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Si Thep : A Center of Early Civilization in the Pa Sak River Basin
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Si Thep : A Center of Early Civilization in the Pa Sak River Basin
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Map showing location of Si Thep Historical Park.
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Prang Si Thep as seen during the survey by Prince Damrong Rajanubhab in 1904,
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R =

TR L h mwﬁdmnm?L%:am.mamm’j'muﬁﬁu

S 997 Tusannenmissui oo eand inea
Sulerfauessuusius i unud Tuga
n’mﬁu‘lﬁﬁmiﬁaﬁ%‘wLmﬁmuﬁwﬁm o Nqu
anunglullosrmn laun Tusuannu
UsedeBm wazlusuanulsdaesiitios
FalusuanIui © ureliongsnns
APNTIWT o0 wé’ngmﬁwumnmwﬂﬁuimm
ﬂmuuﬁﬂﬂﬁtﬁu’iﬁmaﬁmuméﬁiﬁgnﬁmﬂﬁd

Willuialumaummeluszeends egnelsfiany

fusruanutlsrepaesiitos

, , TusruanIudnuanilanavogusniiloars imm
rang Song Phi Nong monument. A .

Tagrseenlilszinn o flawnas IFei5uni
Usnan iumanuimandngunalumusdinuinderginiunninlusuanulsed
A uardsnfaedition Tngunssliongsuaioiumalaeiamessunngd dilidu
anUsriunilaluiFoennurainrateniaiauessuiiiiowns mn afesonfiunisfinnisy

aoluluoune eAMUNTLINTRAUDINAILNINIIMIIAIUEassu Lo lus I uLvail



Gen

lusruanut/s g
Prang Ruesi monument.

fosrFinmiaduegldisn doo T Feduameliifetszinalanownannisswi
o6 Fathgtiuindmnedaluaunsameineuussnmsauaaoiiuies ld deduiiusiudiu
TnafrelFanuailsludesnisifinlsnszunn watiltesnniiteslusmumail \ugudnany
NNITAN %’qﬁEiﬂumnmatiwuiﬂuﬁ%aewﬂﬂ?m"mﬂmLLwa"ﬁ'Lﬁm vinlgAuADIONeNW
Lﬂaauma”lﬂmwaﬂLmaa‘luwuwLmﬂwmﬂu‘mmul.an 1 maﬂ“lm“lﬂammumm‘mwuﬂ 3
wmm‘ﬁmu‘umﬂLanmmumﬂwmﬁﬁuu’Lumqﬂmﬁwmﬂm‘nw 9G NTOAUNNEANITIY

‘Iﬂ Ole) needanszyluuiin mLLﬂULLU.

iy 'Lﬁﬁﬂf:juﬂuawaw:J’mﬂﬁuﬁ:guﬁ'}maémﬁaiﬂmau
fieersmmifioUszana vo - o Tituun Tasmjsmumehfﬁmm
unuuarfinnufandeidendmnlusiuziiosusudidinaisa
yasuvesnuluefia faudinredlausswyguuodan mantiulnons
fanu uonaniszmmiluiesdudnaideludoandesnunsuosd

dnaanduazmwiuntindneidesnsmn Avwiulasinnisiansniude

v I g i lj! i k4 F: dil 1 s =1 =4 o & . -
WanorFnn® Falssanauluniesduiderntugasondioandmnly s 00as0admensmm
ofin Anu@elilAunslugiauneouenunifiguiu Tuiuiiu o s Worshipping ceremony for
= = e v i = = Si Thep dei!y.
ifou o wemntl xfiffuisaniasmenimn Tnguszaausnd
AN UNATEIANNTEUTENOUAIEDIMITNINIATY Hall LAZUNYATUIUINETIY UBNPIN
i gaildsrmaunanenquiilianuinisnlusuanumeludendnn eeniiui
Tunuanumaniudenalumauaniu wazdinsnnudnadnansiifumaummeuasdug

'E‘Nmzhﬁﬂumm%ﬁnﬁé’qﬁqmnﬁn@tﬂun@lmuﬁﬂmmQnﬁuﬁu L1095 NN



olcd

ACUAIIA:AIUENANYNMIDICUUSSSIUUODITODASINW

lusuanungsuen uandifuguamNAIILNAN I lussATgs

Khao Khlang Nok monument, showing a high aesthetic value.

msUssifiufumuazANNdNny (cultural significance) aeslusuanuiotiu
?%d2?'1ﬁty*ﬁ'qﬂ’l,uﬂﬁ*:‘ummmq%’nﬂuazu?m‘i'?"ﬂmﬂm"imﬁmu IWNSIZANUNANNITUAD N9
ousnilumuanusiudesinum ifqaumuazanudddune 9 veslusinaniu
wafuiiinelszaau Sedenarenissmuaulounglunisusmsdanisiusiuannud
mmm'%'ﬂm'ﬂuﬁmm'smﬁﬂ‘h‘rﬁawim‘n‘i"ﬂm&gmdﬁ%@ﬂummﬁﬂ'}ﬂﬂﬁ WAzAILNTOANTT
Fumaianni lifinansznumsaudenuiuaznnudidmetusuany dafu Sesudy
ﬁadm’mﬂmﬁ’]L!,a:fmuﬁ’zﬁmwmﬁmuﬁi‘ﬁ‘mmimﬁmamuLtﬁqﬁ’u°] Huifeedunoudies
fifiunislutuneudumunsziunstsmesamatusuanudelyl 1eaed mwiduiy
suflufesfinmuaztszifiuguauazanudifigmeiamuassu (cultural significance) i
‘l%ﬂa‘xn@umﬁ‘ﬁma‘mﬂLﬁ’e‘)ﬁ’lLﬁum?%’ﬂumﬁ?eg%’nﬁLLazﬁmm Wiofiey lduTounsuaziuama
Tume i zan LLa:ETJ‘L%‘gﬂ‘aHaLﬁﬁﬂﬁtﬁ@%\"ﬂﬁ'}maaxté‘aﬂﬂ?zneumiLaue%:a
dufuusanianlédndne

1

MndoyaniaimnisuaznadisirnuAoINTuarauidnue s saauiiine

Wiearsmw ausalszidiunualadai



AUAMIIAUNTININ ﬂmdqﬁﬁuﬁwﬂu o Usziiu fie Mlusiuaniu aanane
anualuTuanl wardnwazgiilsving Tuduaealusauanuiy wihnenaddlu Usd
iy uazianadansiition »: lilFuansnmumduiiluszaugs dewFoudivuTusmanu
Tugduuuifetumniioy eiidesnnlumuamumaniifanmldauysal uaziaaudn
Tumsneaifofnuaiuards Sugiadeuaaeliing uardalimamolsziunnuss
naaswaddoiiudlng egralsfiny wadafieatiu anuaaludamnadsninia
fifisnanaunmnninziuan Tauaadlifiuintusuanumaniiannuanludennlsn

vinalusAuga

amyututlszavlusaonueddluduufalnssuidnamanng
Decorative stucco figures at Khae Khlang Nai, a great and beautiful artwork.

fifigalumuanuanadaueniiniy Agumglunegunisamidienseuiy
Tusuanlufiatsmnmfuedu wluwiauaysal gwuy wezanualudn
Usninieeslusmuaniu wudordusunmmwyuiulssiulunmaanmuanaddlu Adgus
magquvizonnluszdugs ueneininmadnuuimaniusuanuledassiition ua
nwadnnsznegUuaswssInadniuuunuiiunelusanouesel iaunsodssiduli
finnusmmagunionmioiduiy dmsudnuuzgitssmatuiudnussfunisiuandls
Wumnunuuazgualuil snunsgilssmeuos ioardymiididnuuzifiuaougnaau

Usznoudenawugll wazdruniaidsuoslusuanuvinliesndssneunagiviemiiiay

annuuaadlAuguAmMNgUI unTWeEITFALIL

&



@9

qmﬁhmaﬂ?z‘iﬁmaﬁ% Hiosniieerdmnithuilosdranitiunaigniuiu 3vinlu

\dannsodudumissraanuifiunlédaru delunimiu mentusuanuanlngdianmw

liauyralsailiguamalssifmaniantiosas Mnmsdiiiunisfinymialumund

ﬁwﬁumLﬁmLLﬁlﬁ'ﬁ’I‘au‘JaﬁmeﬁqﬁﬁﬁuﬁmmmamﬁmumimmLﬁaaﬁ Aaunaly

AeulsziRmansaoutay Frfifuimusssunngd wazwusTusn audAu uadoya

wanin LﬁﬂdweﬁwﬁﬂﬁLﬁmﬁﬁqmdwmme:i’ﬁmm% suilnnunanraneniaIuas Ul

fivaunmemuadu waziinnsldiuiegwasifiedinonsliulge wWasuwlas guuuu

o3 uardaulastsslemildaosuo101A17 U IUANUAADATINIATIOUSIIUNU

anuamidams desndimnldfunissziliuguamiadmnisluszaugs

Hownifieslusuuiiiinamnnsfenuunnadeneulsidmansnoulane (Ussun

wezasgmm uaadIiiuliorvdugy

A image of Surya, the Sun God. It shows a high

level of craftmenship.
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Artifacts from prehistoric archaeological sites in Petchabun Province.
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Glass and stone beads found in the

Si Thep District area, Petchabun
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An image of Surya, circa

7" - 8" centuries AD.
A image of Krishna, a sculpture
confemporaneous tfo those of

Surya and Vishnu.
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Lopburi Province. Source : The 4th Regional Office of Fine Arfs.

Source : The 4th Regional Office of Fine Arts, Lopburi.
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Bronze statues of Buddha and Bodhisattva found at Khao Khlang Nai.
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A brick pagoda on the base of Khao Khlang Nok.
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A stone statue of Dvaravati Buddha
found at Khao Khlang Nok.
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Heads of Bodhisattva from Khao Thamorrat cave.
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Si Thep: A Center of Early Civilization in the
Pa Sak River Basin

Introducing Si Thep

Si Thep (also spelled Sri Thep) is an important ancient town in the Pa Sak and
Lopburi River basin. It measures about 4.7 square kilometers in size and is located in
the Si Thep District of Petchabun Province in north-central Thailand, approximately 5
kilometers from Pa Sak River. Si Thep is a moated and walled town divided into two
main parts: the Inner Town (Muang Nai) and the Outer Town (Muang Nok). The Inner
Town is circular in shape, surrounded by moats and walls, measures 1,300 rai, and
features three large monuments: the Khao Khlang Nai monument, the Prang Si Thep
monument, and the Prang Song Phi Nong monument. In addition to these three
monumental structures, there are more than 45 smaller ancient monuments and structures,

as well as 70 ponds and reservoirs in the Inner Town.

Eastward expansion of the fown at a later time led to the development of an
area called the outer fown or Muang Nok, measuring 1,889 rai and encompassing 54

small monuments, enclosed by moats and walls.

In addition to the in-town monuments, there are about 50 ancient monuments
scattered outside the town, mostly in the northern area. Probably the two most important
peripheral monuments are Khao Khlang Nok and Prang Ruesi, which are located about
two kilometers north of the town. Another important ancient religious monument that
is believed to have been closely related to the ancient town of Si Thep is Thamorat Cave,
in which relief carvings were found. The cave is located on a high mountain, approximately

15 kilometers west of the ancient town.

The history of archaeological study of Si Thep began in 1904 when Prince
Damrong Rachanuparb went on an official trip to Petchabun Province in an attempt to

locate an ancient city called "Si Thep" that was mentioned in the Late Ayutthaya and
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Early Rattanakosin records. At the time of his survey, no one knew where the ancient
city of “Si Thep" was located. Based on his research, Prince Damrong believed that the
ancient town of "Si Thep" might be located between Muang Chai Badan and Muang
Petchabun. The prince eventually found another ruined city that was much older than
the town he intended to find. This city was not the "Si Thep" of the historical record.
Based on interviews with local government officials in nearby Wichianburi, Prince
Damrong learned that locals formerly called their town, "Si Thep." He believed that the
town of "Si Thep" from the historical record was actually on the site of the current town
of Wichianburi, but had not left any archeological evidence. He also learned that when
the town of Wichianburi was called "Si Thep" the governer's title at that time was "Phra
Si Thamorat" which is linked to the name of Thamorat Mountfain. Artifacts found at
Thamorat Mountain are strongly associated with those of the ruined city Prince Damrong
found. He therefore decided to name the ruined city "Si Thep" as well because he
thought that the town of the historical record located at Wichianburi had borrowed the
name of the even earlier ruined city just as they had borrowed the name of Thamorat

Mountain for their governer.

Human settlement at Si Thep began as early as late prehistoric times, around
2,000 years ago. Archaeological excavations inside the town unearthed a wealth of
artifactual and human remains, including burials with a variety of grave goods such as
ceramic vessels, stone and glass beads, bronze ornaments, as well as metal tools. The
prehistoric village community later developed into an urban community incorporating
cultural traditions from the outside world, including a Buddhist culture (known as Dvaravati

th

culture, around the 7" - 11" century AD) and a Hindu culture (ancient Khmer culture

between the 11th and 13th centuries AD).

The ancient town of Si Thep flourished for about 700 years until it was abandoned around

the late 13th century AD. The cause of the abandonment remains unknown.



Cultural Value and Significance of Si Thep

Data from scientific research and a survey of public needs and feelings about
the ancient town of Si Thep indicate that the town yields considerable aesthetic, historic,
scientific, and social value and meaning. A statement on the significance of the ancient

town of Si Thep reads:

- Is one of a few large Dvaravati towns that remains physically complete, and
represents ancient fowns in the Lopburi and Pa Sak River basins that continued from
the late prehistoric period (about 2,000 years ago) to early historic times with cultural
influence from India (Dvaravati culture) and ancient Khmer culture respectively before
it was abandoned around the end of the 13th century AD. All the constituents of the

ancient town thus have high scientific/academic value.

This ancient fown is nestled in a unique and beautiful landscape comprising
ruins and structures of high aesthetic value. Some of the monuments, such as the Khao
Khlang Nok, are representative of Dvaravati monuments that are still in good shape and
beautiful fo behold. Khao Khlang Nok is also the largest monument of Dvaravati art style
in Thailand. The ancient monuments were neatly decorated. For example, Khao Khlang
Nai was elaborately decorated with stucco designs. Recent excavation of the monument
has uncovered important finds, including a statue of Surya. The monument is not only
valuable for academic research into construction materials, art styles, technology and
craftsmanship, but it also represents a rare and one-of-a-kind type of monumental

architecture in Thailand.

The fown of Si Thep is not only significant for its scientific, aesthetic and historic
value, but is significantly valuable in other aspects as well, including its social, spiritual

and economic value for local people from the area.
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Development of Culture in the Pa Sak River Basin

The Pa Sak River originates in the Petchabun range in the Phu Pha Laad area
of the Dan Sai District, Loei Province. It flows southerly, passes through Petchabun,

Lopburi and Saraburi Provinces, and joins the Chao Phraya River in Ayutthaya Province.

In the upper part of the Pa Sak River basin there is a scarcity of prehistoric
settlements; they have been found thus far only in the Muang District of Petchabun
Province. Many prehistoric sites, however, are scattered in the lower part of the province,
including those found in the districts of Bueng Samphan, Wichianburi, and Si Thep,
dating between 1,500 - 2,500 years ago. These prehistoric settlements are temporally
and culturally related to sites in the Lopburi area such as those found in the districts of
Muang, Khok Samrong, Chaibadan, and Thaluang, and are also possibly related fo late
prehistoric sites found in the districts of Pakdi Chumpol in chaiyaphum Province and

Lam Sonthi in Lopbuli Province.

Later when intra and interregional tfrade and contfacts (e.g., long distant frade
with India) were more intensive, cultural change is evident. For example, there was a
change in mortuary practice: a shift from intferment to cremation. In addition, some old
burial grounds were replaced with Buddhist or Hindu buildings, including stupas, shrines,

or platforms for religious activities.

The changes took place around the 7" century AD, a time when there were
more moated and walled towns. The constfruction of moats and ramparts was probably
for multiple uses including demarcation, defense, and water storage and consumption.
Towns appear in various shapes; some are circular, while others are irregular in form.
It seems that there were no fixed patferns or traditions regarding the shapes of towns
in this period.

At about the same time, the Lopburi and Pa Sak River Basin saw the spread of
cultural and political influence from the Khorat Plateau and the Central Plains. Based
on cultural materials, both artifactual and architectural remains, it is clear that the
ancient town of Si Thep was influenced by Dvaravati culture from the Chao Phraya River
basin and ancient Khmer culture from the Khorat Plateau, making the town a major

center for both Buddhism and Hinduism at the time.



Factors Supporting the Rise of Si Thep

There are several factors contributing to the emergence of Si Thep as a center

of civilization in the Pa Sak River basin. The following are some of the important factors.
Suitable Landform

The dominant landforms of the Lopburi and Pa Sak River basins are fan-shaped
plains and terraces. The eastern margin that links to the Khorat Plateau is a highland
area composed of a complex of hills and mountains that form a unique basin. All the
hills on the west side of the Pa Sak River, as well as the Dong Phya Yen range, are
limestone hills that are rich in important minerals; the most abundant minerals are
copper and iron. The two minerals have been important natural resources for people

since prehistoric times.

Such landscapes in the lower and eastern parts of Petchabun Province or the
lower Pa Sak River Basin were a prime area for human settlement as they provided
abundant natural resources along the basins and near the tributaries of Pa Sak River.
The area is hilly, dissected by plains and is not inundated during the rainy season. There
are also fertile flood plains in the area suitable for agriculture. People from various
communities in the area in the past might have traveled along land and river routes to

make contacts and to communicate.

Si Thep, for example, is located on a highland area, making it safe from floods,
and is in close proximity fo fertile agricultural plains. The people of Si Thep might have
used the Pa Sak River as a major means of communication, while land routes were also
possible. The town is also situated in an area capable of storing water flowing from the
Petchabun Range into the Pa Sak River for domestic consumption. In addition, the
ancient town is within walking distance from the mountain range which was a perennial

source of wild foods (animals and plants).
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Late Prehistoric Communities

With a suitable location and landscape in the Lopburi and Pa Sak River Basin
came a high density of prehistoric settlements in the area, some of which later developed

into large settlements or fowns during the Dvaravati period in the 7" century AD.

Si Thep and its surrounding areas yield many prehistoric sites, indicating that
there were permanent groups of people who occupied the areas before the Dvaravati
period. Excavations in the town of Si Thep unearthed a number of human burials located
under several mounds. In addition, surveys and excavations within a radius of about 15
kilometers from Si Thep also yielded a large number of late prehistoric and proto-historic
sites dating between 1,500 - 2,000 years ago. It is hypothesized that these late prehistoric
communities appeared during the late Metal Age and were farming villages. Later, these
permanent communities aggregated into the large town of Si Thep during the Dvaravati

period.

Communication Routes Linking with External Communities

Si Thep is nestled in a strategic location that served as a gateway between the
eastern-central flood plains area and the Khorat Plateau bordered by the Petchabun
Range. This has provided an interaction sphere for people from the two areas since
prehistoric times. Based on a survey of ancient routes, it was found that there are several
routes that link to Si Thep, including:

The Wichianburi - Pakdeechumpol-Nong Bua Daeng route, which is a pass

buffered by mountains that crosses large plains and is convenient for travel.

This route is quite far from Si Thep.

The Mountain Pass and the Phu Yai Nud Pass routes, which are about 38 km

from Si Thep. These routes are the closest and most convenient to Si Thep.

The Samran Pass, which is approximately 42 km from Si Thep.
The Saphan Hin Pass, which is about 52 km from Si Thep and is the most

convenient route.

The Tha Luang-Khun Thod route, which measures around 70 km from Si Thep.



The Sacred Mountain Theory

It seems clear that the ancient fown of Si Thep, by its location and associated
architectural and sculptural remains, significantly contributes to ideas about a sacred
mountain. Though there is no written record referring to the significance of Khao Thamorat,
a large mountain about 15 km west of Si Thep, it is evident that the remarkable location
of the mountain might have been used as a key landmark for travelers to the ancient
town. In addition, on the upper part of the mountain there is a cave that was modified
info a monument typical of Dvaravati culture, consisting of carved images of Buddha
and Bodhisattvas on a stone core in the middle of the cave, symbolizing the significance

of the mountain as the sacred mountain of Si Thep.

Khao Thamorat is regarded as a place where the sacred power of Si Thep and
local communities resides. Khao Thamorat's symbolic significance is inferred from the
fact that the word "Thamorat" was given as a title to the ruler of Si Thep (now Wichianburi
District) during the Late Ayutthaya and Early Rattanakosin period. The symbolic value
and significance of Khao Thamorat has been retained by local people fo the present

day.
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Si Thep as a Representative of Dvaravati Towns

In present - day Thailand, "Dvaravati" describes a cluster of early historic
cultures that flourished in central Thailand around the 6™ or 7" century AD, with strong

cultural influence from India.

For several reasons, the ancient town of Si Thep is regarded as a model Dvaravati
town representing early Buddhist culture, which is fundamentally rooted in Indian
civilization. First, it is still in good condition in terms of its physical remains. Second, it
is a large moated and walled town capable of being a center for receiving and fransmitting
Dvaravati art and culture from the Pa Sak River Basin to the Khorat Plateau, as
archaeological evidence suggests that the ancient town of Si Thep is an outgrowth of
an Iron Age community (ca. 2,500 years ago). Third, the town is located at a junction
where communication and travel from various directions were possible and convenient,
either from the Chao Phraya River Basin area through the Lopburi River and the Pa Sak

River basins, or from the Upper Chi and Mun Rivers basins in the Khorat Plateau.

Magajor Structures and Monuments of Si Thep

SiThepis a large ancient town and showed considerable longevity (approximately
700 years). Therefore, it left behind hundreds of structures and monuments, both in and
outside the town. Most of the monuments were built of brick, with foundations built of
locally available laterite, and decorated with stucco and sandstone. They are entirely
religious monuments, built exclusively for ceremonial purposes. The monuments are
divided, based on their art styles, into two major groups: Dvaravati style monuments

(ca. 7"~ 11" century AD) and Khmer or Lopburi style monuments (11""- 12" century AD).



Dvaravati Style Monuments

Khao Khlang Nai

Khao Khlang Nai is a Buddhist monument, consisting of several smaller buildings
on a single base. The upper parts have collapsed and only its foundation still remains.
The largest stupa served as the main architectural feature, measuring 28 x 44 meters
and about 12 meters high. This main stupa is rectangular in plan, having stairs in the
east and facing east. The base is decorated with stucco motifs and figures, such as spiral
motifs, and a series of squares. There are also stucco figures of dwarfs, lions, monkeys,
buffalos, and elephants supporting the monument. The remaining base is similar in form
to that of Monument No.18 in the ancient town of Ku Bua in Ratchaburi Province. The
decorative stucco dwarf figures supporting the monument are a common tradition during

the Dvaravati period and the figures are found on several Dvaravati monuments.

Khao Khlang Nok

Khao Khlang Nok is located about 2 kilometers north of Si Thep. The main stupa
of the monument sits atop a square base measuring 64 meters on each side. The main
body of the stupa is built of laterite with no stucco decoration. However, its base is
two-tiered and decorated with lotus designs typical of Dvaravati art. There are a series
of models of buildings decorating the base of the stupa, and each side of the base has
stairs located in the middle. Recent excavations have shown that during the final stage
of the stupa only the stairs on the south side might have been used to reach the body
of the stupa, while the others were replaced with a high wall, and there might have

been an image of Buddha in front of each wall.

The stupa that sits on the square base is in a state of a ruin, leaving only a
square brick base. The excavation also reveals a set of post holes around the base,
suggesting that the stupa and the platform area near the stupa might have been covered
by another structure. It is believed that the stupa might have the same shape as those
models of stupas decorated on the laterite base, but no clues exist about the shape of
the stupa's upper part. It should be noted that a stone image of a standing Buddha,
about 60 centimeters tall, was unearthed during the excavation. The image is a stylistically

typical Dvaravati image of Buddha.
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Based on the style and atftributes of monuments and artifacts found, it is

speculated that Khao Khlang Nok dates to between the 7" and 8" centuries AD.
The Ancient Monument of Khao Thamorat Cave

Khao Thamorat is an outstanding large mountain, located about 15 kilometers
west of §i Thep. Up on top of the mountain is a cave that was modified into a Buddhist
monument. Inside the cave is a large stone core, featuring bas-relief figures of Buddha
and Bodhisattvas. Another important sculpture in the cave is a large image of a standing
Buddha, which apparently serves as the main Buddha image of the monument. The
Buddha image is about 2.5 meters tall, with hands raised up at the chest. There are also
11 other images of Buddha in the cave, as well as carved figures of a wheel of law or
Dharmachakra and stupa. These bas-reliefs are important evidence for the practice of

Mahayana Buddhism, and are diagnostic Dvaravati sculptures from the 9th century AD.

Ancient Khmer or Lopburi Style Monuments

Prang Si Thep

This is a large brick tower resting on a raised laterite base. The body and the
upper parts of the tower were built of brick and were not covered with plaster. It is built
in a Khmer architectural style, but, unlike other contemporary Khmer towers, it is unique

in that it has three false gates located on the east, south, and north sides.

th

It is believed that Si Thep Prang might have been built around the 11" - 12
century AD, showing a strong influence from Bapuan and Angkorian art styles as evidenced
by decorative motifs on a lintel found at the site. It was primarily built as a Hindu shrine,
but later during the reign of King Jayavarman VII (around the beginning and the middle
of the 13" century AD), it was altered probably fo be a Mahayana Buddhist temple as
there is evidence of alteration or repair through the addition of sandstone parts to the

prang. However, these alterations remained unfinished.



Prang Song Phi Nong

This is a Hindu shrine built around the 11"~ 12" century AD, facing west, like
Si Thep Prang. It is a shrine exhibiting two prangs of different size that are situated on
the same base. The three - tiered base of the larger one is built of laterite, but the body
is of brick construction, and was probably covered with plaster. There were three false
doors added to this larger monument; one each to the east, north, and south. To the
west of the monument stands a long entrance looking like a hall linking to the front gate

and providing access to the shrine.

A Khmer Bapuan - Angkorian stone lintel was found near the front gate, and it
portrays engraved figures of Shiva holding Uma on a cow that is standing on a throne,
and kala holding the head of the Anantanagaraj naga. The engraved figures are stylistically

similar fo those of the Khmer Angkorian art style.

Many architectural pieces were discovered during excavation of the shrine,
including stone lintels and door frames that help determine that the shrine dates to the

12" century AD.
Prang Ruesi

Many scholars believe that RueSi Prang is the oldest Khmer style tower in Si
Thep. It is located outside and north of the ancient town of Si Thep. Unlike other Khmer

style monuments, Ruesi Prang faces east.

This monument consists of two buildings labeled Tower No. 1 and Tower No.2.
Tower No.1 is in Khmer style, and built on a low square laterite base. The body of the
tower is of brick and is square in shape with 20 indented corners. Above each of the

four door-frames of the tower is a high arched frame.

Tower No.2 is a brick tower with 20 added corners, smaller than Tower No.1
and located south of Tower No.1. It is a walled tower, standing independently away

from Tower No.1. This fower is a collapsed ruin leaving only its low square laterite base.

Based on architectural style and an inscription found near the tower, it is
hypothesized that the Ruesi Prang was built between the late 10" and early 1 1" centuries

AD under the strong influence of Khmer Pre Rup and Khleang art styles.
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Old Sculptures of Deities

Large stone sculptural statues found in the ancient town of Si Thep indicate
that Si Thep's sculptors were skillful artists and highly capable of successful blending of
art styles from India and ancient Khmer kingdoms into a unique Si Thep artistic style.
A group of old sculptures found at Si Thep date between the 7th and 8th centuries AD.
Similar sculptures have been discovered in ancient ports or fowns that flourished during

the early historic period in southern, central, and eastern Thailand.
Vishnu

Two images of Vishnu from Si Thep are currently kept at the National Museum
in Bangkok. Stylistically, they are a blend of artistic influences from Pre-Angkorian Phnom
Da art (ca. 6" - 7" century AD) and the Indian Gupta style (ca. 4" - 8" century AD).
Therefore, it is believed that they date to the 6th and 7th centuries AD.

Krishna

Two life-size images of Krishna from Si Thep are now on display at the National
Museum in Bangkok. The overall stylistic attributes of the images resemble those of
Pre-Angkorian sculptures, including hair style, dress, and shell butt shaped hair curls,
which is a style found on images from the Mathura school during the Gupta period.
Images of Krishna are truly free standing sculptures, a form that makes them unique
and different from those of Khmer style. The images date between the 6th and 7th

centuries AD.

Surya

It should be noted that Si Thep is the only ancient town in Thailand that yields
evidence of the worship of Surya. A number of images of Surya, the sun god, have been
found at Si Thep; three of which are now on display at the National Museum in Bangkok,
one at the Norton Simon Museum, USA, and the other one, which is severely damaged,

at Somdet Phra Narai National Museum in Lopburi.



Stylistically, images of Surya from Si Thep might have been influenced by the
Indian Gupta art style as seen in several attributes including a plump face, long curled
hair, free standing design, up-right standing gesture, a cylindrical hat, leaf designs on
the front and lateral sides of the images, a pair of large earrings, thin cloth covering,
and etfc. The decorative designs on necklaces are similar fo those on belts of Bodhisattvas
of the Khmer Prei Kmeng art style. Images of Surya from Si Thep also share other attributes
with those of Surya images in the Khmer Prei Kmeng style, whereas decorative details
on neckdresses on the images are indicative of the influence of Dvaravati art style.
Images of Surya from Si Thep are believed fo have been made between the 7" and 8th

centuries AD.
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