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Executive summary

This study aims to develop a 10-year plan for Demand and Supply of health workforce providing Thai
traditional medicine (TTM) service in public health facilities under Ministry of Public Health. The study
also provides recommendations for development of the national strategy in TTM workforce development.
The synthetic research approach applied Demand and Supply framework.

The study reveals that there are 3,529 health workforces providing Thai traditional medicine services in
public health facilities. 261 of them are legitimate in practicing as TTM practitioners whereas 227
graduated without having a legitimate licensing. The rest of 3,041 TTM health workers are only
experienced in short course trainings.

By applying service target method to project the requirement of TTM workforce, there is a need for
10,789 and 22,378 for TTM practitioners and TTM assistances accordingly. Increasing percent of TTM
workers from 3 to 7% each year until situated found that it requires 10-24 years to develop TTM
workforce to achieve the coverage of all proposed posts in public health facilities, and the annual
potential figures of TTM practitioners and TTM assistances should be 324-1,080 and 671-2,238
respectively.

With the limited of well-educated and high-skilled TTM teachers, the supply projection in TTM educational
institutes is likely to be steady stage recruitment with 5% annual increase scenarios. Thus the expected
number of supply projection of TTM practitioners will be 10,893-11,873 in the next 10 years.

The policy recommendations are proposed according to the approach used
For demand side:
1. For production, the Ministry of Public Health should emphasize on a TTM services promotion at
district health system on both primary and secondary care.
2. For retention, the Ministry of Public health should stipulate a TTM practitioner and TTM
assistance as a civil servant’s post.
3. For management structure, local government is an alternative structure to develop TTM
personnel in the field.
4. For information system, information on core indicators should be strengthened for future
planning.

For supply side:
1. The standardized curriculum should be emphasized in both educational standard from Ministry of
education and professional standard from TTM professional committee.
2. The increase production of well-educated and high-skilled TTM teachers must be invested. This is
the sustainable way to produce good products in the future.
3. The non-legitimate TTM workforces practicing in public health facilities should be strengthened
for higher productivity.

In summary, a development of TTM based on public health facilities is the main strategy to integrate Thai
traditional medicine into Western medicine. A development of TTM workforce should be a preceding
priority and have collaboration from all partners. The preparation process is comprised of an appropriate
standard requirement for TTM workforce in each level of services, which is an input in the demand
projection. The required number will guide educational institutes to produce a consistent number with the
national health system needed. An employment system, a career path, financial and non-financial
incentives are required to retain TTM workforce to work happily and efficiently. The collaboration from all
partners is a key factor to promote and support the development of TTM workforce in Thai public health
system.
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