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A POEM
DEDICATED TO

HIS MAJESTY BHUMIPOL ADULYADEJ
THE KING OF THAILAND

BY LE—- WU CHAN

Foreward

His Majesty Bhumipol Adulyadej made a state visit to
Canada, as one of her state guests of distinction, to attend the cere-
mony marking her hundredth founding anniversary which fell on

June 21, 1967. 3

I was granted an audience with His Majesty in the Thai
Embassy, Ottawa, on June 21, 1967 during which I presented His
Majesty with a proposed project for the construction of a World
Buddhist Study Centre in North America illustrated with maps,
photos etc. for His Majesty’s kind consideration. In late 1966, I
proposed to donate 20 acres of an open lot near the Niagara Falls
to the World Fellowship of Buddhists for the construction of the

projected World Buddhist Study Center in the interest of East—
West cultural exchange especially in the field of Buddhism.

Capitalizing on His Majesty’s good grace, I made a verbal request for -

his support to this project in the hope that it can be set in motion
under his royal guidance.

As Thailand is one of the most celebrated Buddhist coun- .-

tries of the world, His Majesty is undoubtedly a Universal Monarch
(Cakravarti) so highly esteemed in the Buddhist scriptures.



l memory of this honorable occasion, therefore, I dedicate
the following poem to His Majesty:

Hey!

Though an old rustic,

[ shuffled along the palatial steps
For an audience with His Majesty.

P_’rompted by a divine message from the Vulture Peak,
I begged His Majesty for alms.

Should magnificent stupas be erected to touch the clouds,

Millions of lotus flowers would burst into blossom
Over the ground,

Lion-seats yet to be arrayed for thousands of Buddhas,

Ce}ffoia] dragons stand ready to carry the flowered platform
Of Dharms, e

On the hundredth founding anniversary of Canada,

We stood on tiptoe of expectation
For the presence of the Universal Monarch

Who, ten thousand Bodhi Trees with his holy hands will plant.
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