147 148 155 143 176 769 111 105 125 140 145 626
T 810 820 858 836 890 4,214 1,006 984 935 1,000 986 4,911
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