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INTRODUCTION

When preparations were being made for the Seminar on Azcheoclogy to
be held at the Fine Arts Area Unit 3 (Sukhothai and nearby provinces), I consulted
with Prince Subhadratis Tiskul, chief curator of the Fine Arts Department, and other
scholars about the selection of subjects to be presented and discussed at the
Seminar—such as customs, costumes, history, music, architecture, ete. of old Sukhothai.
in short, the civilization of old Sukhothai. After I had selected the subjects the next
task was to look for authorities to present them. When it came to the subject,
“Ceramic Ware of the Sukhothai Period,” it was agreed that I should invite
Mzr. Kraisri Nimmanahaeminda to give the lecture, for it was well known that he
had made extensive investigations of the subject and would do a good job of inform-
ing us. But after the fashion of the learned Mr. Nimmanahaeminda replied that
he would be happy to lecture and to take part in the Seminar, but that he feared
the subject " Ceramic Ware of Sukhothai Perjod” was too broad, and beyond his
knowledqa and he would prefer ML‘QN nkumpaeng Glazed Potterv.” We
Ig, realizing that it had a close

connection with the pottery oi/S hotHaL o\ it was agreed, and M:. Nim-

“'

manahaeminda was pleased fp\ ot vhich the Fine Arts Department

arranged to meet in the shad graye snear the kilns in Muang Kao

Township, Muang Sukhothai QSukhothui, and he leclured

The recder will see that Mr. Nimmanahaeminda has investigated the
subject thoroughly. The lecture will be most useful for the study of Listory and
archeology. In this connection, the Fine Arts Department is gathering the lectures
that were presented at the Seminar, and the answers to the gquestions that were
raised there, together with pictures and diagrams, for publication in a future volume.
Because many subjects are to be treated in the one volume, and this involves a
variety of tasks, the work of preparation is slow, but the book will surely be

published on a future occasion.


sas
nlt1


At the end of August 1960, Mr. Nimmanchaeminda came to see me at
the National Museum in Bangkok and expressed the desire to publish his lecture,
“ Sankampaeng Clazed Pottery”, and distribute it to friends and relatives as a memen.
to on the occasion of the family celebration of the birthday of his father, Mr. Kee
Nimmanahaeminda, who will reach 6 cycles or 72 years of age on November 1,
1860. I am happy to accede to this wish, having a deep respect for the gentleman
whose birthday is thus to be observed. On the same occasion, Mz, Kraisri Nim-
manahaeminda wishes to make the lecture available for sale to others who may be
interested in it as a means of disseminating knowledge of Lannathai culture and
arts. The proceeds will be placed in a fund for public charity. I rejoice in, and

support this idea, feeling that publication for friends and relatives alone would

limit the scope of the lecture.

Mr. and Mrs, Nunmc:?u -(’-t‘ 4 A

good, both in the atfairs of the/

disposition, with compassion, kindmne :-s ™% v, toward all. They are known

B

/ . :

g Q-provmces Their children
o \“ﬁ\v'é‘f‘%d'

also follow in their footsteps in h “,- csarne ?ues. I myself have been the

object of kindness and generosity of ﬁ!ﬂ Lhe\ﬂ&ents and their children.

and loved by the people both i

On this happy occasion when Mr. Kee Nimmanchaeminda attains
6 cycles of years, may the power of the Three Gems and of all the merit-
orious acts which he, together with his wife and children have performed with a
magnanimous and generous spirit, bring to Mr.Kee Nimmanchaeminda and his

family an abundance of years, health, happiness, strength of body and mind, and
wealth.

Dhanit Yupho

Fine Aris Depariment
Bangkolk, September 17, 1960
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PREFACE

1t was an honor to be invited to participate in the Seminar on Archeo-
logy which the Fine Arts Department held at old Sukhothai City in Sukhothai Pro-
yince, from March 28 to April 3, 1960, and to give a lecture on the subject of
Sankampaeng pottery.

With regard to Sankgm s
subject since the first time lt/ll\i s
and have continued studies ang
ture, the newspaper Siam ﬁk syl
and relatives, requested that i .:_1__‘-_':“; fedfugain, and include copious illus-
trations. Furthermore, friends op@Archuﬂ& requested that a translation in
English should be added. So 1 began the preparation, coincident with the fact that
on November 1, 1960, Mr. Eee Nimmanahaeminda, my father, will reach the age
of 6 cycles. In order to celebrate this auspicious occasion, his children and friends
wished to print a book as a memento. It was agreed that my lecture be published,
with a portion of the copies to bs disiributed to relatives and friends who are
present for the celebration of my father’s birthday. Another portion will be sold to
interested readers, with the proceeds going to charity.

When Indiana University sponsored an exhibition of Thai arts which
was collaborated by the United States Covernment, the committee to select
objects for exhibition had acquired many specimens of Sankampaeng and
EKalong pottery from my collection, some of them are shown in the illustrations
at the end of this booklet.  This exhibit will be shown in different important

museums in the United States for a period of over six months.

Insamuch as the copyright to this lecture belongs to the Fine Arts De-
pariment, I wish to thank the Director General of the Depariment for his gracious
permission to publish this volume and for the ‘high honor he has bestowed upon
me and my family by writing a moving introduction. I wish alse to thank the Gover-

nor of Chiengrai Province and M:. Vipat Chutima, who kindly lent me pieces of
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Kalong pottery to be photographed for illustrations for the book, and Mr. Chutimaq,
in particular, for taking it upon himself to examine pottery kilns in Payao District,
Chiengrai Province, and for the new discovery which is thought to be a pottery
kiln at Chanchwa Township, Mae Chan District, Chiengrai Province, and also at

Ban Pongdaeng, Mae Kaoton Township, Pan District, Chiengrai Province. I hereby
also thank Dr. John F. Brohm, Mr. Herb r?l‘ﬁ rether, Mr. Alexander Brown Griswold
and Mr. Prasert Churat who read -@g

cxﬁ’ d made useful suggestions in

Fahham, Chiengmai
September 21, 1960
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SANKAMPAENG GLAZED POTTERY

O

THE DISCOVERY

In the north of Thailand, which at one time was the seat of the King-
dom of Lannathai, a glazed pottery kiln had already been found at Kalong before
the present discovery. Kalong is near the village which is now called Tungman.
(Tungman means “the field of the Burmese”. The villagers of this area came from
the village of Tunagman in Lampang Province quite recently) Tungman is located
in Huafai Township, Vieng Papao District, Chiengrai Province. The man who
discovered this kiln was Phya Nagara Pra Ram, and he reported the discovery of
the Kalong pottery in the Journal of 1 ociety, Number 29, Section 1,
Bugust 1936.

\Y

B

;et.y\: Phya Nagara Pra Ram
Y ﬂ older than glazed pot-

Hoalland he also came to the
0 —pro Yi'on had been in the hands
of the Thai when they were still living 1&4 E(‘u\ ern part of China. He assumed
that when the Thai migrated into the southeast Asian peninsula, they brought with
them this knowledge of glazed pottery. All pottery produced at Sawankalok
(Chalieng) and Sukhothai he therefore took to be much more recent than those

N/

In his report in the J'uu?"lﬁ of
expressed the belief that the potter
tery produced in Sawankalok (Chm . .\g (G

conclusion that the knowledge of gla

produced at Kalong,

The views of Phya Nagara Pra Ram were contested by Dr. Reginald
le May in an article which appeared in the Journal of the Siam Soriefy, Number

31, Section 1, March 1939. It was Dr.le May's contention that the Kalong kilns
were not much older than the fifteenth or sixteenth century at the most and

this opinion I am supporting here.

One day in 1952 I accidentally discovered a new kiln site while

traveling in the forest atthe Township of Ontai, Sankampaeng District, Chiengmai
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Province. This point is about twenty-three kilometers
walled city of Chiengmai.

to the east of the
Here I first noticed a great many shards scattered

about in the forest. Inquiries directed at the nearby villagers concerning these

broken remain proved iruitless. The people there are all mew migrants into the

area and no one knew why the ahurds’shuuld be scattered about there, how

long they had been there, or 8&&%{% about the local history of Ontai.
N\
@ '"3\
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THE STONE INSCRIPTION OF MUN DABRUAN.

After making a survey, I found no less then eighty-three kiln sites
in the area. Near a mound which I assumed was an old kiln, there is a ruined
monastery called Wat Chiengsaen. It is situated on the bank of a stream called
the Mae Phahaen, 1.5 kilometers north of the village of Patung in Ontai Town-
ship. A second ruined monastery lies on the slope of a hill called Kiu Yadaeng
two kilomsters to the south of Patung. At Wat Chiengsaen 1 discovered a
square -shaped stone pillar about 1,20 meters high that was half-buried in the
ground with only the top part exposed After digging up this stone pillar, |
noticed inscriptions on the four ?‘n a?'ukhothqi characters. The upper part
of the pillar had been brok@ K) wnly the lower part with the
inscriptions still intact. After Teg v;—.. ‘9
modern Thai, the following :J/t (L eonbis

/'\

e When EKing Si ,_\\},;\,\;A‘y anukkuvqlh Rajadhiraja became
ing of Chiengmai, he besto e\ e wulled Atijavanana Pavarasiddhi
the title of Mun Dabruen. élm E’e‘_r\a the Monkey, in the Litile Era of 850
(1488 A.D,), sixth month, eighth day of the waxing moon, Mun Dabruan invited all
the devout Buddhists of the area, including, for instance, the people of Pulao, lo

gather together to build a preaching hall, a stupa and a library for the scriptures.
When the project was completed, he named the monastery he had constructed
Salakalyanamahantarama. When the King of Chiengmai heard of this meritmaking,
he designated the part of the monasiery precinct to be used as an ordination
hall. Then Mun Dabruan invited monks, including for example Mahathera
Sundara of Wat Mun Pai ond Mahathera Vaijirabodhi of Wat Mun Kruen,
logether with other monks, nine in number, to come and be patrons
of the new monastery he had built. In the year Little Era 851 (1488 A.D,),
the King of Chiengmai gave land valued at 540,000 cowrie shells to Mun Dabruan
and Mun Dabruan in turn presented the same land to the monastery he had
built. In so doing he referred to Pan Nanaransri, Lam Roi Brahma, Lem Som
Dabruan and many other people as witnesses to the fact that he had given the
land to Salakalyanamahantarama. In addition, Mun Dabruan purchased twenty-
five families of slaves, numbering seventy-eight people in all, and presented them

to this new monastery which he had built. He also donated money for the follcwing:
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To construct the stupa—19,900 cowrie shells.

To construct the preaching hall—11,700 cowrie shells.

To construct the library—21,000 cowrie shells.

To make palm-leaf manuscripts—20,000 cowrie shells.
To make covers for the manuscripte—1,000 cowrie shells.

To cast five brounze éwﬂ &f the Buddha—-6,000 cowrie shells.

In addition, Ml’n
an endowment fund, 'the/fﬁl
for the daily serving of te
whosoever shall take awayy th =;03,\~ Yol A3
that they shall all be burnt

The above texi was inscribed on the stone pillar in the year Little Era
853, or 1491 A.D. during the reign of King Pra Yod Chiengrai and while the
Salakalyanamahantarama was being constructed. At the present time this is the
previously referred to ruined monastery which the local villagers call Wat Chieng-
saen. No permanent remains of the original monastery now exist except the big
stupa, and this has already been rebuilt or renovated so that no one can tell what

its original form may have been. But the people af Ontai still venerate this ruin.

BAs to the five bronze Buddha images referred to in the inscription there
remain only two at the present time. The abbot of Wat Patung has removed these
fo his own monastery in the village of Patung. These two images are of the
“lion” type: the Buddha sits with legs crossed in the lotus posilion and with the
right hand on the right knee in the attitude of calling the Earth to witness (called
by the Thai samadhibejra maravijaya, and often referred to as the “early Chiengsaen”
type). From knee to knee the larger of the iwo measures 1.15 meters, and from the
pedestal to the ushnisha it is 1.56 meters high. The smaller image yielded measurement
of 0.78 meter and 1.50 meters for the some features. These two images have @
sirange appearance when compared with all other “lion” type Buddha that I have
previously seen. Their faces tend to be oval rather than round in shape, the lai-
ter being a typical characteristic of the “lion” type. All around the pedestal of
the smaller image appears inscriptions in Sukhothai characters, which translated

into the modein language, read:
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“In the Year of the Monkey, fifth year of the decade, this Lord of the
Rains was founded by Mun Dabruan, for all the people to worship. The metal
content amounts to 100,000 weight (about 135 kilograms). All the merit accruing

from this deed is to be shared by all beings in the round of transmigrations.”

The year inscribed on the Buddha immage is the same year mentioned in
the stone inscription. The title “Lord of the Rains” indicates that this figure of the
Buddha was cast to bring warmth and moisture to the village, and the villagers
of Patung call this image “the Lord of the One Hundred Thousand Showers” to
this day. In any year when theze is a prolonged drought, the villagers will take

this image from the moncstery ! rocession as a medans of asking
Q
ok

for rain.

farm land valued at 540,000Zcowiy shsllehy/Min-Pabruan prove that he must have
NN
v o ber of slaves, and the economic
condition of these slaves must ha ﬁeg ?ﬁw&d indeed or they would never have
been able to help their lord bring such’ a large monstery to completion. What lays
behind the good economic position of Mun Dabruan’s slaves? I believe that it was
simply because they were industrious and because they were engaged in a very
good profession of making pottery. From the eighiy three mounds which were
later proved to be old kiln sites and which were found scattered all over the forest
surrounding the monastery built by Mun Dabruan, it would be logical to conclude
that the slaves of Mun Dabruan were potters. I have made this assumption and I
I also assume thail the pottery kilns here must have been started sometimes during
the reign of Tilokaraja and were used through the successive reigns of Pra Yod
Chiengrai and Pra Muangkeo until the end of the Mengrai Dynasty, when Lanna-
thai lost her independence to Burma in 1558 A.D. We call this period, covering

about one hundred vears, the “Golden Age” of Lannathai.

The stone incription of Mun Dabruan mentions the people of Pulao
having come to help consiruct the Salakalyanamchaniarama. Who were these
Pulac people? Where did they live ? It would be difficult indeed to find evidence
that would tell us the answers fo these question. But Salakalyanamachantarama is

presently called Wat Chiengsaen by the people of Patung village. In the Chronicle
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of Chiengsaen, mention is made of several districts which were either part of
Chiengsaen or under its governmental jurisdicon. One of them was Pulao District,
I assume, therefore, that the people from Pulao referred to in the inscription could
be the people who came from the District of Pulao that was administered by
Chiengsaen. Why the people éﬁww%)o migrate from Chiengsaen to settle
in this area would be a var§ b
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A MING BLUE—-AND—-WHITE SHARD

While 1 was examining the shards surrounding one of the Samkampaeng
kiln sites, 1 discovered three pieces of Ming blue-and-white shards. One of these

pieces, which was from either a dish or a plate, had a Chinese inscription written

on the bottom which sald: “...Ming Hsuan-te Nien.Tsao,” (...Bf & .tt 3 i)
One word, belleved to be the “Ta” of “Ta Ming” was missing. Altogether this
translates as: ‘‘Made during the dynasty of Ta Ming in the reign of Hsuan-te,'”
i.e.. the fifth reign of the Ming Dynasty. ;I'hu relgn began in 1426 A.D. and ended
in the year 1435 A.D,, fifty-thr wmﬁ”}h‘o stone inscription of Mun Dabruan,
In &} Sam Fangkaen of Chiengmai,
/\’.\;’\‘ \@/is son, Tilokaraja. Probably

(9 .,
/\ Ca
AT
RRLS &
)y
L¥]

eays or more after the date of
o)
) '»}.
apdiwhit@pottery, all in perfect condition,
which were found in ruined ﬂ%ﬂ n-ilie-Towgehip of Onnua, Sankampaeng District,
which is about five kilometers na@ﬁ,ut\p\%e kiln site. Experts have confirmed
my opinion that these were all made during the early reigns of the Ming Dynasty.
I have therefore come to the belief that during the “Golden Age” of Lannathai,

and was contemporary Wil
who was forced to Ob'liljﬂ y
/

the pottery of Sunkumpi”n -

the Ming blue.and-white _sk kiln site. Furthermore, I have

S

Ming products were imported into this country as pattern for shapes and decorative
designs (but of course not as samples or colors), and there may even have been
Chinese potters coming to this country to teach the local people how to make
glazed pottery. Similary in Sawankalok and Sukhothai there must also have been
Chinese instructors who came there to help the people manufacture glazed pottery

because there are evidences of Chinese design in all the pottery gathered there.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE SANKAMPAENG KILNS

As I have already noted, we have found eighty-three mounds in San.
kampdeng which we believe to be old kiln sites, all situated along the streams
called Mae Phahaen and Mae Lan, which are both major streams, and aleng
smaller streams which drain into them. Each mound is about five meters in
diameter, and surrounding them are heaps of shards. Teak trees several hundred
vears old are growing on and in the vicinity of certain mounds. Some of these
trees were cut during the European exploitu;ion of the forest in that area about
forty vears ago but their stumps r@{mum% E::ounds. This is proof that the

)

mounds have been left undistur§e /_\‘*‘:,\\\ hundred years.
0

< 1/
I have excavnted/f'ﬁ i

dance of hardened drippings gof &bumt to a red color, but I

(’!é/'ﬂ some bricks, but they were
A

%@gf I have concluded, therefore,
that brick work was not used in thélﬂxhkch aeng kilns as it was in those of

Sawankalok, Sukhothai and Kalong. Instead the Sankampaeng potters tunneled

into the hillside to form their kilns and covered the opening of the hole with
bricks or clay. Where the site was flat and no tunnel could bs made, they simply
dug a hole in the ground and covered the top with bricks und the earth from the
hole formed the mound which appears at the present time, This type of kiln is
also known to the Thai in Yunnan, China. One Thai who came from the district of
Thai Nua in Yunnan once told me that the Thai people atMuangBo (Mong Wo)and
Mucng Gungma in that province still used the same method of digging tunnels to
be used as kilns for {iring poitery. In Sankampoeng 1 asked several villagers
about the kilns, and they all agreed that they had not noticed any in which bricks
had been used. Because of the lack of such masonry, I presume that the Sankam-
paeng kiln were not permanent in nature They were to bz used for a few times
only, by which time the intense heat inside the kiln caused part of the roof to
collapse and a new kiln had 1o be made. This may explain why I found so many
kilns, and there may be many more if a proper survey is conducted bacause all

the mounds were found in dense forest and were difficult to approach.

The Sankampaeng pottery has opague rether than iranslucant glaze
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when compared with the pottery of Ealong. Mr. Bunyun Wuttisan, a modern potter
of Chiengmai who produces celadon ware, explained to me that the Sankampaeng
glaze was opaque because the temperature developed in the kiln was relatively
low. If a higher temperature had been emploved and the {lames had been allowed
to pass by the pottery in the kiln, all the glaze would have been fused and would
have become translucent. But in order to accomplish this, a better technique of
kiln-making was necessary and the chimneys would have been more properly
proportioned. Kilns fashioned out of simple holes in the ground could not be

axpecied to produce a translucent glaze. Tha presence of great heaps of shards

kilns must have caused a gre =.-¢,,, ""“ me!hcxency and the damage of
many products. )

\V/ Ve

X 'S /AN

sied/ pottery at Sankampaeng is that the

rims and the bases of the cu?y 3&\‘;-;_,‘ er. Presumably, in firing these
cups the potters arranged them ﬂ”t rnati @ers, base-to-base and rim-to-rim,
until they were stacked four or five v\e'ls deep. The {lames was then allowed
to pass through these until the glaze melted. In certain places where too much
glaze had been used, the rims of the cups would fuse or stick together, and
so today we can at least understand from such evidences how the firing was
accomplished. Near the kiln sites I noticed several saggars. 1 believed these
were emploved only for unusualy fine pieces of pntiery. They have four holes
and have the same shape as the Chinese saggars at present employed in poitery
works. Sankampaeng clazing techniques can bas contrasted with those employed
at Sawankalok and Sukhothai, where the rims and bases are entirely glazed
over. This indicates that the pottery at the latter sites were not piled in layers
or they would have stuck or fused to one another. Instead pontils, or sometimes
stands, made ot clay, were used and the individual pieces of pottery were allowed
to sit on them while the flame passed through. There is, therefore, in all such

ware a round black circle beneath the base which indicated the use of a pontil.
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LOCATION OF THE KILNS

A question which naturally arises is why these kilns happened 1o be
located in the Township of Ontai, Sankampaeng District. After studying the location
1 found several reasons which would have justified the choice of this area. In the
first place the kilns were not very far removed from the ancient trade route between
Chiengmai and Lampang. The traders followed a route which led them directly
through Sankampaeng, Ontai Township, and Tachompu. The location of the kiln
near this route made it convenient to send the products to the markets of Chiengmai,
Lampun and Lampang. A second reason is that the location is close to the source
of raw materials, both clay and glaze, There was also plenty of water arcund the
kiln sites because of the several streams in that area. Under the bed of the siream
called Mae Lan I noticed a white earth which looked very similar to the Chinese
kaolin used in the production of high grade pottery. In the forest surrounding ihe
sites was a great guantity of natural fire-wood. Among the trees growing thers is
one called Makawtamu (Quercus velutina) which is found in large numbers. According
to the previously mentioned potter, Mr. Bunyun Wauilisan, the ashes from lsaves
and wood from this Makawtamu, when mixed in the ratio of four-to-nine with ihe
earth gathered from the rice fields and put in a water solution, produce the green
glaze called celadon. The = ﬂml was used io draw designs under the glaze.

After firing, the red e -'-"‘"."'15 me dark brown or black., There is prooi
that red earth contains h1

iois of iron oxide. This red eaith can be

found in abundance m!/
2N

be reachsd on loot in'half 3 “ 49]from the Sankampaeng site. For all of

these reasons these kﬁs ," ' Ve b ideally located.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE SANKAMPAENG POTTERY

From the excavations I have made and from the nature of the remains
which I found at Sankampaeng, I can now say that, with a few exceptions, the
pottery made there was inferior in workmanship to that made at Kalong, Sawan-
kalok or Sukhothai. Furthermore, the clay used was mixed with sand and was
not properly prepared. The glaze produced, which varied in color from light yellow
to light green, was opaque and less beautiful than that found at the more iamous
sites. The variation in these colors was caused by the {iring process and the
inadequacies of the kilns. Some pottery that was glazed a brown color as a result
of the use of red earth, mixed in 1%%[&[@)%#}::, was also found, but it was not
piesent in such abundant quuntt@. : y)

N/

-oe

A variety of shupa/l\

v‘A

0 ei @iso had black or dark brown
designs beneath the gloze. Ecch ¢ e\‘bncient kilns made its own tvpe of
pottery; thus in certain kilns only cups and saucers were made, while in certain

others only vases and bottles were made.

In kilns at Hua Doi Ton, Husy Tonmuen and Laec Buaktaeng, which
were close together, all in Ontai Township, I noticed pottery with black designs
that had been beautifully executed. The workmanship and the designs are not
very difierent from those found in the pottery-making of Ealong. 1 took samples
of Sankampaeng potiery bearing designs of vines, flowers and lotus to European
friends who were fairly well acquainted with these types of designs and they
explained to me that the designs I showed them were very similar to those used

by the Chinese during the early part of the Ming Dynasty.

Moreover, I noticed at a kiln in the vincinily of the monastery of Mun
Dabruan an abundance of dishes with the design of two fish headed in opposite
direction. I believe this design came from the Chinese yin and yang, (& [%) the

symbol of the beginning of life and cne which is considered poient enoush 1lo
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keep human beings safe from all forms of bad luck. It is because of these
evidences that I believe there were probably some Chinese potters who had come
to teach the local potters, or, if not, that there were people there who had studieq
the Chinese pottery-making lechniquasq‘l‘ lsuch places as Sawankalok. and Sukhe.
thai. These seem to be the expla of %W’e;\uine Chinese designs could be
found in the pottery from these Rily ,@3",\\\ 7

e N
A P8
A &
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OTHER KILN SITES OF NORTH THAILAND

In addition to the kilns discoverd in the districts of Sankampaeng and
Vieng Papao (Ealong), Mr. Vipat Chutima has recently found another kiln site on
a stream called the Mae Tam in Cham Pawai Township, Payao, District, Chiengrai
Province, about ten kilometers south of the present town of Payac. Thus this is
the third discovery of a kiln site in North Thailand. From the shards which
Mr. Chutima has sent to me for study, I have found that the workmanship and the
raw material used in the Payao pottery are all very close to those of Sankampceng
and Kalong. I believe, therefore, that the newly discovered kilns of Payao are of
the same antiquity as the other kilns found elsewhere in North Thailand, but they

certainly deserve further :esaurchwquéqyoz N

@
2

gz ,
SN Y
8 >
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,?ﬁper ranges of the mountain

At one time, whil}l\d WS :
called Doi Tong Pha-ang, Sringdi@komwnshisiSen

isai District, Chiengmai Province,

and separate origing scattered
otei these sherds were of Sawan-

éd to Sankampaeng and Kalong,

1 discovered a variety of pot
about the mountain top in som

and even Ming polychrome and blue-and-white sherds were present. Why these
pottery remains should have been scattered about at such an altitude represents
a difficult problem to solve. I searched about the area, but nowhere could 1 find
any confirmation of the supposition that there might have been some kilns. Moreover,
at such an altitude the problems of transportation and water supply would have
been grievous ones in any such undertaking. At present I cannot venture any

conclusion about this find.

In modern Chiengmai and Chiengrai, the production of the green glaze
pottery known as celadon still goes on. But this is a rather recent development.
The potters who started the modern kilns in Chiengmai were Thai Shans and
came from Muang Gung, which is in the Shan State, Burma, quite close to the
town called Muang Tuan. They migrated to Chiengmai City and set up a kiln
at the village near the White Elephant Gate about sixty years ago. The pot-
ters who orginally came were Chong Yi, Eamton and Chong EKam. Now their
descendants are still carrying on the making of celadon ware under the similar

technique employed by ancient Sankampaeng potters. In Chiengrai, Shan potters
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were also responsible for founding modern celadon industry. Originally,

however, Shan knowledge of how to make pottery is said to have come ifrom

Chiengmai. It was one among man liulwml influences, including the Thai Yuan
&gi

sect of Buddhism, which Chi@ Q%’peqed te have passed on io our
's /;:7‘)- {6)

northerly brethren. /f/’«’f%
Y AN L

9;
R
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RELATIONSHIP TO THE POTTERY OF SUKHOTHAI PERIOD

I have already sought to establish the antiquity of the Sankampaeng
kilns by references to the stone inscription of Mun Dabruan and the Ming blue-
and-white shard of the fifth reign of the Ming Dynasty, and by pointing out the close
relationship of the decorative designs on the pottery to those found on early Ming
pottery from China. From these evidences we believe that the Sankampaeng kilns
were made during the reign of King Tilokaraja of Chiengmai and continued to be
used until the end of the Mengrai Dynasty: i.e., from about the mid fifteenth to
about the mid sixteenth century A.D. This period we call the “Golden Age” of
Lannathai. But the Sankampaeng pottery indusiry probably did not endure for
very long and was ultimately abandoned. In the Burmese Chronicle entitled

the Glass Palace Chronicle it is stated that in the year 1558, when King Bayinnaung

of Burma invaded Chiengmai, he orde@isg{tw%s artisans and craftsmen of every
(LY .
type to be taken to Burma and ras@ nPeau spsavati). I presume, therefore,

that the Sankampaeng potters must n to Burma during this period

and that this was the reason wi;\;(. sibis were abandoned.

/S
The Kingdom of Suk ,:;./'v 4dé¥ of Lannathai were closely
related to one another, culturally 5:66: e er formed part of a single

ethnic unit. It is true that the Kingdom o ﬂlho\h\: had received a great deal of
cultural influence from the Khom or Ehmer while the Kingdom of Lannathai had been
greatly influenced by Mon culture which was then still present in Haribhunjaya or
Lampun. But in addition to this Sukhothai Kingdom was situated closer ro the sea
and therefore had a better chance of having relationships with foreign countries
like China, India, Ceyvlon and the Mon Kingdom than did the Kingdom of Lannathai
This explains why Sukhothai was more advanced than Lannathai in the arts and
letters of those days. In fact, the national culture of Lannathai largely included
those elemenis which had been received from Sukhothai and from diiferent countries

by way of Sukhothai.

After the Sukhothai kingdom had lost its suppremacy and had been
incorporated in the newly founded Thai state with its capital at Ayudhya, Buddhist
arts and letters reached their highest peak in Chiengmai, the period which we call
the “Colden Age” of Lannathai. Once Sukhothai had fallen inlo the hands of
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Ayudhya, the northern provinces formerly subordinate to Sukhothai and whose
borders adjoined those of Lannathai began shifting their allegiance to Chiengmai.
One of the governors of ihese northern provinces was Phya Yudhisthira, the
Governor of Chalieng or Sawankalok. (In the Yonok Chronicle he is called Phya
Yudhish Chieng, the Governor of Songkwe, i.e., Pitsanulok). This man had evacuated
all the people of Chalieng or Sawankalok, and according to Ayudhya chronicle
came to Chiengmai to ask for the protection of King Tilokaraja in the year 1447 A.D.
(In the Yonok Chronicle it is the year 1451 A,D.) Afterward, the whole of the
defunct Kingdom of Sukhothai became a baitlefield between the great army
of King Tilokaraja of Chiengmai on the one hand and that of King Parama
Trailokanartha of Ayudhyva on the other. As the two armies fought, sometimes one
side gained the advantage and at other times their opponents were successful. At
one point the Chiengmai army was able to occupy the provinces of Sawankalok
and Sukhothai, and when the army eventually retreated to Chiengmai it took with
it all the native people of these provinces. It is my belief that when this was done

the potters of Sawankalok and Su ﬂmwfre probably taken to Chiengmai and
in Sawankalok and Sukhothai

started a new pottery industry

ceased operations.

Phya Yudhishthuz ) -‘\'-. -
having taken the people fro
Tilokaraja, was deputed by thcu/
is believed to be a district of the Ac‘pﬂ‘i\l oif Chiengsaen. He did not remain
there long, but was transferred to Payao where he was also given the governor-
ship. There he must have enjoyed a very long tenure because he is mentioned in
the Chronicle of the Sandalwood Image, where it is said of him that he was gover-
nor in the year 1482 A.D, when he removed the sandalwood statue of the Buddha
from the Wat Nongbua to a newly constructed monastery called Wat Donchai. The
discovery of kiln sites in Payao my also prove to be a confirmation that Phya
Yudhishthira had taken potters from Sawankalok and Sukhothai io start a pottery

industry in Payao.

1i we believe that Phya Yudhishthira brought potters from Sawankalok
and Sukhothai to Lannathi, why, one may ask, are all the products at the kiln
sites of Sankampaeng and Ealong diiferent as to the color of the glaze, the method
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of firing, the quality of the workmanship and the style of the designs from those
found at the more southerly siles? 1 have these reasons to advance. So far as
workmanship is concerned, when these potters were taken from Sukhothai to
Chiengmai they were, naturally, apportioned to officers of the Chiengmai army as
a reward for bravery in the war. As a result the potters were probably scaitsred
for and wide as they were taken to setile down in various places with their new
overlords A group which was composed of potters of superior skill would centinue
to prodﬁce pottery of high quality as at Kalong. But if the group contained only
inierior potters, relatively poer products would be manufactured as at Sankampaeng.
As to the distinctively diiferent glaze color, this can be explained by the difference
in the clay available and the difference {ﬂ ltha wood ash used. Some of the trees

used in Sukhothai probably did n w_in t %{; northerly location where the

terrain was more mountainous u:i@ _@7’5‘"‘- \w ewhat cooler. No doubt there
a "—{' ; .,3\

%_t(ypes of ash, and finally the

)
Q> 1
:pﬁaduce a color and quality
wkalok and Sukhothai. The

was some experimentation to g.ﬁd 0

7N
tree called Makawiamu was disfc: FErad

of pottery wvery close to thu¢ . \.\

differences in designs I believe »»\‘-\ Pl
2

kalok and Sukhothai potters proba

Jopted 6%113 that were familiar to the
in whidl Line’

native people of the new locale in whic were seitled. Had thev retained

the designs with which they themselves were familiar, it might have proved more

difficult to interest the local people in their wares. As 1o the paired fish designs,

which, I have already noted, were emblematic of yin and yang ( £ % ) in Chinesze
symbolism of the beginning of life, I am still at a loss why this emblem was
prevalent on Sankampaeng wares only; none has been found on Kaleng wares,
and yet both wares were presumed to be of the same antiquity. This would make
an interesting subject for research. Methods, employed at Sankampaeng for
constructing kilns by tunneling into the hillsides or digging holes into the ground,
were somewhat different from those of Sukhothai, Sawankalok and EKalong. At
these latter places kilns were permanently constructed with bricks. This is another
interesting subject for further research why there was such a big difference in the
method of making kilns. However, Mr. Bunyun Wuttisan, the modern celadon potter
of Chiengmai, once informed me that is friends in Sawankalok told him that they
had found several kilns at Sawankalok, which had actually been tunneled into the
steep banks of the Mae Yom River. I have not yet been able to inspect these

and am not therefore, in a positlion to confirm their structural methods.
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CONCLUSION

After the downfall of the Kingdom of Sukhothai, her former northern
provinces became a battleground between the armies of Chiengmai and Ayudhya,
In 1447 A.D. when Avyudhya gained the supremacy of the northern territory,
Phya Yudhishthira, the Governor of Chalieng (Sawankalok), revolted against the
Eing of Ayudhya and came to ask for protection of Tilokaraja of Chiengmai. He
must have brought with him many potters of Sawankalok who later seitled down
and resumed their craft in Lannathai, their new home. When it was the turn of
Chiengmai to gain the supremacy, WILM}‘” the Sukhothai and Sawanka-

priscners of war were alloted t

Among these caplives there mf‘,ﬁ’ hs '
When peace was restored man to the war lords to rule over,
Naturally the prisoners of war, the i ¥¥ to follow their new masters
ners had seitled down, they
probably established the pottery in&ﬂrk h\ hich they had aclready had the

experience of operation. This accounts for the many kiln sites located in Sankam-

wherevar the latter had their posts?,

paeng, Kalong, Phyao and two other newly found places in Chiengrai Province.
I strongly believe that these old kilns were the handiwork introduced by the potters
of Sawankalok and Sukhothai and they are all contemporary in antiquity.

From what I have noticed, the glazed potiery of Sankampaeng must
have started during the reign of King Tilokaraja of Chiengmai about the end
of the f{ifteenth century, AD. The industry must have been continuing on until the
end of the Mengrai Dynasty. When Bavinnaung of Burma invaded Chiengmai
and her dependencies in 1558 A.D., he ordered all artists, artisans and craftsmen
of almost every line removed from Lannathai to Pegu {Hansavati), Burma, The

Sankampaeng kiln must have been abandoned ever since.
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The circular designs used

here and elsewhere in this booklet
are common motifs that are usually

found on Sarkampaeng ware.
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ABBREVIATIONS TO EXPLAIN ILLUSTRATIONS

SEP i Sankampaeng
KL e Kaleng
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SKP Dish, vellow gray with black design, diameter 27.0 ¢m.
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