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Princess Beatrix of Holland
being shown through the
Bangkok National Museum
by M.C. Subhadradis Diskul,
Curator, Ncvember 19, 1962.

The Bangkok National Museum.
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The Director General of the Fine Arts Department and Japanese officials
signing anagreement to exhibit the ‘“Arts of Thailand’’ in Japan, April 5, 1962.
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Prince Takahito Mikasa, Princess Yuriko Mikasa and Mr. Nobusuke
Kishi Ex-premier of Japan viewing Thai art treasures in Tokyo.
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Their Majesties King
Frederick IX and Queen
Ingrid of Denmark visiting
the Bangkok National
Museum, January 24, 1962,
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The Exhibition, ‘“ Arts of
Thailand’’ on its return
from a two year tour of
the United States and
Japan is shown to the
public at the AUA audi-
torium, September 1962.
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Excavation of a prehistoric site at Ban-kao, Chorakhe-puak Village,
Muang Kanchanaburi District, Kanchanaburi, by members of the
Thai-Danish Prehistoric Expedition.

Upper : During December 1961 — March 1962.
Lower : During January — February 1961.
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Ancient monuments uncovered during the archaeological survey
of the North-east provinces. Prasat Hin Non Ku, Korat Village,
Soongnern District, Nakhon Racha Sima.
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OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF FINE ARTS
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Stucco head of a diety, Dvara-
vati period, recovered from
the excavation at Ku Bua,

MuangRatburiDistrict,Ratburi.
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Members of the Fine
Arts Department and
friends inspect the
excavation at Ku Bua,
Muang Ratburi Dis-
trict, Ratburi.
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Stucco images of the Dvaravati period,

excavated at Ku Bua, Muang Ratburi District, Ratburi.

Upper : Seated image of Buddha. Lower : Heavenly musicians.
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THE FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT

Direclor-General: Nai Dhamit Yupho ¢ Tel. 24447
De[.)ul_\' Director Creneral . Nar Kris Inthakosai
Tel. 20234

The Fine Arts Department is responsible for preser-
ving, reviving and disseminating information about
Thai art, history, literature, customs, architecture and
Buddhism. It conducts archaeological surveys. It does
research on antiques, ruined monuments and repairs or
restores them when necessary. It is the guardian of all
sculptured images of the Buddha. The Department is also
charged with management of the National Library and
branches, the National Museum and provincial branches,
and the art gallery. It supervises activities of the School
of Fine Arts, classical dance demonstrations and musical
performances; collects and preserves rare documents,
objects and historical remains; records current events and
holds arts exhibits.

Through these, and related activities, the Fine Arts
Departments try to fulfil its basic aim of preserving the arts
and culture of Thailand, and supporting its progress.
Ancient and traditional arts are safeguarded and modern
techniques are studied and encouraged. With a knowledge
of his traditional heritage as a sound foundation, the Thai
artist will be able to assimilate modern forms and
procedures and thus reach an international standard with-
out sacrificing his own national identity.

By means of exhibits, performances, concerts,
lectures, publications and other educational activities, the
Fine Arts Deparument also provides the public with an
opportunity to grow in knowledge and appreciation.

— 11 —



To achieve the high quality and standards in Fine
Arts and in the sciences of Museology, Archeology and
Library Science th.at are necessary to maintain arespected
place among other nations, the Depatment must be com-
" posed of many well trained, artists, dramatists, musicians,
teachers and technicians. Their number, although

growing, is not yet considered to be sufficient.

THE DEPARTMENT IS DIVIDED INTO:

I. OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Secretary : Nai Noom Yoonaidharma : Tel. 20628

The Office handles correspondence of the Director-
General; is the central routing point for all communica-
tions and inquiries pertaining to the Department;
coordinates activities within the Department and with
other Departments ; handles the finance, accounts,
personnel records and statistics of the Department; pur-
chases, stores and issues supplies of the Department; and
provides informations and public relation services for the
Department.

THE OFFICE IS DIVIDED INTO THREE SECTIONS:

1. Correspondence Section 1
2. Finance Section t- Tel. 20234
3. Publicity and Statistics Section

— 12 —
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Buildings executed by the Fine Arts Department. Left: A wing of the

Boromabiman Mansion, Grand Palace to house Royal visitors.
Right : Pavilions for the visitor’s staff personnel.
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Preparing to cast the bronze monument to King Naresuan

the Great in the foundry of the Fine Arts Department.
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Raising the heavy statue
to its plinth,
January 1959.
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The monument
to King Nare-
suan the Great
erected in Su-
panburi. The
statue was
designed by
Professor Silpa
Bhirasri and
executed by
the Foundry
Section of the
Fine Arts
Department.



II. MUSIC AND DRAMA DIVISION

Director: Mrs. Jumsiri Siddhi])ongse (Acting)
: Tel. 20827

This Division studies and records art of the classical
masked plays, dramatic and musical arts; performs Thai
classical traditional dance, drama and songs and Western

music and songs.

THE DIVISION IS DIVIDED INTO FOUR SECTIONS:

Art Technique Section
Thai Music Section
Western Music Section
Dramatic Arts Section

Ll

III. NATIONAL ARCHIVES DIVISION
Chief : Nai Tawat Sumawongse : Tel. 26191

The Division is in charge of recording current
events and affairs at home and abroad; is custodian of
national documents; conducts historical research; studies
the folklore and legends of the country; and disseminates
information through articles, newspapers and pictures.

THE DIVISION IS DIVIDED INTO TWO SECTIONS:

1. Records Section
2. Documents Section
— 13 —



IV. ARCIIAEOLOGY DIVISION

(hiel - Nai >waeng Smh;ms()rl (}f'\r!ing) - Tl 27730

The Division operates the National Museum and
branches in the provinces; conducts historical research and
archaeological surveys; excavates antique objects and
restores ancient monuments and ruins; produces textbooks,
references and materials for the study of history, archaeo-
logy and the arts of Thailand and exchanges archaeological
information with foreign countries.

THE DIVISION IS DIVIDED INTO FIVE SECTIONS :

1. Technique Section Tel. 27730

2. Archaeological Survey Section

3. Excavation and Restoration Section

4. Bangkok Muscums and Ancient Monuments
Section Tel. 21838

5. Provincial Museums and Ancient Monuments
Section

V. ART EDUCATION DIVISION

Chiel : Mrs. Sacad Poachati : Tel. 26251

The Division supervises the activities of the School
of Dramatic Arts which provides courses of study in
academic education, art, music, singing, Thai classical
dance and drama, including Western music and songs;
supervises the Fine Arts School which provides courses
of study in academic education, art education such as
painting, sculpture and others which are considered

appropriate.
THE DIVISION IS DIVIDED INTO THREE SECTIONS:
1. General Sccticn Tel. 26047
2. Dramatic Arts School Section Tel. 26251
3. Fine Arts School Section Tel. 26048
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- Crematorium at Wat Thep-

\ Anl
‘,',A-qu,-\ sirin for state officials and
e 2 AN members of the royal family.
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Thai Pavilion at the International Fair in Brussels, 1958.
Now in Kansas City, USA.

Buildings executed by the Fine Arts Department.
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Young dance students of the School of
Dramatic Arts.




VI. LITERATURE AND HISTORY DIVISION
Chiel : Nai Tri \matyakul : Tel. 21469

The Division studies the history, customs, beliefs,
religious practices, arts and literature of Thailand and
neighbouring countries; translates and published docu-
ments for reference.

THE DIVISION IS DIVIDED INTO THREE SECTIONS:
1. Art and Literature Section
2. History and Customs Section
3. Translation and Compiling Section

VII. ARCHITECTURE DIVISION

Chief : Nai Isara Vivadhananonda : Tel. 21412

The Divisionis in charge of designing, constructing,
repairing, interior decorating of the palaces, royal
residences, temples, shrines, historic places and ancient
monuments. It also cooperates with other government
agencies in preserving the historic, scenic and architectural
beauties of Thai styles.

THE DIVISION IS DIVIDED INTO FOUR SECTIONS:

1. Construction-Inspecting Section
2. Drafting Section

3. Construction Section

4. Decoration Section

VIII. TRADITIONAL ARTS DIVISION
Chief : Nai Binich Sampatisiri : Tel. 26192

The Division is in charge of promoting and dissemi-
nating information about traditional arts and handicrafts,
such as the Thai classical styles of drawing and painting,
metallic engraving, wood carving and Buddhist sculpture.
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THE DIVISION IS DIVIDED INTO FOUR SECTIONS :

Ten-Crafts Section
Painting Section
Sculpture Section
Foundry Section

Ll o

IX. NATIONAL LIBRARY DIVISION
Chief : Nai Powon Dhimakorn : Tel. 21469

The Division operates the National Library and its
branches; exchanges government publications with foreign
countries. The National Library is open to the public
daily except Friday and Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to

4:30 p.m.

THE DIVISION IS DIVIDED INTO THREE SECTIONS:
1. Printed Books Section
2. Manuscripts and Inscriptions Section
3. Library Section.

The Silpakorn University with Faculties of Painting
and Sculpture, Thai Architecture, Interior Decoration and
Archaeology at the present time was set up in 1943. It is an
institution separate from the I'ine Arts Department although
the Director - General of the Department is the rector of
the University and many Department officials are professors
and lecturers.
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GUIDES

PUBLISHED BY

THE FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT

1. The National Museum, Bangkok 2 Baht
2. The National Museum, Lopburi 2 Baht
3. Guide to the Old Town of Sukhothai 2 Baht
4. Guide to the Town of Sri Satchanalai 2 Baht
5. Guide to Phra Nakhon Khiri, Phetburi 2 Baht
6. Guide to the Ayudhya National Museum,

Chao Sam Praya 8 Baht
. Guide to Ancient Monuments in Lopburi 5 Baht
. Guide to Antiquities Found at Koo Bua,

Ratburi 15 Baht
9. Guide to Antiquities at Tambol Pong Tuk

and Pra Thaen Dong Rang in the

Province of Kanchanaburi 15 Baht
10. Guide to Pimai and Antiquities in the

Province of Nagara Rajasima (Khorat)

By Nai Manit Vallibhotama and

® 3

M.C. Subhadradis Diskul 8 Baht
11. A Visit to Khao Phra Viharn
By Professor Silpa Bhirasri 5 Baht
12. Prasat Phra Viharn
By M.C. Subhadradis Diskul 5 Baht

FOR SALE AT EVERY >
NATIONAL MUSEUM IN THAILAND
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GRAMOPHONE RECORDS OF THE FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT

are on sale
at
THE BANGKOK NATIONAL MUSEUM
and
KAMOL SUKOSOL CO., LTD.
857 Mahachai Road, Bangkok, Thailand

Tel. 20270, -23215

Tcs. 240 per one series of 12 records 78 RPM. ,

Tes. 140 per series of 6 records (Ramwong) 78 RPM.
Sold separately at Tes. 22 each.
Tes. 670 per series of 6 records, Long Play
Sold separately at Tes. 120 each.






