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ABSTRACT

In the past two decades high rise buildings have created
conflicts between those who want to preserve Chiang Mai as a
living ancient city and those who want to develop the city
to look alike modern western one. As more high rises were
constructed, more and more people realize the fact that not only
high rise buildings destroy the living historic city atmosphere
and the beautiful scenery of the cityscape, but they also
obstruct the city ventilation and give negative impact to general

public health.

High rise building: Its impact on health and the future of
Chiang Mai city is a book published as a relevant activity with
a research project entitled Health Impact Assessment (HIA)
from high rise building in Chiang Mai City conducted by
an academic group from Chiang Mai University. The afore-
mentioned research project was funded by the Health
System Research Institute. The assessment was a support to
the response of the Chiang Mai resident against the new 12-
stories Chiang Mai municipal office building project to be
constructed by the Ping River. This book is co-published by the
Health System Research Institute (HSRI) and the Urban Develop-
ment Institute Foundation (UDIF) and funded by the HSRI.



This book is divided into 3 parts: First is the development of high
rise building in Chiang Mai. Nonglak Disthawong, a volunteer of
UDIF organizes a chronology of high rise development from
several documents to demonstrate the linkages between the
development of high rise building and the national development

policy super imposed on this city.

Second is compilation of various view points about the relation-
ship of public health policy and the high rise building in this city.
Danai Klawleaw of the HSRI summarizes general information
on the basic understanding on public health policy and the
health impact assessment. Assistant professor, Dr. Phongtape
Wiwatanadej, Faculty of Medicine, Chiang Mai University writes
about the urban heat island which he thinks is related to
more construction of structures, particularly high rise buildings.
The article of late Professor An Nimmanhemint on the problems
of high rise building in Chiang Mai and the report of the Health
Impact Assessment (HIA) from high rise building in Chiang
Mai City, done by Chiang Mai University academics are
condensed by Danai Klawleaw. Dr. Pramaha Boonchuay Sirintaro,
the rector of the Maha Chulalongkorn Rajawittayalai - the monk
univeristy elaborates about the Chiang Mai city spiritual.
Dr. Duongchan Apavatjrut Charoenmuang, researcher of the
Social Research Institute, Chiang Mai University states about the

problems and solutions for high rise buildings in Chiang Mai.



How high rise buildings are related to the quality of local
government is explained in the article of Dr. Tanet Charoenmuang,
director of the Local Government Studies Project. Visual
pollution in Chiang Mai was written by the late Associate
Professor Sang-aroon Ratkasikorn, Faculty of Architecture,
Chulalongkorn University. Mr. Rachan Weerapan, former
chairman of the Chamber of Commerce writes how inappropriate
high rise buildings are to the development of Chiang Mai
city. The second part also includes the cartoon of the impact
of high rise building to the health of Chiang Mai residents by
Chulalak Chaichom.

Third is focused on the lesson drawn from this case to show
how public health policy process is related to the high rise
building issue in Chiang Mai. Lessons from the movement of
local people towards high rise buildings and how public policy

can help preventing the problems are summarized in this book.
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Ackerman S, Heat island- more, http://www.zunis.org/heat_islands_more.htm.

Ackerman S, Urban heat island, http;//cimss.ssec.wisc.edu/WXWise/
heatisl.html.

Akbari H, Heat island group home page, http://EETD.LBL.gov/Heatland.

Akbari H. Working to cool urban heat island, distributed document. Environ
mental Defense Fund, The health effects of urban heat, http://
www.myworld.org/programs/GRAP/90Plus/mortality.html.
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Rosenfeld AH, Romm JJ, Akbari H, Lloyd AC, Painting the town white and
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